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PREFACE 


Fkiv wort* dealing with Cliinose TiirtcBtan nuid the 
Pamire have been pnbE^ed of tat« yeni 9 , aitimugh 
the Heart of Aaia, where the empires of Great Britain, 
RiUHia and China meet, oan never fnti to oKcite our 
inteniatv Futlliermore, the great trade mute which 
run from China to the Boioan Empire lay acrosa 
Chinese Turkestan, from which lumote land silk 
WHS mlroduced into Europe. 

The present book lias been wiitt^ in two perta. 
The chapters composing Port 1., which describe the 
oine months' journey in dcsfcrta and oases, in monn- 
ta i ns and ptains, have lieen written by my oioter, 
while I am msponsible fonilhcNie dealing with the 
geography, UTstoiy, ciustomB and other eub/ecte. 

We am indebted to Mr. Hohlin of the Swedish 
hliaudo in ChineHa Turkestan, and to Kiuin SahA, 
[fukhar Ahmad of the ftritiBh Conaulate-General, 
KiuihgHr, for niuoli amiatance ; and aliui to Dr, F, W. 
Thomas, of the Imiia OhJoe, who him read ihrougb 
the hifltoncaJ sketch, 

A good deal of new material will be found in 
the vorioiu chaptera, and os far- as possible the 
subjects so ably and exhaustively dealt with by Sir 
Aurel Stem have liecn avoided. 
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To my finter bokmp the bonoat d bom* Ibe 

EnglMwomon to ««. th« 

to »od from lh« Pamim "fh the 

ojoeptioil of Mre, LitUedele. to vunt 

Wo meetly enjoyed the nioe oMmtli. w m 

Ohio JCkmtoo «Kl OO the " Roof of ‘^^orU^ 

.ad if ire eactoed in eKiuem* the mtorert of o 
neidete in th<« ohf-wotid heokwetor of Aeut, md ot 
the eeme time convey something of its .listinouve 
chaOM, our amljiiioM will be lutfilteo- 
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CHilTTER I 


AtTROSS TMK RUSBlAJf OIPJRK W WAR HME 

Arv DAlJfd rA#jbn^ J cqd Ami tb» pc^iplw iImi 

v&m igMifiit I'luhtiif are eidliKl Caim^ ' ol ami 

tticy whloh wTum wUh Hio uid cQKiitroy cl arc Kirubk* 

GntitUcf and iiU^atanL^AKTicoxt ittnurai^a, 

0*v Murclt fi, lais, my hratJiCf And 1 started off on 
our long jonroey to Kasltgar, the capita! of Chinoee 
IHirkestoji, where Jie was to sot for Sir Cfeoige 
Macartney, the woU-known ConsitJ'General, who vm 
taking leave. 

Owing to the l\'Ar, wo were obliged, as the first 
stage of our joumey, to travel to Petrogrod by the 
etrcnitoiu route Giraugh Norway,Sweden and FinJond. 
The small Norwegian steamer, the Irte. in which wo 
embarked at NewcasGa, nuiiie it» way up the coast 
of Sootloni] to A point opposite Pcterheurl in order to 
avoid mines and subnmnnes, after which it croase<l 
to Bergen. We passed two choppy nights in stuffy 
cabins with the portholes tightly screwed up, and 1 
Wtts loo prostrate with sea-sicknesa to care when the 
engines of our ateamer stopped dead during the first 
afternoon. My brother rnkiied up on, <lecfc to see if 
we were held up by u Ocrmati submarine, which might 
mean the unpieoKunt experience of intemmsni for 

^ TAdiltkeal, luMbfttr, CdiAui^ 


4 TITIIOUGH DESERTS AND OASES 

him. but «ft€»r a. couple of htmw we went on again, 
ami no sxjjlanation of iJie delay wa« given us. 

SofUf tiiitte nioutlw later ibis saino vessel was 
atucked in reality, two torpedoes being firvtl at her, 
and oniv ilio i:ourae akilfuUy |iui3ue<l by the 

captain savtwl liei dest ruction. Ajiiiinilsen, tlic 
discoveTfr ijf the Sc>utb Pole, was on Wrd. and 
WTtite ii* the papers duscribing the incident, and 
strongly reprobated Gcnnany*# jfolioy town ids neutral 
shipping, which, ho declared, had iton^'ertod him to 
thu side of the Allies. 

To TotiiriJ to our pjoroey, wc finally steamed in 
safety up a long fiord, and IScrgen stofjd up pic¬ 
turesquely against ite backgrounil of anow-covered hillfl- 
Wc thought that the pk-oaunt-nmnnerctl Norwegiana 
were diwidedly Scotch in appearance, and a sturdy 
youth, quite of the type of a Higiiland gillio, soon 
pided na to the fTospidset Hotel, winch had otiginnlly 
belonged to the Hanseatic League in Bergen. In old 
days t he apprentices lived in this house, being locked 
up safety rtt night, and though the building iuis under¬ 
gone I'onsidemhie restoration, it is still ii chaiactwiatic 
piew of iirchjtoctiire. 

iVext morning we tminpuiJ round Beigoii in our 
flnoi%-bcota, finding the steep roads ven* slippery with 
frozen siiovr, oven the inbabitantii foUing headlong 
now and again- Hero Jind thona cbiidrcD were merrily 
tobogganing, dashing rccklesaly across the main stteef- 
through which the trams w'oie running, and hurling 
themselves ilow-n steep inclines on the other side in a 
way dnit Uuwfe shuddor. They were all aoDslbly 
o!ad in woollen gamientjs, rheir rosy foce* paring 
out £mm fur caps or fur-trinimcd lioodii, and it did 
one good to see them, A graver note was stmek oh a 
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funeral jitussseti with. uU ilio iiioiirni’ri< nn fool; ami 
iJie pastor, in a stilT roff with muslin frills at his wrists, 
sc!aji]4!<l to liaVB returuetl from the sixteenth oent'UTT, 
uitil miglit hiiTo poaed for a {wrtmit of C(d%’in, Skigla 
WBTO evKiywhore, lirawn by sturdy littlo p<inieii that 
iao«l along at a groat p&co with jingling belb and 
kept iltoir feet wonilorfully. 

We left hy the oiglit train for the twenty-seven 
hours’ run to Stockholm, clinngmg at OhriHliiunia, 
and next day wore speeding through a huid ul snow 
and pine inliabited by n hatdy-Wking, fur-ckd raf:e* 
Fish seemi^d n staple article of food, JvnJ were 
offered salted prawns, linrring’‘salad, raw sordines and 
anchovies! veal, ham lunl tongue, with pickles or 
cold fried bHcuii. fomuiig tiie meat couibc. There 
were no swcota or fruit, hut for contpeusalion wc had 
deUiiinua coffee and cream. In the lestaunint car 
the bread and rrdhi wore fastened up in greoise-proof 
paper, sugar in tiny piteketa, and hiacuits in sealed 
bags, in order to prevent nnnecefi&iry handling. 

It was night when wc steamed mto the “ Venice 
of the North," a city which piunl ho lovely iu the 
vunimor, oa it rises from its waters; but at the time 
of our viidt, the river was ceverod with floatmg blocks 
of grey icc, nml all tho w'orld was skating or flki-ing. 

The people were not unfriendly to us, hut from 
more than ono bouico wo learnt, that, owing to their 
laueditary fear of Russia, tho Swedes were generally 
porrisatts of Goimany, in conUudistincticfR to the 
iVorwtfgiaiw. who, as a nation, were warmly in favour 
of tho Allies. 

We had a live o’clock dinner (three to five o'clock 
Wng the usual time, reminding one of earlt' Vklorian 
customsb and then settled outaelvoa into the (“om- 
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foftdUle aJeepiiig cotip4t wij wi^re to inJuibit for 
hro n%bt« as far as Kaiungi, the direct route across 
tJic Gulf uf BoLfmk hoiog iumlvlwhla ftu* ohvioua 
rcasotts. There were fottr raitka for tight fuggage in 
cacti compartment, a convenient washing apparatus 
and ii table, and we couiit open our windown, whereas 
in niE£aLa we found (Tie wuidowa screwed up until the 
spring. 

But there wue one thing in which the Eu^on 
trains, with ilieir three belJa rung for departure, eoru- 
parett favemcahijr with tJiusc of l^indinavia, and that, 
was that the latter gave no real warning when they 
were about to start. The engine wliiarlcd and move^l 
off immediately, witli the result f.lmt f was always 
nervous about walking up imd down the platform, 
for the iron stops loading up to the carriages were 
so sfjppeiy with frozen ice that I fearctl to risk a fall 
If 1 scuToil them in a Iturry. 

A Httssian girl travelling in Gio corriago next to 
oura had given her ticket lo the care of a French Indy, 
a corapleto stranger to her. ami, strolling along the 
pljitfunn witit a fur collar round her neck hut no fur 
coat, was itnlwcfcily left heliiud. The railway olHcials 
Kent her ticket back to her and took care of her 
belongings, and 1 trust iliat some good Samaritan 
aided her. but ahe must have had a most unpleHaant 
experience, I asked a Swede who talked to mo why 
the trains gave practically no signal when they 
started, and he said that there was soma t^aBon 
which he had foegottou. 

The country lay deeper in snow the farther nuriJi 
we aijvancotl, and on either side, os far hs eye could 
reach, the undulating ground was covered with vast 
forosta of fir and pine. At Intorvahi wo pjM”e*i littlo 
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towiiH lind villnges, ihu stimtl wtMwlnn hoiiae?, iiaintctl 
in mmiv tolou^a, giving the impressjon ol toy-dwelJ- 
inga. I'lns ttrightJy clnd fuf'cappcd. litllfl girJa with 
long fidr plaitti of Kair scemcii «i.i if tiiey hud iu)mi< 
to life from the fftiiy Iniolts of tny childhood, and on* 
could ttlmoat credit the exiateuco of gnomes und troUs 
in those Uimtlou unitthabiteil Lnicts of pine, Soldiera 
in btoe-grey or navi’-bliie iiiiifumifl. with whit*) Blii!e|>- 
skin capu or picturesque tiirec‘«imen5d oloth Iiuls, 
atotid altoui Oil I he pletforiuu up unii dotvn which we 
triirniied in our anow-lwota whenever the tmin fialted. 
As them ivaa no restiiiimnt cur we olit 4 iine(i our nieuls 
nt the station buflcta, halts of about half an hour 
being made ut 10 A.M., S P-M- and 10 p,M- In the 
alisence of waitew the hungry crowd of passengers 
helped themselves, aeleoting from a tray laid unt with 
differeiU kintU of Jish. cheflae, pickles, etc,, or piling 
tilicir plates with hot pork or veiiL I made invariably 
for the big cauldron of excellent: soilp with vegetables, 
i\ Tiil there was always coffee and milk, bread and takes 
ill abuiiilaiice, and no pushing or hustling on the part 
of thocie travelling. 

At last WD reached Kaningp, the frontier between 
Swelleii and liuflsia, and scores of sleighs were in 
waiting at the station to convey the pea<umgciH the 
short distance to the RuBaian Karungi, The fine- 
looking TtusdikUi Coneul, dud in u splendid fur cqut 
timl cap to mutch, was most obliging, and cheert'd us 
greatly with the news—idaa, quite iascciwatc, aa we 
found out latar”that the Allied fleoia Jjml silaneod 
tUI the forts in Llie DardandlcH ! 3Iy brothor went 
off to [Hiss oiir heuvy luggage thxotigli tliu Swedish 
Customs, and I liad stmie difheuliy in collecting our 
Btnall possessions on to one sleigh, l*ecaiwe half a. 
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do7^ tnCD ttuJ boj5s, dmi «i iiandescript gaments of 
far and leatber, hurled thoiuBelvos upon hold-alh and 
dres^ng-caaea ami h<irc> them oS ia all ilircctionit. 
utterly tegardleaa of my remomjttKjuce«. Tbe oaly 
thing I egulcl do to Folloiv the most re^oosiblc- 
looking of my sdf-oouBfiluted purieirs, Jtnd wium he 
depoflited Im btirdeti «n a alejgh 1 indueed him to 
accompany mo in a hunt among the linea of ehaggy 
little ponies, finding the lea-boijket In one place, a 
hat-box or a bundle of aticka itnd umbrellas tiiLxed up 
witli another passenger’s higgngOi uiitl so on. The 
Consul told, me to come and drink cofien in the buffet, 
niLclaiining reasaumigty, '* Vou can leave everything 
safely, for in tliis port of the world the pijople do tuvt 
know how to steal.” 

At lost we drove olT in the keen air across a level 
waste of anow, traversing a frozen river which forms 
tJte actual bmmdary, and in half im Lour, with many 
a bump and jolt, wo teacLed a gate through which, 
after we had shown our passpoilSj wo were iLitmitted 
into Finland. 

We hafi now a wait of some air houre, which we 
spent in walking on the crisp snow or sitting in the 
little station buffet, where I observed. Ihat coffee bad 
given way to lea. the Russian national heverogp, 
drunk in glasses with a slice of lemon and much 
sugar. From now onwarda the pifer tic r^jOawx of 
our chief titeala was atiiigcun. I liked it fairly well 
wlten stewed or fried, hut it was usually tough when 
served cold. Some of theso enormoua I jab said 

to weigh two nr tliree tone. 

Wlicn the train ttmde b tardy appearance it conid 
not accomnmdate all the passengers, nnrt many were 
perfoive loft behind to follow the nest day. 'Hie first 
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halt was at Torneat I4i which point travolfers used to 
drive iintil tha cxtiFiieioii ol the line to Ramngi oftor 
the outbreak ol the War, ondi though, w'o were in the 
Arctic CiFcIe and it wan early in March, the air seenied 
ijuite mild as we niehed acroee Finland, tmr wmxl'fed 
engine (lelching forth irunienjw whorls of smoke. At 
Vyboig we cnteml Ruaaia, and at midnight of the 
secojid day reach ik! Petrtigmd, 

In the Astoria Hotel It was mmorkablc to see 
every one drinking Jtiieiee, a somewhat mawkish 
lieverage made front bread or from cmnlmrriea, b 
lieu of wbc or spiiTts. In h'bland akoholie refresh¬ 
ments wore obtmnnble bi the restaurant car, but now 
wc found ourselves in a countri'' which the will of on 
had made ao strictly teetotol that we were 
imable even to purchase methylated spirit for ooi 
tea-basket 1 

Some of our Rusaisn HCqoaintaucos spoke trith 
enthinnaem of the benehcml effect of the Tsar's edict, 
one competent observer pomtmg out that the Russian 
women were just beginning to take to drink, which 
would iiave tneatii the rub of many thousands of 
homes. On the other side, there were mumum among 
the well'tcKlo, who wows deprived of tiioir favourite 
beverages unless they could ohfmn a doetor’^s cer¬ 
tificate of ill-hcAlth, which did not, howevnr, seem 
difficult to ormngc. 1 was asked more than once 
wlmihcr King (lootge was* about to follow the lead 
given by the Toar, Runsiuna not being very clear 
as to the Umitations of a coneritutbnal tuoDATchy, 

SoTilicrs were to be seen evijrywhore, sometimes 
drilling near the great red Wbter Fa lone, Aometimes 
as rnjscrviflts, with numbcsi! ehaUrod upon their Iiacka, 
or agab as small parties of wounded m ebargu of 
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Jduil'faced hospital 1 beard pat.heiJc aocounts 

of the e.\treii]e poverty of the men who were 
DUTsecl back to health in the English HoapitaJ 
(lirvcted by Lady Georgina Buchnnun, who had had 
the kindly thought of fitting them out when they were 
tliaDiiaacd to their peasant intmcsi ; the totally disahleil 
being truineil in baflkoL'making. Both iit. Petrogmd 
and at Mooeow^ our jiie^t hatting-pWo, thoer iicttvdy 
engaged in nurHing spoke highly of the courage and 
gmiitiide of iheir patientci. In tlie lattwr city nii 
Engliah girl of only rtinctceu and a Bti^iun lady of 
the same age, neither of whom had had any tnunlng 
in nursing, ware tn charge of a hospibil oontaifiing 
forty-five wound e<l aoJdiara. TJiay did all the band¬ 
aging tliemaclvee, aantbted at every opeiatiott, and 
siipervised the peasant women who perfomrie<l tJie 
more racuial aharo of the work. My davotetl com¬ 
patriot told me that the man called her “ Little 
Sister," and were marvcUoualy brave when operated 
upon, saying iJiat her presence gave r.liem i»unjgc. 
Owing to the absence of I he great. ma;ority of the 
trained uuises ut the fruiif, these {capable iurutleur^ 
were of the utmost service. We heard that, tho 
Busaian meilical faculty disupproved of mcx^ulation 
for typhoid, ^viug the Borne what- iuadeiiuate reitsou 
that " there were so many worse diaeasea,” and 
conaequeutly the soldiera suffered terribly from this 
scourge. 

My brother and I flid the sights of Petrognid, 
with its many gold-covered dumea. cupoloa and spires, 
hut I will refrain from dcacribing the gorgeoua interior 
uf St. Isaak^ the ptclurea of tJie ffennitoge, or even the 
deeply interesting house in which Peter the Great lived 
w'hile building tiia “ window opening to the West,” 
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Moisooir, witli ita huiulttsda of gift'domoii or puq>b 
or blue or green cupolea, fiiut bixertv orgy of folottr 
and fantastic design calJed the Cbuidt of Ivan iJte 
Terrible, and Lhe anofent fvrcmim biiik to restet 
Tartar inroada, gave me, ns itiflecd it docs to most 
tm^’dlcrs. titc impriisslon of a eemi'OrientBj dt^r. 

were in the very heart of Kaasin, nnd no one 
could fail to bo strtick by the latejase devotion— 
I refrain from culling it. aupcretiticji—of tin* |icople. 
In tho diin tnagniBcence of the small but lofty Corotta- 
tioii Chapel, wJitch has Its walls literally cncnistod 
witli jewdle«l iooufi, crowds wen* tdseing the hands 
It III I feet of tiic snored pictures all day long, in deliance 
of every hygienic p/indple, Luiig'haired prieste in 
eiiibroidorod copea were ac tin g servicoa,. itnd as tlie 
l>ody of It aaiiit't deud centuries ago. huil just l-tecn 
esJinnied, it was confidentJj czpctited that many 
tniroclea of healing would he wrought by the remiiins. 
Cildod and jewelled banners to be carrictl in proceaaloti 
stood in the ornate chapels, whtcb liad gorgeous doors 
through which no woman might pass. f)n the great 
dxtv of his coronation the Tsnr passed t,hix)ugh theae 
portuli, aiioiiiced and crowned idnis&lf, tliun issusd 
forth, the Father of his people, to perform the same 
ceremony on the Tsaritsa. 

The uiotmrch, in enmraou with the humblest of 
his suhjeots, uncovers himself as he passes under one 
of the enbnmcius to the Kremlin, above which stands 
a poiticiiliiriv holy icon, lnde«<l iu every room of 
every Russian house, even in the botets, hangs some 
piotured saint with a little lamp in front of him, 
while the railway stations and waiting-rooms are all 
pruvided with sacred guardians. 

To these people the War was then a holy one. 
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Tlio tJumibiirmjiid of our hc^toJ. who spoke QentMiiv— 
a. Ijitigiiuge it' i» fi^rbiddcn to in public— told lun 
with tears that her only wn had been tcilled at hlio 
front, ihiii ilia father had died of grief wiien the news 
readied ihettt, and tlmt her daughter, ivorkiitg at a 
hoepitah had had m> news of her ooldierdiusbiiuid for 
th ct?e D loiitliB and naturally feared the worst, "But we 
must not grumble,*’ (die euderl bravely: 'Mt L* terrible 
for all of us, but with Ood's help our Tsar will conquer 
his enemies and we shall have peace once more/’ 
JCussiojis struck us as being somewhat silemti lu 
the streets, and we never heard any one whistle. It 
was explained that they have the same superstition 
about whistling ns have the Persians, and look upon 
it na deviliah speeeh/’ In emmeotiou with this we 
were told tliat on one occasion an American bishop 
and his chaplahi were visiting a inonustGiy in Moscow, 
and to tlie horror of the monks the ehuplain kept on 
bursting into snatches of wlmiling. But one of the 
holy mim was e<|ua! to the occasion and, walking 
close behind the unconscious offender, made the sign 
of the Close repeatedly in order to avert; any evil 
conaequenoea! 

The lack of efficiency in Kuasia vraa very notfeeabte. 
For examplo, to cash our letters of credit in a bank 
K'fls a tedious business, the money being slowly 
counted with the aid of on abacus. The shopkeepers 
also depend greatly on these akla to urHJunelic, 

It was moreover a land of tips. In every private 
house the servant who helped you on and oH with 
your fur coat and galosba expected a pourUtire, nod 
on leaving a hotel we were surro(jndi 3 <i by a throng 
of waiters, porters of different grades, and a bevy 
of small boys, all intent on fees. 
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During t ill* next ijection of our joiinicy to Toslikwit 
iLo troiiis were by no means as torofartnble as before. 
Our only Ught was a gulteting condJe hi u Iiuitenj 
plaoNl l)Jgb above the carriage d«ior, auU, what was 
worse, the double wimiowa were screwed up for the 
winter, u!l the air wc breathed passing through iiiost 
inadetjiiatc vcntHators iu the roof. After some tliirty 
hours of semi'Suffocation it was a relief wlioa the 
train stopped at Samara, and its gru^at bridge over 
the Volga. Before ive crossed, sold ions with fixed 
bayonets filed into tfio coiridora and lined the train, 
and henceforward sentries stood wit.h fixed baj'onetn 
on alJ the platforms* Instead of going through to 
Tashicejit, out traiu stopped for eighteen hours, so 
a*© drove perforeo to fJie lieat hotel in the place* 
There I was cslipred mto a Iwrlrooto whirJi had 
only a nmttreaa on the bedstead i but a cheery 
maid soon pnaluced aheels, pillows and towels, 
these articles from now onwanl being charged 
separately iji the bill; sho also filled up the water- 
tank which discharged itself into the baaiii by a kind 
of squirt, liable to dratich the una-ary. A hot l«ifch 
is an expeusive luxmj in Eimiu, costing from three 
to five ahillings; but 1 never appreciated it at its 
propr value. The bath, filled with water too hot 
for me to plunge my hund into, wae invariably taken 
iji a tiny room without venlitution in which a stove 
wait fifircelv burning, and the attendant., armed with 
u thermotnetcr, was always greatly oiionisheii when 
I denutnrled a copious admixture of cold water. Half 
the room would bo oocapiod by a divan covered with 
H Rheet on which to repoee after the bath, and once 
Of twice I Imtl some difficulty ui getting rid of the 
niiiid. BO (inxiaQS was she to wrap me in a second 
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shGer> with which RuK^ians drape thiinuriilTeB before 
tJiey eitep into the water, 

Samarn la an important provincial town, but (he 
ivhfiie place looked poor and shabby, pflxtiv itecause 
the coloured plaster coating of the housca waa 
dropping off in titiaiglnJy pji-t'ohea. The W'ide atreeta 
radiated from a gmall public garden in which ntood 
a atatue of Alexander Ih. the Uborator, and, as it 
wjw Sunday, all the world was promenading in 
tta l>esti rlothea along the aluiih-coveretl pavements, 
the thaw having sot in. The peasante looked pic- 
tures<]Ue in short sheepskin coats, worn with the wool 
inside, fur caps witfi lappets to protect the ears, long 
leather riding-Inxtta, putties tied up wifcii string and 
(hick leather gloves. The shaggy hats of btock or 
white aheepokia mado their wearers took like briganda 
in opera, and beside them the women, in long black 
coats much kilted at the woist, with their Keada tied 
up in woollen ahawlB, appeared decidedly tame* 

We made our way rlowu to tJic ^'oIgn ami walkrsl 
<ai the frozen river, which was a mite wide, watching 
the drinking-water of the town hemg ^Irauii from 
various holes in the ice. 

At the railway station that evening we found a 
large crowd on the pfntform asseniblerl to give a 
hearty sen J - oil to a trainload of soldiers evidently 
hailing from the neighliourliood. The men were 
tmveiling to the front in liorsa-boxes, ami leant over 
the wooden barriers wildly cfiwring and waving their 
caps, full of hcnltli and spirits, and one could hardly 
bear to think that many would nci’cr return, or, 
sadder still, would come home incAparitated for the 
rest of their days. 

Owing to the War (here were no restaurant-cars 
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att:ac;kGd la tilie traluE, snij as tine were 

unaltered we hud Imita of only ten or twelve minutea 
three or four time^ n duy> when the piusaeugera made 
a freni^ied niah to get what they couJd at f.h« inferior 
station bufTnta. We nsniLliy bought sc^metlilng in tlie 
way of meat, cheese and bre^, and coiried it back with 
ns to onr carriage, after we had gulped down plntee 
of tJie excoUeut' cabbage aoupa culled sttJice or borsflt. 
Tlie only long butt w'e luade—one of forty niixiutce— 
waa at a atation with no huiTot whatever. The farther 
cast we went the leas food could we procure: aome- 
ilmes packets uf inferior Kuaaian biseuita were the 
only stock-ill'trade of the buffet., and if it Jiod not 
been for our soup-packeta we ahould have l>G«n half- 
si;arved. Aa it was, we w'ofb often unpleasantly 
hungi^', hot water loung the only tiling that w‘e could 
be eure of obtaining. 

In apitc of this the journey was full of interest. 
We were travelling aeroaa limltXeas steppea, and the 
iiieltiug of the snow in patdieo showed iJiat spring 
wm lit hjiuid, ivheti tJtc sun would break forth from 
the grey, lowering akiea. Near Orenburg we noticed 
many Iona of Imy ready to l>e despatohed to the 
front. Olid aa we halted at Alexis I suddenly saw the 
ungainly forma of carnets. Nearer and nearer they 
came, p^uJtling across the snow, drawing aZeigha htclrn 
with Imy, and with a leap of the heart I realised that 
we were once again in the East, tlmt Europe was left 
behind, and that we find entered that vast mysterious 
continent of Asia, cradle uf the human race and 
birthplace of jIb great religions. 

ITie following day we passed the Sea of Aral, with 
masted ships riding at anehor in its port; and by 
now all traccti of iinow bad gone, atiri the sandy 
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ateppc waa scantily dotted with iioitrse graasM, Some- 
times we traversed atrotehea o? sdit-encninted ground, 
nuj in placQB the nollicg sand-dimes were pianted 
anil IniuBfl tf)gst.hcr with rusliw in order to piereut 
them ln>m eucrsacJnng upon tlie nuJway, or long 
lines of fencing anaivered the sanie purpose for the 
antiwdrifts. 

We saw few' signs of life, and ilie loneliness of the 
steppe m/ide me rcaiESe something, of those vast 
empty spaces of Asia which from look of w'ater will 
for ever Im* dreary wastes forsaken hy mankind. Yet 
A picturea^iic crowd was usually ussemhltHl at the 
stations. Hairless-faced men with high oheidc-bones 
were clad in long padded coota reaching to their 
heels, or wore sheepiikitia, tlicir rope or straw-anled 
shoes being tied with leather thongs criss-oross from 
Ifnea to ankle over thick woollen stockings. Among 
a variety of headgear the quaintest reaembleil early 
Vii:turiau eoal-seiittle lu>iuiets tied under the chin. 
'J’hey were made of brightly coloured velvet, with 
hioad fur-Uued brims, a fnr-iicjed flap behiml and 
tappets over the ears, and looked mont comical whim 
worn by brawny Kirghir, who strode up and down 
the plaifomis trolling long whJpis in their hands. 

The warm weather was now lieginiiing, and the 
Russiau women who sold tcii and hot water from big 
brass eaniovnra hod discarded their winter clothes and 
appeared in flowered cotton dresses with gaily coloured 
handkorehiefa over thiiir heads. Their children were 
running ubom. barefoot, and I was omuHcd at watch¬ 
ing un encounter betw^eeu a lightly chid urohiii and 
a smart little boy ivho wa* trsvellUig in our over¬ 
heated train. 'Fhis latter, who had n long fur-lined 
coat, a lur cap and galoshes over hia boots, held up 
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Jua foot for Oie admiration of the platform youngster, 
who laughed good-humoiini^Iy, and stretched out hia 
dusty toes in rcaponae. 

In spite df fihe wann aunatiiiie, oitra were the only 
windows (ipem in the whole train, and when, wftOT 
leaving Siunura., tuy UroUtcr luid obtained ffCjih &ir 
by freely tipping a moat raiiictiini mmlu^Ttor, uti 
offioinl tiiglior in rank '.‘umo t<0 enquire whether it wus 
not H mistake and whether after all w'e rlid not wish 
to be eerewefl op again 1 I «>uld not iraagine why 
our fellow-posfengcra did not follow our example, 
because, before we reached 'I'ushlccnt, the snti flamed 
down from a cloudlcstt blue sky | fJio hoopoe, harbinger 
of spring, chased its mate ; tiie nrestetl larks asng, and 
the rhihlreii ofTerarJ big bunches of the little mauve 
iris, i'loughing was visible in phicos, and a faint 
green 11 us]] w’as spreading over the vast plain, which 
near Tashkent gave wa 3 ' to grassy downs on which 
cattle graced. 

At Iho imposingdooking station of Turkestan we 
made enquiries raj^peoting tho flogs that we noticed 
hanging out on all tiie plutforitis, and to otir jq)' were 
told iliof they were in honour of the taking of 
Pr^emyzL An offleer of miiitoiy police with whom 
my linotlier talked, said iJiai thlH victory hud come 
at tm opportune nmtncnt, os there was corciidentbte 
unrest among the native population. 

We ivorf! sorry not to see tJio tomb erected by 
Tamerlane in tJie old city of 't'urkestun to the meniury 
of a Kiighijt saint, for Romonolf, on authority on 
Mobatuedan art. who luis visited a laige proportion 
of the rnotMjues and shrines of Central Asia, consider 
this spleni lid building to be ii inoBtcrpiece. 
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BEYOND THE TIAK mUN TO SASHOAB 

Fiithaiu Si » fiOitntrj of cmAll atitmtj hut pJU>uiuiiDg in putn and 
frniUt; tuil II m inTWtiftdnd w^lh liUli m ill ikhw en tlw wwt 

. « « AbdiisA h ibv 0K;pit4i Tlu dUtH«Tt ilioimiJM tai birds mod bfluw 
of game. It* jiliMowili »re po ttw roport goM tTwt fowf isttmu 

mmy ilino oo tho brcrtti of twm of fliiiffi and up! 1» *We I* Aokb If.— 
Jif«3«oirv ^ 

Aftiib three diiju iiod mght« in the train it was 
p[o^ant to make a halt at Tashkent* the mpita! of 
Turkestan, tlwiigb Lha sinlden change of 
othnatc was seinewliat exliBUSting. It was towards 
the end ol Marchu nod tlie whole town, famous for ita 
fruit trees, was embowered in pink atui white hlossom, 
and the avenuM of magaiSeent poplars, willows and 
Iieantiful Turlfcstau dius wore sitaking out their fretili 
green leaves. 

The Ruaaians, uudar General Kaufiuann, took Tash¬ 
kent alxiut fifty years ago, and have laid out the new 
town with broad toads planted with fine trees that 
are watered by urigation. There are ohurohes, public 
parks, trani'linea and imposong-looking shops, the 
considerable Russian population appearing to mix 
freely with the Burts, as the udiahifants are termed 
by the doniinant race. In Imlia a white woman of 
whatever class has a poaiiion witli tlse natives, but 
here the ordinary Russian woman ts seemingly on an 
©i^ualitr with them, and not infrequently nmiries 
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t!LQ.m. In thn best coufcctioner's sLop, efin'ed by 
lluimiui girb, natives mme in ami boiiglit and ate 
cokes and stiiwtg cn the premises, siclo by side mtJi 
aguut oSicGiv or etegtont ladies evidently belonging to 
tlio upper eirclea of Tnalikniit society. 

Even in lliis lemote port of t.Iie Russian Knipirc 
the War was hrot^bt borne to the inhahitnnta by the 
presence of fifteen thousan<l prisoners, ttermnns unci 
Austriana, Tlie latior, who were mostly Slava, had 
the privilege of shopping in the to\4'n, and we heard 
that they wem on excdlent terms wth thoir captors, 
wdterejts Ui.o Uemums worn permitted no such relaxa¬ 
tion of their captivity. 

A 1 1 mg narrow street led from the Russian city 
straight into the native town with, its mud-built 
houses, its little stalls of food and ulothing, its mosques 
and shrines, and above all its gnily clad populace. 
But for the people I could have imogfned tnyself to 
be hi a rersiiui city; but hero, instead of men in 
dingily coloured frock-coatn and Ull astrakhan huts, 
and women ahrundeiJ in hlaek from heuci to foot, the 
inhabitants cif both sexes revelled in colour. All wore 
snnirt velvet or embroidered caps, round which the 
gruylicaidK swathml snowy ttirbatis. The men had 
striped coara of many colonis, the Inighter the better, 
the little girls rivalling thcni W'il.h hold contrasts, such 
as a short, gold-1 seed magenlii velvet jackel vrorn 
above a flowered, scarlet irotton skirt, or a coat of 
emorotd green with a vivid bine imder-ganneiit. For 
the most part they were pretty, nwy•cheeked, velvet- 
eyed tnuideus, w'ith their hair hanging down their 
hacks in a doxen ploita, and I felt sony to think 
that ul! their charm would shorily Iinve to disappear 
behind the long cloak, beautifully emhroiden^ though 
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it might Ite. Jmfl Ui(* hiikoufl bltu?t horschaij' veiJ 
afTpctpd by thoir inothors. 

Otia fasctimting little figitre udymed wfitL big car- 
rijug^ luiii brattfleta come liaiieijig down ftB allfiv iciti> 
the !ftreet( holding out Liie ejnU of u scarlet, veil which 
she itad thrown over her Ju'ad, her cotton dress and 
trousers bdng in two fiJisdcs of rose* She pirouetted 
up to a t»U iu A rainbow-coloured silk coat who 
was camdng a tin can. uiid had paused at llic steps 
of lIib mosque to let the chiideen gather round hint. 
To HIT surprise he began to dole out icc-creatn in 
little gJafises, and boys and girls bad delicious Qcks 
in exchunge for small corns. 1 rtunendMSTeil how eii- 
> 400 * I had felt in early youtli when I saw English 
street urchins partaking of what seemed to me to be 
food tit for the gods, iilthough tny nurat! allowed mo 
no chance of sampling it, and in a moniEnt the East 
anil the West seemed to come very near, the ice¬ 
cream man acting as the bridge across the gulf. 

After leaving Tashkent we travellcil rhrougli a 
ricli aiiuvial country waterwl by the Sir Daria, the 
classical Jaxortes, bjhI halted on our W'ay to .indijan 
at' the ancient city of Khokaitd. As at Taablient> the 
Russian and native towns arc separate, and we hired 
a moon-faced, beardless Sart-, attired in a long red 
and blue striped coat and with an embroiJored skull¬ 
cap perched on his shaven head, to drive us round, 

fie raced Jjia wiry little ponies at a great piu» 
along a ande tree-planted avenue ending in ft church 
of protenwtural ugliness sot in a public ganlcu* Nw 
by were Ruiuuati houses and shops, while snwll vic¬ 
torias containir^ grcy-uniforiucd ofTioers or turbaned 
Barts flashed piiat, and native carts laden with bales 
of cotton creaked slowly by. Many of tlic-se carta 


nr. n 


BEYOmj THE TIAN SHAN 


31 


bad big tilts, tile vrijoden ftanifiwotk being 

gaudily painted, and tbe borws iliemselves ivexe 
decked with Jmndnoine Imias ttappiiign. 

The old town, uHtli ite liigh mud walle. ibit*roofcd 
d^uaiitl dwellings, a baxar closely resembling tJiose 
to be found in any Aaiiitic city, and comparatively 
moilcm mosques, had little of interest, tbougb a 
well-known traveller speaks of its thirty-five theo- 
tiigica] colleges: its roarls, as usual, were bad and 
narrow, anti must; be rivers of mud in wet weather. 

.’dany women were unveiieil, otJiem wore the ghoul- 
like horsehair face coveringa, and some of their cm- 
broidenKl coats were so charming in design and 
ixilotiring that I longeil to do a “deal'* wdth the 
wearers, iMany of the people were squatting, eating 
melons which they store during t he winter, or drinking 
tea, a Riusaian woman being evidently a member of 
one family group. We had one or tw-o narrow shaves 
of colliding w'lth other carriages, as our coarhnum 
Uiroadctl hia wav far too fast, for aufety and exchanged 
abusive epithets witli bis brother .Tdius, among wheun. 
were Bussians in black, slecveleaa, caaBOck-like gnr- 
mentft worn over scarlet cotton blouses. The harness 
of the little horses wna adorned with many tufm of 
coloured wools, giving a pretty effect aa these tassels 
nearly swept the ground or waved in the air. The 
life on the toada, the spring annsfiine, the fresh green 
leaves, the wliite and pink of the blossom, and the 
orgy of colour fumuslutl by the Uihubitiiiinta, made 
i he drive an unfiirget table experience. 

A few hours later we reached Amlijan. wliere the 
milwuy ended, and here we had our lost clean resling- 
place until wo Hirived at. Kashgar, I noticed that 
the native women won* Jong grey bumouaes with 
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biBok border!) ending m tiro tatla liiiit were always 
trftiiing in ttie diiBt, And ull hid tbeir fnees in the 
tiuisk'like horBcheii veils. It. wiu^ the iIav before 
Paloi Sunday, und aa we strcillEHl in the evening up 
the cnlditef) street of the town i\ large eongregation 
WH» issviiiig from the cliurcb, even- one carrying n 
small brunch und a little eantile, which each Imd lit 
in the aanetojiry. In the darlcnCM the scores of tiny 
lights Jottbetl like ftre-flics, and I observed how care¬ 
fully the Bscrtsfl flame was sheltered from any dniught, 
AS it is conifidored tnoei important to convey it home 
unextingnIdled. Our liotel was fairly good, but I 
WAS not pleased on retiring to find that luy dt)or did 
not lock, and that my window, opening onto a pubito 
balcony, lad no fastening. To supplement thi'se casiml 
lUTangeiiients 1 made various " booby • tnijia ” by 
wiiich 1 tiliouJd lie awakened if any robber entered 
my room, but luckily slept midisturbed. 

It may give some idea of the vast tnttent of the 
plains of Rueyia which we hud eiruMad by t,tnm, when 
1 mention that there was not a single tunnel un Lbe 
biindreds of mites of rail Wwtreti Poiwjgrad and 
Aniiijnn. 

It wtus tlie end of March when we set out to drive 
the thirty miles from Andijatj to Osh. We pocked 
ourselves, our suit-cuses and i.hu lunch-bosket into a 
little victoria, while Acltmet, the Ruasion Tartar cook 
we Jijid engageii at Tashkent, acconipniijcd our heavy 
baggage iu the diligence. TJie sky was overcast witJi 
heoiy clouds, ao there was no glare from t he sun, and 
the rain of the previous night. Iiad laid iJie dust nu 
the broad road full of ruts and holes. Ploughing 
W’BS in fun swing, barley eomc inches high in the 
fields, fniit blossom (everywhere, and the poplars and 
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willows pkiitefl nJoug tile rHOiinllese irrigHtion chAnncln 
wuidB A delicate veil of pale grueti. Beyond (he 
cultivation Luj' 1>are rolling bills, behind wbiclj rose 
the lofty (nouiitoin r»ngea which we must cross Ijeforo 
we could reach our deatination. 

The whole cotmtrj' eoeined thickly populntcd, mid 
we passed through ^ege after village teeming with 
life, the source <if whicli is the ritur, which nn at 
this time of year in a sUTprieingly namiw etTomu in 
ita broad pebbled bed, and was so shallow fimt. men on 
foot or on donkey-bock wore perpetnolly crossing it. 
Tortoises were enieigijig fmni their winter necliution, 
the orook of the frog filted the land, hoopoes and 
tho pretty doves which are tsenii-sacred and never 
molested flew about, ainl the ringing cry of quail 
and partridge aemnded from cages in w'hkh the birds 
were kept as pets. 

'ITie men. if not busied with agriculture, were 
usual Iv fast asleep or drinking tea on the mud 
platforms in freut of their dwellings, and tiie gaily 
dad women dipped furtively from house to house, 
ofj if riding, eat un a pillion behind tlic men. In 
fine contrast, to her veiled sisters waa a hiindaome 
Kirghiz lady following her huabmid on horseback 
ihmngh the Oah borar^ and making a striking 
figure in ft long green eout, licr heoii and chin WTuppeal 
in folds of white that left her maasive earrings 
exposed to view. She rode astride every whit as 
well os the man did, exchanged renuirks freely wifii 
him. and was tnorenver holrling her child hefow hur 
on the saddle. Other women were carrying ci'adlea 
which must have made riding difficult, and often a 
child stood Iretiind, dinging to its niother*s ahoulders. 
On entering the native town of Ojih, mentionwl in 
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Saber’a Mcmeirs as lieiag unnuqMUtMcl for liealthi- 
uesa and haniit-y of ahnation, we pneset} a 
witli such a batUy eonatructed mud dome Uint if, 
looked like a turnip, and made our way along a broad 
treo'plantod Hlu^tan toad to tbe nojnem. Tkw w*kb 
a house with “ furuighed apartments to Jetv” npd 
t.lie small rooniB, by no tneana ovepcleoa, were 
supplied tt'itii beda, tables and chnim. We set to 
wort to unpack our camp things, and sent jVekmot 
out to buy bread, butler, meat, eggs, etc., for our 
two hujjdiwl and sixty mile title to Kashgar. 

Our lj(«t made no pretenfdona to supply fried, 
but exactly opposite our lodgings was tho oMcors* 
mesa: with true Eusitian hospitality Hh nicmbem 
invited us to take our meals there, and ncjrt rluy at' 
lunch wn met a dorm oflicers, with Umir jovial. long¬ 
haired ctiaplain in bWk cassock with a broad aiJver 
chain and crucifis round hia ueck. Luckily for me 
ilnue were a couple of ofltcem who ofmke Germoji, 
t.Iiough the othent threatened them with heavy fines 
for daring to converse in the language of the ILins. 

In spile of the Tsar's edict, vodka and wine II owed 
freoly {tJic iloctor had evidently gfwn medrcjj cer¬ 
tificates libemlly to the meaaj and numerous toasts 
were drunk, every one clinking Mh glass with mv 
brother's itnd mine us the healfh of King Deoige, 
the Taar, our journey, and so on were given, AU 
were mrat kind, fiioiigh I couiil have wished Rusaian 
entertainmente wem not so long—that Imtchmn 
lasted over three hours—"and we left in a chorus of 
gixtd wishes for our ride to Kaaligar. 

We wore roused early next raoming by the arrival 
of our caravan of small primes, and with much 
tjmirrelling on the part of their drivers the loads 



m n 


BRY0N13 THE TIAN SHAIf 


22 


at toat had I'jur saddles put> ori 

a couplu of iti-fcd nmiiials and started off bcaide the 
nwhlng rircjr ou otir first atAgc of tis'enty miles. The 
ponieA ^V'ere ver}' mferiur to the fine intilea witli 
which we Jtad trevelled in PcrHiBf and our imiticMlor 
atecds would rerttdniy have broken down long before 
we rcaehetl KooLgar If we bad not dbfmouDted and 
walked at frequent intervals throughout the whole 
jontTiey. 

At first the rood was Mccelleiii as wo left prottr 
little Opth nestling under Baber'n mountain of n 
beautiful figure/’ and made our way up ii higljly 
cultivated \*jdley towards ihe distant snowy peaks, 
Wc w-ere escortwl by a fine-looking Ming Bashi or 
“Commander of a Thousand/' who had a broad 
velvet belt set with bosses am! clasps of handsfimc 
Bokhara silver-work. He wore Lho chametorLstte 
Kirghiz headgear, a conical white felt with a turned- 
up black brinif and four black stripes, from the back 
to the front unil from aide to aide of t he brim, moating 
at t'he top ami finishing off with a black lasaeL, Wc 
were to see this baadgaar conataotly rluritig the next 
eight months, &s it is worn throughout C'hincsf* 
Turkestan and the Pamim. Owing to the ptescoce 
of these Mittg met with extreme conaider- 

Htion, village /tff/s and thair servants escorting ua at 
every stage and securing tlic right of way for ua with 
cam vane. Thift was a privilege that for my part I 
keenly appreciated, ne the irack, when it skirted the 
(funks of tho nioiiotains, was hardly ever wide enough 
for on® animal to pass anoUier, and I hod no wish to 
be pushed out oI tuy sadtile over the precipice by the 
great bales of cotton that formed the load of moat 
of the ponies we met. These ofikdolB nauaJly secured 
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tiome gKrilei) or field, n (tlrtce of uml ntnning 
wuler, when* wo could lunch ond rest ot mM-djiy, and 
ofteii they brought a silkoB cuahion which they offered 
to tny brother. They were giiTjJrieed when he bunded 
- it ou to me, for in I^lohamedau countries the women 
is conddexetl lust—if at nth 

In Uie Osh district hotses, ciunels, donkeys, cows, 
goats And sheep were in Abundance, tlie sheep having 
the dufnba oHiig bunch of fnt os s toil, which nonrishes 
the auimnl when grass runs short during the winter 
montlis. Tlisy had long hair like goata iiud rabbit- 
like eaia, were oohnuDed blank, wJtitCi bnjiivn, grey or 
bdT, and looked far larger in proportion timn the 
nndiusixcd cattle and potiiojf. On the road we saw 
mnny of tiiie characteristic carls iJiof> had [nimenaely 
high wheels with prominent hubs. The driver sit im 
a saddle on the horiBe'a bock, aupiKirting Lis feet on 
the ahaftft, thereliy depriving the animal of half its 
strength for pulling the load and proving that this 
nation of bom tidora has not grasped the clemeiitaiy 
prindplt's of driving. Tliesc carts hud no sides, but 
carricij their hnids in a curious receptacle of trellis- 
work, as shown in the illuratrAtion. 

We reached our Hr?tt nights lodging about four 
o'clock, and f wiis glad ta dismount, as riding at a 
foot pace on an animal tJnit is a slow walker is a 
tedious buaines!i. Ail those lialting-plnc-cs in Hussion 
territojy ware much alike—a couplf of sninll pltistered 
rooms, often mth bedsteads, table and stools, some' 
times looking into a courtyard whore tho ponies were 
tied for the night, but- often with no Hhelter for the 
animals and their thrivera, dolor Boi, the rfiupmsai 
from the Kashgar Consulnte sent to escort ua, was of tho 
utmost Hcrvicc to us on the road. I notiecil Umt many 
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of lli» mctt wi> {lAN^eU liiin by throwing their 

whi{w &jim right to ]oft eerosii their chests, and tbdr 
deference made me FGHlize iJic high esteem in which 
he Wft3 heid. He put Up our Mttnp IwiU, tabled aud 
chairs, and fount I water for r»nr folding hatha. It 
wne usually cold at aighi, and hesidea warm under- 
clothing I had a sJieeping euek, rugs and tny fur-lined 
coat.. \Ve always got up ai ^.30 a.ie., and 1 did a 
haatj toilette in the dark ;rith the aid of my torch¬ 
light. Achiiiet producmi^ coffee, eggs, lireatl, hotter 
and jam for our early hreakfairt, while .lafor Bjii 
packed cnir bcihlmg. 

Once or twice w« were accommodated in the house 
of a tillage oml found the Hocus covered with 
* felta and caipcta, and a table njircjcd with bread, 
sweets, rolsinaj almonds and pistachios. One of our 
hosts kept ilk treasures iu a wonderful gilt, red uud 
black cheat, from which he prcHliiced a handsome 
watch given him by the Itiisaiana. This ch^t emitte^l 
a loud musical note when opened or shut, in order, I 
presume, to warn the owner if thieves attempted to 
riHe it. At night his servants removed h» bedding 
of Bokhara silken quilts, but with touching confidence 
left the box: in our chargs I 

Our second day^s marcli found us npproacliing the 
mountains, and we iwle to the top of a tow pass 
where hiiJa stashed with Bcerbt, rrmu-ou and yellow 
rose oiu! behind another, to he dominated by rhe 
glorious snow-fovered Tian Shun paka clear cut 
ugtiinst. a superb bhja sky. W'alidng down the pitsaea 
was certainly preferable to slli.ing on a atumbling 
piny, but 1 found it mther bard work, aa the track 
was usnoll}' very eteep and littered with Joow atones, 
on which one couht cjwily twist an ankle or tumhlc 
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Lmiilong. livery now ami ugaiii it look^sd as if we 
bad reached the bott-om, wjjen lo, after taming a 
corner, the truck ^igsiaggeil down l>eneuth our feet 
iwemingly [uiiger and steeper than over. 

During this nian-li we passed n party of L’htnese 
boujKt for Kashgtir, csousistlng of an official and a rtcli 
merelumt with their retinues. The Indies of the party 
travelled in four mat-eovered paJunquins, each drawn 
by two ponies, one leading and one Iwhind, mid 1 
pitied them Imving to descend these steep piaces in 
such swaying eonvcyeiuxi#, TTiey ivere attended by 
a crowd ef servants in aliort. black coats, tight troiiseni 
and black caps with hanging lappets lined with fur, 
the leaders being old men efad in brotxudes and 
wearing velvet shoes and quaint Ht.niw Inds. As 
seems usual witli upper-ciaas Chinese, they were very 
indifferent horeemen, and sat on bundles of silk quilts, 
not attempting to guide their ponies in uny way. but 
letting the burly Kirghiz loud them by the halters. 
Til striking contrast to them was a fine-iooking man 
in u long green and purple striped c«ul. from bho 
liandijfime girdle of which hung 4 silver ^ sheathed 
knife. His boldly cut aquiline features were mir- 
mounted by e black fur cap, and os he rode <l<jwn the 
pass on a Ireautiful Baduk^ani horee (Jie pair made 
a delightfiil picture. 

CaruvauB laden with bales of cotton toiled uphill 
towards us, and sometimes we ntei a string of camela; 
but iionies did most of the work here, their email 
hea<ls peering out from between their bulk>' loads. 
They had lielht hiuig round their nechs, enabling the 
approach of a piick-traln to Ive hennl at a cunsidembte 
distance, and si'tedatly favoured animals wore rail are 
of blue beads to avert the evil eye. 
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otravAiw »e met gangs of Ksshgarw going 
to work ttt Oflh or Audijwi duritig the summer, in 
order to enrn the money cm which they live throiighcmt 
fJie winter. They were stmtly men, their white teeth 
(lasliing in fneea tnniiBd almost Ulnek by the aim, mid 
they wore Jong padded cotton coats of all lolonrs, 
the moat tisiml being scnrlct* faded to deJicicnis tint*. 
As those coats w'oa* turned back to euable thorn to 
walk more freely, we had the wulrast of a bright 
turquoise blue* or an emerald green or a purplt! liijmg. 
Some walked barefoot, others in long leather riding* 
iHKjtfl or felt leggings* and all had leatlier «»j>8 edged 
with fur. Each man carried a bundle of his belong¬ 
ings, out of which cooking-pom often (K»pcd, and 
some one in the gang wils certain to have a far, a kind 
of inandoUne, with which to utnuse the piirty, or 
perhaps u bagpipe or a anull native dnini; tt was 
pleasant to come across a group of these wayfarers 
beguiling their long march by Ustenitig l,o the music 
that hoe so strong a faacination for OrientaJs. 

Tlic farther we left Osh behind us the mow Iwtren 
becamo the wmptry, until wo marvelled how the 
Hooks and herds could flupp<»rt life on the ac^iy 
Vegetation. At one point the hills wore a bright 
scarlet nud it was strange to sec a red mud-biiiH; 
village with aheep grasdng in this brilliantly coloured 
sd^t.tingd Wc cfOiwed rtvejft atiii streiuiiS manv tiuies* 
but thov wera JiPt deepp (of thiJ lUoiintein flJJRW hiul 
aut luid ivc found the bridges fonnwl oi 

rciygli popliir st^rt^ii with big holfis into which bouldots 
were stnekt far d^gerous than tb^ water- Ii 
was during this imrcli that my pemy nmirly mkd 
our joint iUireeiii by bulking with to the etJgi? of 
a prtdpici^. Wo we*^ pimdng a donkey hiden vritb 
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bnisliwood, alt onlioiii^' of wliicb rtty hrotiter's 
hoisQ oo oiiead hftd not taicon the gnuiHeet notice^ 
when my ftiiimwj made a hjg nod if Jufar Boi 
had not tceized the rdn i held out to lam and hauled 
at. it numfuUy while I urjged my mount with whip 
mid voicf>, we shoiild both have fidlen into the river 
rushing far heluw. 

The crux of our joiiruey was the croa&ing of the 
Terek Da won or Pass, 12,000 feet Ugfi, and the night 
before we Judged in ojiAois, at its foot, iu place of the 
iiftual resf-hou^. 

It was my first experience of the liee^hive like 
homes of the Kirghli;—** a dome of laths aud o'er it 
Celts were apreiid "—ond, aa we had ridden tiirough 
heavy rain and hail the last part of the way, I was 
exireniely tiiaukful to pasa liohind a felt curtaiu and 
find myself in a snug etroular room lined with felts 
and embioideriee. A fire wiia lit. on Llie ground in 
the centre, the emoko escaping from a huge Imie in 
the roof, and by squatting on the floor wo coUJd more 
or leas avoid the acrid enioke that maile our eyas 
water. 

In the morning we started at seven o'clock, anxious 
to reach the top of the pose before the sun, now hot 
during the day, could mdt the snow, 'f’o otir intejifie 
relief it woe a anparb day, a few fleecy clouds sailing 
across a deep turquoise aky. 1 was clad in a udX' 
tun* of arctic iiml tropical attire, wearing a lauther 
coat under my thick tweed habit, woollen putties and 
fur-lined gloves, along with a pith hat, blue glosses 
and gniixa veil. We Boon coma to the anew and 
rigzagged upwards on a narrow track moving in 
aingla flic, any animal trying to pass another being 
liable to full headlong in the soft deep anow on either 
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side, a faw that befell titro of oiu luirty early in the 
day. After a wliiJe, as W6 advanced, tie great (teaks 
towere<J on all aides, abarply fliIJiouette<I againeit itieir 
blue background—notbing but white ns far as eye 
could reach; and hore and there skeletons sliok- 
ing out of the snow bore eloi^uent witness lo tlie 
teniblo annual toll paid by the faundmla of horses 
and donkeys that have tu cress this omd pass. 1 
could hardly lielkve Uiat it was possible Uf ride over 
these inouQtains, so stoeply did they rise above ns; 
and at i he worst port of the ascent some sturdy 
Kashgaris coming down towards us had much ado to 
keep tilieir fcek even thougli t.liey earrlsd long staves, 
one man falling headlong and rolling i* cunsidctable 
distance. Tho lust puJl to the crest Is aimest per¬ 
pend iriilur, and is noted Ibr accidents—^here my 
brother's pony nearly went over—but finally, caravan 
and all, we roacJied the summit of the pass in safety, 
an<l diantounlotl to enjoy fbc fine view. Before us 
lay the great Alai Range, peak towering above peak 
of boldly serrated mountatna. Over us hovered a 
huge vulturt!, and S8 1 looked down the track in 
front, where tlio snow was portly melted, hideoita 
heaps of bones ivere revealsd, and I felt iJial the ill- 
omened bird knew that it would never tack food so 
long as Rufisia did nothing to improve this execrable 
road. 

In book-B of travel the writer frequently " swings 
down '* such places, but my aiponetioo was voiy 
diffarent, as we crept ilown the w'opst pacts on foot. 
The snow on the farther aide was ret ten, and onr feet 
broke through it to water rtinning underneath and 
big bouldent. It was the kind of path on which one 
could easily break a leg, and for a loadod pony was 
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M cruel ordenl, if not nlmuMit unix>!^iljle« Even where 
the enow bAcl entirely melted near the foot of the 
paas the n-ny lay through n mniis of iHinhlera and 
fllippwri' mud nnist tndng to imy haggage inunuil. 

For oumelves we had nothing to conipJain of. and 
a Dinrch of gcvon houra found, ua at the little reei- 
house enjoying some lunch; but our I'jiravun fared 
very ditierently. The iliatiincc was only twelve miles, 
but so lj«d was the going that the poniea, though 
lightly hiden, vrere almut thirteen hours on the rtw^, 
imd four poor anitnala stayed out jill night. We had 
no evening meal till nine o.'cloeh, and our liold-ath 
wlion iJiey arrived were encrusted with ioe Uiat hod 
nuido its WM}* inside and jgoaked mu betiding. We 
had no means of drying it in the senu, and so were 
obliged to sleep in our clothes. We were too thankful 
to be safely over the pass to heed bucTi minor dis- 
i^omlortSr and were indeed most fortunate; for the 
rond was closed for some days after our journey in 
order that a freah track might be trampifd down by 
4[riving unloaded uiiiiiiuls ovroas it. 

On the morrow our caravun had a much-needad 
rest till mid-duy^ while we unpacted our bosses and 
driefl our w'et belongings la the auu. I was (;on<!etnfld 
about my face, as in spite of all my precautions 1 
fouitd tliat my cheeks, nose and lip^ were terribly 
swollen, and besides being burJit a brigJit scarlet, all 
my skin was coming off In patches, making mo moat 
uiisiglttly in appearance. On my mentioning this es- 
perienoe not long ago ut an eminent gofigrapher and 
traveller, he assured me that, if I had thickly powderetl 
my unlucky visage before enwiimtering sun ami snow, 
it would have got off sco^free, and 1 insert the hint 
for the benefit of futtire travellers. 


rrf. ir 


BEYOND THE TIAN SFLVN 33 

Our next stjigo was IrkcsliUm, sliimted nt iJus 
junction of iLc Oljh-Kaidjgar anti AJai routes. Jn the 
time of Ptolemy it w«s an imponant centre on tJm 
great trade rttute which ran from Pome across jVaia. 
to Chinn, the '* Stone Tower ’* mentioned hy the Grwk 
gcK^pfier lacing either here or in the vicinity. To¬ 
day it conaiflfaj of a isn mi I fort gu rrisoned by CMsackit, 
with cuatotns and telegraph oBicta all set down in 
hopcle^ly barren eurroundinga. 

We were Jiospitahly welcomed by the cutttoma 
officiaTs wife nud stHter, hut. were sotry to find that our 
host wafl ill. After fJie nine o’clock supper we retired, 
my brother sleeping in same outhmise, and I in a little 
room which niy hoeiess’s sleter iiad kindly varnted 
for me, where J had a queer ciperiance. As the 
window was hermetically aeaJefJ up for the winter, 
and iJie stove was Jit, I hud perforce to leave the 
door open in order to escape partial suiFocatioiu A 
large carpet, was suspended from the ceiling above the 
bedstead, acroea whidi it was cairiod, and hung down 
to the floor, and upon the bod were a sljwr, a velvet 
bedspread and a couple of lace-covered pillows. 
Slipping into my rugs I put out the lamp, mid «w I 
iviiH comptidiijg myself for slumber 1 becamo aware of 
a stirring nndDr the bed, and a breathing. Thinking 
it must prw'ved from the dog or cat, witli both of 
w^ch 1 had made friends, I tapped the carj«ft and 
said ^Sshl*' reflecting that if I troubJed to drive 
the amnia] out it ivould t>c sure to return again Lv 
the open door, and as all was quiet I thought no more 
about, the matter and went to sleep. 

Some time In the middle of the night I was suddenZv 
roused hy fading the tted violently jolted and to my 
horror Iteard loud and unmistakably human snorea 

n 
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proceeding from under it* ConBiderably start led, 1 »a.t 
up in the pitcli durloifliss jmd listaued to hett^7 brentli- 
ing wtiila I summed up llie situntion, TJio intruder 
could not ijo a Ijuiglar, as there wan notliing to steal, 
anii of counw 1 was In no danger, aa 1 wutd rouse tbe 
■ house in a moment, ray <ltior lieing open* 1 felt it 
trould be wrong to make a disturbance as our lujst 
was so ill; 1 could not commiuucute with my brother, 
for I hud no iiJea where he was. imd it would have 
been iraposaible to leave the hoiuw and search for him 
in tlifl wind and darkness, with savage dogs rooming 
about. Another ndternaUve would have l)een to light 
the lamp and cum out the intruder myself; but I 
feared that my lack of Rutaiaii and Turld would 
make this diUicult. aofi it would certainly nmise the 
eatahltshmeitC. All thinga eonaidcred, I decided to 
lie and watch for daylight, my toatchai lieiag to iny 
Imnd, After the unknown bad turned over again I 
beard the rcguhir breathing of deep sluiiii)cr. nnd 
soon. contmiT to my intention, I dropped off to 
sleep niyself. 

Wlicn T woke about, seven o'elmh it was 
light. Examining my bed with some trepidaticui, 

1 found a space between it and the wall at. each 
and. Boliiiid my pillows was a heayj' red felt, and 
pulling this up I came upon n makeshift bed with 
pillow and bedding umlerneath mine. Tlie oncupant 
had ^ dlwovorcd the place at tho^ end of 

the l^ed where ‘‘ it *' must have crept ont noiselesaJy 
T.hroogh tlic open d(»r I 

1 said notliing to our btistfisaea, who came atroight 
from their beds to give us bread nnd i^offee before we 
started. They rode with us for n couple of miles tn 
speed UR on our way, and I was somewhat surprised 
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to JSSK that tliey niprely puJIp*J long coats ov«r their 
night attire and nminad their hcuila in ahatvb before 
rimy mnouted ibeir hontua. It was not until wc had 
hiifio lliem fareiteJl that I was able to rclaf© my 
adventure to my brother lUid dtRpiiaa this ciiHoua 
example of primitive BufisijiLii eystaant. 

We part^j from iJie ladies at the Kiiiir Su, ihe 
ri^'or that wtttcre Kashgar, wjtich wo found verv 
dilbiMitt to cpoaa owing to the fliies of half-nidted ice 
in tile middle of the stireHm and tihe broai] ice shelves 
tliflt protrudofl from eitlier bank. We were iu>w ip 
ChuieiK! Turkestan, and uiir luUting-plares rhangnl 
coDfliderably for Lho worse; indceil, the animuJfi were 
relatively Irnttor houae^l titan the hmnuii beings. 
Usually WB rode into a sntalJ ystd, two erdee of which 
were given up to the ponies,’ while only dark rooitia 
lit Jiy a bole Ln the roof were reserverl for travellerg^ 
The cseilingg were unploatored, r.bo interstices of the 
poplar beams being alufferl with hay, w'lii<di aa the 
weather grew wjwuier would lie a haunt of scorpions 
and tarantulas, Tlicni was no fttrntturo of any kind 
in these hotels with tlicir rxmnbling miid walls 
and nncveii dfiora, and 1 was aiways tiuinkfiil w'hcn 
1 filept in tJieni that tlie " ioKcot season " had not 
begun. It was not easy for ate to alc«|) in these 
places, for the servants seemetl to tall* all night 
long ; oioreover, os my room was merely wutrie'and- 
daub I could hear rii'ery movemenr. of the rtmtnff lff 
on the other side of the thin walls, its they niunched 
their foddm, fidgetc:!, and now and again erreamed 
and tried to kick one anotJier. 1 a*aa also often 
roused from my alum ben by some ml that would 
leap down through lha hole in the roof sail would 
prowl about until my angrv '* Sah I" frightenfti it 
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int^ dcpiirting, thflUgh it would probuhlr retiini Inter 

ttnd cJistiirb me tigaiu- . 

At the first of tlead unptcpostwsatng stnge* we 
vrere gieete^l Hy n ^i-ytVA or yameo r^ner,” who 
had been demited by ita Chinese mitlionUes to escort 
U3 for the reniainder of the joiimey. He whs n string 
tigure. with u scarlet and yellow pJnstrnn on hifl cheat 

denoting bis official poailion- 

Our onward route lay acroea many low p^acs. one 
1 remenilier being <ax)Wni!d by « dcflerted tort» ^ 
ruemento of Yakub Beg, and cluatercd round this 
stronghold were mnny ahrinea—pilM of atones adorned 
with wild tiheepa’ horns and with^ poles on which 
fliit4ered coiintl(«3 n^, tlm idea tmiiig to rtinuid the 
buried saint to intercede for tlie giver of t he ec^P 
ololh or cotton. After thin we frayerBcd a diatoct 
strewn with conglomerate rock* which luwumed the 
rnoflt fantastic and weird shapes, and w® w-ound 
through a long defile where the Iomb lulla were cnni^d 
and frilled, looking much lite rows of hiillet rfcirt^i 

flung one upon another, . 

The rengca rieorcased in height as we piocewlcd, 
the sandv detritus moving down on htiirrcn valleys in 
which we saw very little sign of lUc. There were (iio 
pretty smtiw pigeons, the ubirjuitoiia cromi, and occa* 
siDdallv magpies standing on the Imckfl of a few goats, 
pecking the ticks from their hdr as the animals fell 
on lilniORt invisible herbage or pawed the bark from 
branches of willows t hat were cut down for the purposi:. 

Ever since wc hati crosseti the Terek Dawan the 
weather liail ln!en eold and windy, with fluent 
dust-stonna, the sand driving in great red clouds 
across the treeless wastes, and enveloping us aud our 
caravan in grit that made the eyes wnart. 
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Farther and iarthcr the hills recfided until we 
emerged on to the great Ka^Jigar plain, where ai 
Minioltour last hnlljng-placc, the irrigatetl fielda were 
gret'n with empa, the treea in leaf. eliimpH of irine* 
about, to burst into flower, lizards dart.iog among th^ 
otimcfl, ttiul frogia clitmting loudly from the water- 
eoui^. To give some idett of the aise of Uic Tian 
Shan Range it may be mentioned that nine out of tJie 
twelve Stages of our journey lay tjiroiigh niunntalna, 
0(1 April 10, the tliirty-sixth day after leaving 
EngliUid, we rorle across the st-ony plain towarfla n 
long green linn on the horizon that indicated the goal 
of our journey, pnaaing on our way an old watch- 
tower erected in bygone day** on the edge of the 
Dosis to give due miriiifig of Kirghiz raiders. Some 
miles out of the city a fine B&ddlo-horw and a Hcltety 
hotidcd victoria met ua. HTv brother mnuntwJ the 
one anti 1 got into the other, to be jolted over atones 
and in clouds of dust towartht f^shgar. As we 
entered ilio riasis with its avenues of willow, poplar 
and mulberry that sarroun*led the town for miles. 
Sir CTCorge Macartney and bis children appeared to 
welcome us. and w's also had a giectiiig from tiie 
Indianij. when we entered a garden and sat down at 
a table on which k lavish meal hml been spread. IVo 
ludted farther on to exchange gT«>ling3 with the 
.Swedish ml'ssionaries, then drove in the ted diuft to 
whero thfs RuBsian C^>ii9uI*OciieTAl Rijd hi^ fitsiH 
hospitably entertain wl mi, and ofterwarda to the 
Chineac rtjoeption. where mote tea bad to l>e ripped. 
This was the Jaai a topping-place, and it was with loy 
that I heard the diildren who shared my lamage 
sav, as we ridrted the casteUatod city wall, that wo 
w«c flt last nearing the British Coasulate. 
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We ilfovc into a large ganlcn plantwl with trecs^ 
whtitre Lady MacoTtney came down the slepa of a 
big, plcamng honac and, giving 03 tlie fcindeBt of 
greeting!i, led us into the dinin g* mMitii, Hero ^ it 
waa BO delightful to be oni« more in an Eiigliiih 
atmosphere and to hilk to a countrywoman that I 
could not WMst partaking oS afternoon tea. though 
it waa for the fourth time einoc we had entered the 
KAshgaf Onsi^. 
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T-fre AT KASHGAR 

For alHMt (u{ Lch) ift «««t4d iti i^lonl mww 

bMW* ^nrta tfiicn flf H JiflpTTJtt fftnil 4lu^ iflfUJwi 

Thm isa^ wbite InxUnk, llwlr biaitk tUeIr loa* *nd -jnpi* 
dUa ftranhing QQllcly t* Hw? Jffnnwui iind 0|»P itt frcftt iliRwllHi » 
flbortor tinHop»fk( gift int Uw nlfU th^tr hoifvy riding-lK-st* ^ iilwsk 
kiftlbir. iiU gwTw* thum ui iDipcdiiie f%nifl«S m^num 

m Rwi^tfijJ io iiUiiTtiw jvi m fn^ from tcdiwi fffingjn® ^ TlbnlAn 
huffoKicry, Pi*dr tboroi likit mm ftEn»Fvf tnoaltejr 
lim Kfmmd tbefit--—^ lortmii *m Ko^nffttr 

— BDHIfti? SlIAV- 

0?r th^ second dny after our arrival th« Macartucya 
and thoir chiUIran left for England, but, bttfiy tliougb 
my hostess was, she found lime to shovr me evciytfitog 
in the house and offices, giving me all aort^ of hinta 
tliat proved itividuabls later on- 

1 was ddighted with Chini Bagh (Chiii^ Giirden), 
as the Consulate was callcdi lltc well-pliitmod* airy 
house being set on low eliffo slmve ^ the river* 
The large garden waa full of fnnt h^es Iti Hlr^ssomp 
its most cliarming feature being a terraou shaded by 
lofty poplars, from which we liad u fine view of the 
river winding away to our and could look down 
upon fields green witli spring cn>ps and watch the 
gaily clad people moving along the network of roods 
and piths. In fact we were so far above the world 
that 1 was snmetimea reminded of iho " I-sdy of 
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Shnllot '* atnl liftr utiigif? mictor, the busy Ilfo passing 
below seeming almost like a viaion when viewed from 
this post of vanToge, where we ounsolvea wore qrtiR' 
tmob^tved. 

Another point tluvt pleased me greatly about Our 
new home was the fact thati we could walk on Liie Dnt 
roof of the house, and every now and ngoin, when the 
air was f/ec of the jilbpervitdingdusL we could enjoy 
n wondetful rrifitmtoin panomnm. The snow-clivd 
monarcha rose up, peak t^hind peak, in indoscrilrablu 
grandeur, Kungur, us the natives called it, dumiimting 
tJie tvholc, and T little thought that n few months 
Jst«r 1 aliouid be privileged to stand at the foot of 
these supcirb mouutaius and have an nnfoTgettnlile 
glimpse of the vision aptendid.*’ Tho Russians 
always insisted that the great dome of ^Tii^dagh Ata 
(Father of the Snows) could be seen from Kashgar, 
but Captain Deusy dc!iuitoi3‘ «eitlc<l h^' his survey' 
work that this mighty giant was hidden by Kuugtir. 

However, there waa far mom prose than poetry iit 
my life at Kasligar, particularly' at firat, W'Leu I was 
o«;cupied in coping with the details of housekeeping. 
I laboured under the diaadvontage of being unable 
to speak Kussian to tile cook, or Turk! to the otlicr 
servants, hut forLunaleiy old Jofar Bai, who was 
entrustod with the purcliuacs of supplies in the bazar, 
spoke Feisian, and oa I have a working acquaintance 
with that language he could act as my interpreter. 
To counterbalance my lack of tongues 1 had « fair 
hnow'ledge of cooking mid a good deal of energy, u 
qiiality useful in dealing with tho alackness of the 
(Oriental, particulorty in Mofiamedau countries, where 
a woman is obligeil to hold her own, as her sejc is of 
so little oceount. I speedily difscovered that Achmet, 
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d Rufiiunii eTigdgod nt Tddhkcnt for tfip high nrrm o/ 
hvG ppiiodd a month, waft hartilv ft cook At ali and 
oould only imikp iwo of three M>aps ami prej>jue tlio 
flame numljcf of meat dwhes; hid bread, moieover, 
vrns uneatable, and not a fringle podding or cake found 
41 place in liis repertory I Thid wae bail enough; 
but hia unwjUtngneas to leain, his lock of reapect and 
liifl cedfluleas wrangling with Jafar Bai. whoae office 
ho wfflbed to usurp, made housekeeping a tiredome 
huGinesfl. Before long it dawned upon me tJmt to 
pay file wagea of a eftr/ anti to be foreei! to do moot 
of the work myself was not good poUey, and when 1 
difloovcred thsi: Achmet imd a woaknoes for alcohol 
I mado up my mind to dLspoiise with hie aervicea. 

Tile kitclien'boy left by Lady Maiairlney hjid all 
the qualities that my late cook Jacked, and f now 
entered upon a poaceful existence us far as the 
kitchen waa coiicemed, Daoud Akhun (Da^dd, the 
Reader of the Koran, us his immo implied) waa a 
burly intelligent youth, and speedily graspei! tiiy 
Persian interlardcil with Turki wowta. But lie hud 
m* claim to his title of .df’Aun, as he could neither 
read nor write, and coDaoqnontly I hod to prepare 
every dish two or three tiiaoa before he could remember 
the right quantities and Iw tnifited to make it alone. 
My little Colonial cookery-book gave ell the recipe* 
in cupfuls or spoonfuls, a method that might with 
advantage be followed in England, aa it b a groat 
saving of time and trouble. 

Battur, the butler of the tfstablislimeut., was a 
guomc'Uke litllo man. perfectly honest., but with the 
mind of a boy of twelve. The othere callod him 
MuUa Sattur, his title, like that of my cook, l>eiug 
due to the fact that hia father hnd Itoea a tmdki or 
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pn^at, though iio himself was entirely dcvoiil of 
education. 

Re and his uiu<iaEiiiig kept I he house fairly well 
whciD Jooketl after, but Onentals are ixii'Utahlj slack 
uceonliiig to Western icleais. arifl it was a constant 
etniogb io maintain a veO' nimlerate stantWl of 
cleanliness an^t order. At- first I t.ricH to twich liiiu 
to sweep the paiiir.ctl floors by means of n damp 
cloth tied over a broom, instead of whisking the dust 
from one place tti another; but he nearly wepl, saying 
at intervals, “ Not good, not gn>od,^^ so averse waa 
he to innovations. As a waiter he had a tireeoine 
habit of stretching hia arm across na when serving 
food or drink, 4uni he had a conatilutionnl inability 
to pul on the lid of a hiscnit-tbi or close a door. It 
was II proud moment when, after many a reprimand, 
he knocked ut my bcflroom door instead of biirstJug 
in without uoticc! Apart from these small failings 
he was very likeable, most consoieDtions, and sonte- 
what resembling a dog in his desire for praise if ho 
did anything w'cll. 

With all hia virtues, he, on one occasion^ nearly 
caused a disaster, os the following anecdote will show. 
Some years before cuir arrival, a British officer was 
in lomporary charge of the Consulate, and as ho was 
a bnohelor the servants soon took advantage of the 
fact tlwt tJicEc was no mistress. One <lay he found 
them going off to their tospective homes laden with 
provisions from lus store-room, and in righteous 
wrath he dismissed over}' one save SattnJ', who had 
not joined in the tlepredations. The little fellow 
then united in bis person the office.^ of cook, butler 
and haiiscmaiti, and apparently did so well that Ms 
master was emboldened to give a Ica-party. The 
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giiests liirivetj, but the pikc^ de Ti^i^mtca in tiii^ shape 
of rock • cokes AVas ao long in appearing that the 
muatGiir cook was aununonDt). Sattur then iisqjIalntHl 
with Home pertiirliation that h« was sure samething 
was wrong with the bakicg-powdeT^ because, altliougii 
he Jiad mLced in a (foubJe qaantitv with tho liour, 
the bans utterly rf'fiiaod to rise. The captatzi ile- 
irmuded see this cuaoua luikiog-powder, tiurl he 
and his guests had a shock when ho discovered that 
it was the ELOiemi: ivhich he kept to curt' the skins 
of tJiu anicniib and birds that he shot 1 

One of the great drawbacks of the Turki is that 
they never wash. Them are no public baths, aa in 
Petaia, nor tloea the rule of a weeMy hath on Frlihiy 
before going to the momiue hold good hem. The 
only thing 1 could do was to Insist finnjy on clean 
garnicjit^ and well w'ashed handa and faces. AIL the 
nervunts ivore ver}’ long aleeves in which they hid 
their hands to show- respect to ssperioiB- They were 
In the habit of a^ing these sleeves as dusteia, but hod 
to roll them up wliem tJioy did any work. 

Jafar Bai, the head willing anii tnist- 

wortliy, was my marketer, but variety in diet was 
diiBcuit to obtain when we had only the to^hest 
of mutton and the stringiest of fowls on whicli to 
depend, Wc were warned that tho heef was ustuilly 
diseaset], and os many cosea of illnfias had ocoumKl 
from eating the Biih caught in the river—some 
being disi^iised and other® oppatently having a 
poisongland—w'o never ventured upon that form 
of food, and no game was to be hud until the 
autumn. 

Fortunately eggs were abundant, and wp obtained 
some butter and milk from our two cows, attended 
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by their caJveSj which took about lialf wliat tilioir 
mothers yioldeji As the amiiU quantity of butter 
produced waa Ijurely Hufiicieut for the table, I tr/ei! 
to aupplemoRt h by procuring cream from the liaaftr, 
but untiickily the Rash gaps do not practise clmmli- 
ness in any form. The creaiii. was alw’ays (liatresaingly 
dirty and !tad to l>e passed tlirougb niiisUn and then 
brought to boiling-point befote it could be uia<le into 
butter, and e^efcn then had an unpleasant smell and 
a dingy appearance. After varioiia trials I resorted 
to suet for my cookings and bought dumbaf the big 
bnncli of fat that forms the tail of the Cent ml 
Asian .•dieep. On our arrival we found that owing 
to the War no white dour could lie purchased iit 
Kashgar, ami we were obligied to have recourao to 
the native article, with ita faTge admixture of grit 
and dust, licfore we could procure Russian dour from 
Oah. 

Tli« Swedes told me tliat when their mission was 
atarteil in Kashgar eomc twenty yeoi* ago the prices 
of food were veiy low, there Iwing practacally no 
money in the country, in those days trading was 
done “in ldnd,“ hut prices had trebled or even 
quadrupleii in tlie bist few years. Even so, 1 did not 
consider them exorbitant when 1 could purchase a 
gmalt leg of mutton foe ts. IfKL, soup-meat at 2^d, a 
lb., a fuir-aised fowl for M., and c^s at alKuit lour 
a penny. Sugar, Russian bacon, cheese and auchlike 
imported thinga were natomUy expensive owing to 
the difTtcuIlies of transport, nie weights were ajtw^ 
(I j lbs.), making a cJtamk (21 lbs.), while the 

Russian, powl was 36 tbs. 

The prices were usually computed in tangas, 
a coin worth about 2d., which, to my great siupiifio, 
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did not TJiis 1115'tliicttl tango ucjuolled 25 

durchin, wLik 16 (angn nncl 10 dareMn made a itevr 
—n coin w'orih about £s. 8d. Tbb ifoiuidMeujir enough, 
but waB ooniplicated tvith the Chinese tael, the Indijii) 
rupee imtl the Russhtn foubU>, »I) theflo coina being 
current in Kuehgar. 

The irnportont question of the JjinndrT wus 
settled satisfactorily by a woman who arrived on Mon- 
dnt's and inslalliMi herself under a shelter in the yard 
where were basins aiiil a hrepluce. On TiicBdnjs the 
iroQof (iifido her appearance, tho same woman being 
unable to see the clothes through Iwih processes; 
anil bIjc was accomnuxlatcd in a room with a long 
table, shelves on. which to depooit the garments, and 
a supply of irons. Ijotly Macartnoy had warned tne 
that this woman hml a fondntiss for doing her work 
on A dirty cloth, and I soon found that she lived up 
to her reputation and wauUi lay aside the clean sheet 
that 1 proviiiL'd unless I looked in upon her at frequent 
tniervals. Though she was a fair iiuncr she had no 
knowledge of staruMng, but we discovered 11 male artist 
who undertook to get up my brother’s sLirt fronts 
and colhus. though he utterly declined to wash them. 

I paid both women some tangae extra on condition 
that they washed and ironed all Utc servants' cloths 
and dusters, my rule being to give out clean ones 
every .Monday and Wwlncsday in exchange for tlieir 
dirty ones; n plan that ensured os much oJcanliuess 
as I could reasonably expect. 

Sliortly hciforc »'e left Kaahgar for England our 
lady ironer departed witlmut wanting to luiother 
town, but tlto male artist kindly came to the micue 
anil took over her job, He used to make the 
most cxtraonltmiiy noises, hut. I fJiought nothing 
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cf them anti] I ejinic mto the ironing-rooni one dar, 
canring a drcii!^ that ifoa oreased. Ilo laid it out 
on the ironing-board and to my honor i^egan to 
ej<!Ct a fliie spray of water from bis montti upon 
it, nmVin g at the some time liie noise iJmi luid 
pnzrJed me! 

There was not much social dissipation at Kasltgar, 
f hoiigli tJiere wus a colony of fifty Rnesians, togethor 
with A boiiy of sijty-five Cciasacka aiu) (heir officer. 
Out of these only a doiwtti made up "Sofieiy,'' and 
wc met twice a week at the '* Olnh/^ providing tea 
and calces in turn. Here four of the men and. nty 
lirother played teruus on a mud couri, an adjoining 
r^tirt- being laid out for ciro<|uet, where (he rest of ua 
played a game with vdde hoops, a “ cagein the 
centre and emaU'headed mailets that took me Intck 
to the days of my early youth. Every one 
“ spooned '* and pushed the hulls into position in 
ft way contrary to every rule of np-to-djvtc erofjuet 
and gt>t quite escjt4!d iiver the games, ft was curioue 
TO see the thoroughly inofficient way in wducli the 
servanta sivept these courts. Their method was to 
kneel down and brush up the .sand with little tw'ig 
brooms that they held hi one hand, while with the 
otlicr they collected the dust into heaps before 
piling it oil one of tlm skirts of their long coats and 
so carrying it offi 

Princ'C Mestchcraky, the Consul-G cd oral, and his 
wife and SLafi were most friendly, and we were invited 
to a round cif dinners and lutirhea, Achmet*s in- 
competence giving me many ati anxinus moment 
when we refiuned the hospitalities lavizthed upon 
us. Unluckily for me, only four or five oi the 
.Knssiane could speak French or Genoaii, and as I 
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till VO no gift of tongues my attenapte to leam 
liu^iun wen fjti' from sTicoewfttJ. 

T)ib was ratliKr tiying* os the Rusaian entertam- 
zDcnfs ran to lanj^h. I always remartifHit thi* first 
luiicli party lo whu-Ii wo were ioWted. It wan given 
in a garden at fwnio dietance fnm the I'nnvulato, 
Mini I drove there well swathed in cloak and veils, 
to avoid arriving with l.lte complexion of a mulatto 
from the clouds of snJTooatmg dunfr tiiat roac up from 
tite road. Driving was olao a jHmAnce, owing t* the 
rough roads along which one was bumped and joltcci 
until one achcf] all over. Our goal was on enclosure 
full of fruit trees in tjJcwiuim and planted witit flowers, 
in whtcli two tong Uhloii, placed on mud platforms 
covered with carjicfs, wore spread with diileront kinds 
of wine, fruit. BWeetiueate and so on. Tim RuasLan 
colony, including tJjc three Mies in tliuir smacteat 
dresses, was aascmliled on a third platrorm hung 
roQiid wiLli Cliinese enibrohlerien. ScuTlet. aumnga 
were strctchcrl almve the tahlea to keep off the sun, 
smd when all tJie gttesta had urriveii we .sal; at the final 
table for an hour and a half, %vliile many zuX'OU^Xtia 
and course after coutae of meat were handed round 
and interminuhle toasts were drunk. 

I am a water-driiiker, but noon found that I sitould 
give olFent'o if 1 refused to return the toasta in wine; 
so I did at Rome as Rome driee. held my gissa up, 
clinked it with other glassee, and ftipped 4kS occasion 
required. The Tsar’s Prohibition Act hod not found 
ite wny into Chinese Turkestan, and never have f 
seen such a bewildering army rd lf4dUeH, Tlie firat 
ioast«i led off in vodka, after which rliffetent wines 
and tiquoum were served in luicnding auccoaeion. 
Among the gueem was a savant a'ho had. spent some 
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years in the Gobi Desert copying ancient inscnpttcme, 
and bad baited uti [vasbgiir on Ilia return to clvilixa- 
tioo. Ilia esploite willi the bcttile were su rcmarkablo 
that my tabk'comptiuiqn auid lio luuat be slukiug 
bis two yesrs' thirst at one f;o T 

Wlicri we had sat till throo o’clock at one tuhte 
we vrero requested to Hiljoiim to the cecoud, where 
ices, sweetmoats, champagne and coffee, and of 
course cigarettes, were s<irvej. After mi hour of rMs 
our bust proposed that we sliotild iake a little 
promenade : so <jff we all went along dusty 

paths bounded by high mud walls and round fneebty 
irrigatod lielik. To compaas tbeso kttur we bad to 
walk carefully on tlie top of the irrigutifiri banks, the 
ladies linding thia senicwbat diflioult owing to tboir 
beck of abnormal heiglit. At one place we caniB to 
u ditch where the gcutlemen insist^ on beiping us 
across, though it was a smol] jump, hut nry 

compauioua bud such exttomely narrow' sldrts that 
they could not have done it tniaided. On our rotiifii 
to the garden the Pnneesa wished to wash her b ands 
90 soap and towels were provided and in turn we 
held out otti bands for a servant to pour water over 
tibem, ooi gdbint liout waving a bottle of eau-de- 
Cologne, with which ho besprinkled the ladies, 

ily bouTl Mliud me when 1 saw tea in readiness, 
witii cukes, biscuits and sweets galore, and I hud to 
wrestle for some time longer witli linguistic dilE- 
culties, thankful that tliree of those aaseuihled could 
talk Frenoh fluently. When a surreptitious peep 
at my watch told me that it was half-post sbe, we 
took our leave amid many exclatiiutioua os to the 
extreme earlinesa of our departure from the lunch 
party f 
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Nice <utd frioudly as the Busskm all were, my 
brother and I tod lives of bucIi a cMorent kind that 
we could not well enalesco. If we dined with them 
we could ttever leave before midniglir., and they theiU' 
said that they liked tt. stay on till fivc o'elock 
in the mnniittg, tlie domes Lies serving up a supper, 
or caUier an early breakfast, from the renimuits of 
the dinner, and possibly they would stroll out to ^ 
the sun rise before they repaioHi to their homes. 
Owing to dieir love of late hours they did not rise till 
mid-day, and «a they conld not enjoy the cool of the 
mornings as we did, they used to ** take tiie «ir ” 
by moonli^t. 

Tlicy did not play bridge, and we could not team 
their didicult card-game, nor was it ptviq iblp to play 
a kind of loto with them, owing to ignomnee of the 
language. 

Those forming “ society " lived apparently in one 
another's houses oU doy long, never liking to Iw alone, 
and the little colony remindml us of the Florentinci 
tendered imino^ by Boccaccio, who, when the 
plague was raging, l^t their d^- and went to a 
lovdy garden outside ita walls, caring nothing for 
the misejy and death they Lad an skilfully avoided. 

In Uiis case it was not a plague, but the World ^V'ar, 
that onr neighbours appeared to ignore, ertcept now 
and again when the Germans approached some place 
where they hod rolativee or frii»n ds, 

I cannot refrain from giving the menu of ono of 
the dinnem we gave tlie Bussians, in order to show 
what Doond and I could nticoiupliab whim workiikg 
together : 


K 
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KEStl, 

DkTivfl <in SahnOD mjiiyitnBAm. Fritxl wiasage?, 

Ttmaio S&iipn 
MeiU Couritt, 

ChtckoQ «fl{i]d. StoAka 4 h t(iiuiwd<«i. f ndEan cimy. Vi^gputki, 

Trill#. Jttm f ftita. Ice*. 

&Tcmrj^—Cljeeac <tlJtiw». 

DeJtsefL 

A dinner sach ns tMa requlned my presence in tbe 
kitdien the grciiter part of two mominga, aod tbe 
food bad to b« airaiigi^d with an eye to Daoud'a 
oapRottiea; for t fought stoutly ogainst tlie Oriental 
habit of loijg waito between the courses. On these 
oceaaijotiH 1 hired an asatstant who did uU that my 
cook would permit, utd Sattui waa stipiiorted by 
Jafar Bai and another chuprivisi resplendent in 
flcariet and gold tmiforma iind snowy lurbana. The 
clerk of the office, who spoke English and Turki, 
always read over the menu more then once to 
Daoud, and 1 instated that the latter should repeat it 
in his turn, in order to be buto that he had memorused 
it correctly. When we were seated at table my 
Atiyi etiea were by no means over; for. in apite of 
my coiiolting beforehand, the waibera were fond of 
getting into one antither'e way, and oi:^caaiottaliy 
there were unseemly wrangles between Saitnr, who 
considered Oiat he was the head, and masterful 
Jnfar Bai, who would sometimes wrench the Iwttlw 
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of wiae from hitn im i»e was oudasvouHug to fiJt up 
tbfl gtoasus of OUT guests. Bui on the wboJo our 
diimeru wbio not itifenor to those giTea by the 
Kussiaus with their larger and more experienced 
staSii, and our gucate enjoyed oomiug to ua, as some 
of PUT dishes, such as cuny, were more oc less a 
novelty to them, 

I have slwa^ likod entcituining, but in this case 
the lunguaS® difBculty used to ksva roe quite ex* 
hausted at the of the evening, and with the 
depressed feeling that 1 could not maJto things go 
briskly. Both my brother and I look lessons froui a 
young girl, tJje companion of the Priacess, hut as 
she 1 VA 3 uneducated and knew no language save her 
own, 1 coiifeas I did not get much benont from her 
instruction, alrJiough I tried to make her touch me 
by tlie Berlitz method. She was* however, a help to 
my brother* who had studied the language at Jileiihed, 
where he had had a good deal of social interuouma 
vritli the Hufisian Cousulate* and who only needed 
practico to talk easily. 

The Qihar Eumpeans consisted of a small Imdy 
of Swedish missionaries, men and women, headed hy 
Br. Raquatte, who* besides bl$ medical work, bus 
publtahcd a Turki grammur and dictioiuify. All 
the Swedes talked English and gave us mui'h infarma' 
tiuD about KiuUigar and ita inhabitunta* in particular 
.Mr, Bohiin, who accompanied us on many of our 
rides. They had a hospital and dispimBar)*, doing 
most useful medical tvork. and had the only printing' 
pn!ss in Chinese Turkestan * from which they issued 
books print(]d in Turki fur use in their achooia through¬ 
out the province, 

A medical miasiomiry in the IDast may be of 
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inciJcnlitblc lo thouBimds^ and Dr. Raquetto'a 

au[;{;6!)sfu] opeffttiona for cntanwjt, itt paflictilar, 
brought film patietits from far hJiotau. Uiifi>r* 
iTirintcIy the Kashgaris were much umJer t he inftiieiite 
of tUtsir tnwWuj And of the native electors, who, not 
nnnatumlLy, objected W foreign mctlioda, the lesulh 
being that they often camo to the Swoflcs only when 
they wen? at tlie ptiint of death. Moreover, thongh 
they looked robust. (Iiey fieemed to have lUUe strength 
to resist tJjo inroads of and any iwrious illness 

curried them off very speedily. 

The mission waa startiKi a {junrtei of a century 
ago. Dr. and Bins. Hdegbcrg, whom we mot later at 
Varkand, being its oldest mom bore. At first it mot 
with persefiitioB. the Chinose stirring up the KaBh-- 
gftrift to besiege the little community in their house, 
but fortunately Mr, Macartney, »s he then w-as, r^e 
to the ffiflctie with his cAuprnssil, and some Russian 
Cossacks aided him in the work of driving ofi tlic 
mob. 

The Kaahgari roughs then wreaked their vengeance 
on the new hospital that was being buJlt on the site 
which it now occupies, and every kind of threat Was 
used to induce the missionanes to leave Eaahguf; 
hut they stood firm, and finally the Chinese official 
who was their enemy was recalled, and forced to 
rebuild the hospital at his own cost. His successor 
announced the ciiango of policy l?y inviting the 
ineuiliers of the mission to a grooi banejuet, at which 
the miich-esteemcd swaHows’‘uest soup was served, 
and so the liatchet was buried for good. 

J always Oiought Ihat die apple-pie order of the 
misaion buildings and the excellent fruit imd vege¬ 
tables grown in the garden U'eie a good object-leatioii 
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to the Ko^hgtirifl, :iiid tudLVi! Ui^y were not iiutcnsiblc 
of Uii«, 09 tJ)o fuilrtwing oucixlote ohows. VVTien one 
of the uiisaionarJea bad engaged u eervant he heard 
an old rctoinai- remark to Urn ucw reenni; *' You muRt 
tw »ur« noti to be dirt^, because tbesne people itre so 
clcftu that if they an; forceil to jtay on nui'ilean iroid 
ibcy go iuimediotety and. wash out their mouthn I ” 
My informaut alfio told me that; n servant of one of 
tlic lady laUsiormries, boiog short of eusli. took all 
her plates to the ba^ar mid Bold them. When she 
turned upon Hm in rtghtoous w-mth^ ho romurked: 

Oh, mtstress, you am nut bfumJng me prufferly," 
Dnd he actually poured out a stnug of must ahunt^'e 
epitheiB, Inviting, nay implomig her to mm thorn 
upon him I 

Our days soon fell into si routine brukt>n \ty the 
English post with its month-old newspapeia. vrhicli 
we devoured eagerly* 'I'he Kcutcr sent across ihtf 
pasties from GOgit gave ua somewhat later information 
about the War, and the Russians received oceaaiuiud 
tutegramshut their knowledge of geography was 
»o Lhnitcd that my bnothar had much difficulty in 
eliciting any s'lear statement as to what was going on, 

Riding was our chief amusumetit, and we pur- 
chased two fine Badakshani horses of the limed 
dsflcdtied by Maroo Tolo, and were ueually in the 
saddle by Lall-pnst Mvcti. TJie muming idr W'as 
delightfully cool, and the rides were wonderfully 
vaiiod, a fresh one for each day of the month wc used 
to Bay- There was also the sound of rmming water 
in the nitmberleas irrigation chajinda as wc rode 
iinijor the trees along aandy tmeks free from stones 
and idea) for vanU'ring. An added ohann wiib the 
fact that the walb on dosing gardens and fields were 
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quite low, und ua « rule Lho cro|H$ were uot fenced 
in at at], snvc bj low banks of eartL 

At first we iwed to be occompanted on our walks 
and rides by Btelka and Brownie, the doga that tbo 
Macoitneya bud left in Our cate. Biclka was 
a powerful white unirnaS rather like a wolf, and 
linlnckily bud such an unconquemble dktike to 
Europeans that he tied to be chained up whenever 
visitors come to the house. On our anival Lady 
macartney " introdmied ” us to Tiim by providing 
us wit h ]>tta of meal, to give him os a peace-offering, 
and w’s become czeeUent friends. 

It was amusing on our walks to watch him and 
]$rown:e, the fat, easygoing spaniel; for the latter, on 
arrant coward, would pick quarrels with the pariah 
dogs and llien coll his comrade to his aid, the enemy 
fleeing in confusion us ttoon an Btclks appeared- 
But when we found that, if a Cossack rode post, the 
great dog would rush at him like a fury and try to 
tear him from his horse, and when on the same walk 
we had to race to the reacue of a young Rnsoian 
couple, tlie edict went forth that <mr would - bo 
guardian must be left at home. It went to my heart 
to refuse Mm when he implored tne to let him cacort 
us; for be was most chonuing to his frionda and kept 
the Consulate free of thieves, as he roamed about the 
place all night. 

Though the Constilate was cto!>e to tlie city wall, 
we could turn almost at once into sbodv fanes, 
bordered v>ith irrigaLion chotmels, along which 
willows, pojdAia and mulberriia grew litxuriantly; 
while on cither side stretched helds green with tuconm 
nnd springing wheat, barley and maize. Bui aU 
the growth and prosperity of tlie Oasis was tmtirely 
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upon tho water, and should this souit'S oE 
lile fail grtat would be tlie tlevuatatioiu One day 
we carjre upon a district where a hig network of 
imgutlon (ihaonek had run dry owing to the Imnsttng 
of a dam, and bimdrietlfl of man were tobouring 
against time to repair it and thereby save th» treea 
and crops. The system is in fcirca in Chinese 

Tttrkestan, and although tyTurmical according to 
Western ideas, it ta certainly for the public benefit 
in such a case as this, Tlie villa gem are forcerl to 
repair all reads and water chunnela in their own 
diettieta, hut the hardship comes in when their 
Chinese rnlera undertake to reclaim land from the 
desert' and commandeer men from consideiabte dk- 
tantu^a. They are supposed in such cases to be paid 
threepence a day for their food, but it is ninioured 
that this raoney u#uall3'' gne* into the pockets of 

the LeBdmem j 

The Kaahgar Oaaifi is watered by the Kliil Sn (Red 
Hiver. 80 called irom tta colour) and its brimeh the 
Tumau Su, which make the citj' and its environs an 
iehuid. In April there was little water in either 
stream, so we ooiild ford them easily on horseback; 
but during the summer it was a difFercnt matter* 
We were warned to b« on our guard for quiiifc- 
sau<U in these rivets. Mr. Bohlin was once nearly 
caught in oim> but feeling hi» hotiio ainking beneath 
him he threw himaalf off in haste and wading waist' 
deep he pulled the animal osbore. On another 
occasiun he observed ficvoml men tr^g to extricate 
a horao that had sunk ao deeply that it UX)k the whole 
tlay to free it. These quicksandM are h^ to bo 
feared in deep water which buoys tho animab up. 
The Kaflhpris always hurry their hun«» over any 
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place, bnt its tlic daugeFouB afcm arc 
coostantlj chougb^, it Je imposalblc t6 be atire of 
tbeir wheieaLeiita. 

Cbanniiig aa apnng \s in Chinese Turkeataji, it 
baa a Eerioua drawback in the v'ielcnt sandatfi rnis 
that arc particubtrly frc<]tieiit during March and 
April, in fact it Jioa been computed that there are 
only a hundred realty clear days dining the year. 
For several days after our ardval the air was thick 
with dust that ^^eiled tlie Him and accounted for ibe 
Httictures paaeed by travelkiu on the “grey atuio- 
sphere " and depressing climate of Kashgar. Either 
by day or by night a furinos wind 'would arise, 
bringing clouds ol sund from the fleseti and coating 
everything in our rooms witlj a layer of reddish grit 
that hurt our e}i5S if we chanced to le caught b tlie 
open. 1 was told, however, that the inhahitante 
liked thk Jmse that enshrouded their city as hebg a 
wcleotue change from the brilliant, stinshine. and n-ko 
os tempering the heat tliat was be ginning to tie con- 
aide mble during the nuddle of the day, We noticed 
great changes in the tomperatore, sometimes experi*^ 
encmg a drop of as much as twcuiy degrees from one 
day to another, 'rhls T found out to my cost when 1 
hod a tiresome ottock of rheumatism caused by riding 
un a cold nioming m the thin Iben coat tliat had 
lieen just the thing on the previous day. 

These sandstorms tagbg through the centuries 
are supposed to have marie the loess formation which 
is 80 chameterkde of Climeae Turkestan, and «o 
amenabte to the spade of the cultivator when ireigatRcf, 
The coiintlcBs layers of compressed sand are capable 
of producing ^iplcndiil crops, and the apparently 
lifeliisa desert: of Central Asia is able to support large 
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population)) if the benefiueut agency of water be 
provided. 

The foesa uf atno niCNit useful in another way; 
for, when mlited with ch&fi and water, it fomui the 
staple btlilding material of Chinese Turkestan, and 
fldTfinaa of sun'dried loofis tnieks will endure thmiigh 
the centuries, if repaired at iotervub). I have often 
seen a poosant mending a wall in mest primtGve 
fashion i>y filling the biratcli with wet mud, which he 
slapped into position with his hands. Naturally 
this stylo of building is suttAbb only in a dry dbiate, 
and a prolonged period of heavy rain, such as some¬ 
times occurs in winter, worlts havoc with ic, the 
Hot roofs of houses staving in and walls frequently 
ojUjipaing- To the traveller, the locwJ, though 
picturesque when broken up into crevasaes and 
castellaTAd forms, has its drawbacks. Unk<a culti¬ 
vated it is inejtpresdbly dreary, in dry weather 
the traffic stirs it up into clouds of saffocoting dust, 
and in wet it turns int<* a sea of dippeiy mud. in 
which the suiBat-foofwi horse may come down. If 
the roifi be of Jong duration the soil is apt to turn 
into a veritable morass^ which engulfs many a poor 
little donkey wul chokes it to death. 

I was fond of riding through the bazar on a 
Tliursdny. tho day of the weekly fair, when crowds 
of people poured in from the many hamjetu in the 
Oasis, making a feast of colour. Among the men 
there was a great mixture of types, tFm upper-class 
Kashgaris iwunIJy having handsome features and bil 
beards and moustachca; a group of Afghans with 
hawk-tike profiles and proud Iieoring would catdi 
tho eye, reminding me of birds of prey a'hen rontrasted 
with the ftat-faced, ruddy-nheakod, liairleaa Kirghiz ; 
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and th? tQw«r clooses with the high cheek-bones of 
the iMongo! seemed a link between the Iranian and 
the CTuneae. 

The men wore iong coats, purpfe, red, green, or 
striped in manj cotonrs, with gay handJeerebiefe 
serving as w’aialbands. Snowy turbans denoted 
miiifns and trtccohania, but tlie otberB in fur-edged 
velvet bats or prettily embroidered skull-taps made 
gay splafiJies of eolour as they rmlc by on spirited 
sialiions or donkeys. The women were, if possible, 
more brightly* clad than the men; their under shirts 
and trousers contrasting with their coats and bats. 
One bflle, for exampIn, had an emerald green coat 
lincf] with a Bo we red pink cotton ; her under' 
garment was a vivid orange, and her hat purple, 
with a spray of bloaaum coquettisLly stuck under 
the brim. It seems olmoat incredible, but alie fitted 
in well with her surroundings in the brilliant sunshine 
and the apiing green of foiitige and crops. 

The only visible difFitrences lictween the dress of 
the man and of the women were the long white 
cotton shawls of the latter which they wore over their 
heads, and the small face' Veils usually niode of 
hand-embroidery, sometimes with u bonrbiome border 
and fringe. These coverings were fastened to tJie 
brim of the hat. and were usually flung back over it, 
only to be host ily pulled dr>wn by some very orlhodux 
dame at sight of my brother; but if 1 happened to 
be riding behind him it would usuallv be pushed 
aside to imablo its wearer to have a good look At the 
English khiitun. Girls of good family veil and are 
kept secluded: but there were few ‘'gentry” in 
Kmihgar, for when the Chinese retook fho province 
on the death of Yakub Beg nearly all tlie upper- 
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Ka^bgaris lied to Andijfui. Both nif^n and 
tromen worn abnortitally long ulcovcSr answering the 
puipooe of gluvefi in cold wnatbnr, and long I^ailinr 
riding * boots. TUn latter were often, made of iicarlet 
leather and were more like atockiogB than boots, and 
over them was worn a shoe with stout sole and heel. 
Indeed those long hcota were seen everyw'hcre nnd 
constituted a special leatmu of tlio country, being 
worn by men, women and cfaildren alike. 

On one occasion 1 was invited to the house of a 
Turki lady who was kind enough to display Iier 
wardrobe for my bonefili. All her dresses wfo-c 
beautifully folded and kept ded up in. large clothe. 
A woman of fashion wears five ganuentfl visthle to 
the eye, the first two being the long gown and the 
trousers under it. The gown is made of Bokhani or 
Ghiuese silk^ brocade, Kuaalan chintr; and so on, 
and over it is worn a waistcoat, often of elotli of gold 
or silver, edged at t.lie neck with the handsome gold 
tliread eiuhroidcry made at Jiucha. Then comes a 
short' coat with long sleeves, usually of velvet woven 
in Germany and decorated with a broad band uf gold 
embroidery. One black brocade coat that I saw 
was embroidered round the neck with big tinsel 
butterflies set with artificial Kloncs. The fifth 
garment is a l<)iig velvet or brocade coat ceveriiig 
its wearer to the heels i 1 iiottccwi a handsome one 
of magenta velvet, the buttons being big bosses of 
scarlet coral set in gold filigree and auistl |H‘arls, a 
product of the Yarkand basor. .Draped on the h^l 
is a big whJf^: shawl, often of pretty gaury material, 
that falls to the heels, and upon this are («t the 
daintv ^kull'Cap and the big velvet fur-edged cap. 
To this latter is attached tho face*veil of fiiie*diawii 
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thread edged nil round with gold embroidejy, tho 
very handsome broad hand of needlework at the top 
being concerted hj the brim of the hat. This seenicd 
a waste to my pructical English mind, but tbe lady 
to whom I pointod this out explained that such was 
■ he faaluoi). 

Many of the young Kaslignn women were most, 
attraetive in appearance, and some of the lit tie 
girls quite lovely, their plaits of long hair falling 
from under u jaunty tittle embroidered cap, (iheir 
big dark eyes, flashing teeth and piquant olive faces 
romindiag me of Italian or Spanish children. One 
most beautiful hoy stands out in my luemury. He 
was clad in a new aliirt and trousers of flowered pink, 
his crunsou velvet cap embroidered with gold, and 
os he smiled and salaamed to us T thought he looked 
like a fairy prince. The women wear tJteir hair in 
two or five plaits much thickened and lengthened bv 
the addition of yak’s hair, but the children in several 
tiny plaits. 

The peasants ore fairly well off, as the soil is rich, 
the abundant water-supply free, and the taxation 
comparatively light. It wan always interesting to 
ineet them taking tbeir five stock into markot. 
Flocks of sheep with tiny lambs, black and white, 
pattered along the dusty road ; here a goat, followed 
its master like a dc^, trotting l)ehiQd the diminutive 
ass which the farmer besTTode ; or boys, clatl in the 
whity-brouTi native cloth, ahouted incessantly at 
donkeys aimoat mvtaibla under enormous loads of 
forage, or carried fowls and docks In bunches head 
downwards, a sight that always made me long to 
coruo to the rescue of the lucklt^ birds. 

It was pleasant to Me the women riding alone on 
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Eoraebatk, munn^ing tbeii motmls to perroctiun. 
They fonnjcd a sharp controsli to their PcnsiBii sku^rfi, 
who either sit behktd their husbnDds or haTe their 
Hteedfl )e<l by tlie bridle: otid instead of keeping 
silence in public, os la tlie role for the siiroudcd 
women of Iran, tbciie fnnnetB* wives chaffered and 
haggled with the men ho the bazar outside the city, 
tcnnsacting business with their veiU thrown hack. 

CertalnJy the mulhtr do their best to keep the fair 
sex in their pi ace, and are in the habit of beating 
those who allow their faces in the Great Bazar. But 
I was told that poetic justice bad lately been ineied 
out to one of these nphoHcis of the law of Islam, 
for by mistake he cboedsed a Kosligari wonuiu 
morri^ to a Chinnmanr whereupon the irate hushond 
set upon him with a big stick and castigated him 
soundly. 

Market day at Kashgar ppcaented an ever-chang- 
ing kaleidoscope. Here a turboned grandfather 
bestriding a tiny donkey, Ids grandson clinging on 
behind him and holding tight to Ids wnisteloA. 
would cross the impoaiug-looking bridge, a favourite 
haunt of the numurous beggaru. On the river bank 
the dyeia would be beating tong pieces of doth b the 
shallows j horses would be drinking Htonding knee- 
dee]} in the water, and at tlie ford loaded asses could 
bo aeon staggering across, and men and women with 
their garments kilted high wading to the opposite 
bonk. Donkeys tarrying covered tube were ridden 
by children who scooped np the water in gourds and 
filled the rcceptecles that were to supply their house¬ 
holds for the day. Small mites hardly able to do 
more than toddle, were fearless ridcni, eonjotimes 
two or even three children being perched on the 


0‘i THROUGH BESERT3 AND OASES 


^T, ( 


same amniHl. Tbe excellence of Gie river brand 
itccounts for fbe fact that cholera is uobnovrij. in 
Kashgar, eod tho iuJiabitancs do nut siiffer from tlio 
goitre that in so prevalent in otlier cities of Ulxincse 
Turkestan, 

The little stalls in the bazar ojcposed all sorts of 
commodities for sale. Melons Uiat had been stored 
all through the winter i horseshoes or murderous* 
looking knives laid ont oo benches; here were amall 
piles of almoadst walnuts and pistachios, there 
mocaroiti of native make and rice; and at oneromer 
of the road the dyers hung up their blue and scarlet 
clotha to dry. As far as 1 could see the vendors nnidc 
no eflort to press their wares, and there seemed to 
1)0 no fbied hours of work, men apparently sleeping, 
gossiping or drinking tea at any lime of day. In the 
bakara' ahopa the ovens were big holes fluidi with the 
floor of the shop, and the baker stuck the flat cakes 
of dough against their sides and pulled ihem off 
when ready, with the aid of a long-liandled iron 
imstrument. The bread, the littb tw-glnaed rolls in 
the font) of rings, and the heaps of flour werw all 
plentifully bespriakiod by the dust of (ho traffic; 
and .luring the cold weat her tiie children would sqaal 
all day close to these ovens and frequenily tumble in 
and get terribly burnt, poor little tilings. There was 
always huainesa doing at the forge, where the hotsea 
being slitKl were hudiod so tightiy to an ingenious 
wooden framcaork that (hey could not move. Un¬ 
luckily tho Turfci farrier is more inclined to make 
the hoof fit the shoe than tune versa, and as a rceuJt 
often lUJte away the wall in most uusdentifle fashion, 
as we somsiimes foimd to our 

Partridges aorl the pretty little dosert larks kept 
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in amull found edges called and twilteittlt l‘Ut tlieir 
notes would be drowned tbc pcxforiuanee of n 
group of professional lungere wiio bad drawn fi crowd 
loUExd them* Tba leader in turban and silk attirei 
with a buge silver buckle on his belt, sang, or ratber 
shouted, a solo witli many a trill and tremulo, making 
excruciating facial coutortionB, the monotonous 
chorus being rnken up by the rest of tiie troupe. 
Some of these wore greybeards, others mere boya, 
but all bud tbe appearance of undergoing acute 
torture as they yelled at the top of tlieir voices, and 
brought to m*nd my old maeBfro who was in tbe liabit 
of suddenly bolding a mirror in front of me if 1 wore 
a pained expression as I sang. 

Yet the Kushgorifi have the reputation of being 
Very mu^icid, and even to my western oars there was 
conalderablo charm in mmiy of tbeir songs; but try 
a» J might, 1 could never pick up any of tlieir aim, 
ppobahly owing to fie fact that their nofation is quite 
different from oma. They do not understand part* 
singing, but play seveml imttrumente, such as sitart, 
drums, pipes and tambourines. In the spring and 
summer men and boys would sing up to a lafo hour 
at night, and with the lirst glint of dawn J was often 
roused by cheerful peasants chanting on tlieir way 

to work in the fields- , 

The piJopte aay that travelling der^'ishea bnng 
freak tunes to the towUB, and that when the spring 
ropertoirc, for example, baa been learnt Vy the 
inhabitants it will be succeeded by new tunes for the 
satuiim and winter. There are aomedroefl no wor^ 
to theae refrains, each singer supplying ]m owu, in 
the fashion of the Italian mtpro^aitlori. No 
of gW repute may sing in public, and only once did 
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I hear a little girl cf aome eight or oiije yetira old 
aiogiog away to liersolf and evidently much enjoj’iug 
the exercise. Whistling is not idlowed even to 
cbildreii, but I could not find out whether the Keab- 
garle believed, as do the pBraiuna. that it siimmons 
the demons. 

A» the Kasligari woman is epokeu of as kJttUun, 
mhitiieas, aud aotnetimes as ifeArtn, or master, of tJie 
bouse, 1 thought that she had a far better position 
fthftn her Pereiim sister ’ yet the law of Islam presses 
heavily upon her in many ways. Owing to the 
emigration of men from the Oiwls there is a large 
suiplus of women, and mamage is consequently 
cheap for a suitor. Parents often sell their daughter 
to the highest bidder in the matrimonial market 
without allowing her any freedom of choice, Tnie, 
divorce may bo had for a couple of tungaif (about 
fotirponce), but as the woman may not re-marry uatil 
a hundred days have elapsed, she often, has difficulty 
in keeping hersalf meantime, although lie man is 
supposed to return the dowry that he receivwl with 
her at her mArriogc. If she has children she must. 
fift h" charge of any under seven years oi ago, but if 
tiuey are above tlrat age the husband looks after the 
sons and the wife has the daughteta, the husband 
paying a maintenance atJowanco. 

There is a law that, if the husband divorces his 
wife, the tatter may take all the movables in the 
house, and as in the case of a mensliaiit much of bis 
wealth consists of carpets and brass utemiils, ho often 
finds it cheaper to take a eecoud wife rather Ilian 
divorce the first, who would make a clean sweep of 
the liousehold plenishing. I confess that t.hi9 law 
rejoiced me, as r always resented the state of 
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rn fniinri ty to which lalani subjects mj sex, and was 
glad that it gave them the udvantago for once. 

is a great resort of Iradejra, and the de¬ 
grading custom of temporary nuirriagca is in fuU 
force, a man often marrying a woman for a week or 
even ii ccmptc of days, the rnufhi who performs the 
ceremony oTianging for the tlivoroo at the same time. 
Tho mi^unarifis told me that most of the women m 
Kashgar had l>een married several times, and this 
constant divon» loads to the wives taking whatever 
they from their hnshanda ami aeewting it agfl^t 
a miny day. And one cannot blame them; for, if a 
man wiints to get rid of his helpmate, especially if 
aim bo old, he often Ul-treata her in order to force her 
to div’orce him and thus free him from the oeceaoity 
of restoring her dowry. If she does this s^ may 
fiad herself in evil case without memm of autialiitenGe, 
and possibly uoablo to remany* 

How fciie eliUdicn fare in all these 

ooiPpHcaiioua i^ust be le ,, * _. 

Fort unately marriage is a for more Btehle institution 
in tire villagea, whore mouogaiDy is the practaw 
and divoroa uncommon. Here the women are mure 
on an equality with their hiiahands, though on one 
(Kreoaion Mr. Bohlin saw a man guiding a plough 
to which he liad liamessed his wife and a donkey I 
The Chioesfl also prantire polygamy; but they 
never divorce a wife if she las the niothor of ** 
and I uiidereiand that they do not approve of the 
practice at all. regarding it m. the rein td farndy life 
and as full of evil conaeqnencea to the chihlran. 
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KOfJfO) AB0(7T SA9QGAR 

Ar^bki b F-dtiia^ h lujipirp 

EbujtutJUTi ii hIc, but Ttirki i« ArU 

Tmrid 

Am booh as we Lad settled down at Kashgar we were 
AQxiouB to explore the oity- and tts eovirona, and 5fr. 
Bohlin proved an invaloable guide in our various 
expeditions. 

From its position the capital of Chinese Turkestan 
was a conunercinl centre from very early times. The 
town os we knew it is built on high ground above 
the Tuman Su and sorroimded by a mud wall and 
a diy moat, but there are ruins of okl Kaabgar close 
by, and the Oasis has changed hands many fames, 
llie small traders and peasant proprietors, who 
form the bulk of tho population, ate by so means 
a ^rlike race, and have apparently accepted with 
equanimity the rule of whatever master fate might 
send them. Throughout the centuries it never seems 
to have occurred to the cities of what ia now Chinese 
Turkestan tluit they might with advantage have 
combined agninst a comman foe, ms t ead of letting 
themselves be subjugated piecemeaL 

Perhaps the earliest mentiou of hCie-eha, as it 
was then called, was when the famous Cblneae 
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general Pan Cliao m tiie firet. t'entur 7 of om 
era con^ttexed ibc Oasitr and marelied his armies 
almost oa far as the f^na jiiwiri- AcconiingJjf we 
mode our first expeditioti to the pctureHiiiie 
temple erected by the Chmeso to thi» hero, wLo, 
we were told, defended tho cily mckst valiantlj’ 
against; fierce aitaeks from the Kirghus tribes. This 
moDiimetit ia qrrite modem, the MohomedaD con* 
qiierot Yakiib Beg having destroyed the original 
temple during the ’sisrlles. and the legend that places 
the remains of the great soldier in tiin high mound 
on which the temple stands ta open to doubt. 

The dirty, black-cUd priest in charge of the 
building pointed out; to us the gods in their 01- 
kept shrines, life-sise planter figures chid in gorgeous 
silken robca with finger'noHs of maustrons length. 
The god of war was a jet-black deity of pocnliarly 
tepulsive appeamnee, and all had stan^ before 
tluini in which worshippers could btim joss-sticks. 
There was an upper story to the temple, which 
we reaclieil 1)y means of a rickety wooden stoiicase' 
not fosicriod to the wall in imy way, and giving me 
the impression of t)eing a most insecure mode of 
coiuumnication, and here I remember the quaint 
figure of the gwl of Hchotilbuya, appropriaLety j*m iwl 
w’iih a fatEOtduble cone. But the riew was wbat 
held us em^hoined. From our post of vantage we 
could see over the Gnttm to^vn, with its shrincii and 
uioflquea standing out from the thousands of mean, 
fliit-roofed, mud dwellings, and os the sky was clnar 
that morning the serrated peaks rose up grandly, 
ramparts, as it wore, of the Roof of tho World, that 
we were to visit later on. 

Wo looked down upon the castdiated rify wall. 
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whiti w some eiglitmi feet wide between ite iiigb 
parapets, and I wa* told the lagend according to 
wliicJi it was built by h&lf^starved ulnvca who were 
urgL-d to their tnaV by overseera armed with whipa. 
li one of the Jaboutera died, ae happened, 

hia fellowB were not allowed to remove the Iwidy. 
but were fonied to build it into the wet mud in order 
that it might fonn part of the fabric, and the narrative 
haunted me when I etoftd upon the wall itaelf. 

Though modern artillery would bring down this 
defence of the city,, and ihe outer moat is always 
dry, jt.H water would undermine the ramparts, Uie 
wall with its square bastions has nevcrtlieless iin 
imposing appearance: so aJsti have the four great 
hroujte^overad gates giving entrance to the town, 
which are shut at. suuset to the accompamment of 
rhinese crackers. 

The centre of Moslem veneration ia Hazrat Apat, 
the shrine where the Priest-King of Kashgar, who 
died at the end of the iseventeentb oent'iiiy, is buried, 
together with many ol his descendanta. Apak not 
only ruled over Chinese Turkestau, bill hod disciptes 
in China and India. He was credited with powers of 
lutuliog , aud even of bringing the dead to life, and the 
Kashgaris reganl him us second only Ui Mohamed 
and count him equal to Hasrat Isa (.festis Christ): 
be is said to liavo converted many thousands from 
Btiddliisin to Islam, The road leading to the shrine 
is a vast cemetery, about two miles in length and 
stre telling some distance tnluiid on either side, and 
along ihiB Via Appia, as Sir Aurel Stwiii baa named 
it, hurial is a cqnUy affair and can lie afforded only 
by the well-to-do. The domed mud tombs have an 
underground chamber in which are four niches, and 
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here the priudpa] meml?«r» of a family are tiurief], 
each Tmdy Iioung lniii in t.iiTn iu the mceptarle that 
iacos Mecca. A& wa passed olung tiLe roail tre heard 
irnmeii weepmg Intiilly sb aome of the gmvea, in 
reality perfonriing a kind of ancestor iirorahip in imitn-' 
tiuiL of their Chinese masters and not in occunlanoe 
witli Moslem |intctice. The idea is that Jcuoascil 
cetatives wiii take more interest in the welfare of the 
sureivors tihan do iho saints, and accordin^y' the 
graves of the former ore visitod on holitluys, and in 
this particular city of the dead also on Fridays and 
SacurdayB. If any special blessing hus Iteen vouuli- 
sofod to a family, such as recovery from dbesa or a 
safe retitm from a joiimey, its membern go in a body 
to express their gratitude at tJic tomb of parent or 
ancestor. 

A number of boggora nm after our horeefl along 
tills road; some of thwii dwell in small houses in the 
oemeteiy and are paid t* keep certain graves in order 
It ta hinted that whoii the toiuba erumble away thews 
men are in the habit of luming Lhetu into dwdbngi;, 
in order to sell the hind again for burial plots after a 
decent interval has idapsed. 

Wc dismounted at the imposingdooking gateway 
to the alirine, and were reccii-cd l>y the 
mtiiau^i ba^hi, or chief mwtodian. who lokia a 
third of the huge revcuiasB, and a couple of lurbaiied, 
green-robed thaykks. These eacotted us up a poplar 
avenue past a big tank of water to a huge building 
with a fa9oile covered witii blue and white tiles bear¬ 
ing Arabic mfwriptions, the dome and the borders of 
the facade being in green, which contrasted cnriuuBly 

with the main colour scheme. 

This was the famous shrine, and we were invited 
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to liuide. w]t«re ««'«■ saw a crowdtMi iiuiss of blttc' 
tUcd tombs, that of tlie Ssint-Kiuj^ beiog disped with 
red and wMitf) clotlui. Ti-we w<jre niunbora of fbgs 
and liiuinsm before Uic tombs, and on om side wna 
a. pslauqtun In whiah a gn?at-gmadsoii of Ap«k b4id 
trsyellGd to and from Peking. While there ho had 
Etkorzied hi» daughter to a CLmaman, taitl at the date 
of our ^sit a Celestial had arrived In Kashgar Secom- 
panied a band of relatives, to demand hia share 
of the great wealth of the shnne. Ilia eredeniialB 
a'ore luiexceptionable, and duriiLg a ccntuiy and a 
half hia aneoatots had been given penaloDS by the 
Chinese Govemineut; but owing to the rovoluLion 
these subaidiea hud been stopped. Mcnee Ms uppear- 
anee, which was caiiaing much portnrbatlon among 
the roanageis of the ahriue ftmda. 

Wo were shown the pool whore the saint waa 
went to make hta ablutiuna before praying, and close 
by was a great trophy of the horns of oris jjoU and 
other wild oheep, the ulforiugs tif many huntsmen. 
There vrerc two wooden mosquoa in the enclosure, 
the roofs and pillais of tbo verandahs being curved 
and btilliaulJy coloured in the charactoiistic native 
fashion, lie tween them once lay the grave of 
Yakub Beg, but when the Chinese recovered Turkestan 
they destroyed the lomb and dung a wav the ashes 
of that masterful ruler. 

On Buother occasion wo visited the Chinese oejjie- 
teiy, which was voiy email when, compared with tho 
acres round /lazrui Apak that are covered by Blostein 
tomlm. But the rtdoca of Chinese Tnrkcstim are 
conspicuous hy their absence in Old Jinahgar and, 
moreover, they are always anxious, LI possible, to 
have their remaim inteired in their native la oH. 
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The enclosure, eiim>iiiiiled hy u high wall, hud 
usuollj^ u cuetodum of most hideous appearance 
standing at the open gateway, and the place hod a 
tragic atoiy attached to iL It was called Gul Bagh 
(nowoT Garden), and was formerly the cantnn- 
ment of Cldnese troops in Kashgar. But when 
Yakub Beg wraated Turkestan from. China ho tillnd 
many soldjem of iho Cideatial Empire, and tJiotr 
reumlns were left unbtmed within this endosme 
until the Ohiuesa regained the I'rovince in 1877, 
Tiien all the scattered bones wore collected and placed 
under three big mud domes, the eite of the fonnar 
barracks being turned into a graycyord for Celeiitials. 

Just inoide the entrance was a temple wilJi a wall 
on which was on Inscriptioin to keep oB evil epirite, 
and At the end of each long, low, mud tomb was a 
tiny door facing south, through 'which the splnt of 
the dead man vtoa supposed to emerge. In the 
mortuary chambers near the gate were placed the 
coipses of dch men who wished to be buried in 
China and whoso coffins wore awaiting httiog escort 
for the long journey. 

1 was told that when a CliinamAn of tmportanco 
dies, or, as it b put poetically, '*driv^ the faiiy 
chariot on a lung journey,” the body ia kept in 
the bouse for seyeral dayo, during which a priest 
oBera up piayecs before it, music being played and 
mckeie let oB. At the funeral a cock is brought to 
the cemetery on the coffin and killed at the moment 
of burial, in order that the spirit of chonticliTor may 
be reedy to woken the eplrit of the dead nmn in lije 
next world. Paper houeee, attendonta, aoldicn, 
horaea, cacrioges, bods, boxee, money—^in fact every 
kind of thing pertaunng to the daily life and use of 
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the deeeaaed—an Immt Won the I'offiii, i& order 
that tlie spirit may have all thciw in the next, \rorld 
and nuiy tJiiw be enabled to take it» proper puflitiou 
there. In the ease of u weaJfchv man this ircromony 
is repeated an the lihree aimiverauries foliuwuig hbi 
death, and in front of a temple outaide Kashgar a 
Bmali pugoda-lihe tower was pointed otit to me in 
which masaea of paper prayers were hunit. for the 
Inme&t of the deceased founder. 

The Clilncse ore not conaidered partteutorly bravo, 
but, though a man w'ill avoid death by )uiy possible 
means, yet be will meet it cuindy when ineviubk*, 
and suluido is looked upon as rathne a nmritorious 
act tlmn otherwise. If a inou is condemned to deatii 
he is strangled ; but for aerioua Crimea short of 
murder the culpiite are lieaten severely on the legs, 
and iiLSU who have expiated tlunr misdoeda in lUis 
way have frequently h^n brought Into the Swedish 
hospital with their Icg-bonos broken in two or three 
places, and in sojue cases so badly injured that dcatii 
eusuee, 

“ There is eomoihing of a baby and oomething of 
an old man iu every dhinoman," quoted Mr. fhihUn 
on one ooooaion, ami I waa nuturully inlorcuted whcii 
we were entertained at a lunch given by tho Ttmi/in, 
or Cioveriior, of Kashgar. The invitotion, written 
on a strip of scarlet paper, dosotilied my l>nd.hcr as 
Sa Tchj^ (the Big Man), while my title Gu Tn-tm 
(Sister of the Big Man) appeared below. 

] had hoped that wc w'ore hidden to a rvai Chinese 
dinner where eliurks' fins, swallows' neats and such 
like delicacies w^ould hguro in the menu, tliougli I 
was somuwhat Btaggored at boiug told that a fiistHilasa 
dinner would comprise uo fewer tlian a hundred ami 
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twestj coiuae^ iMcund end third cluea banguote 
having sixty juad thirty courses icspectivsly. No 
wottikr that aft£i such orgies the yunien ts wont 
to (cnuun closed for tbrvo days. But in this 
though the dinner lasted with on interlude from 
one o'clock to iduf, it was, as far as tho food went, 
an iiifeiior Busaian repast. It hegaa with tntuiy 
atJhu^lem, consisting: principally ol dubious-looking 
tinned fish, followed by soup, soverfd meat coum&r 
jdly, ices» tea and champagne. The Himsian Consul- 
tieneml and his staff were present, and all the Euro¬ 
peans were placed on one side of a long table under 
an awning, while their Chinese hosts sat opposite. 
These latter amused me by getting up at intervala. 
Boms would take the Governor's chitdxeu on their 
knees — he vrss the pruud father of four sons—and 
give them tit-bits from the table; others smoked 
opium in curiotis pijies and had choking fits, during 
which they retired, into the garden to cough in peace: 
while othera would leave the table to give instnictions 
to the servuute in ohorge of two gramophones that 
discoursed popular European aits oil the time. 

The f'fi m mn ndp r-tfi -ch ief, A qusint-looking hgOTO 
with grey locks, a putty-colouml complexion and 
claw-like nails that made me shudder, strolled up and 
down in a khaki uniform and made amiuhlo remarks 
to the gu^ta ; other officials rutso to ply all ami sundry 
with vodka a rd wina, and the only one that kept lii.4 
seat was u amail boy clad clmmungly in blue and 
purple silk and wcaHng a oailoi hat woven in blue 
and muitve straw. ]le ate manfully of every course, 
and even demoiuled a second helping of some of 
the more indigestililu of the delicacies, but looked 
no strong and rosy that I suspected he was not 



74‘ TUROUaU DESERTS AM> OASES «■ i 

sccuatomed to indulge ilia appetite in tlus woj veiy 
often, 

TiitiM la a mortality amoog Cbinose babies 
if their mothem ore unable to feed them; for (/elestiala 
have the etrongeet repuMon to eovrs* milk, We do 
not wLilt to become calves,'' they say, and if a mother 
dies her o&pring is nouriithed on rice and sugar. 

There was a crowd of tfuldieis at tiiia party, Eome 
quite aged men, clod in black cotton uniforiuii, ilieir 
beads bound up In handkerchiefs und holding curious 
weapons, such as steel prongs at the end of long 
Btdeks, and all having a highly unmilitory appenmhee. 
The lirmy is looked down upon in Ohina, it t>eing a 
common sajdng, " We do not. make noils from good 
iron or soldiota froiii good men/^ and in cunseqiumce 
of this strong pacihst feeling no man of decent standing 
would enter the profession of arms, except in the 
higher nuiks where successful genomla liave temples 
built in their honour. 

Our host gave the European ladJea fans and silk 
handkerohiefs as aouveuiis, shoeing us how to ntifiirl 
0 fan to its full extent with a movement of the wriist, 
and then escorted us to the bouse to visit his wife, 
who met us at the entrunoo. She was a pleasant^ 
faced lady, with weilmiltHl hnir hrushod book from 
her forebead, and was dressed in a black silk coat and 
tigbtly-fitting irousecB, As she damberod with dilE- 
culty over tho ostremcly high door-step, and tottered 
towards us on the timest of feet, 1 wua unkind 
enougli to reflect that my Eussian friends with their 
narrow skirta and heels of abuomial height did not 
progress much better. 

We were invited to drink tea in n room adorned 
with a couple of channiag Chinese pioturea, togodier 
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wiili a nuuH) of Eiuopeitn photograpba and knick'^ 
knacks in bad tastio^ juid aftorn'ards paaaati iuto tw 
lai^go bcdroonaa, wlictc we were received by Itie 
daugliteT'-m-law^ and iiuipeeted Itu^ bedateada bimg 
tuund wttb curtaina and fumiahed with l ong silk- 
covered bokters and neafJv'-folded pike oi fdllfen 
quilta. My entire ignorance ot the language pre¬ 
vented me from enjoying fliht glnups^e of s Chinee 
home in the way 1 might othenvise have done, and 
my thoughts centred on the neat iittJe " hook ” shod 
in black aatin that served our hosteaaea for feet. I 
had heard Mrs, Archibald Little Icctuis on thia 
fashion, and her account of the tortures inilinted ou 
so many thouaunda of tiny gick to bring about the 
repukive mutilation which the (Jhlnese enphemisd- 
calty call " golden lilies *’ had filled me with an 
abiding indignation* And yet a recent tiavellcr in 
China says that those crippled feel possess for him a 
** quite ostraordinary esotic charm/’ and bo exhausts 
himaolf in conjeelura os to which mistress of an 
Emperor’s heart btroduced a custom that “ enUUed 
a new charm on hor sex/* f have no theory to 
offer as to the origin of the ctistom^ hut from the 
poeitiou of women b China it seenxed to me that 
Nome man must have been responsible for a plan 
that would fixnily tether tus womanMnd to their 
homes, just as the vcifbg of Mohaniedon women waa 
a device. 

DuHtxg our visit to his house the Goveroor, who 
could talk Husalan, kept the boll roUbg with Fmeesa 
Mestchersky wluJe w*e eip|)ed nur tea. Ho had met 
her some yean> before m Cliina and afterwards she 
quoted to me one of his feumtks, of which she had 
not entirely approved. He had said, ” When we 
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were in CJIiinii we were young, but. now in Euebgixr 
we ore oLd I 1 tlio(igbl> flie Cfovottior dietinctlj 
[uckiitg in tact, but how ewtily ran one jump t.i> wreng 
condufiioiui through ignonuiw. Later on I beard 
that tiiere is aucb rovcronce for ege in the Cfelestial 
Empire timt it ia a bigli vomplinient to impute 
munj* yearn; an ager] man, even if poor and liUnd, 
being regonded 9 B h foit.{mat>e tteing. To this 
veuerutirm for age is muted au iu tense respect for 
parents, especially for the head of a house, No «ott 
would retire to rest before his hither, nor would he 
sleep upon Ibe roof if his parent occupied a room 
below. 

The death of a father is one of (ho greatest, calami¬ 
ties that can befall a man, and iiiir Aund Stein 
illtistrateil this by aji incident that occurred when 
he was returning to Kashgar from one of his long 
desert expeditions. It bccramo' known that bis 
Chinese Lnterprotor’s father hod passed awuy, and 
all along the rwid there wan a friendly conspiracy 
to keep &U letters from Jongsi until hiu journey was 
at an cud and he could indulge his grief at home. 

When we said good-bye to our host we drove off, 
as we hml arrived, to ^e Hccompaniment of three 
loud detouatioiiB, and this time the crackers w'ere 
expIodiKl so dose to us that I marvelled that our 
horse did not smash the carriage and its occupants in 
its terror. 

JUuter on. my brother attended real Chinese feasts, 
where tlie procedure was quite different from that I 
have just described- He would drive into the O'Uter 
courtyani of the yamen, where music ian a would be 
discoiiruing weird music front a Latticed gallery, and 
the great doors of the innei courtyard would be 
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fli^ vide to the deafening sound of ciruckere. The 
eticjuette woe to leave tiio emriage and proceed 
acroM a stage with an altar on one side, Jafar Bki 
walking ohead waving Mu juaater’s rwl visitiiig-cafci, 
and calling out his name and title, while the Amban 
mot hill guest half*way and escoited him to the ropaat 
My l>rothor“e name. «js rondered in Chines©, was 
Si-Ki-Su, and n'e wm told that it U conaidarod 
chifi to have a name of two or three syllahles, whereas 
a name rtmning into four is not good and a five- 
^llftblo name would expoae its bearer to donsion, its 
the slip of paper on which it woo written would be 
flo long. The ciiatom. of viErting-cards is supposed 
to have originated in the Celesti^ Empire rentunea 
before the coming of Cbriat. 

M IB the babit in Pereia. the Chinese spend about 
half-an-hour before the nieaJ in discussing fruit, suto, 
tea, wine and native spirit, tfiiii last being served 
hot and poured from a kettle. The hoot tnJaa the 
lowest seat at table, helps hb guests to tea, putting in 
the sugar with Ids fingers. Later on he servos them 
to the various liiahea and b fuH of iittenrions towards 
them. 'The dinner propar b placed on the table in 
bowls, from which everv one supplies Limaelf by 
means of chopsticks, fbhJng out wlwt he fandcs and 
transferring it to the small saucer pliu;ed beforo him. 

Sharks' fins, turtle fat, a pkri prepared from the 
Btomach of a fish, fried fowls' livers, year old eggs, 
edible seaweed and preserved duck were some of the 
mimcroua dishes. My brother always carefully 
avoided this last, ns the Consulate interpreter hod hod 
an tUnass which resulted in deafness from partaking 
on one occiiiaiou too freely of the deiicacy, and perhaps 
it was this ooznestible that caiiBed Captain Deiisy to 
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^te M> feelingly of the ill-effects that be expeTi- 
cncod brom Climede iisitquete. Stt'dlovra-neat soup is 
almost unprocuTHlite nowmlayst and protutdtivo in 
price; bread Is seldom served) and if it Appears it is 
rntbeT like dongb. 

Wlien tlio meat courwa arc concludod tlie servEnta 
bring in a Itoain of crater in which they wash oil the 
ohopatick^ and sporaiS) end then the sweets nppeor, 
beans in syrup and a kind of plnm-pndding being 
among them. The last comae ia a bowl of rice, the 
national dish ; when it mokes ite eppcaronce it is a 
sign that the feost has reached its close, and after 
partaking of it the giaeata depart. 

Sir George Macartney told me that the Chinese 
am very fond of playing games with their fingers at 
their dinner-partiaa. One game ia for a laon to put 
forward a certain number of hie fin gem, his opponent 
doing the same, and he who first gttesaea the total 
correctly is the winner, the w'hak being done at 
{ightning speed. The giiiMtts do not call out five, 
sbe or seven ns the cose may he, but tliere ate elegant 
tlllea for each number, such as Mandarin of the l^mt 
Empire, and so on. jVnother curiaos game is as 
follows; The hand, when clenched, k supposed to 
represent a stone, two fingers protruded stand for 
scLBson and two hanging down for a Rack. The 
point of the gome is that a atone cannot be cut by 
bnt con he put into a sack, lint on the other 
hand, A sack can ^ cut by scissors. If, therefore, 
a player rcsponi^ with msnan to his adversary who 
has denehed his hand for Horn he loses; but if lie 
replies with st/cL he wins. Tt sounds a chiMlah 
amusement, but the Chinese will play the game for 
hours At a time with tremetidous zost. 




" EOTIND ABOUT EASHGAR 79 

T have omitted to mention that tliew is utoiiIIt 
a length of wall pkeod b front of the gateway loadai 
to anv .yamen, templet rcrt-lionsa, or gravoVardTra 
puri^ being to prevent evil spirits from entering. 
Mo9i fortniuitdy these can only go etmight forward 
and cannot turn comers, so the wdl brings them 

dLjgn^^^ ^ them in any malignant 

Tie;* name day " of the Taaritaa fell oariy in May 
•-Kn^ans keep the baptiama] day. and not the 
bjrthd& 7 ,^ os wo do—and tL<i Cossiokij attucbed to 
the Rnsaian Consnfafce gave in her honour a disploy 
of hoBcmanihip Imown as j^o/Ea. It was hoid on 
(Amt sandy parade-ground clow to the river, where 
the Russian colony ttssemblcd in fnJ[ force. The 
men wont tirough qaite & military tonmoment pro- 
grac^e, iqiringing off and leaping on galloping 
steeds, ridmg at brcakneck pace facing the tails of 
their mounts, and leaping acmes kneeling camels 
The ^ips of the desert ’* strongly objected to this 
j^rticuLir and with. loud noarings to 

rise, mitil tho men who held them boimd cloths ovor 
their eyes. Thera were the usual V.C. rncm. and 
we Lad a glimpsa of the war in watching the exciting 
rescue of a Oosaack atbW as a woman fmm ihj 
hands of a troop masquerading as Huns. The moat 
aonaationaJ item was when the soldiera galloped thdr 
homes through a big barrier of flaming bundles of 
^ds. firing off blank cartridges, the sight of Uiet 
names and the noise of the rifies driving the ftniimtl* 
almost mad. 

The Princes gave away the priies, chiafly IUdlU!T^ 
oagi^ta. and huge ailver watches, and tho fdmpJe- 
looking, fresh-facwj youths rodo past in a body when 
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atl over, flin g in g hiiaiitlfuJIy. They had o natural 
gift for Bong, taking parts as if by and on 

$vftningrft T uBed bp listen for Uioir hymn. 

Tho Kaaligaris had assembled in hundreds to see 
the spectacle, and opposite to where we sat l^e high 
loesB cUBs were crowded with brilliantly clad apee^ 
tatora, who climbed witli the agility of monkeys to 
apparently inficeeaajble pcnnta of vantage, rionse- 
m&nship naturally appeals strongly to a nation of 
ridcTB; hut the Koshgans, though as h were bom 
in the saddle, never appeared to use thdj’ horses 
Otherwise than as a means for getting about, in 
contrast to the young Pei»ian or Afab, who is for 
ever luciug his ateod. Later on we saw nitich of the 
** goat game " as practised by the EirgMi:. but the 
only haiHea which w'ere galloped in Kasltgar were 
ridden hy Cossacks, who occasionally mn riot in the 
narrow public roads, to the immment danger of 
psssers'by. 

Our Russian friends drove instesd of riding, and, 
aa my brother and I much preferred our saddles to 
being jolted in a tmrriage, wo never oignmserl any 
joinb-pidUGS. To 1>e perfectly frank, u dinner or a 
garden-party always left me ignite exhausted in my 
efforts to play the hostess, talking Krenoh to thia 
one, helping out tJie inadequate German of that, one, 
and cudgelliug my hmins for some RiuBios sentmice 
of welcome to those guestt;, alas, in the majority, 
who knevr no language save their own, Tho Hussinns 
enjoyed comiug to our garden, especially when the 
stiaivlverrlos wero in aeoson, and T nlw'ays took LhRm 
over the house, winiJiog up with the roof for the Bake 
of the view. The 1a<liei3 were specially intereated in the 
kitelien arrangemente. and the Priiuiess deidaied that 

-T 
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the Consulate waa far more convenient in eveir wav 
than the grandiose huiiding tlint was in coarae of orec- 
fcioii for her future juaidence. When mv hroUier and 
r went over it tator 1 was atmek with die difTerenee 
between Britiali and Bufiaian ideahs. We tove com* 
fort and priva <7 in oar homes, hut our Slavonic 
fnonde appeared to need constunt Bocial interooiuse. 
Tho 7 bud crowded nmn^ buildinga on to a small 
piece of ground, each itouse mked by the windows of 
o^ere, and at die end of a long aveniu? stood the 
imposing-looking Consulate. I waa eurprieed at its 
internal plan; for there were four very large recep¬ 
tion rooms, but only three fair-sired liedrooinii and a 
couple of sntiUl servants’ rooms. There was appar¬ 
ently no pantry, reuHery. larder or Btoreroom: and, 
as there was no oeutnd pnasage in the houiie, all 
tie rooms opened ojae into another, an intolerable 
arrangement according to Eii glish ideas. 

We were also sliorni over the Cossack barTucks 
dose by, Ljg rooms with rows of grey blanketed 
beds, the long tables and benches for meals being in 
the reme apurtmente, and tie icons in n prominent 
position, [lie C os sacks all looked ieolthy and hardv. 
rep tying to their officer’s salutations with a formtda 
of greeting that they chanted with preckion. but I 
fancy that Kashgar must be a place of exile to men 
who have left their farms on the Don at tho bidding 
of tie IW, and they must look furwoid to reitlmg 
down upon them for good when their term of service 
Is ended. 

Shortly after our amval ve bad an interesting 
guest in the person of M. Bonianoff. a young EuaaUn 
archaeologist whom my hrothex had mot both in 
London and Bokhara, ile was atudjing the hfoalenj 
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an at Omiiral Asia, and aJiowod tia Durviugs, 
pptteiy, carpofji aad embroideiries tiiat be Imd lajuglit 
at K^hgar ajid Tarbanif, arid wn« ctiHsequenUj' 
to Lelp lu) with our own purchaoea. 

The oJii Eiir>Uj) carpets, tJieir colours made from 
vegetable dyes, were attractive, find the siJb (^orpota 
arc highly prized and very tiiJficult to obtain. Oue 
beioagiug to our guest hud a pale yellow colotirijig, 
but was terribly damaged. The beat wooUeii K liotou 
carpet tlmt f iiispcctod had ii piiticni in a series of 
panels; mdigo. a faded-looking nioddor aJicl vnllow 
Ixtiog the (Jiief tints, There were Chinese vuscs in 
the design, and also tJis {.'dnventJonolked 
that syniLol of good luck which origiimlly came from 
fndifl, and which later on I saw copied ad 
in glariQg aniline dyes, C’eitaialy none of the old 
carpotfl that I came across, whether Wfiven of wool or 
of ailk, could eampare in design, colouring or fexture 
with the beuuriiid Poreian works of the loom wiili 
which I was fumiliftr. The modern Kliotati carpet, 
witit itfl unitiius dyes, is nireJy pleasing to the eye, 

A favourit© subject 1 b a row of magenta, prirjfk* ami 
orange pots, with flowers silfllv protnidittg from them, 
the whole design lieing Uirown upon n si-arlct buck- 
groiiiid and making one wonder how the artiaUo 
Chinose win descend to such depths. 

The pottery brought to us for sole and sold in the 
basars was rough and not particiiliirly good os to 
pattern, while the tiJos on the fnffulcR of mouqties 
and those that covered a few of the tombs were 
practically all white and blue, comparing unfavour¬ 
ably with the fine work of muxdi of Central Aata, 
What specimons of jeweJieri’ I oaw were hcavj- and* 
oluRwy and to me devoid <jf charm. The nati^ art 
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fimi ita i^luuf tixpi'nsMiun itt riie (.■uluinncd 
npmiMjaltd of ioo«quii$ and dirdlbg-fioiisea, tJia 
piliar9 atkd roofs of tbcse heing ofiau prufunefy 
carved witli clionning paltorns m Uiu arylif tuown 
aa chip-carviiig; and oltio in the fretwork of doors 
and windows, fretjuently carried oac a’Jth a ft'mldi of 
intricate design that reminded iis elrungly of the art 
of KnahiTii r, and may poeaibly have Jieexi tnOmujccfl 
by tJtat cotmtiy. 

The old brufia and copper utensile are often vorj' 
beautiful, with open metal work allowing Perainii 
influence j in fact my brother and J sometimes 
thought that they must have hoen brought from 
Iran, so much did they resemble those we h^ jiickeri 
up at Kaslmn. 

It seemed to me that the embroideries produced 
by the a-omen a'cre more typical of the race 
anything efse. j^baw mentiDna that in lIib 'ebeties 
the women wore wide troiisen, the borders of which 
were embroidered, and though the trousers are now 
narrower and worn without adornment, wc wore 
able to collect many sjiecimcmt uf the old worh. 
Moreover, the Jong gowns worn by the women were 
formerly profusely embroiderGd, convouti ftrui f 
appearing with charm ing effect on ilie mi, green 
or yellow silk of which the costume was made. 
Now, alas, tMs beautiful Itandicraft seems almost 
to have died out. and is rcsen’ed for the pretty 
skiUl-caps which are worn by l>oth sexes, and over 
which both alilte place the “ litr>le pork^pie hat *' with 
fur border mentioned by Bhaw. 

In sjiite of the Turbi proverb tJist heads this 
chapter, it appeareil to me that Chinese Turkestan 
hud evolved no art of ita own, everything of the kind 
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being tnilucnced by its jieigAboujrSi Ubina, Imlin or 
Persia. 

The pTovince is * buck-water of the Cliineaf- 
Empire, and the race of petty farmers who inJiubii 
it cultivate the soil as if by injitiiuct. The tio-caUed 
cities are comparatively amalI towna, where tlie trade 
is not on a Urge scale. They are Beporutod one from 
another by the Takla Jdakati desert, and have been 
conquered and ro'cenquered during their whole 
liiatoiy at bewildoringly short intorvaU, an experience 
which does not make for progress in art. 

We rode ah over Eashgar and its environs, and 
also visited every btiihling of any pretensions in 
Tarkand and Ehotan, but found nothing of real 
aichitecturat merit; nor could any mosqno or ahrino 
compare witli the magniheent monumante of India 
or Persia. As to Clunese architecture, it must lie 
borne in mind that the conquerors would scarcely 
raise fine tempira in a conn try wliich they looked upon 
as a Land of temporary exile; moreover, bnildicgs 
constructed of mud crumble away in tlie course of 
centuries, and it has been the custom of some of the 
many rulers of Turkestan to destroy the places of 
worahjp erected by those of another religion. For 
example, Taknb Beg, when he made hitoflelf ruler of 
Turkestan, sot to work to raze ail Clunese monunnaits 
to the ground, and perhaps the two ruined Buddhist 
siuftis to the north and aouth of the Consulate owe 
their dilapidsted cotiilitioa partly to the fury of 
the early Mobamedan conquerors. At piesenf these 
as the Saahgsus call them, are shapeless 
mounds giving no idea of their orlginaE fonu. Sir 
Auxel Stein, who has carefully examined them, believes 
that they date from between flOO aud ffCXl a.d. ; but 
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too littb Traa Irft forliitD to Jmve any opinion aa to 
vuat tiioy loolc^ Ufce vrlion OTocted. It soema otmouit 
lUthoogh Kaahgar is snppcwod to be on the dte 
of Rio-alia, viatod by Htnen^TfliaDg, yet these two 
afujMMare upparfiatry aU that remains of the hundreds 
of Buddhist mcnwBterics that he mendonar 
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(HJ*A fOJjtlTDA 

It I* ^uhlful if ihM^ AfIAA: tiJVfU nwr chiingo. Tlia^ 

dull mud wKlk. mmtl botiwft. omd Diu»c|iMi kiok wotiJd fvifiAlD 

ihf) nmQ for In inwt. olLmaifA* Hiv>y irduki Ih^ wsafamJ 

lnii An Oftiftil thnnv b httudly any rwii mid mu t^y iUiy on lof 

UgH. « ^ « 

“ A* It WM OT ttm m aaw oiiii eirr .iitwJl be/' wtmZiJ hti a 

ap|]ro|imtr Basttfi l* |tliu»^ rtut ifwa gilcirity of a Cnitnil 
Aflian town.—7*^4 iltari qf a J^r F. Vamt^incr^iu^jlL 

We arrived ae Iba capitaJ of diDeiw Tutkeatan in the 
apring, with the beat of the year before ue. The trees 
that bordennl tiie countless irngation cbannuhi were 
nil in Jeaf, the Jigd^, or Babylomnn willow, wiw 
bursting into flower with gusts of perfume, one 
speeies l>caring later on a yeJJow fruit sutnething like 
ft date in appearance and called non, or bread, by 
the Kasfigaris; the sicldy-aweet white, iiod the big 
purple iimlbetries were ripening; the fields briihantly 
green with lucerne and young com, and the many 
gardens endoaod by low mud walls pink with fruit 
blosatjm. Tlie picturwHiue loess cliffs—ouch a ohar- 
actemtic feature of Chinese Turkestan—broke up 
the countzy in every diiectian and the two branches 
of the river added great charm to the Jondscope, the 
frequent hoae of dust giving a enrioue glamour to the 
scene. 

M 
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During Our nilss oittulde tfjo city wc often cante 
jicrosa sunie little mowjue with eju-pod: wootlnn 
oolumna and roof^ tJia buMag ovcrJwfidng n larae 
hatii or tank of water pjanteti round with tall «Jvcr* 
atenimi?<fl poplan, or u vacant ayaice in aonic village 
lane would be occupied by a huge spreading poplar, 
or the beautiful elm of the eountn*, or tlie rather rare 
weeping-u-iUow, There were few Uowere to be Eseen. 
Have the a/nall mauve irises tliat were always found 
in fio gruveyarclg, where they spread them^lves in 
sheet® of blue amoog the loiufw; but along the sandy 
tritcka big Ijushe® of wild rose® with their fainf. accni 
reminded us of home. 

Thore were plenty of Jjuds, hoopoes nnd dove® 
being the commoneat, if one except® rhe uhiijnitouB 
tiraws and sparrow® ; the cuckoo wa® oecaaion- 
rtlly i«id the swallows skimmed after dies. I was 
interested in u pitir of hawks til at had made a rongh 
neat in a tall poplar in the garden, their wild “ keen- 
iitg ” eoutiding dl day long as they came backwnrd® 
and forwards with food for felieh- oilspring. On one 
occasion they attacked .M. Romanoff a® he waa 
standing on the terrnee below their nest and looldng 
through a pair of held • glasses. He aaid that they 
awooped down upon him again and again, hmshing 
hia head with thetr wings and uttering pJerdng cries, 
nnd they even pursued him to tile rocjf of tho Con¬ 
sulate whither he retraiit<fd to <'<intinue hi.i survey of 
'he country, Dis idea was that the hawks must 
have imagined the giasfHja to be a weapon directed at 
tho nest. ilr. l5oliihi once ofjsorved one of these 
bird® swoop down in the midst of the crowded bazar 
and snatch a piece of meat from a bey. and he had 
often seen mim tvaaliing the caicaaeG® of sheep in 
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the river «ad calling to tlie liawks that caught hits 
of offal flong into the air. 

There were only harmless snakes in tie Oasis, and 
not many of them. The boys were fond of winding 
them round their heads under their shnlf-caps, and 
they keep them in thoir sldrts. On tie other hand, 
tho big aix-inoh-Iong Ikarda were feared. as their bite 
was said to be very poiuonotut. W’e sometimes saw 
the pretty jerboa, and there fa a kind of amnlf rat 
indigenous to the countiy, cahed “ hag-mouth " by 
the nativeg, feom ite habit of filling tho pouches in 
its olieeks with gr^ that it stores away. On one 
occasion ilr. Bohlin discovered that a large hoi of 
garden-seeds was nearly empty, and setting a watch 
he caught tlic i^enioim little thief busily filhng its 
pouches. On killing it ho recovered a aurpriiting 
quantify of the stolen goods J 

The newly built Consalato was ngreoably free from 
scorpions, which usually come out at night and can 
move at a great rate wifii a cunous rustling noise j 
but wo had plenty of spiders. Tlie very largo onca 
that ^util run at llghtiiiiig speed I was assured W’cre 
hormlcsa; but one of the miaaionories told me that 
the pain she had suffered from this spider’s bite was 
mtense, and that her finger had ha^l a lump on it for 
nmny a long day after. An entomologist eiidoreed 
her OKpcncnce, saying that theae were hunting spiders 
and killed their prey with a bite that waa poisonotui! 
Thctr aise may be judged from the fact that 3rr, 
Bohlm once saw a sparrow tiy to attack one, but the 
spider defended itself by waving ite legs, and hr this 

manceuvre apparently so much alarmed the bird that 
iti flfw oil 1 I to call Sattur to tfie rescue wlieo 
my rooms were inviuled by one of these creatures. 


cm. V 


0LL,4 PODRIDA 


se 


and hfl often had an exciting chaae with the broom 
befoce he couJd dklodge hie agile prey from ita nicbe, 
its long leaps filling me wifcli fear lest it might alight 
upon my bead and then ifreah vengeance upon me. 
Finjilly, it would be caugbt in a cloth and flung out¬ 
side the house, my henchman rciuabg to destroy it, 
as the world-wide supemtition tJist it ia unJucJr^ to 
icill a spidor holds good in Kashgar.. A compamtiTely 
small, but very haiiy spider, I was told, was extremely 
poisonous. Great black bees and dragon^fllra flew 
about the garden, big horao-fliea oftea attacked onr 
raomita os we rode, and, when the first cold of 
autumn set in, we suRcred from a regular invasion of 
wagps crawling about on windows and fluota, all in a 
half-torpid condition. 

lOunng the summer it was almost impossible to 
read in the evenings, because alight attracted swainiB 
of midges, little beetles and other insects; but we 
could alt oiT walk on the temce in the darkness 
unmolested, nor were wo troubled by mosquitoes. 

I become accustomed to it, the noise of 
Kashgar disturbed me a good deal. At dawn the 
whole world woe up and about, men and boys winging 
lustily, or yelling at their donkeys, which ^m their 
continual Wying arc nicknamed the “ nightingales 
of Kashgar,” the bird of the poets not being a visitor 
to these regions. A jingling of bells would denote 
the passing of the blue-tilted ChincBc titajm drawn 
by sturdy ponies, or a deeper Imoming would indicate 
that a caravan of camcla was on its way across the 
desert, perhaps to far Khotan, or even to Peking, 
The city gun, lenlJy a Chinese cmcker, went off with 
a bang at sunrise to announce that the oily gates 
were open, and it seemed to let loose a perfect pando- 
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inonium of 9oiitid< Wonifin shrieked ana apother, 
ohihireQ nriefi and quArrellod. doifis harked, hor^ir 
neighed nnd mw ; the of siiutU hhds 

tmtt«nKl unetyiaingly, there woe an alt-pcrvadiitg 
htiiu of insects, in trhicli one oould iLiatiinguiaL the 
shrill chirp of the treescriekot, and uiuitittides of 
frogs oroaked frt'in the watoniounies. 

At intitTvtiJs throughout the day n'ouJJ be liejirrl 
Iriifl hlourfiig of an. ibex horn, roflembling the hoot of 
a motor. Thin whs a signal from one of tlie many 
mills. u> inform enstonters that the miller wa« ready 
to grind their graiii, or parimps that the Ilnur wan 
waiting to ?>e carried Hway, Those milia are mni- 
ahurkle mud huilrlings on the river or on u water 
channel, everything being open fo the air and nu 
provMoa made to koep out wind and rain and dust. 
The wheat is poured into Ikwcs which feed the 
TitilUiones, and these east the flour, when ground, on 
to flat tables, upon one of which I nolioed a dirty oid 
cap being iwetl to swwp it up. The Knahgar n^len 
hittl by no means a good wputation for lumefity. A 
oustoiner's grain is weighed before grinding, yet when 
it- is retuTiM^ to him as flour It will probably lie misiod 
w*tth snniu inferior ceruiil or even with sand, of which 
there is onongh snd to spare, 

TiVilli the noonday heat there always (’atiie « W'el* 
come lull tu the com^rt of noise, this being the hour 
of siesta for most living things. Rut when the sun 
descended towarde the west all [lie world awoke, 
and a crescendo of sound would be reached by' 
minuet, all the sounds of the early morning recurring, 
the legions of cocks ssetning to salute tin? partEng 
day as vocifervHisly tm they greetetl ita ajipeaiAnce, 
Z’he Koshguris, by the way, have ft very inferior 




OLLA POrJRIBA 




brD6d of pouJtTy, und tlieir rendering of oitr saying; 
'■ To (5ount your olilcJcena before iJiey are hntoiiiHl 
is "To count your clu'ckens iu (,lie auaiuin," They 
speak of a coward as being " olitckon-Jivexed," jusL 
as WQ do. 

'I’here must In* added to t;lie noiseis I have Hlready 
cuumorated the thudding af drums, the drone of 
hagpijjos, the twanging of stfors aniJ the singing of 
chonises, oftcu most agreeable to weatem cure. 
Nor must I omit to mention the miieszina ealting 
men to prayer from the minareta of the moaques, 
their powerful voices ringing out over the city wiiJi 
a solenm beauty os they testify that there is hut out' 
tiod and that Mohamed is His Prophet. 

The sunsets of Kashgar were most lovely, with a 
delicacy and charm uJJ iheir omi, They a*ere not 
^cctacular displaya of ecurlet, purple and gold as iu 
many parts of tJjd world, but the skj' was softly 
Hushed with ]>alc pinks, mauves and yellows, whil^ a 
wonderful golden haac, dtto 1 imagine fo thn dnst 
particles in the air, shimmered over the whole Innd- 
scapo. The broken loess clilfe. on which siootl shabby 
mud hovels and tombs with no pmtensionit to archi¬ 
tecture, .'leenied now to be crowned with custlea and 
domes worthy of some city of high romance, the 
ruined garden-house with its oolunmed verandah 
stJindiQg high almve t]>e river was turned into a 
Greek tetuple, unii the tall pnplom silhouetted darkly 
against the glow resembled cypresses, tjansporting 
me in spirit to many on Italian garden in Rome or in 
the City of Flowers, Thu chocolafe-colourefd river 
flowing below us was now iridescent as the breast of 
a (love, and across the sands of its wide bed there 
gleamed the enchanted light that oast a spell over the 
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whole landscape. Aud then the sim would eet, and 
in an inatAnt a grejf deaUtUke pallor would creep 
over everjthin^, making me eluver and t.um awaj- 
With a ciirioiiB sense of depression. 

Duriug the spring the Kaahgaiie make pleamire 
expeditions to the dijforntit ghrinea round the city, 
going mthm to oat and gamble than to say their 
prayers. Eonda of Mends are in the habit of fcaating 
one another in turn in aome garden, meeting four 
aftenmoas a week for the purpose, and aometiines 
on our eveniag walka we came across tliese levetlem 
rotuming home. The Beg» and the Sa^yi^a, who 
claim to Ihj descendants of the Prophet, mde showy 
fltaiiionn or well -fed asses and looked impoaii^ 
figures in their snowy turbans and long silk coata. 
They ware usually banrlaoiue men with w'oU-cut 
noses, fresh complexioua and full beards. The 
young oiea had moustaches and invariably stuck a 
rose or & sprig of blossom under the brim of their 
embroidetoU caps, and all alike pTesented a stmng 
oontTost to the flat-faced, yetlow'skinned Chinese. 

The women, who, as in all Moslem countrlea, have 
no social mtercourae witli the men, took their outings 
by viaiting the shiines. ono of whicii they had all to 
themselves, the Maszar of Bibi Anna. The grave of 
this female saint was situated on a bluff opposite the 
Cansulute, the mud tomb, on wliich a white flag 
fluttered, bei^ enclosed with a mud wall. Here 
widows Bjul divorced women who desired remarriage 
and girls anxious for a busbond werQ wont to resort; 
putting their hands into holes built in the tomb, 
they would implore the holy woman to aid tlTsm. 

Try os 1 woulil, I was unable to gain any infpema- 
tiou about the Bibi Khawatt, as she was called. The 
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vrhite Hag brought her often to my mind, oa I could 
not stand upon the gsrden'terniM wiiiiout seeing it, 
and now und again at night 1 observed a lighted 
tamp hanging above her lost resting-place. In a 
Mohamedon cotintiy where woman in theoiy is Uttle 
regarded, what hud the Lady Anna done that a 
shriue at which mlroclej were reputed to i>e per¬ 
formed Hbouid lie erected to her memory ? When 
did oho live i Was ahe perhaps kin lo Ifazrst Apoh 
the Priest-King of Kashgar ? I cun answer none 
of these questions, and merely Jrnow that she was 
regardi>d wilIj much veacratton. 

On one occaaion, when many women wore 
oasemblcd at her grave, I asked some of them to put 
their hands into the boles of tho tomb and allow mo 
to photograph them in that position, but rcolixijd at 
once how tactless I had Iiccn. With shotted faces 
the women cxplEiincd that such a thing would pmett- 
oally amount to socdlege •, but they had no objeetton 
to being photographed seated beside the nuazar, 
Perhaps the most popular shrine is that of Ali 
Aralou, a cdiiple of miles to the north of tiie dty, 
the road leading up^ it being bardored on either 
side by gardens, the property* of Uie n\<iszar and a 
great holiday resort. The lofty brick gateway is 
burred to hoises and vohioJes by 3 tree-tnmk, over 
which w« clambered, to bud outaelvca in a large 
euotosQiu with a great tank of water planted round 
with stately poplars, a usual and pleasing character^ 
istio of holy places iu Cbinese Turketton. BcJiind it 
lay the shrine, an insignificant building entered by 
an old carved and fretted doorway, one of tho best 
apecimeus of this form of native art that we coma 
across in the country.. An old a£/iiin—his ofhoe is 
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to Tvod the Koioii at tfm graved for tb<« benefit of the 
(lepaneil—wod kneeling imii rcolLing prayeis before 
it, lunf imide the suitII (ipaue was filled by u large 
tomb covered with Itlue and white tiled, trophiod of 
fiagd, and hornE of tho wild aheep. 

Sultan Arslan Bpghra, Ute hero-futint. aunianted 
the Tiger for his hraveiy, who ta honourad here] 
fought with great valour against the Buddhist 
inhahitauCa of fChotan, who did not wish to change 
their religton for the tenets uf Islam, He wjis one 
of the oarliesT, llohomeclaa conqucroia of Kusligar, 
and lb is rocorded by BoHew that the ruler of 

Khotiin, who Jed his force againsi the Aloslems, 
offered a htrgo raword t<.i liic man who conld compnga 
the Sultan's death, Ai this time the Keeborian 
Church hud its adhoranta throughout Asia, and thu 
story runs that one of its pduata counselled tlie 
Buddhists to fall upon their opponente at dawn, as 
they would then be engaged with their devotions 
and so would be taken unawares. The advice wtis 
followed, and in a groat battle on the desert plain of 
Ordiim-raddhali, soine fifty miled south-east of Kash¬ 
gar, the adherents of the Prophut were utterly routed 
and their gufhint leader oliun, 

AJi Araton's head woh earned in triumph round 
the ft-alls of Kashgar, into which Lhc Moslems had 
retreated for the time:, and it is euppooed to be 
buriEKl in the ehrine tliat we viaite<L His body, 
however, resta at Ordam^Pudshah, and Sir Aurc! 
Stein writes that a mound covered with poplars from 
which flutter ro^ is at] that marka the grave of the 
naiob, although it ia a peculiarly holy spot and Is 
annually vkit^ by hundreds of pilgrims. 

There are varioua shrines outside the city that 
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clfliiii to cure pii^ticulnr Jiscahch. A rclaiive of Aii 
Anlun ill jntorracl j'h otio of thc*o^ and before the 
frettod windows of hi* tnazsar ia an ancient willow 
that loans over iioorly to (Jna ground, ff a patient 
aUUctod with rhcuniatnun will go round ibe tree 
MS veil times in m betioving gpinti. bending nearly 
double in order to rub bin bank agiiumt ibe bark, it 
jfl said tbat be will be breed from Ilia enmpiflinl. Old 
Jafar B»i trieil ibe treatment one duy when tre were 
tbere, but 1 never ventured to question fiini as to iLe 
result. The »o-oalicd IVnubs of tlie ifongoia oiitnide 
the oity aoemod to me to Iw somewhat of a Ireudf ua 
the mud-domed gravos were qitito modern. But they 
are visited annually by Iboniuinds of the Faithful, 
who gamble, feuet und have a ilav^s outing in the 
neglented oenictory, many, f was Uild, omitfing to 
tbeir pruynm. 

To turn to another subject, at though Kashgar is 
the sesi of Govonmieut. the itotrance of tJie yamun 
l»eiiig marked by the moeto, some seventy feet high, 
and the grotesque stone lions that signify aulbonty, 
yet the Chinese truojia are in harnm.ks at Yongi 
Shahr (Nctv (^ty) suime six or seveji miles tlisrant. 
This town is snmntndcd by high puraijetod mud 
walk in good repair ; two sally-ports have to be 
passed before the big basar can Ix! enterocl. jind, as is 
customuty, these enimnecs are arwjkcd in older to 
fail the evil spirtte, JubI inside tho or 

roofed gateway, there ia a Chinese Irmpk, and over 
tin? gate a building in which paper praym are bumf 
on fete day» and the asLcs dung to the heavona. 

The stalk in the boMir, with their woixlcn shuttots 
and matthig awnings, seemed maeh the same an liitMW 
in the Old City, but in Yongi Shaltr the Cekatiaf wjur 
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at Lome mstou] of Jookidf lilce an intnider, juid 
soIdloiB in Icliak i uuiiorms and fomge caps of Gumiau 
appearance were evcn'wliara to Lc &c(m. Black, ilie 
royal colour of tlic MancLua, waa fitJII affected Ly Ute 
iu^bitonts, and most unanitable wear jt woa formich 
a duatj place, but tbe Hag of tlie Republic, wtfk ha 
five ooloura, flew over evciy yamen. It intereated 
rue to kear tlint tbe yellow stripe stood for China, 
the black for the hlanobus, the ted for the MoDgoh, 
the blue for Tibet, and tbe white for the hloalem 
iubjectu. 

The Chinese seem to hold the province more by 
bitiil than by force, the troops being few, of all ages, 
and not troubled by overmitch drill. Certainly riio 
Governor and the Commonderdn'Chief nl ways go foriJi 
in considerable state wlLb detonations of crackers in 
order to impress the populace, but as, owing to 
Chinese arTogance, the ofEcioJs decline to leant any 
foreign language, they never get info toucii with the 
people they are supposed to govern. Being in tensely 
proud of their old civilization, they utterly dccliue 
to move with the times or absorb now ideas, and so 
are, as it were, petrified. 

The upper classes ore brought up to despise 
manual labour and are admirers of the pen, holding 
the sword in contempt, and os a result are often 
incapahle of defending themselves if attacked. Social 
disrinctioti goes by leoming, a (i'tfrfitm being the 
equal of any one and invariably accorded u seat of 
honour at the yomon. Probably their unhealiby 
lives—for they take no exercise, love darkened toctns 
and are addicted to drink and optiim'^moking—have 
brought them to thi s t^ominious pass; and one 
Governor said that the long nails he affected were 



cm. r 


PODttIDA 


07 


An excellent, aid to Hclf-control, for lio coultl never 
cleucit ids hjiaJ to atriice any one ui nnger I They 
rule llje pro vinca euttjjy, lieeaijse tlie inhabitsiita are 
a mild unwarlike race, accustonied for contiirieii to 
lie iLoder the lieel of a conqueror and preferring tlje 
tolerant doniinfltion of China to (.hat of fluasia. 

Liii-Kin-tang, tlie general who mconquciod the 
province after the death of Yakub ifeg, has a big 
temple erected to Ids honour outaide the Xew City, 
and otic afternoon we made an expedition to see it. 
ft is juBt. off the btxiad tree-plantcd ruadt always ftih 
of traffic, which is apanned hy imptut i ng-ti v>h i” g 
pointed briilges that cross the Kiail Su. On our 
arrival we rode into a large courtyard, where we 
dismounted to pass throngh a fantaaticaJlv decor¬ 
ated gateway into a second courtyard, mid were met 
by the (Toyerunr of Uic City, whose rohea of hlach 
and blue were crowned by a panama bat. One of 
his attendants wore a black felt “ hilly-ccch " that 
looked oddly out of keeping with the rest of his 
costume, ns did the caricatures of English straw hats 
that wore nffcctcfl by the others. The Governor 
escorted us to the temple, the facade of which was a 
blasse of gold, blue and scarlet itiiaglc>'i with Cjiinete 
inscriptions. The tomb of the famous general woe 
under a carved canopy, over which gilded dragons 
careoriid, luid before it was th<^ hero's portrait, on 
enlargeil coloured photograph. An old bronxc tripud 
for burning joss-sticks, and a gieaf. bronze bdJ that 
the Governor struck in order rimt we might hoar its 
wonderful tone, siootl in front of the pJiotogniph, 
and Qti one side of tJic tomb was a fresco of a block 
anfl white tiger, Fonnerly there were huge pointings 
on the waits depicting the general's oarevr, hut 

It 
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uoluckilf all Iihi) Ixivn destroyed by n recent 
earthr^oake^ und tJie teiiipie li«4 practicoUj lieen 
rebuilt and ^v*aa ahncu of much of its original 
decomtion. 

r wondered whether LiU'Kin'tung ai aJt resembied 
the gcuerul of an atnusiu^ story toJd us by Sic AureJ 
Stein. This Chinairum set out with nn arujy of 
twelve thousand men to conquer an enemy that 
inhabited a very hilly country, and be was obliged to 
negotiate ait extremely dillitult pass in onler to get 
into tiouch with tlin foe. His soldiers elanibered to 
the crest of the ascent and, as he had foreseetr, were 
seized mth fear and refused to go farthoTt but took 
heart nf grace when a body of tlte recnlcitiant trilier^’ 
men uoiue forward and tenderenl their siibtnigsion. 
In reality thi^ae were devoteil followeTB of the genornf, 
who had commanded tliein to disguise tiheiusolves, 
and on their appearance the army, with its moral 
restored, streamed gaily down the pass into what 
they iimigirLsd to be a (■oiiqucrod cnunti^'. And ho 
in etfoot it was; for the tribesmen, terrified at the 
great boat, hastened to surrender, and thus fully 
justified the astute plan of the general. 

The priest in charge of the temple, clad ui bhurk 
and wearing a citrioiia cap, was a weird ol>jcct, with 
long jmasy hair standing out from his face, and 1 did 
my best to reproduce his ChcflhiTC*cat grin with niv 
kodak. When we had seen everything wc were 
invited to partake of tea, and seated ouiselves at a 
small table covered witli u cloth badly in nHfd of 
the wash. tJur boat put huge chuiiks of dingy- 
lm>king sugar into our glosacs with his fingers, luid 
with the same useful metnliers helped us to little 
sponge enko and thin biscuits made of toffee and 
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mcftl. lie liimself fiart tj)0 ti3U4il cIuhb l>owl 

in which thi^ teii is tujethcd ; n snidll inTcrtcd bowl 
w pl{iced 00 the top to prevent Ihe escape of the 
leaves, iwid tho tea is tinitiJc througli the entek iHitweeji 
the two, 

lo 4*oitiinoii with mot^upper-H^tass ('hinese, the 
frovemor looked ill and h^K bad teeth, mid certainly 
the foudoeaa of CelesUals for iumtog night into day 
mid catebilly avoidiiig freah air makc 3 them look 
Very diffeteot froin the robust Kashgiirre, who are 
at their beat on horseback and are eWiitrally an out- 
door race, A Celestial is proud of his htilf-ltich-lflag 
linger-tuiilsj whiei} show that he lias never con¬ 
descended to mannal labour, and if bo Kvea abroad 
he will semi iiis panmte a packet of imil-paringa in 
onler to assuie them that be is one of fJie fttetwri. 
who are treated with such consideratinn throughout 
the rCmpire. Wbeu forced to travel a Chinaman will 
not fide, but will go in a utaprx, 'Jliia ja a painted 
cart liaving a blue and black awning and a tasteful 
tlusli of scarlet at the back, on which a charm ia 
inscribed, and there are jiugling tiells on the Itoiwre 
to ward off evil SfiirJta, But the lower classes are 
veiy disc rent; strong, liardy and uncomplaining, and 
seeming to bear out ikt* jwying—“ A t'lilnaman' i» ill 
only once in bis life, and is when be ia dying/’ 
There wore not many Chincisc women at Kashgar, 
jUid 1 waa told that tiic rrompjeriag race does not 
lijok upon any marriage as teguJ uuliuis It is cemtrecLexi 
with a girl of their own count ly, whom they pracd- 
ciiLly buy. The amount I,hat a wottkMio husband 
must pay for a wife is fixerl by go-betweens accoiding 
tx> her looks and her poaitiou in the world. Wlicu 
this is settUHi, the couple, idud in tJieir best clothes, 
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enttir ti room wlicrc thctr friend* nn* aBsembled. 
hfiw low to each other, uni I tlien rany round u truy 
of bowl* of tea, which they offer to their gueats. 
Tlii* CJcremoUT cotupfetes the marriage, and when 
the hritlegroom haa lived seveiul days iu the houite 
of hi 3 parents-in-Iuw he ^kea hia hridft to his own 
home, where ahe is heimoforth under the rule of her 
Tnotiiur-in-law. 

Althongh niajording to Engliali ideas the China- 
trtftn inakee hut nn iDdiflerent- husband, he is very 
proud of Ilia sons. The Celcstialfl carry the Ctricnuil 
regotvi for the male ses to extremes. Eor example, 
an Engtishwonjan who had lived in f'hiim told mo 
that when she hade her Chlneae nurse chnafiBe her 
little Iwy if naughty, the woman lookerl at her in 
honor, saying in shocked tones, " Him piecee man — 

I no touch pfecee man 1 '* 1 was told that parents 

like A boy to Iw headstrong and ttncoutrolled, 
because they think tlmt he is likely to make hia 
way in the world ; and they are pleasetl if he steals 
ctmningly, saying to one another, “Our atm is 
beginning to help tlie house early,^’ Eying is a tine 
art: among both Ctunesa and Koahgaris, and the re is 
little sboine at being found out. 

There is no need for » “ Social fur the Prevention 
of (kneity to Animats among the Ohincae, for thty 
arc irained to l>e conudemte to the brute creatUm,'' 
—A very pleasant trait in their characters. Thor 
certainly live up to their own saying, Be kind to 
liie horse ( hat CAriiea you, to (he cow that feeds you 
and to the dog tluit guartls your poeaesrions,” and 
they are an example to the Kashgaris, who are 
callous if not actually cruot in their tniacuiont of 
animals. 
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The Ireqiumtly ovcr>fal hei^, mutes nod dugs 
lielouguig to Oehistiiab prewnied a strong cuutmst 
to tJi4i ufiuallj overworkwl aud underfed K^i^hgari 
donkeya, diut tt'ere beeteu by their owners ou the 
alighte^it. proTocution. And yet those Uiilti treatuiee, 
sometimes atuiout tiiddvn luidor piles of lirushwfKwl 
or Htaggeriug along under loads of sim‘dried bricks, 
or perbap u plough, the handles of wiuclt sorupcd 
till) ground ut, every step, keep their inde|)eitdiint!e 
Btiungely. They do not obey the voice of their 
masters, as do the liorses ; each donkey iu a dtovc 
picks his own ptli and does not, like tJie caravan 
ponies, follow a leader aluvtahiy* Surety an animal 
so stnmg and intelligent deBer\'03 a lastitcr late than 
blows and seuii'Starvation. 

Every one who has travelled in llohatnwfan 
eotuitriea knows that the dog is looked ujion ua an 
unclean animaj, and the starved and mong)' pariahs 
of Kaahgai merely filled the powtiou of towu' 
scavengers, though others tlmt wore kept to guard the 
bouses were somewhat better treated- These watch' • 
dogs used to rush out and leap at our Jmises in most 
unphsusant fash ion, until my brother taught iJiem 
hotter manners with tiio la!*h of his hiuting-orop. 
Korttinately for the cat. the Prophet uiado a pot of 
this onimiil, and it is therefore held iu high favouT- 
A( the oud of May we hod u moot interosting 
visitor in the peraon of Sir Aurol JStein, on his futum 
from two years in the doserti, wheiv he had made 
fn^h discoveries of great imporlancv ami eitent, 
his finds filling a hundrufl and fifty packing-oases. 
Owing to the wonderfui prcaeivativo power of 
saiul he hod fnimil eomo specimens of very 
luicieut paper, in connectiou w'ith which Sir George 
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Mai?»rtncy drew m 3 ’ ntrvurim to the following pnesago 
ill CliAvannes. The Fitjnch scholar iirmto of two 
particular documenU found h 3 ‘ Sir Aiircl Stein, 
** yu'ils puraiijsent bieu feoiouter att duuii^nie si^Je 
de tiotre et eonf. oinsf Itss vieux sp^cicicna 
do papier qu'il y ait an monde/' 

.'Uthtiugh Sit Aiirel liteil tiie Chinese bo well, lie 
said that he u'ns glod to return to Ttirlteirtan, wjiere 
the inhabitiiata are moat lioapitable and always 
reatlj' to place houses and gardens at, the disposal 
of atmngGrs. In fact they arc $0 open-liimded that 
tJ»e 3 * offer food to 1 UI 3 ’ one who conies to Uic house 
at any hour; Use wcU-tO’do apparently eating iH. 
siiort inten-jilB all tb»y long. But. in Cliina, with Its 
old civilization, the custom La verv’ different', iho 
people alJownng no one to enter their doom unless he 
IxT armed with introductions. Fortunately, the gods 
at© always ready to receive gcesis, and Sir Aurol 
has spent many a night m temples full of hidcoiJ.s 
idola^ Such quarters, however, though pleasantly 
cool b wuniftiir, are icy cafrl b wbtet. 

Another chbg that makes travelibg b CTnna 
disagreeable to Europeans is that Uu* inlmhiiunts 
crowd round any stranger to observe him. They 
consider that b so doing they are shawbg at tention^ 
and tlie lu^eas man rentiers liimself unpopular if 
ho resenta tt. Tliis lieliat.'ioiU' is b strung enutrast 
that of the Turki, who are most polite, b the 
English manner, to travelI gtb, anr) though mv brother 
and I rode and walked through the wlwle Oiisis we 
never once Iiad a disagreeable took or word; b fact, 
the only cunosi^ about us was shown bv the women, 
and tliat. m most imobtiuaive fashion. 
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UN THK WAY tO THE RUBSIAIf VAMJEB 

■nili Onntjml Aswr -miviiTy « tyjw of if# oini+ ^|uii# iRl&irmi 
U># f^wkfi rtr Cpnifimiifi (DuoiiLaiu muk . « ■ 

TTiuti^ tliao^h Um mounuioi w Mgikfirp i;1i# gJftciarm ia ebu 
■mAjI flifTn^aUt ntf miffiK nwi^ frim^* whll# Mrnt i.Wk it 4 ci( 

\ilti?T ckp^Lubin iliiki vtitlid iijm j m matrh In Miy iilbCT of UiF 

worEcL—Gx(kft«i ijnmxD^iM. 

At the end of -May we iouad it unple^v&ntJy Jjoi at 
Kuahgac, with a temperature close on 100 dejpees; 
90 , early tii June, we decided to start off on our tour 
to the Ruasian Fomitu, that hiblierto jealOuHly guanliii] 
dlstnct. It wus a jouxuoy needing a ccmsidonible 
axttouiit of foiothought and preparation, hueause, onre 
away from llie Kualigar oaaifl, we ahould have to 
depend on what we had hrtrught widt us. save in the 
of meat and milk. ,Vty brother inspected the 
tonta, «aw llmt a good supply of tant-peg» and horse* 
shoes was laid in, und arranged for some eighteen 
ponins to t^arrv the loadti, whioh included targ^ luiioimta 
of flour and biiiiey. I hud to calculate what quantities 
of tea, sugar, rfee, tinned foods, ('ompressed vege¬ 
tables, dried fruits, jam, biscuits, candlaa, et cetera, 
would be inquired for seven weeks, hod to make atout 
calico bugs iu which to put tlieui, and bad, nioreovar, 
to jMU'k ray etoto-boxea with judgement. For one 
ihirig thev tiiuai not be too heavy for tlis baggage 
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murnaUt and for tuiot.^cr, oacli Ijojc luu^t coiiiatn a 
i'-omplote asuortincjii of ttforca, in ordej- ihol only am 
Rhoidd need to lie opened whfm we hnlted, I'be 
question of haunted me for wceta, eo afraid 

wtis f of forgetting some ind%ienfiAh]e arliete; but 
tny meUiod of marking the boxes A, B, and so on, 
and then entering tbeir contents in my note-book, 
proved niy salvatJon later on, and made me realiriO 
timt the nrioti? iroulile one takes beforehand, tlie more 
sticeassftd a journey is likely to l.»e, The fruit aeaaon 
had jnat In^m ivitli tbe apricots, and I had baabeta 
of these atjmed and laid imt to drj'* in tJie eua on the 
roof, while Daoiid made janii salted and potted down 
butter, and baked bread and caki^ lo last for the first 
ten days. As we ahould iraitip at heights of ten to 
fourteen Uioii.<iand feet, ] took my warmest winter 
clothing, a thick astride habit, leather jacket and lux- 
Itnod coat, and ordered an addition to my bedding in 
the ebapo of a thick cotton-paddetl sleeping sack, 
To complete my equipment. Sir Aurol Stein inaisted 
on giving me a pair of douhle-Jined initivc hoota, a 
gift that proved invahiuiije in camp at night, and 
my pith helmet, and blue gnnxe veils were equally 
niJccseaty to ward off Rimsiroke and to keep mv face 
from being sldnned when we rode during the heat of 
the day. 

To be perfectly fnuik, I was Ijy do means easy 
about this expedition, to which my brother looketl 
forw'ard with the eagemofis of the j^xiritiman. 1 have 
never lied a good head for heights or for walking along 
the edge of pnjcipicea, and from the various books 
of travel that I had read it seemed iJiat one ought 
to Iw posseeseil of unusual nerve and agilitv to 
negotiate the passes by which the Roof of the World 
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muBt f>e iGachf?d. But I try to mnk ft it a luje to st# 
only one lion in my |w,tl( at a riuje and not. t*« waato 
strength and oottnige in jjiiotttmig what may after 
all ttim out to be imagfnaiy dangers^ and naturally 
ray blood was adrred at the thought that I was about 
to atart upon an adventure vourtiaofed to veij' few 
women. The Pam Era had always been a najiic tf) 
conjure vdtli, and evoked vidons of high uplands, 
giiUiiping Kirghhs, wild aheep with great curled boms 
and an almost complete isolation from the world, and 
mode me aehanred of my twinges of folnt'hoartednces, 
which, indeed, vuujahed for good and all wlioii once 
we wore on the toad. 

At lost the day of mir start arrived. The Kusstana, 
who interested theinaelvc<3 fronoiderabty in what they 
thought woa a mad enterprise, were ahoched that we 
hod fi:[e<I on a Mouilay to Itegin our journey, and 
prophesied disaster, f made enquiries os to w'ljy this 
day should lie regarded os a jVur and was 

'told that, as it nus the custom, among the lower 
classes at all events, to have a drinkinf-lumt on Sun^ 
day, there ware usually Occidents in plenty on the first 
day of the workuig week. As our servants were all 
Mohamedans, bound by the tenets of their religion 
to touch no alcohol, we were not in danger from this 
cause, and the prognosticatlQQB of our ftiends did 
not depress ua in the .dightost. 

Besides oiirsclves and tl;e servants, the party 
included Kltm Saftth litikhur Ahma d the Mead oi 
the oflice, who was an Indian gentlenmn pHsaacssed of 
nnich vniied information, and the sportdoviog Indian 
Doctor. 

Sir A«rel Stein, lb- Boldin and a group of 
Aksakah, or British Agents, whom my brother liad 
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juat beeu eDtertaiaiiig on tbe opca-iioii 0/ tli« King’s 
Ijirtbdfty, wkIc out wttJi ufl for I wo or throe miles, 
their fme emiliotui squeaUtig and in'ing to aitndt 
one another at intervals. MMiwi these rncn, who were 
elad in brilliantly eoluumsl ailk corns anil snowy 
tnrhaiui, left us, wu abnpped on the bank of the Kiril 
Su to have a last cup of tea with our guest, who was 
stayiug WriniJ in the Consitlato in ordor to re-pack 
bis priceleeo treasure and diapatidi them to indln. 
With the folding of the river I foil that we were nwiUy 
off. luid all my housekeeping an-vieties drup|Hd ftom 
me Ida! a garmentfor, whatever might he my faults 
of omii^on or commiaflitai, it waa usicless to trouble 
about them, as I could now tlo nothiug to repair 
them. 

Our way teil duo southt luid litem w'im oultivation 
during the whole march, the hadin'' turning yellow*, 
the wheat in eat, and ploughing going on buaily for 
the autumn crop of Indian corn. 1 tmIo astride on 
a nAfive saddie. ** I’onimy,” as ! culled the aturriy 
white pony which was to be my second mount, had au 
impltiiLsatit trick of stumbling that detracted from his 
merita os a aleedi vet, tn do him justii'e, lie came 
down only once, and that was on tlie last march 
of Llic journey, auit on a sandy rifud without a 
pebble. 

A coupte of days of riding and cumping brought 
us to the oasis of TaelLOiallk, where we were separated 
from the r.t)irivate<i area of Kashgar by a atrip of 
stony desert varied by sand-dunes. In spite of the 
planting of taniariskB and reeds the sand was en- 
utoachiijg on the oasis, nnd h fiouse and ganlen had 
Iwen lately overwhelmed by this im)idious foe, which 
the prevailing winds piled up in lofty mounds. Seeing 
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thi» could better umlerBlaud Sir Aurcl iSteiu'fl 
oxpiortirioDH of cities that hud I wen btiried fur 
centuries in the sajiJ, which hod nlso chokwi up ibe 
rivers by w'hich their mhabitatits had Kuppnrted IHc, 
Tilt* H&f of Toshmalik offered us ten, runat fowl, 
bread and hard-boiled cgjrs. The eggs had Vieen 
coloured red, because white ia the ciubicm of mourning 
in China, and the inhnbitaute of Turkestan wipkd 
tills fis well as many other customs froni the dominant 
race. Our ofil host partook of lea with us, and I 
noticed that, wiiiyj his bowl rctjuiriHl rfifillmg, his 
servant oblifhngly drank up what W’as left and ihau 
poured in freah Ii(|uid and han<led it to liiiii. 

That night we i:amped on an open apace sur- 
roonded by trees and irrigation dnuwiels, and an it 
WHS hot we slept d fa htfffe outside our teiits. It 
WHS delk’toiis to feel the cool night breeze as 1 dropped 
off to sleep, blit not so plwtsant to ivake suddenly in 
the dark with the horrihjn .sotiBution that aoinething 
lat^ wwa creeping over my face. By the dim storJigiit 
I saw crawling forma on my bod, and my torchlight 
revealed the largest l>ectlcs that 1 have ever s«aii- 
and I have a consideroblo experience of the ctH'k- 
roach—some rupoflhig on my pillow and others flying 
round with a luioming noise. How’ I regretted my 
iiios<]uito net! But luckily I hud a head-net in my 
hold-all, and afier shaking off the unwelcome in- 
trudera 1 composed myself to sleep iigain as best 
I cunld, knowing that 1 liad none t*>o long a night, 
BJi I must rise at four o^clock. 

()u the ihitd day wo rode towards* low con¬ 
glomerate hilb witlv 'a Irackgfoimd of aoowy peaka. 
and were soon painfully fltumbUng uniong the anooih 
bsiulders of the wide bed of the (lez Kiver, w'bich wee 
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distric^t no one tioiumeKts upon tbo wiiuthet—is 
almost monotonously fine during the summer- but 
traodJom oak one anutJiot how high or mUier how low 
tlic water is. lit our ctuw the answer was important 
iMcause, if WD had srrtTt'd too late, the dangerous 
Gez River could nor have been crc^ised and we 
should have lied to make our way over n series of 
steep pjisses in the hills. 

Fortune favourotl us; for (he great water,“ 
which is due about the middle of .tune and continues 
iliruughout July, had not yet conmienced. But two 
or threo dayM later the fsst melting snows would have 
swollen the stream and rendered any erossing impos¬ 
sible; an it was, it was touch and go once or twice. 
The next three days wore spent in the tong Gex 
defile, the frowniiig mountains rising up in nuuty 
places sheer from tln^ river-I mhI and heuusing the 
water wjjJiin ustrower and narrower limrts aa we 
proceeded, f was reminded now snd ugsin of tile 
gloomy canyous of tlie Fraser River in British 
Coluiiihia, itnii all the time the roar of the water 
ctasliing over nocks and boulders rang in our eara. 
During each stage we. had to ford the river some .five 
or six times, and at first t had the queer sensation 
of being tratried ilown'stream, f.he lamt opposite 
appearing to sivim away from me. But, having 
traversed rivers in Persia, J knew the danger of be- 
eoniinggiddy and failing helplessly into fJie torrent; 
thorefore f kept my eyes on some fixoil object ami not 
on tlie sw’irling w'liter, and s.-i 1 was wulJ looked after 
and had no responsibility, I enjoyed the excitement 
of the crossings. Old Jafar Bai took one of my reins 
and my brother's hiintamun. Nadir, ftxle at my side 
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to lescao me iu ciise my hofse fell, teaviag nti? oothmg 
to do liut to ftU in my SAddJe mid uigc my ^ed 
with voi<;e niid wlirp. The imimitl, iituici'Ujitomcd to 
deep water, n'otUd plunge und stumble us it tried to 
make good iU looting on the alipper^^ Uouldent, und 
now and ttgain would bceoniu iiervouH, lose its lieud 
and attempt to swim. All around us were at,Toggling 
horses, whose exdtOfl riders without censing yelled 
At the top of their voices they drove tlie hiiggoge 
unitnnis before them, and ahouted countless directions 
that could not be heurd above the tumult and hurly- 
burly of the water os U poured over its stony bod, 

I was adsHsed to keep my horse up-streiun at firefc, 
and when half-way across to lot it go down-sireum, 
and was told that 1 must on no account cling to it 
if it lost, its footing and fell, for it would probably 
trample upon me in iU struggles. Apparent ly tlie 
best thing in case of an accident was to let, myself 
go with the current and trust to being rescued. TJie 
natives are said to cross rapid rivers in safety, even 
when the water rvAches to tiiwir armpits, by jumping 
all the time —a very exhausting method, I ahoold 
imagine. 

Though our baggage ponies were lightly laden they 
SBctned at times Almost overwhelmed, but the 
of Toahmalik and his men who escortod vis, knew the 
dreaded tSex River In all it® mooda, and shepherded 
the terrified animals uioat cleverly. At the decpcjit 
fords camels were called into roquieition and with 
much qucntlous oompltuning were forced into the 
atream uith our foods, and on theso oc^rasinns the 
Brtj inaiatod that I should mount hfe own home, 
aaying that it was on export at negotiating tor- 
wmla- The lord of this dUtriot was a big, roddy- 
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ftice<J mrtti, and could hanll^v Take his ovm off 
tho first Er^lialiivomaii he had e^^et iteeni lacing 
particularly intoreHted in my aide-so/idie, which he 
thought was II most inseciim perch. He looked upon 
me aa being more or Jesa in his cj^iirgii, muj j heard 
aftenvards that he had depuicd three of hb men who 
were strong swimmers to keep an eye upon me in 
cfl.'K) mj horse foundered. As a rule the oarly mocning 
tfl the hest time to cro-is these rivera, l)oi;am«* no snow 
melts in the ttioiintains during the night, ivheu evorv- 
thing is froisen, nor does it do so until the sim hM 
l>e£ii up for some hours. Once or twice our IniggHge 
animab were greatly deJaye<l hjr tlm water, and on 
one occasion only our bedding rcaoliDil the camping 
ground, a pasitiragc dotted with tamarisk bctuIi, 
TJmt night I was rouaed more than once by some 
grazing pon^' lun-hing against my bed in the ihictneas, 
The dreary (Icz gorge became wilder as we 
penetrated its recessea. Here uiid there rooks and 
atones were piled one upon another in a chaotic 
conhuMOii that gave one a glimpse of the tremendous 
power of ice and water. Ihe acencry luting so savage 
aa to seem more like a nightmare' tJwn reality. It 
inspired me with a kind of awo. and 1 am not ashanicd 
to own that 1 should have lieen terrified to find 
myself alone in tiiOBe soiitwdes, shut in by the loftj- 
congtomemte hills, above wdneb one gained occaaioiial 
glimpses of snowy peaks. The river, betiefiociit. snd 
life-giving in its lower renehes, ia here an agent, of 
destruction, with not a tree imd hardly a plant on 
its banks: and yet at otic of the gtoomteat reaiThcfl, 
when I woa filled with a 8en,% of impending disaster, 
tny moofl waa changed in a second by the sighi. of 
two smalt birds pursuing one another in a love flight, 
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Wr^ hud Uj crxisa iH^vtiral rmtive bridges iriude on 
tfie fajitilevor eystem^ and always dismoanted, for 
they sw'aywi from aide to side, nm) our horses wen* 
ucrvoim at first, even wlien led over rhem. A» the 
torrent nt these points was penned into nurrow' 
fjjiitte it swirled tmd eddies] luid foamed among the 
huge buuidera below tis, and T was thanlcful Hint these 
bridges had l^een tniproved since Lord Uuiimore 
visited the Pamirs in lHft2 and wrote that they 
cousiMcd of a unijple of beams on wtitrh hmshwood 
and large round ntonea were laid. 

When t liens were no bridges and the water whs 
too diiep for orir horses we were obliged to nogotiato 
various passes. In these the narrow txach, with isniv 
rtsoni for one aiiiniul abreast, was often formed of 
loose ahnie, which hero and there poured down the 
mountain aide in big fans, the shingle rustling as it 
fell on to our path and desa^wtided t,he precipitous 
cltlFs to the torrent surging far below. I did not 
ftpprftoiate my pony "a fondness for treading on tJie 
e^rtreme edge nf the tmeh and sending ahoweis of 
tiny fwbbhfs hiirtluig dow'n ; hut as it would Jiove 
been a physical impossibility for me to have watted 
up all these passes—I alw’ays descended them on 
foot—I used Ui f‘on«>le myself with flip reflcfjtion 
that our horses wore by no moons anxious to commil 
aiiicido. 

At the end of tlte gorge, ilouie-shaped ^uxtogh 
A to, with im covering of anew, stood up mugtsiftcently, 
seoming to block op the end of the narrow valley, 
and from that moment it entered into my Life, so 
familiar did it la^'ome to me ami ao greatly did I 
admire it. Sand.v tracks now led us ti* the ahalbw 
Bultirdcui Lake, more than half-filled with sand blown 
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Erom the hilliS that enoircJo it, fintl ivfi JiAfted un a 
etrvtch of paeturage on wHoIi yaks wore grAziag;, juni 
were glod to think tlu»t a critiLai part of our joimiey 
waa tuifelj- accornpJisfaod. 

ft ttiny be of mtoreat if I give fiome act^ount of 
iiow we travoiJed dttrmg this tour. The rule was to 
rise at 5 A.Skt., if not earlier^ and { wouid iuiatjlF dress 
and then emerge from my tent to k>* niy pitfi^hat, 
putties, glovea and atiefc beside the breakfust rahte 
spread in the open, Diving back into my tent T 
would put the Inst touches to the packing of hold* 
alj and dresaitig-case, -fafar Hai and Ins colleague 
Jlmnayiiii l*eiiig busy mejwwlule in tying up my 
bedstead an<I l>etldlug in felts. While the tents were 
being at,ruck wy oto our breakfast iu the sharp 
morning air, adjlisted our putties, applied fEce’Cream 
to beep our skins from ciackiDg in the inteniw drynea* 
of the atmoephere^ and then would wnt^Ji our ponies, 
yaksoroBmels an the case might Iw, being loarled up. 
riiese lust'mentioned ungainly creatures used to 
cry and protest all the rime, giving their ownent as 
rmieh truiibk as possible before they could lie induced 
to lie down, and oot'acuonnlly throwing off their 
burdens. A bAby-camel being of the partv during 
part: of our journey, its inoUier greatly resenterl being 
mado to work, and all the miiznals were shedding 
their winter coats, the fur hanging on their bodie.« 
in loose, untidy patches, Jly chief objection to the 
camel is ita diflagreeabJe oflour, and I have often 
wondered wiij'' an animal that is such a clean feeder 
should smell so horribly, 

When the loads were at last adjusted and the 
caravan was ready to start, we would mount our 
hofflcs, or one of our men would lead tJieni iHjhmd us 
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wMle wp vrulkod for an lionr before we began to ride. 
.-Vii we hail tJiree horses bet ween us, 1 usiniJly rode fuilf 
tbe stage on mj side-saddle if tlie going were gow], 
and iJiG other bail on Tommy with a native suddle 
wliicli had a oualiion atnipped on to it. and 1 found 
ihiit the change of aeat kept nic from getting ovm^ 
tired, while my astride Jiabit did for eillier onxle* 

We osufllly uiarch»i for five hoiifs and then bofted 
for lunch, waiting until our onravan had overtaken 
and passed ua. Sattur« who accotupanie^i ua on Ins 
pony, would tuipai;k his riJlln luutket. and we would lie 
bj* the w'ater, in the slmle of iv treo if poeeiblo, aa tlio 
aim by noon was very powurful. When the worst of 
the heat was over, and our baggage anitnnls had been 
given tut hourV atarf, we would ridn anotiher three or 
four lioura into comp, to revel in afternoon lea and 
warm baths, J having an extra treat in the brushing 
out of my liufr, so hastily done up in the morning. 
Theu would come a consul batiun with Daoud ns to 
our avuning tncnl, and ouo ni the store lioxes would 
bo opened ro give out evciything needed for it and 
for tire morrow’s breakfast and lunch. Alter dinner 
wo tumally strolled up and down for on hour, warmly 
wrapped up—for it became verj' cold when the siui 
went do wn—and then turned in to dreamless si umlH^re, 
From Lake fiiilutikid and onwanis we saw a great 
deal of the Kiighbi, und, thougJi iravelteia dilTer oa 
to their opinioTi of the»e peaceful pastoral people, we 
ourselves liked them and found them moai friendly 
and hospitable. Their broad hairless faces and high 
cheek-bone^ ahow their Mongol descent, but tJiuugh 
akin to riieyedow-aikiiuied, oblJque-oyed ChincM, thi^ 
look very different, and both men and wonieu Imve 
fresh ruiidy complexions. 
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Wo fiat oajiiped n^ith tlitini Hi a fipot rwUed " Stoiip 
Slioop-foIrlA," from tlie preiwHw i^f m riHJghly ^nillod 
enclosure into whidj tiie flocks were driven ai Jlight 
to l>c guiLided frtuu Uic woK'ei) by the suvnge Eirghiif 
dogs. As ive codti ocross n widu gretsay [jbiiii t' fvvjirds 
o group of tikhoif, the native dut'ljings tliat look 
like huge beedureSt it a'HS the hour of the aflcmooti 
lailking, ami IvirgJiix women in gaily rotoiired coats, 
long leiithor hoots and the oharacteristie lofty wliite 
headgear, were busily at work, d'bey hud tied the 
sheep and the goats and (he black, brown or parti- 
coIciiiFdd yaks to long ropes and let the animals go 
free one by one Tvhen they had been milkedf & loud 
chorua of bleu ting and gninting going on all Die time, 
Troopa of mares, m»:ompanie<i fty thoir foals, were 
feeding all rcnuid the camp, and our liadaksluLuJ 
horaea wcreexcitet! to such aji extent lliat the ciicidnut 
had to bo hlmdfulded in order to quiet him ; and 
throughout the tour I had often from this cause 
an unpleasantly lively limp with my grey, which had 
been imperturbable when at Koabgar, 

ft WHS mid-June, but a higli wind was bloaiug and 
drove the sand in clouds from the hills, invoding the 
httlo tent, in which 1 could not stand upright aave in 
the centre, and wdmking up its flaps. As I could not 
perform my toilet unless J fastened up the entrain;®, 

I had to grope for everything in almost totjil dark¬ 
ness, and tiuuigh the space woii extrenipiy limited, it 
was uurj>rising how easily tliinga got mislaid. My 
tent was still less dearrable os a rewilence when it 
rained, as after a wliilc tiny struums woulrl licgin to 
tnckJe domt inside at tlie point® where mv camp 
furnitiixi? touched the wjdJa, and mv belongings— 
moat of them perforce on t he gnuind—got damp and 
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dauiniy. Of courso a lai^o tent wltfi tab winilovvs is 
v^ry (iomfortAbb—m-itli iTeitain li^a^sptians; bnt tv'« 
had heard so much about the storriui tlud sivMp 
over the Painini tJint we Jiiul taben onlv smalt oaes 
OK this ex]itfdit.ion. 

At our neit halt, Kimtignias, meaning “ f.Jie phic* 
tl>at rhfl sim cajmot reach,” I woa prowded with an 
aMtm oil to niyedf. Indeed. I alwavs dwelt in these 
toomy white houses ” when ever puasible. Tlioy on^ 
u^alty eighteen feet b diameter, Uie fianie sbe os Ifw 
Turkoman kiititkas in the north of Persia, nnd the 
fromHwork of willow^wood is a trellis about four foot, 
high, which pulb out and is pk«ed ou thv ground in 
ft circle. 1 o the upper titlge of this a scrivs of ourveil 
lulha arc tied about a foot, aprt, tiie other end of 
these laths l>ubg inserted into the holes of a tliick 
wooden hoop that fonris the top of the dome-Uhe 
erection. Largo felts arc now fastened with ropes 
over the fikhtjt, leaving free the openbg at the top to 
admit light and air—iJso rain and snow on occasion, 
—and to let out the smoke of tip fires. In case of 
really barl wcuUier a felt can be drawn over the 
circular opcuitig, and again withdrawn, on the same 
principle a& the ventilation arrangemeuta b some of 
the liondon theatres, A woixlen fmtnuworlt, often 
prettily carveiL is placed Iwtween the two ends of 
tl«* trelllS'Work to serve as a doorway, and ia hung 
with a piece of matting and a felt or carpet'. Inside, 
the framework is completely covered with fells, and 
along the top of the treilb 1 noticed throughout our 
t<«ir an effective finish in the shape of a band of rcil 
felt with a blue floriated pattern that paaaeil half.^ 
way round tha ai&oi, the ot.her half being decoraterl 
witb tile s,ime design, hut with the coloura reversed. 


mROUGH DESERTS AND OASES 


rr I 


These dwetUngn cmi Iw puirhiiaed for 1)7 (ft rTimesu 
yambu), hilt thofiG of aiiperior ijuiiljty often go op to 
£35 in price. The earilieti flour is bes.t.en linrii mid 
covered with carpets, a depresidQn being left in the 
centre for the fire. Some of the old corpete were 
very pleoaing, with their iwift madders aud indigoea 
and greons, a favouiitc deisTgii l>etng coaventioiuilized 
flowers; but atas, moat of them were bndlv burnt by 
the eparke dint had leapt on to them from the 
brushwood used to atart the firee. The Kirghiz of 
to-day does not appreciate their Tfelvcty sheen, but 
loves the rnotlern Kfiotan prodiictions, with their 
crude scarlets, purples, yellowa and magcnUis ail 
introduced into the same pattern in a series of liolont 
colour discords. 

All travellers sp<*ah of the aItJioi with esteem, and 
r always grateful for its apace, and, in fine weather, 
for its comfort, although during anow and rain 1 found 
that it had sonie drawbacLt. For example, tin* hole 
at Iho top let in mudi wet. hut if the felt were drawn 
across tt J was deprived of tigJit, and if J rolled up my i 
entmacc carpet 1 had no privacy and was cxposotl lo j 

violent diaughts, as the walla were by no means air- 1 

proof. The fdts that covered tlieni were so full of 
holes that on a rainy day one had to uw* much dia- 
cnniination as to where to put one'a belongings in 
order to keep them cumpanilively dry, atid cui more 
thnit one occasion f have slepl, with 'my nuwJdutoidi 
dteiim up over uiy hear! in order to prevent the rain ' 
from splaflht^ mi. my face during the night. ' 

There Lh little in the way of *' fnmitura ” in Lheae 
dwellings save piciurea^uely shaped copper jugs in 
which water is boiled, w few copper pots and baaina ' 
uant for cooking and os receptacles for milk, and 
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Ik] mo i:oiigli woodon buclcots. On ono oGcasloii t?p 
weTo Rsliorad into oii akttoi tn cot our ]u]]i:iJ] out of 
tile glaiu of tbo etiu, and hiui auriSolvca on 

B rug, at. otip ond of whioL was \t ttundlo of cotton- 
ptulded quilts. Jnfar Bai warned ns that a suinll boy 
n-as sleeping under ihem. tuid it was just Us woH tiuit 
Iks did sti, as wc miglit eaflily Imw sat upon him. 
TJio child incuiued and wiighed, and then, he»ring 
strange voices, began to cij' with terror und made 
violent e^orts U> get fwe of Jiis eovoringfii tinder which 
he could hardly have breathed. We sent for his 
mother, hut she was tw> shy to make her appearance, 
so her elileat sisji, attired in a long green fOat. ven¬ 
tured in and earned olT his frighten^ JiitJe brother. 

We were ncuv and onwards comping at a height of 
eleven to fourteen tliousond feet, and when there woo 
no Birnwhiue it 'vas disagreealjly cold and raw, despite 
the season of tho yejw. We were held up for a couple 
of davB by snow soon after wo left Kuntigxuas, and 
as a Kirghiz woman had washed our uuderclotLing 
just iiofora the weather broke, 1 had a lire lit in my 
akhfti both to keep inyj?elf warm iiud to tlry the 
wet gairrumts. Nndir was an expert in lighting these 
fires, and brought in an armful of wild lavender anil 
a ba.sket of cakes of the dried dung of the 

yak, tlie only fuel obtoixiahle in this pi^rt< of the 
world, arbera trees arc conspicuous by their absence, 
lie squatted tM the grouurj, set tigbt to the brusb- 
wood, ami piled tlie fuel in a bank round it, iiumipu- 
ktiiig it with a pair of tongs and coaxing the fire 
to burn with the aid of an ingenious pair of bellows 
made fmra a wlmte goutsldu. At fital the result was 
M itimtd id acrid smoke that iiuidn my i*ye3 amart and 
shed fiooda of invotuntnry tears ; the imly way to 
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iLvoid llii^ ardeivl to s.}! oi; the ground A h 

fumtiilc. After w vvhile the atiiake t-eaied and left 
n clear red lire that |pve out conj^itierahle heat, hnt 
tamed to uahet so smui that 1 wondered whet her it 
Whs wortlt all the tnmfde it to(»k to make. CertainK* 
it Tvaa oi practically tie itw in diring out extensive 
^vaJ^L, wliich itad to be carried along in its wet con- 
fiitioa until tlie aun apjHtared again, 

Whenever we stopped at theae (vitgliix eucamp- 
ments. Che principal women wotilci come to visit me. 
bringing uattnlh* an offering of a kind of puff pantry 
the stEO of a plate, niiule with cream, very crap and 
rich, layer above layer, and about three inchea thick i 
my gifta in rolimi were gaily cuJuuixid Jiaudkercliicthi 
and strings of coral bfi^adn, botli of which gave great 
eacbfaction. As my gnests entered the nkhoi they 
would kick off tlie low shoes that men and women 
aJtko wear over tiicir long luather tiooU, amJ would 
seat Lhemaelvcii on the ffnor, looking pictiires(]uc in 
thejT flowered chintz coats padded with cotton and 
thdr curioita turltan-ltkn hcadgour that ia fonned by 
wimiing ntilaltii on a wooden frame and ie laid aside 
in file privacy of their owm homes. All wore roupliJy 
mmle, hut effective-')oohhig, ncieklat'es of eoral ami 
nilver with long pendants, and hiwl nilver clasps and 
huttons on therr coats. Some of them hnd boauli'* 
fully cntbroidarefl caps bordered with silver buttons 
and ending in Iios.'WhI chains which hung over their 
ours, this headgear being worn under the turbans. 

Ill® elder women were hard-featured and woaflier* 
beaten, n uatuni) conseijtiniice of their exptKfiure to 
all sortaof clltiiutic conditions, but ^otne nf the young 
girls were rosy-oheeked tuid nttiutitivo-hHiking, dcKpito 
iheir flat faeea nnd rather snub noses. Obi Jafnr Bai 
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uiid Niidir wcM> veiy u-sfful in Jitflpinp t<J cntetUun 
my giJttftA, Imniiliifing mv Ppf5<i«ri mnufka iutn TmH, 
ajwl Ihe liiiiJefi enjoyed drinldnjj ttu> sweetened witJi 
m»uy luitipB oi sugrir instead of tbe customary Balt, 
and ea li ng Kumpean b uita and sweetmeats. Before 
leaving they would gutJicr up any augur aiui eataIlk'S 
that woro toft, pm^ldng them a way in the cloth wouud 
round iJieir waists or in a hreaflt-pooket oi their thick 
miter roiita. They rttnick me as Iieing vorj' ptenaent 
and easy-temperod with one another, and when they 
took their leave w'ith profuae suJaams they would 
t Jian tr me iiu»l politoiy fur the Bnt<*rttiiiiiJient. 

} iMjliove that, tlie Kirghiz Vronion liavc a better 
position than their Mohamedan disteis in other parts 
of the world : y«t iheir lives are strenuoas and filled 
with unceasing work. As women are in a decided 
minority in the Ramies they ati! valualile.and n man 
posaessod of several daughters conn to titmsclf rich 
indeed. A anitor for the hand of one of them induces 
thtec of the chief men of the Idbe to bargain with 
the fortunate father, nod I wi« told tlmt a Imndmd 
sheep or five tJhiiieso {f #5) is a tnoderaie price 

to pay for s briiie. At otic of our camps, for eimmpla. 
the headman was pointed out to me on luivtng pr^ 
duced monei’ and stock to tlia value of £KH> for hts 
unprcposseadug-looking wife. On the other b and, the 
girl brings with her a dowry- of camels. lioriMS^ yaks, 
clothes and jeweHeiy ih»i iaatipposed to equal in value 
whttt her father Ims received from the bridegroom, 

A wedding entails but slight expenoo as com pored 
with a fiuieriil, the father merely giving a big feast 
to the whole trilw, and this dues not seriouslv em- 
imiTOsa lum as it is ctistomiiry for the guests to 
present gifts in kind to the bridegroom, who is 
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expoctefi to hand titL*ni over lo hifl future rHlIwr-m- 
law, 

Miiw Ciapliclfu wtCB lliat ora rale a Fnuu pays for 
Ilia bride by imtAlmeuia uiifl ducfl not visit the resi- 
deuoe of her pareuts until the Rrat Jot of lEve-ntock 
hiLi liceji deljverwl to her liitiier. tJn this CFCcusioii 
tlie future hiiBbiiud w not allowed to aw iiia imjmraUi, 
and neither bridenToom nor Itriiie inakes an uppeaT- 
nnceat the wedding-feast. Lute at night the jwit. or 
female malehniakem, condwd tlie young couple sepa¬ 
rately to the fiklm of the bride’s patents, the jnrl 
making a feint of resisting and the jintti pretending 
to hinder the Uiwhatvd hy liarking lilto doge, llie 
bridegroom goes off early the nest morning and avoids 
Ms parenta-indaw for the whole day, and when he 
luis paid the full price for Ms wife he carries her off 
with a show of force, which she piays up to by 
jicetendijig to resist tJie attempt to take her to a 
now* he rue, 

ft happens .wmsttniiM Giai a man does not. 
eiiongh live-stock to pumbase a wife, tu wliirlt case 
he will enter Into an agreement with his would-be 
fatliev-in-law to serve Him and Took after Ms flocks 
for a term of yeare* jnat as did Jacob many centuries 
ago in ortier to gain the hand of Kachet. tie is 
allowed to marry the girl of Jiis choice and lives wntli 
her family during his servico. at the end of which her 
father ^rill give him an ak/nn, yaka, mates, sheep wwi 
goata. and the couple will go off and live independently 
of the old [leople. My hnotber's best KirgMz nJtiinri. 
^hamshir by name, conltded to him that he was 
uiiidoiis to marry, but so far he hod only gathered 
together thirty aheep towards the realisation of hia 
heart's dfiaire. However, bis bard cose Sii touched 
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h'w eniploj'er’s liewt fJwt, wljen wg left iho dlstiricls 
Kliwmsfiir m^fived u jiarting gift- tlutt wwld appreci- 
«bly hiist^rn the wedding-day. 

TliGTe Ls practically no (Utoccc among tJjo Kirghis, 
tnamitge lading Wiced npon aa penunneiit, A wife is 
consideT^d ffl belong to hct biiBl)atid^B laniily and 
liifca with them if ehe becomes n widow, atnl in tiie 
event of her remiuriage she is obliged to forgo the 
fUwry that she bmugbt to her drat faushond. 
Mohamedans ate permiUed to have fotir wives, Imt, 
owing U» the scarcity of women, few Kirghiz can avail 
liieniaelvea of Ihia privilege, though a man occasion- 

allv takes u second wife at the urgent request of his 

*■ 

firsi: one. 

r'ertainiv it good mfe must be “ aimve rnbip* ’* to 
a Kirghiz, * She Imika after tlie flocks and iicrda umm 
or less, doce all l.lie milking, makes cream, curds, 
cheese anti j£'ou*MWff, cooks the food, fauhions clothes 
for iieittelf and her family, and of course haa to rear 
her children. Biwides aU this, she is skilled in weaving 
felts with which to cover the <ikhoiw, and the olfective 
©inbftjidcries that adorn them are the woric of her 
hands, as are also the coarae hut, pleasing I 

have Been her staggering along under the big bun die 
of laths thar. form the framework of thi* " white 
hiHise ” and site lends a hand to its erection nnd ti^^^ 
cm its felt coverings. Her lord and master has often 
filled me with indignation by stamUng idly hy and 
] Ml liifi wifs 3. 

Though Uie women arrt almost as good riders us 
the men. they ride tmly for the practic^ purposes of 
tfavciling from camp to camp or herding^ tJte mares 
and cattle- Rectcat-imK as v-e understand it, <io<w not 
come much into tlu-ir lives, and wJienguesta hav® to 
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be entertainod, or Bie given, lliey tiiive to work 
hurder I'.Tiuti itsiiHl at tJie rooking. In fnnl I wfui not 
surprised to hear that when be recounts fais poesessioiiB 
a wili nieutioii Im camels, lioraes, sheep 

and goate Gist, relegating wife and ehildrcn to the 
end of the list. 

The man's part in life struck me as l^eing by far 
the easier «ue, He rides about on tiis wiij ponies, 
nttcndfl all tJie wedding and funeral feasts in the dds- 
trict, lov«.s to play the *' goat gatije,” and will drive 
bifl yaks and ^eep into Kashgar to Sell, if lie is in 
need of floitr, clothing or l>oots. He is too wise to 
wed the prettj' Kaebgari girls, who would l»c utterly 
useless and out of their ebmcul in on akJtoi, nor do 
ilie active, weather*beatcn maidens of bis tribe Imuker 
after the life the city. 

In tJic ddferont ciicampnicnbs that we visited 
children were often conspiciioua by thoir abscuicc, and 
1 Wiifi tnid that most of thooe Imm duriag the long 
winter succitrdb to the rigours of the climate, a targe 
proportion of infants being stiUboni fr* 3 tn the same 
cause. Smallpox also carries off niaiiy, and olthoogh 
the health of the Kirghiz is, as a mle, excellent , they 
die very easily' if they fall ill, there being jio doctor 
on the Pamirs, or any knowledge of tin* mdinients 
of nursing. It seems a case of the survival of the 
fittest; for 1 have never come across sturdier, hardier- 
looking men and women‘ titan those 1 encountered 
during our tour. 1’hoy live alma^tt entirely on pailk, 
ciuil^ und cheese, killing their ducks for food only 
w'hen miik ia scarce or gneata arrive, or for wedding 
and funeral fe&ata. Their favourite <iriiih ia koumiim, 
the fermented milk of mores. One sip of thia was 
enough for me, us I found it so acid and dmokv that 
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I had HD dfistre repeat tho ozperiinent. Bi^d, 
fittgur rikI leu uro ]iixuriea, aiid,iu) they grow nothing 
save ti little hurley in places, they never tujite either 
fruit or vepjtahJes ; hut f hoy certAioly tlirive on 
thoir milk diet. The best ndlh eomes from tlie yiths. 
Theaeiitimly aniniab looked veij dishevelled at ihis 
ueftsoit, as their shaggy bail- was coming off in |iatchea. 
They are for lianjier than cows^ andt though thoir 
yield is leae, the milk is mudi rieher and is yielded 
over a longer period. 

Neitlior my biothex nor 1 derived much benefit 
from the Umittoaa quontiilea o£ milk and cream that 
we saw' at the encaropmenta. The Kirghiz Iioil the 
milk in open vessels, with the result that it always 
tasted so stronglv of the pungeDt smoke that wc found 
jiinketa and milk puddings quite nneuialilc. More¬ 
over* they arc in the habit of manipulating tlie cream 
with their hiuids, both these and the bowls being 
very far from clean. Only twice were we offered 
ureitm that wa.N smokeless and white, and this we 
found delicious. 

Tlieyakft—block, browm, grey or black and wliite— 
are of two species, those carrying big hraiiching honm 
and those without any. They are strong and remark¬ 
ably sure-footed, though slow, and we used tliem often 
for pack work. The ttmous single grunt which they 
emit, tit frequent intervals eama them their wienttfic 
name of £o$ It was frequently my fate 

when caroping to have a yak ensconced some where 
mitatdc my fl-Jt/rot, separated from me (>nly by a 
felt, so that it seemed as if it were literally gnmtuig 
into my car during the night. They appeared to 
Ittr very docile to their owners, but sotueitmea tmik 
a violent dislike to Europeoiut, as my brnther oticu 
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to hi* cost in Latlalr, when he vias ohaaed 
by H lilnok bxiU and catfaped with oonsidoraUe difti- 
c^ty. The Kirghiz are on the most laijiiJiar terms 
with their animaD. I oftflii found a mwd of Inmlis 
and kids Irelund a wireen in an oX'Aoii, or struggiiug 
to emerge from some hole ondorproimd, and if 1 
rolled lip my hanging door T was frequently visited 
by the most engaging kiiis, only too ready to 
Diake friends with the intruder. I was told t hat the 
Kirghiz keep eoeks m owler that the birds may rouse 
their owneia at daybreak, but we ourselves romo 
across no poultry during our travels among these 
nomads. 

Washing is not a Kirghiz charactemtic, and. 
indeed, in » country where the rivere are partly ice¬ 
bound in July one could hardly expect the inliahitanta 
to be fond of balMug. They must find the long 
winter with its bitter winds very trj'ing, even in tboir 
lowest gramg-gicmnde. The Hooks sernpo away the 
snow with tlioir hocffs in order to find the griiss tindBr- 
neatji, but arc in extremely poor condition before 
the approach of spring, and have to be carefully 
guarded from the depredations of snow-leopards, 
wild dogs and wolves. These InsL cotno round in 
pocks and lie in wait, watching their opportunity; 
on one occasion Nadir lost eighty of hb sheep in tlie 
f ull daylight of n winter monilrtg. His brother, who 
was in chnige of tlie Htick, went, to his al-hm for n 
short time, leaving a small boy and his SAvags dogs 
in charge. As soon os he wras out of sight the wolves 
set upon the. sheep, killing them one after the other in a 
kind of oigy of Idoodshcd, and paying no heed what¬ 
ever to the doga, which were powcrlesB to prevent 
the (daughter. Many of the ahoep Qcd into the hills 
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in tlifijr Urtnr, quJ N«dir rewvetcd very fcvr of 

them. ^ , 

Iftikhar Abm«a tekted to me how onoe n Urge 

and cxceplicmidly flavnge dog that, tie poseesi^ was 
tilled by a couple of wolv^, Tliey atolked the d(^, 
one getting in front of it and one behind, and. whiie 
it siCHKl tuideoided which foe to atinck first, one of 
die wolveu niahetl nt it with tieroendoue fowe and 
tbn?w it down. In Icm time than it takes to mUte, 
the victim was tom aaimder, and conquerois made 
off, each carrying Imlf of the spoils of victoiv. 

The trilieamen keep their tiiliow warm in ’winter by 
banking snow roand them, closing op al! mtemtjc<» 
«,d crwdii.* ^ 

infcriroiiuitd!'. <*“ “‘PP’)' ' 

Though the Kiigliix nominally follow the Mhpon 
of the Prophet and am Sui^ they pay hule 
heed «o its observancefl beyond keeping the fast 0l 
Kournuun; but thia !» not to be wondered at. smcie 
diey have few »iiwa«s to show them Uie nght path. 
When they die they arc buned in a litUe 
bekmgmg to the tribe, and usually situated on the mde 
Low mod domea, looking much like oAAow 
b the distance, are placed over dm mmams of men « 
iinnortonce ; anti when these Utter die. their relate 
bvite the trilm to gmnt fcaaU and also organize 
raeWL m which the winners are awarded handaome 
riri7^a TUi"^ is the njcn are givi^ 

diese Uvifih entetteiiimenta b order to disperm the 

beins concemri _1« " by “P ™*“ '•>' 

ahalt come after. .„Trti, /,< ,i 

Here and there we came across the tomh of a 
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M^id, tho tn'nd dopio eoctoaed by a rough stone wall, 
on wliioJi were set potes hung with fluttering rags. 
Ons sucli dutrie waa erected over a miglity Utmter^ 
iiiid the nhikaris hu(i hung it round with honur of the 
wild sheep and wore in the habit of doposiling 
pinches oX gunpewrier on the gruve, in onkr that the 
departed Ninirud uiight give them aiiecuas in the chase, 
‘rhese primiriTB monumentfi aw tjit* only bntlduiga 
tlmt we came acroea during our tour. 

T7ih ticadnian of a tiilH! or diatrict in called a liegt 
and in Clunese Turkestan, in the uplands of which we 
travelled at first, lie Ls put in authority by the Ambati, 
to whom ho gives a gift for the lionottr, recoujiing 
himself afterwards by taking a fortieth part of the 
flocks and herds of tlic familiea in his charge. These 
oflieiala were moat helpful to us, arranging for trans¬ 
port—usuaJly the great stumhling-block of travellers 
m Central ^iu — sending men on ahead to prepare 
al'hoM for us, accompanying niv brother and treating 
us HO honoured gtieata when 'We jamsotl through their 
distticta. One of these hosts waa an ofiicet in Chinese 
employ, anr! said that he tiod a force of thirty* 
two men under his tinleia. TIte Irutii vvoa that (he 
dtiiinii dren^ pay for thirtyd.wo soldien< and gave our 
friend the money for rigftt. He in his turn oconotni^ed 
by leaving tfiiree solcJiers, lus wife and children figuring 
an Uif remoinmg^i'w. 

A choga or " robe of honourwas usually pre¬ 
sented to the Bfg when we left his district, and the 
man would kneel to receive the brtJUaiitty coloured 
coat, and itiukc the gesture of passing his hands across 
his face, whieb was meant to signify Ids humjhty in 
the presell le of my brother. Tlien, calling out, 
A!io/i IIo Aibar," he would spring to hitt feet and 
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nwli oU in higlt glen tti b1ji>w hiii “ decotmtionffw 
hfi regaivjetj it-^to tha iiiCTi of his tribe, 

Duriug the first ilnye of otir orrlvtiJ on theiie 
upliuulB bad diBagreottble tve^tlier, aUboiigh iti 
was mid'June. Snmetimes iheto was rtriviug min 
liud snofT of exceptiouAlly meffing quality, and when 
it was dry the higli winds blow uji tiie aaiid tn great 
oloudfi. f)jji,’o or twice, after ebirling off on a fine 
morning, we wen* forced at tLe end of the niarob 
to maJee a btirnod tiielt to tbo eneampniont at whielj 
we were to bjilt,io onler to avoid an itnmmoiit rtust' 
Btorui, the excited Jiotsos tacing aeross gitanid bo 
boggy thot on ordiuar)' oecaaionB we aliould imve 
negotiatCfJ ft with care. At intorvals we could liear 
what 1 imagined to Itc penis of thunder, but was 
iu reality' tJie roar of avolancbes os tiiey slid down 
the aides of rbe snow-clad innmi tains i.lm r, were obuust 
bidden by the dust Iiom. We were delayed in one 
place for a couple of days, ae ibo bicol Jkg said that 
the heavy rum bad m&flo the going too bad for our 
baggage'caniels, and a very ilanip and cliilly wait 
it was. If we ventured outaide our aMtiijt wo were 
drenched to the skin, with no means of drying our¬ 
selves save by Llie inadequate fires that I have 
described. 1 w'os delighted when the sun reuppented, 
and, us we started off, the Big't wife came to bid mo 
a most Idjidty farewell and to wiab me good luck on 
the road; jtnd tbroughout Ibe journey the chief 
woman of every camp always took u particular 
interest iu mv wdfoie. 

We left the grazing ground bosido the river and 
ascended a broad, bjtrreu valley leading into a range of 
low bare bills wliieb we crossed by easy passes, and for 
u couple of days travclfcd through a stony desolation 
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among brown hilb cmsted irith snow. Tiicre wjw 
barely a aign of [if a to Itc aeon save oncCf wlien a 
buttiiirfly flwttened feebly among the btmlilerp and 
ditffis through which ihu truek lay. and I wondered 
how the poor inaect could survive, us we were eumc 
milea from vegetation of any kituK There were often 
little Howere in abundance un tlie greasy banks of the 
streams, and 1 noted two or three vuTietica of piinmJas, 
some tiny and of pabst mauve, uhilc otheia. fiig 
and lusty, were of n dark lint. The buttercups and 
a small cietus spread thcmselvies in golden patches, 
crimson luusewort flushed the ground, and 1 was sorry 
to have no aeguamtanoe with scores of low-growing 
plants that were bursting into minute cream, yellow 
or purple hlossonis. The whole flora was Alpine, and 
remiuded me of the beautiful display that T had often 
enjoyed in Switsedand : but hero the gentians were 
either white or a pale blue. 

At limes we enjoyed superb views of the great 
snow-clad pBuks towards which wc were traveliing, 
and these visions of remote and unearthly beauty 
componaated for the wearv tuilM oi stumbling over 
rounded bouldem and pebbles. We were only able 
to go at a foot.'s pace, 'fhe horses disliked the 
journey mote than we did, iKirniise tljey got foot' 
sore; and Jafar Bai liad to keep a vigilant eye upon 
their ahocti, lOt tlio nailg hud a habit of dropping 
out. 

Ou June 18 we camped, at a height of ll^.OUOfeet, 
below the Katta Dawait, or Great Tass, by crossing 
which we should leave Chinese Turkestan and reach 
the Ruadao I'amlrs, tbe goal of our jouruey. 
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THE ROOF OF TUB WORJ^Ji 

I w«k<4j lacnnydn ort^ cljid viUt mmet fiound mj 

Uirovgli iht m^^pcd |wjsn ul the fm (ku *»—turn tnvmsd 
ih^ riilLpjr cif Pninir, — IHmm Biuf^ 

Tlifr J?aimfw mrr hmh icrtiiliTwl biuimi lM>lh hfiblUbk mtid ciHiUJe» 
iMlifi nnHljTC mpfiiUlfiitt AmM^rdio^ to Ih? point of tivnr from Irflliih 
Uvy mv TtgAfdaL Tli«j m miwamg th> dolHjcntt ^mdowm ol 
jwtan!,—TA« Pamin mut lA# Siwtt ^ Ukt Oim Uuil. (humuM N. 
Gdbzo:^. 

It vtos a. ihritlin^ Lhought that 1 was about to tread 
in tJie foobttqw of wime of Ih^ intrepid trevclten in 
Higli Asia, an ttie Buddhist monk, Hjiien Tsjang, 
Uurco Polo, Wood, tbo fiist Engtiehnian to enter the 
Pamirs, and mimY another whom the Bed Gudn called 
Co feats of daring and cnduiaace. But my lot wan 
an e^ttrcmely easy one compared with theiis; for, 
beiog the oiiljr woman of the party, I was guarded 
and protected in every possible «'ay. Perhaps aome 
of my readers may be a little vague ns to the exact 
nijeaiiing of the word Pamire. They are described by 
Sir Tliomaa Holdich. the eminent geographer, as 
** VHileya rcucliittg up in long nlopen to the fcxit of 
Riouotaic peaks,*’ and they are known by the Persian 
term of Sam-i'fyrtnia or Roof of the World, 

On that June morning we were up at o am. and. 
although snow hud fallen during the night, the day 
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wraa fide and gave good Uopea of o BUCCdaefuJ crosaijjg 
of the pase. ft was bitterJy cold, Imt; ray leather 
coal; WAS imperviouB to wind, a Shetland shawl swotJied 
my pjth'hnt and neck, and I had besmeared both fai;e 
juid feet plentifiiUy with vaseline and therefore felt 
prepared to meet whatever might hefalL 

When we had seen our baggage yaks Loaded we 
walked up the narrow valley, down which ran a little 
atToam with scanty gracing on its banks; but t>efare 
Fong the stJl! pull up the mountain side began, and we 
w'ere obliged to mount. Our Kiigliis guide halted 
every few yards to Jet the panting Iioises take breuDj 
—in fact, tho rarofiesd air on these heights seemed to 
try them almost, os much as it would have exiiitusted 
us Inal we lieen forced to walk. Wo soon reached 
[he snow-line, and onr animofe plunged and stumble^l 
through freshly fallen snow on the narrow track 
where wo mov4Hl along in single file. It seemed a 
long time, but tn reality we reached the crest, of the 
Eattu Da wan in a couple of hours and found ourselves 
on a little plateau some Jt?,ooo feet high, Cloutls 
hail Wn gathering during otir dimb and fine snow 
now began to fall fast, makhig us fear that we might 
be caught in a storm and possibly otlfw ihe trur,k, 
which it neede*! the practised ere of the Kirghi/ to 
discover. Forf.tinatdy the wind came to our rescue, 
sweeping the air clear at intervals, and I sow that we 
were in the midst of great white giatite ahouldcrtfig 
one another, a glacier lying to our left, shining in the 
fitful gleams of the sun. Ahead of ua low green hilla 
acantiJy flecked with snow opened out to give a 
glirapw of tJie intense blue of the Great Kurnkul 
Lake, a soft rajet half revealing the landscape, and 
t.he whole making a picture of exijuiaite beauty that 
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fiomewhaL fcmijided ub of Uie Ilighknds of Scotland. 
But it waa uo time to linger and enjoy the view, nnd 
we bi^Hn the descent, soon dismounting as our homes 
flonnclered hadly in tho snow and I had no wish to he 
shot over Tommy’s head. Tlieji followed an hour of 
struggling downwards during whinh I wiiB sometiines 
up to the fcnee in the snow, and once or twice felf 
lioodtoiig, my tiiiok clothing impeding me a good deal 
hut saving me from hurt fii my tumijleo. Somehow 
we scntnihled down at- last into a long ddile, and the 
falling snow turned into a chilly sleet that cut our 
faces. But nothing of that sort mattered, and aa we 
drank hot tea from our themios hottles I fell a glow 
of pride that not only was 1 tlie iiret Englishwointin 
to negotiate the Karta Da wan I’ass. but that I was 
actually on tliat Roof of the World, which in my 
wildest day-dreams I had nover imagined that I 
should visit. 

It seamed an auspicious omen that almost as soon 
as wc reached the Pamirs, N'adir discovered a smull 
herd! of oiHg /mfi on the side of one of the njotintaios 
between which we were pusKing. Although there was 
not a head among them, they held out a promise 
of hetter things to come, and 1 was greatly iutetcated 
in watching them through my glasses. 

From now onwards we aiiiv much more of Narlir, 
who came from the Sankol district, and ahowefi hia 
Aryan di^sccnt in his boldly cot aquiline featinee, his 
big dark i.'vee, black board and mouatai'Jie. He was 
strikingly hnndsoiite, and would Iiave poa^ed very well 
for u Spaniard, eic^t thatf wliflu he took off his white 
felt Rirghm hat. his aha veil betid lookiKl oddly out 
of keeping with the rest of the picture. He was 
most intelligent on any matter connected with sport 
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or country, im<i uoouistomed f/O file of 
fiefil'gtassea, through whioh hia keen oyes owept the 
htiln UQCcAsitigl)’, Yet he did not understand a 
watch, )uid our method of coinpuliug time cmive^^ed 
nothing to him ; in lact, when my brother sjjoke to 
him of " houm " he said reproachfoliy that he hailed 
froni Sarikol, wbare such ttiinga were imknowu, 1 
admired his gift of making every one work; for, 
utthongh he won merely uiy brother's Luntsinen, 
lie nrrop^ted much autfiority to hiniself imd ordered 
about the guides, and even our aerviinte, in the moyt' 
masterful way. He could turn his hand to anythmg, 
was accounted au excellent aiuger and wna (juite 
aware of liia fine appeamni'e. being fond of decorating 
his hat with a bunch of priinttlas that set off Ids 
handsome face to a<Ivanrage< He l»td of course the 
defects of his qualities, one of his failings being that 
be WHS so detenninctl to pose as omniscient that he 
occRsIoualiy gave us wrong information; moieovcr, 
his deep-rooteil contempt for the peaceful KirgliiE 
also led him asfiray, as he somotimea refused to pay 
attention to their afivice as to tmeks and camping 
grounds. 

To return to the march, tong twulder'Strewn defiles 
le<l us eventually into a gravelly waste where we 
saw ahead of iifl the Great Karakul Lake, ami a 
group of oAAow gleaming white iu the distance held 
out hopes of rest and food. But onddenly a violent 
sandstorm, one of those “ moimiain devils " that 
blotted out the londscupo, came on so oompleticly, 
that it. WHS quite a aurprise when I found that we had 
reached h stream, on tho further side of which stood 
the liechive-fike dwellings. I was half-blinded as I 
stoggorod into a dirty likhoi, emoilitig sfrongly of the 
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JdiJs &nd ttiiub» that liiid (iitely b<^ herded behind 
ft prettily cofooitid tcsttijig; <iiid, witJi my £tict* 
E^volJ^ /roQi the suoti' and altNit on the ICatb Davraii, 
my eyes itore l^m rJic Aund and my W'hole pensun 
grimy with duet, I did not, leel at my beat when four 
gaily attired Kiighb: Hromen with towering w'hite 
hoadgeur came to call upon me. One tt-aa a guod- 
loobing, roaj-checked girl, who said ehe did not know 
her age, but thought It might be tw'enty. She had u 
iMiautifidly etnbrclderod headgear bordered with ailvor 
buitoiut and ending in silver ehaitui which 

hung over her earn. 

I folc tiM> tired to play the hoatesa welir and found 
the Indies miher inquiaitivi^ ns Diey finger^ sty pith' 
hat, slipped their lumds iat^ my TuT' lined gloves and 
uAft mined ray habit; in fact the maimers of rJiis 
tribe ware the worst I encountered, and so confitanil}- 
was r peeped at through the iiiatiy holes in the fell 
cohering of ray akhoi ^at [ had to aliortcii all my 
toilet oponitions coesiderablv- 

Although our baggage yaks hml started from camp 
at 7 o'clock that morning they did not arrive until 
d and of course we got nothing to cat until an 
hour later, and before I went to bed f had to open 
the atorft Ixixea in order to provide my brother and 
Xodir with three days^ supplies for a shooiing ei- 
pedition in tbc mountains bordering the lake, on 
which tbi^ were to storl oJI at dawn on the morrow, 
Wo were now in Uu^jiun territory, and at nightfall 
four Cossaeka rode up to the akhois with order? to 
escort us, and next day they aecompaniod mt< and Uie 
scrvatils to the Russian post where we were to stop. 
This consisted of a series of rooius opening on to n 
cotiriyard, the whole built, of brick and suirotraded 
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Ity Ik bigb waJl. ft- had cvi<lontl_v bt-eu deaufJ up 
ID ODT boDOUft and tlie corporal wbo waa iit autbtiriiy 
hero ushered me into a white-washed room with a 
table and a couple of stools* and was aatoiuided at; 
my request that he should ojH:ii the double tvindow. 
As soon as my beloiigingB had heeti l>rt*ught m J 
mounted Tommy and woiit oil, accompanied by Jafar 
Bid and nay a^JamerH, to see thu lake, it w exquisitely 
adtuated, with a background of snowy jacaks pictur- 
eaquely serrated, i hc water and the great gravelly 
plain being niaged alaout with mo untains partly 
covered with freshly fallen snow, dir Trans-Alai 
range w'ith thu magnificent Kaufmami peak rising 
up into thu flky. The water of the lake was an 
intense sapphire blue, with btmid streaks of purfde 
and emerald and a wide band of salt elllorcsceiice 
round its shores, the whole rcuiinding me of piciures 
of the Dead Sea. 

Captain Cobbold, who rtaited the lake In J 
mendoued the sandy ridge running north and south 
tliat divided it; but the water has risen ainco 
then, and at tlie time i>f my viidt there was m> 
sign of a division. lie also spoke of its tjah, imd it 
was disapfmiDtjng to hear on alt sides that Lhuto was 
no life in It'S hitter watert*; ii is stagnant:, no animal 
drinks from it, and (he only birds f notetl during my 
three days' visit were a piur of Bruhnimy ducks and 
an (Kmaaional ^mlture itnd raven. The salt efUorea- 
oence made the gronnd rotten in places, and once 
the horses, which tfafar Bai was hohiing while I photo¬ 
graphed the group, sank into a kind <if ijmoksaud, 
from winch we had some difficulty in extricating them. 
Tills district is colled the Khurgusb Panur (Pumh' of 
the Jfare}, and I felt that the name must have been 
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giv«a in irony* as it u roailv a d4^s«Tt, bouJder-strcwn 
in iomc port^* sand-stjown in others. Tiio grazing ia 
so poor aa to be almost negligible (which probablj 
accounted for t he liigh chaigea that were levied upon 
us by our Inte Kii^hiz busts), and the Hussinn p<jst* 
houae overlooked n dreary wuats of flolidified ridges 
of sand, in appearance much like the low mud mounds 
raised over tiio dead. I thought it a moat depreasing 
view, but lortunatoiy it did not appear to affect the 
spirits of the Cossacks ; for, on the arrival of hull a 
.dozen soldiers who had driven from Oah with supplies, 
the whole party ntarted danemgin the little courtyani. 
One tniui played the concertiiui, and another, small 
and welbmade, clad in buff coat, blue trousers, long 
riding-hoots Jind a grey aheepskin cap, would have 
been a worthy member of the Itussiaii ballet corpa so 
popuiai in London. He and his partner thmoed witii 
tremendous rest and agliity. thougb their faces never 
for an mst 4 Uit mbixciJ their serious expresston as they 
rehearsed the otd themes of attraction and repulsion, 
maseuline boldness seeking to conquer maidenly 
coyness. Then on a sudden the tender melody would 
changu to soniothiog wild and barbaric, and tbe 
dancers became warlike, wore enemuiS, exchanged 
threats* feigned to attack one another and stomped 
their feet menacingly, somewhat in the manner of 
tbe blood-stirring ballet of Prince Igor. 

There waa much excitement at tbe post when my 
brother's first trophy arrived; hul the bead was 
small, and os be und Madir bad heard that larger 
rams might bo found okewbetc, he decided that we 
had better move on. 

My readers will see that we had had some trouble 
in numbing the Pamita, but when once we luid arrived 
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I astoluiatiGd at thu eaati with which wc travelled 
from place to place. For the greater part of our lour 
we were on a high plateau which in reality eonaiiited of 
vatJeys ao filled up with the moramoe of the glaciers 
of CQDtTuiefl ago f.hatj as Sir Francia Vmiughusbuud 
puta it, 'Hhe Ixittoina of thecie Paniir vutlcyfi are level 
with the higher atiumiite of the Alpa.'^ cowing lo this, 
the mountain ranges were often shorn of much of 
their gramleur as we surveyed them from a height 
of thirteen, or fourteen Lhonaanfi feet, tiiaugit some 
of the panoramas wo wore privitogud to stue were 
tmfocgettablo In their superb majesty, 

I have travelled among the Swim Alps, and know 
something of the Canadian Rockies, the Kltmri! Range 
ami the Caucasus, but the moiintams of the Panun> 
are far wilder aud more savage in appeaTance than 
these, because of the eutire lack of life at their feet. 
In Switzerland. Canada and the CaiiLosus tJie fiuithills 
of the great rongM are clad witJi pine and fir ; long 
grusay slopes gemmed with tiny flowers give a 
charm to the eceneij', ond there ie iisuiiJJy bird life. 
Even the baram Elbnr* has juniper ami other 
scrub on its lower slopes and there ore grafts and 
flowem in ite valloys; bnt Jiorc we could travel for 
days in a desQJntion that was almost terrifying. 

Often wo did not see a human being during the 
whole day's march, the only signs of life being on 
oiKamtonal vulture and Bome ijiiien n few snow pigeons, 
crows, choughs and Ihe ubiquitous marmot. It wits 
u red-leHer day if I rnme across swallows, finches, 
doseiti larks or the handsouie but unoaCablti Htnluniny 
duck; indeed my horse would mdunlly sometimes 
flhy if we met a KirgliLE on the lonely truck. 

The climate during our visit in June and July was 
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ODt' Lif tilt! most chungcabk in the world, tt was 
idwfty# cold wbcn we left camp bat^ecn aix and seven 
o'clock, tbe sky often grejr and cloudy aiul the moiui- 
talna veiled in mist. After a ivbile the hdo would 
come out and 1 would throw ofi my overcoat, but 
prolmbLy would soon put it on agmn, as Jcy bkate 
wore in the habit of descending suddenly from the 
bills. At noon it was often v^tiiemcly hot, and 1 
found i-he mid-^lny Jiolt, even in aueh favourahlo apote 
as tm the bank^ of a stream, very trying, owing to 
tbe 8i!orcJjing he&t from which there wue uo escape. 
There tvrp no trees on the ramus, ami 1 Lave vivid 
memories of halta on bare hillsides wbare there was 
not even a boulder largr* enough to give shade, and 
where, m spite of mv pjtlt*hjtt, sun umbrella and thick 
cluthiHi, 1 felt an if 1 were l>cing slowly roasted as wc 
lay exposed to the fierce sunshine. It was difficult 
to read or write, almost impossible to sleep, and I 
could appreetate the Jewish prophet’a word-pioturo 
of ** tiie slrndow of u. great rook in a weary laiiiL" 
Our chief alleviation was hot ten &om tho tliermoa 
Itettlea, our throats and lips Ijeing always parched 
with the dry nir, and cTar^i^ noa* and again we had un 
iinexpectod shower-hath. Peals of thunder would re¬ 
verberate from the hiJLSt over wtiicb dark-purpls atom- 
clouds had gathcretl, and suddenly a deluge would 
descend upon tis. But the sky would Ijo as blue as 
ever after a few momenta, though the whole atnio- 
aplieru felt sensibly refreahed: and JateT in. the day 
these smart showers would descend in the forni of 
snow, it wos always very oold when the euo went 
down, and in camp I wore all the clothing 1 could 
muster and pullerl a fur coat over all; my feet were 
slipped into my big felt lioota lined with |ainb'«*wool: 
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and a ^ooUem cap au my complete the coistiimo 
in wfuefa I sAt at out dumer-tabLe, At night my 
tih^puig-t)^ Liy oil a thick iiifittn±^ and a mg, an it 
w important to Imve lis muL^h below as abo¥nt and 
when my fur ooat woa thrown ov<jr me 1 w(t& by no 
moang too wamt 

Wo wore Liying at a height of twelve la fourteen 
thotiBand feeft^ and oltJmiigii the air wag dolioioinjty 
koeHf like that of ^nie Alpioo winter resort,, per^ 
goimlly i never Idt braced np^ but \\*m atwa}^^ 
hmgutd and disinolmed for ejccrtJuu owing to the 
rarefied atnioapheio. Itiiiiug did not fatigue me and 
1 could walk for a conulderable distonw on Urn levelp 
but 1 puiiled at the leagt effort and had a cxitiom 
^ligation aa if a hand were on my throats Ceriamlv 
I slept profoundly ami fLdl a coutinnal wish to yJumlier, 
both in season ami om j but in gpJlo of all the exeici^ 

I wag Litking 1 had no appetite^ and ate only oa a 
luattor of duty* Direclly we descouiled to Jeve! 
of 10,OW feet 1 felt a different being, and life^ 
appetite and energy returned in a nifihp aa if by 
magic. 

I had imaginod that theit! woiild be an abundance 
of rich gras^ to support the fiocks and iierda of the 
wandering kiighrz trihe^, and w'nai disappamted to 
find the Pamirs, aa far tus our tour extended, a dreary 
ivaete, often covered with boulders and gravel from 
the moiamcs of tho mountains, with only emidl strips 
of pasturage at iutervahi^ In general the gnuing was 
Beauty, and the uihabitaubSr ^ho numbor but a few 
thoiiiandSf must often jiave a struggle to euppmt lifi^ 
during the winter. Even during the mimmer they 
move thisir fionka frequently to fre^ paetureBt for 
the giaea in eoon eaten up^ and a Large popidn^ 
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tloti would «itarv«. [u narrativefl ef travel in the 
Poniirfl r,)ie pnivuinn of food for tlip baggngo nnimnls 
Lfl atwavfit mentjoiiGtl jis oue of the didicnitiee to be 
cnwiuitored. and it was forturmto for ua tlmi my 
bruttiiiFB ofBcInl poaifion saved tu from aimety on 
this score. Wo had been obliged to uitrry oovenil 
Junds of barley from KaoJigar, but tlie local &^s were 
able to arrange for fresh sapplios of forage at some 
points of our journey, and Iwl iw usually to catupirtg 
grounds whore the grazing 'was fair. 

Wlteu we bade farewell to thn fl reac Karakul Lake 
wo spent three days on the Kuseian uart road, Hding 
the ninety miles to Psmiral^ Ftist on tiic Muighab 
liivor. On the moming of our start snow was fall¬ 
ing fast, and as I dragged in3*sell out of my w'nnn 
sleeping-hag at 3.30 A.W. 1 felt thankfuJ that my lot 
was not cast jjcnnanontly in tlie Pamirs. But, when 
onoc wc were on horseback and mniHed up, tbe 
going left nothing to wniplaiu of- \Vc rode along 
a broad unmetalled track made for the must part 
by the siinpts expedient of comoviug the bouldew 
which thickly strewed these BterUe vuheya, luiving 
been brought down from tlie ranges bounding us 
on either wde, I'his mud was marked at intervals 
by piles of Btoiicai mftuatiriQg it into verete and half*' 
versts—Hvo vnrste boing equal to three ICuglkh 
miles. The distances ware palntod on a stone on 
ovary otlier benp. though often the figures were 
placed upside down, and now and again were omitted 
altogodior. All our servante were provuiod with 
smoked passes, but would not use them at first, 
Sattur, for example, wearing Ins acmes Ida lijis or 
hangmg under his chin, imtil after a while he came 
to underetand that they were of iwd benefit. 
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Our OoBSavk escort, conswtUJg of a conH'ral and 
thnse soldiors, wore clieory sturdy youUw , dad in hufi 
imiforauj witJi blue faciiiigs aiul long bttJI greatcoatfl* 
Their forage Heaps wore ael rokiiildy oti one side, ttiid 
the corporal bnished Ids thick velloa' hair into a 
big well'groaijcd ridl which idmost -Md Ids foreheiui, 
and was evidently piutid of liiu pereonul appearance. 
Tliev" wore blue glnsaes, a neirefisary precaution against 
tlie glure of the aim on the anow. and rode handy 
little ponka ud born Iioracmen. ! felt that they 
must have hut a dull time in these outposts of the 
Hiisidau Ehupiie wltli so few of the niuenitieB of IjiOt 
especially as llieir pay wus at the low mto of one and. 
fouTpenw » month, supplenumted by rations of meat 
and Hour, forage for their horaoa, and the pEOvision 
of a uniform and three shirts annually. Their service 
lusts for three ycara, after which they are free to 
return to their forme for th® reat of their bves. hhicl) 
uum hnn a nile and a limited amount' of ammunition, 
and tho corporal wa« for ever on the look-out for 
something to shoot at- 

At one part of our second day's march tJie Kjjid 
wound over a in the hills, and liiy brother and 
Nadir, who had espied game in i» vjiHey Imnsuth us, 
wont' oil to stalk while the rest of the party rode 
forward. On a cliff to our right the coipond pom tod 
out a large gtonp of vnlturas feeding on a dead 
sheep and emitted sluill whistles that made the great 
birds hop about in u most ungainly fashion. 1 
watched them with interest, which changed to anger 
when the Cossack let off hia riJlc at them, mtuking onr 
horses shy violently. Tlie birds, Uiough unharmed, 
were so gorged that they could hardly nso from tlie 
ground, but my brother^a quarry, startled at the shot, 
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mftdf oil fmd e8c»iKid, and Nadir L4n;am^ livid witli 
Tdge as he emleavouced t<0 expiam to (.he Rtissian 
how ili-timed his tovc of sport had been on that 
Occ&ALOiL Tinring these litree davB the country waa 
monototious in the extreme, the stone strewn plateaux 
having hardly » sign of life. At one spot, wliem tlie 
hills were formed of hardened mud, Nadir told ua 
that Mr. Haydon, the welMaiown geolo^t, whom he 
bad atscoinpanied on a tour in tlw Paiaim, luul found 
foaniluv We were anxious t.o see some for nUEielve«f 
and lie led Ufl to a curiously shapetl hill where, after 
some groping, he dirintoned two or ibroe sea-shells, 
a sight, til at filled nie with uonder im T reaHaed that 
tills inigh^ Roof of the World, adth ite vtilJoys twelve 
to fourteen thmisaud feel high, had long ages ago 
hden under the sea, and indeed .wa-saKd composed 
much of the mountain whose ride we were probing. 
That afternoon, between the intemiitbent showers of 
snow, we had the curious speeUcle of a violent 
thundorstomi in the range to our right, another 
raging at the same time iu the mountedns to left, 
while overhead were brilliant sunshine and a bright 
blue sky. 

Dn the aftenumn of tlie third day. as wc neared 
Pamirsky Post, wp were met by a couple of Mitt^shis 
or Headmen, goigeouii in purple rallies, broad sdver- 
e ml Kissed Iwito ftud wiowy turbans, These oflickJs 
Itsd us down tlie valley to the Mnrghai), one of tJto 
head water® of the elaasto Oxufl. and Imre we were 
wanuly welcomed hy the KusaLiii coiiunandant with 
his Cosaacb escort. He find most, kindly ottlewd out 
his carriage fm me, and though I abould have much 
preferred to stick to my horee, poljU'ne,'=3 made me 
disnimmt and do my best to ecromble into what 
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waa reaDy a boa on wlivels, Aa the ponies wem too 
fid^ty for me to mount Ity tJte wbwl. anil then* waa 
no step, 1 fear that I got in 'with a sad hack of dignity, 
mid Gien 1 was hnrWI from aide to side of Gio con- 
I'eyance lis the eoaohmait wfujipad up hia horses to a 
breakneck speed. We tore along at a greuti pact^ to 
a stone fort liuiJt on a spur of the mountAins above 
the liver, and galtoped through a gateway of the 
high wall that surrounded it into a large courtyuni. 
The Cossack captain uuilsted on putting us up, turn¬ 
ing out of his own caipet-hung room for my beuGfit, 
and, as his quarters fat^d tJio barracks of the suldieiu, 
J had from tJio windows a good view of lonngiRg 
Cossacks, who spent much of their lime playing with 
a ccowrl of tliick-ooatMl, qiiarral.*ioma dcge or about.- 
mg ot their ponies, which wera driven in at aimaet 
from the graring grounds along the luinks of the 
rivet. 

We met hero a colonel cf eugnumrs who was 
engaged in puttijig up signalling posts on the hUla 
in the vicinity, in <inW that cemmuniration might 
l>e established witli the headquarters at Khanik; for 
them woe no telegraph wire cotmectiug Kaminsky Kost 
with the outer world. As lie and our hast spoke only 
their own language 1 could take no part in the eon- 
veiButicm at supper, and, moreover^ I felt vt-jy- sleepy, 
aioce the meal began at nine o'clock, lui hour when 
i, who hod risen at half-past three, wanted to be in 
l>ed 1 A diversion was provided in the shape of a 
wdif-cub, a quaint and engaging little ersaiure, but 
not the sort of animal that 1 idimild care to bring up 
ns A household pet. 

Next tnoming T grasped the rliilercuca tietwecii 
English and Rusainu meal-times, aiu) when at half-’ 
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past nine there was no sipi of breakfaati my brotlter 
and 1 went doivn to our camp, pitched hj the riTcr, 
trhere we luid a metal and f fpive out stores and made 
arruTigenionta for our clothess to be waafiocL Wa were 
now at a cornpsnitiveJy hiw leveli and it was warm at) 
an Engllah simmier’a (lay, with just a "nip” in the 
air ; hot the long narrow valley must be a dreary 
abode in winter, os tt is shot in by fofty Tnotmtoins 
from wliioh the wild sheep descend to gnuceand then 
fall all eo^ piey to the hiintcrB. As wo stood by 
the riv(jr we spoho of Liouteniiat Wood, the first 
English man to travel in the Pamirs, who wri>te of 
the yah as an unknown animal. But Lord Duiunure 
and Major Roche were the firet to viaii Pamiraky 
Post after the occupation of this desolate re^nii by 
the Russiaus, and the former givea a description of 
bow in 181),^ tile officers and Oosaacks were living in 
a&hois furniehed with brich stovea. 

duat below the fort there was ii squalid little village 
of mud ami stone ahanties mhafvited by Kiighiz, 
and here were collcwCod great bundles of ivild sheep 
horns ready* to be sent to Tashhent, where they are 
used to dworatc native saddJes^ or to tuaku ^ile- 
handles or combs, the hunter receiving only a rouble 
and a half--less than three ahilliugs^for the horns 
and ^in. 

My brother and the commandant discusoed where 
we had best, go in search of sport on the w*ay to 
Saiikol, and they eventually deeddod on a valley three 
marches i>fl, two of which lay along the RusBion road 
to Kharuk, and with many complimeuts on both sides 
we left Pamirsky Post. Moot of the country along 
our rotiLd was absolutely sterfle, except when, after 
ortKtHing low passes, we descended now and again to 
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th* fiver, on Ac bnnke of wUicli scanty gfaxioR 
and tamarisk scrub, just ciidugh to support life for a 
fow camels, yaks ami ponies. As a rule the marmots 
were the onlv creatures A at broke the lifeless mono¬ 
tony of the maielnw, and wbenewir it was Biinny t,he 
little amraalB sat upon Adr hind legs in front of 
their burrows, uttering esxdted ciicB as they saw us 
pajsi. They were larger than Aotie with whicti ! w«a 
familiar in Persia, and were omnge-coloiired; instead 
of buff. Aeir noses, paws and tailfi being bliick. Thoy 
lu]>emate during the long winter, and tbe KiighiK 
affirm that when Aey emerge from their ^teebiaiou 
Aev have no hair on thedr bodies. They aUo sleep 
during tJie middle of the day. My bmflusr com¬ 
puted Aat they must posa about $0 per cent> of 
Aclr time in slumber, and had a contempt for these 
sadly idle creatures. But they appealed to me be¬ 
cause of their cheery squeaking^ and lively situttling 
to earth. They live on Aa roots of grassCsS, and are 
apparently indepcadent of water, for large colonies 
are often situated miles from any Htreauj, W'e luwi 
to ride carefully in places in onler to avoid the 
entrances to Aaif burrows, wlilcb were Bometimea 
in Ae middle of the track. 

At the end of onr second day's march we met 
Colonel Yagello, ConuniBaioncx of Ac Pamirs, on Jiis 
way to Pamtrnky Post, and as he spoke French 1 
enjoyed the convemtloR of n culiivoted matt, keenly 
iiiter&sted in the geol<^ of Ae country, and anaioufl 
to eijiloit the mineral wealth, which he said was 
considerable. 

At the time of our visit to Pamiraky Post Aem "waa 
groat excitement, becaum the local Mingba^hi Lad 
been dismissed from office, an<l in order to mark liis 
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reseutmont liad rollected fbur h tmilr wi of bis 

tribe and fled vKtb them across the Afghan border 
into Waklian. Tbe Cossack ofllcar mformcd my 
brother tiiat hmnediately after our departnru he 
intended to piuaue and bring back the fugitivies« As 
such an aotioQ wouJd have been looked upon at 
Kabul as conaiitudng an invasion of Afghanistan, 
and would have strengthened ihe anti-Ally party in 
that state, my brother stroogly urged our host to 
await the ajrivaJ of Colunol Yagello before taking 
action, and finally persuaded him to adopt tins comae. 
When wo met the CominiSBioner my brother discussed 
the Wakhan question with him, but at fksi tho latter 
said that he was detemuned to pitreuo the recalcitnuit 
Mingba^hi, ejLclaitning that the honour of Russia 
was at stake. However, after long arguments lie 
promised not to cross the Afghan frontier, but to 
fiend reprefientatioUB to tlie Governor of Badakaban, 
who was also tho ruler of Wakhan, ond thus sottle 
the matter without using force. 

Our camp at the shooting ground was at the 
bottom of a long valley running into tlie mountains, 
with grazing on the banks of a stream for our animals 
and a clump of al'httis for oiinselves and the ser\’ants. 
Here we liolted for some days, and, while my brother 
left long before dawn for tlie hills, I amus^ myadf 
by riding about, photographing, entertaining KIrgbIfi 
ladies, repacking the bojees of stores arid doing the 
hundred ^md one odd jobs that occimndate when one 
is travelling. 1 was fond of coIlecUug the uiiy, short' 
stalked Alpine flora, and found edelweiss,, gentiana, 
white and pale hlue, little mauve vetches, cream and 
yellow floweis of the bawkweed order, pyretlmuus 
and while minute cream, munvo and pink 
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bloftsoms c,TOdcfi fftnn the edge*! of iinpromifling- 
lr>oldiig fiulJ'green p^rtche^. Wen* it net fc»r the 
buttercup and the yeUow or ts'liite ciatns the tloru 
would be hardly nodceJiblo; but at a lower level I 
found yellow poppies, large yelJow lobiatou, coriily' 
tuft that ocented the air with honey, and many plants 
that I could not identify. 

When my hrotlier had necurcd his fourth head 
we left the valley, our way loading us along o river 
that waa ice* bound in long stretches altbou^ it was 
now July, remincUng me of iilr, Douglaa FrcKhnoUrfl 
cemarlc that, tho climate of t)ie Roof of the World is 
nine months of winter and three of cold vveathor. 

Now and again wi? came across fine oviit poli skulls 
lying on the ground, and F ehosc a fim* head to keep 
os a memento of my visit. One day a yoimg pofi 
stood in our path, ailDiring us to get quite cloiK! lo it 
before it took alami, and even thou it only trotted 
ulung in front iintd a dog that belonged to the caravan 
itehind niahcd after it, and the pretty creature madu 
oil at once into ibe hills. 

[ liad been told that tlie rich Kirglua hung their 
okA/fis with embroidered silks and covered the ground 
with beautiful carpets, but we never catne acroiss 
such hucury, f was always on the look'ottt for 
carpets, but saw few that I Liked, the old ones being 
either tom or covered with tiny hums made by sparks 
from the tires. One woven with a modification of the 
weli'known pine-cone pattern in indigo on a beautiful 
rose ground took my fancy greatly, hut alas, it hud a 
huge hole in the oentre. Tlie dcaigii of one carpet 
was a series of square crosses in dingnmil rows ; half 
of them framed a conventionalized an 

emblem of good fortune, and the other half endoBed 
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representotioiLfl of toiiuiib uoplomeats. tt tlo£s not 
dotmd aJ luting, yel it waa an attiactlvc ptoductr of 
the loom and Imd Ime reds, LIuea, btowna and greetui 
in its colomtng. RUewheiu i met a iMMugfi^^npinrin 
pattont of convendoiialijised llowere in amall blncka 
linked together by lines, but tbe beautiful vegetable 
dyes of the old carpets are unfortonstelj being ousted 
by the crude aniline tints so much in vogue at Kbotan. 

lUy brother often had some difBcuIty in arranging 
the tnarcheo, for the Kirghiz have no notiaii of eJiher 
time or distance as we understand it, and could never 
toll us how long a stage would be iiitltsw they could 
compare it with that of the previous day. As a 
cesulb we seldom knew when we should amve at our 
camping ground, the distance being sometimes con- 
sideraUy greater than we had imagined and at other 
(imoB much less, But such slight drawbacks matter 
little to the true traveller who has succumbed to the 
lure of the Open Road, and to the ^amour of the 
Bade of Beyond, 
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Wlmti M* iliAM uv wimw 1 wOL irpfaiw Urnm iriUi idlvtiT. 

We left the Riuajan Pomint by it piiss tiuit scenied^ 
wbon we Teacbcd its summtt, to have an ulmusi 
in terminable dcscdiC, a8 we saw miles of a stony track 
stretching out below our feet. TIatf-way down, we 
were met by a contingent of tribesmen dad in long 
red, blue, yellow, or criinaon iKiata, with tlio white 
felt Kiighu hate or leather and aheepakin. uapa, their 
tiedding of vividly^ colovin>d felts l>eing strapped on 
to their saddles; and when we finally emerged from 
the long winding valley, great MiustAgh Ata was so 
close that it seemed oa if we could easily ride up to its 
snow-line. We were now bock again in the deiighifnl 

Its 
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uplands of Cfiinese Turkestan, and for tke fifat 
binic for mauj days we saw wltat might bjr courteay 
be called a houae, li consisted ol two dark and dirty 
rooms opening into a squalid courtyard siiiTOUDded 
by a mud walk and I felt that the Kirghiz aJehoi waa 
a far preferable dw'elliEig to this, as it can be moved 
fron) place to place and its suminndini^ are thus 
kept dean. Ln the few Enetaiices where the Kirighix 
bad built a walled encloBtire for their flooks, and 
in consequence occupied the same camping ground 
permitnoDtly. the pWe waa quite uninhabitable for 
Europeans. 

We made uue ol our Longest baits on the fine 
gmsing grounds of Taghanna, m broad plain with 
encampmeuta at inten’ak. A group of aihcfh had 
been prepared for us, and a big crowd welcomed my 
brotlmr as we rtsle into camp, tmuiy Sarikoiis having 
□ddcii over from Tashkurglmn, their capitoli some 
sixteen miles ofi, to greet him. We were now at an 
aUJtuilo of some nine thousand feet, and the lassitude 
and tlic " hand-at-my-throat ” fedmg that I had 
experienced on the Hoof of the World left me entirely^ 
and I revel ted in tlie debcions weather, which was 
neither too hot nor too cold. It was delightful to 
stroll about the valley in the evenings, my heavy 
fur coat and wool-lined boots being no longer needed, 
and I was chamied with bho sheets of mauve primulas, 
the big white dstus, white and mauve anemones, 
pretty blue daisies with yellow oentrea, miliions of 
little cream fiovvcis with u most deceptive resemblance 
to a daisy, the familiar dandolion, and others. In 
the hills 1 came ucroas a curioufl plant, dark brownish- 
red, the size and shape of a sheep’s tongue, which 
lif^ d no leaves, but pushed its way out of the sandy 
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eoil. Tt vas Tougti to tbe touch when pulled up, but 
whito and ficsby (md«r the outer akiu, and was hcavj. 
with no distinettvo ameil, 

One day tiie Kirghiz gayo a display of the baiffH, or 
**yoat gamo,*' which h the nodoTiH) form of sjwrt. 
A goat was killed, and after its head and entrails 
hud been removed and all its bones broken, the ekin 
was stitched up and it tvus then thrown into the 
middle of n throng of men tnounted on their wiiy 
little ponies who constituted the njefcf- The Brat 
man that Huccceded in picking it np tucked it under 
his thigh, holding it i^ith one hnnd while he rode 
off, puTsiuifl by the others eager t(i wrest it from 
him. If ho managed to keep liia booty while he 
galloped round a flag and returned to the goal, he 
won the round and the gatue began afresh. The 
ridere ofteji hold their short-handled wiiips in their 
mouths in order to liavo the right hand free w'hon 
they Iwnt down from their saddles to seize the 
goat, but owing to the shortness of their atimvpa 
they had not particularly good fieabt and seemed 
to come off easily. 1 noticed tdini them was no 
excitement on the part, of the ponies, and their masters 
could keep them at a canter only by tugging at llieir 
mouths, using the whip and bclabouriug their sides 
with t.heir long hoots. Wc watched ihc game from 
the far side of a stream that surrounded tbe playing- 
ground. but every now and again were obliged to 
retreat humedly; for some of the perfonnera would 
plunge into the rivulet with a great iffphtshmg, or even 
leap it, and ride amuck atnong the spectators. Our 
servants and the large crowd of onlookers did their 
Iwat with shouts and craetdngs of whips to keep the 
plajerH to their own side of the water; but the 
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Kirglik wcjpe haJf nmd with excttement. yellmg, 
Hlmeking, polling at ono another, ikiu] uevor ceaaing 
K) uigR their UAfortiuiate poniEA, 

My tinjtJior gave .1 edourcit ailb haudbercliief 
til the victor oi each tonnd, a gift much appreciated, 
and when theao wore iiaed up, tenglhs of htie white 
mull muftltn vrere awanJuirL wliicli would b« used hy 
the wnmwi. wJjo had been loft in the oi'Aow, to 
wind on the framework of thdt headgear. After 
about au hour, seeing that- llie grasB-fed ponies wore 
lw»oo?umg t'jrhnuHted, he offereri one lug priro for a 
round that was to be the last, and w the game closed. 
I'lic lofty nieuntaiua that rmged us made a glorious 
]>ackgToui]d to au imimuted scene that woa full of 
colour, the rideis ftiatoning hack the skirts of tlieir 
gay coats to get them out of the way and thus dis¬ 
playing the bnllkni iiniugs. 

jSa^ri did not commend itaelf to me when t learnt 
that the ponies wore often forced to play for four 
hours on end, and were f licu tigiilty tied, up und left 
without food and water until ilie next momiog, when 
they were tumod loose to grasie. In foot, the inhabit¬ 
ants of Chinese Tvirkostan struck «s as veiy bad home- 
nmstem, and one might almost say that their ideal waa 
for their uniuck>' animals to have no food, no ddnk. 
and no rest. For example : the practice woe to tie 
up the heads of the baggage aninmls when they reached 
tiie IinlUng-plaoe, tiie poor things being left without 
toofl and water for a jieriod in proportion to the 
length of the marcJi. If paasihle their maeiors 
never allowed tliem to lie down, stirring them up 
if they did so during gracing, and tying ihem up 
tightly at night, the idea ticing that the legs of 
n homo swell if he is idlowod to repose htniself. 
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Again and again T haw aeen horB «0 tethered to 
trees growing on high Hanhw the poor animnlH being 
left in discomfort for hours ouing to the unceitain 
foothoJd. 

My brother had a constant struggle to induce our 
grooms to water our horsea dming our Icing mid*day 
halia, old Jafar Bai asaeitJng that tliey would go 
lame if oliowod to drink. one occasion when 
Diy particiiJar monnt took to limping he was wry 
triumphant, and told every one that it was owing to 
our way of fljing in the faco of custom with regard 
to the water (jueetJon- But his friumph was short¬ 
lived, for when the grey's shoe was removed It tvas 
found that the farrier had cut the hoof ruthlesgly in 
order to make ft fit tliu shoe— a, common pnictiee. 
My brother's plan of picketing our animals with 
long ropes while grazing also came in for much 
cenaure, and was soid to bo the cause of any mahidy 
that the water theory did not cover. 

As wc had not lasted freidi fish since leaving 
Bnrape, we enjoyed a huge but somewrhat tastnlosa 
variety that was caught in the river which meandervd 
throu^ the Toghama Valley, and thought it would 
he interesting to do some angling omaolves. We hod 
brought fiahing-rods with ub, having been told that 
the rivers simply swarmed with a specips of trout, 
and one aftemoou, when the heat of the day was over, 
we sallied forth attemlod by a horde of harfl-lcgged 
Kirghiz who carried our landing-net, and who so 
scftn!d the few fiali we saw that not a single 
nibble rew’aided our efiorta. On enquiry I found 
that the nativeft, who evidently scorned our orthodox 
methods, were acctiattimed to dam up the shallow 
river in suitable places with clods of earth, making a 
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cut de ittc iuU) wliicb tbej drove the dfih, w hifJi diea 
fell an prov- 

It woe a jvroud day for Nadir whan we leftTagharma 
to go to TashkuTgban, his native place. I was sorry 
to leave the pleasant grassy valley dotted witli groups 
of ai'hiyUt from which shaggy dogn in charge of the 
docks of sheep and goats rushed out to hark at us. 
Nearer and nfiarer we approached the mountains, 
until we nsaohed a gorge through which ran tlie 
Sarikol River. This defile lod us into the wide 
Sarikol Valley, where we were met hy a big group 
of its inhahitants beaded by the Ahsaikal, or Bntisb 
Agent, a native of Lahore. Th^ had as usual erected 
a tent, and pressed piiUtu^, tea, sweetmeats, and little 
squares of tough native bread upon ua. Nadir, who 
was a kind of understudy to the Aksahal, with the 
title of Watchman, proudly brought his little son 
to show ma. Ho had been met by three generations 
of strikingly handsome relatives, and all round us 
were Persian-speaking Aryans with no reseniblance 
whatever to the surrounding Kirghiz tcihes. They 
were handsome, w'ell-built men and youtJis, with 
aquiline noses, clear-out features, fine dark eyes and 
tldck black beards and moustmdiea , and one and all 
looked intelligent and alert. 

As we rode past the oemeteuy on our wa,y to 
camp, I noticed tluit the tombs were more ornate 
than those of the Kirghiz, and was struck by curious 
olav erecti<ms at one end. of them which reouoded 
me of rabbit* sitting up. These, I waa told, were 
intended bo hold lights, a custom which had nothing 
to do with Mohamedan practioe, but probably was 
iHirrow'c^i from Buddhism. 

Out akhois were pitched on a stretch of grazing 
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near a. bmoc^b of tlie river ivhic/i cuts up die viiJley 
witli ila numeti&ufl tributaries and hi deep, and mna 
so svriftly in fliimmer, tlist every ytiar witlioiir, fail it 
tabes a tolf of liuniaii and aiifnio] life, Bigb ol>ove 
ms ioweriKl tLc Jung ridge on w.Iiicb Tashturghan Is 
built. As tJie town is printed in lurge type on all 
the maps ) was surprised to find it tint u smalt 
coliectlou of dilapidate murf boU)^. many of which 
were iu mins. It is, however, the spi>t alluded to by 
the Ctimeso travelJer Hjiioji-Tslang, who visited it in 
the Mventh century. On ibo highest point; stood n 
large Ciuttelluted Chinese fort, and nut hir oH. in an 
c(}ua)Jy dominating iwsltion, was the small Riiasian 
foTti. whofB an olBeor. his wife, and a troop of Cnssanka 
were t|iiartared. The young captain cuUkI upon us, 
saying tha t tus wife had not aaen n. European w'»niaii 
for two yeai^, and asked iis to dine with them that 
evening, while in our tum we entertained them in 
camp. They must have led a very dreary life ar* they 
were out off alinD.<tt oomplotely from the outer world, 
and. tliero are but few resources in Uie Sorikol Valley, 
fs^iecially during Iho long winter, 'flte Russian hidy 
was delighted to meet me, tllough, as she couhl speak 
mo language save her own. comverstttiom wae very 
dilKcult. She took me into hoc tiny gatdciu, a 
wallo«l-ju plot which the Coesacka had cleared of 
boulders and in which a few poplar saplings and some 
minute cabbages imd lettuces w-ere struggling to gain a 
livetiliood from the banen ground. It olmoet brought; 
the tears to my eyes when she pointed out with intense 
pride a solitary bloom of inignonetrtc, tlie only flow*«r 
in this mocker}' of a garden, thougli it wua miiUluly. 
To amufe me site told the Oossaeks to release a couple 
of H'ulf-cutui kept in a den in the courtyard, u-tid when 
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thio poor little boasts mwlo n. dash for liburt)' I sotiretly 
hop^ that they would owape, in spite of the Pflrsian 
proverb which mjti, "To be kind tn the wojf is to 
be oruel to the lamb/’ 

Though the Chinese Oovqrnor met. my brother 
when he entered TaalikTitghHii, providing tea for him 
on the mud and calling upon liint, he wna evidtmtly 
unwilling to admit Europeanfl into the fort, and ^ve 
w'lmt 1 imagine must be the stock excuse, that 
he hiid not. tJte vvlierewithal to entertain an Engliah 
guest. WTioti I read Sir 'rhomaa Giardon's account 
of his visit to SariJtol in Thp of tAe ff'oiord, I 
was struck by tbe fact that the Chinese Governor 
of that day—it was 1874—put off Sir Tlioma» and 
his party with the saiiie excuee when they wislted to 
return his cull. 

The Sarikolis are Mohamedona of the lamaili wet. 
and BcknowIetlgB the Agha Elian aa their spintual 
head. They tall; Peisinn ynth a Bomewhat uncouth 
Bc»c«llt, and the very warm welcome they ga™ i^y 
brother was partly due to their delight at hearing 
him speak the Persian of Persia. 

One dny we crossed the many brancliea of the river 

and elarobered up a »t««P ^ 

to have a view of the long valley leading itp to the 
stony TagUdiunbasb Pamir. At our feet iminll 
btunleta were dotted sLtout, aitrroimded by hadly- 
grown crops of wheat, barley, peas, Iticeme and 
mustard. The plant last mentioned is grown for its 
oil, which is used in the tittle native lantpe, and 1 
wm told that the Sorikolis show traces of their fire- 
woishippiog ancestry by never blowing out a flame, 
tlius copying the pnwrti^re of the Zortwistriaiis. T was 
mitch interested to find in this backwater of the world 
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ft clfMse witli tlie bygone kgen<lft of Pertsm, 

Nadir mfonning iih that Mount Afraamb wm the 
name of tlto hill boJiitid m. and pointmg out ft hill of 
mTiiitrkftJde flhftpn jiiut oppoaite across the viJtcty, 
fiftying that it wub Be^ituu, the Bcetie of Ferliftd^a 
almost impoaHible anginEoriiig feat. Lot me tell this 
famous ta.genil of old Peiaia as far as posaUiLe in his 
own wordii: 

Now King Afraamb * groatly Jovjfid tlie fair Sltirin hh wife 
iuid r-ami for iar> olbiir woiujuir and lili ninth w&j» kinrllMl 

wijcn he pnrf^eivecl thut bpr ^watr liniJ onat a apdJ over 
Fi^hnd th^ who beoune an a itioji dintmught^ 

Ni^ur the palace uf Uib monatoli lay Alnupi Rf^titd and 
bobiod it wan a atmiNi that t^u down Imtn the hilljf aiiore 
and gave thu mighty king art idea by whudi to imtp the vain 
pasdiou of hla aervant. Therefars ho anmmoEiod Ferhad to 
ilia pnssencie and awnre to luiii that if he widd boro a trnind 
In the inoaiitAin Ihmngh whinh tho afrcant cookl ntn he dioitld 
have the Jovdy Qqooa as hifi reward. 

AfTnaiftb know that thff tnak was not in the pfjwi!f ui inaa 
to porfonn, but love uiorpawd the atrongth of Firrluid ait 
hundredfold, aiul at tlm md of ft yeai th^ tmun^l wai* nigh 
rompletnin and the king waa greatly alairneci At tasi he 
ttought fd a pt«i by whioh ho hoped to fcwp liL^ bobred wifo 
and yet not hreat hui royal oalh* 'Ilerefcire, one day when 
Ferhad was hi a periJoiiH pcRsition on tha face of the iwk^ a 
royul oenrout Sudd Only announced to lum that beautifid 
Shirin was dead ; and her bwr, liMingMa lootbold Itum the 
dhook^ feli hcaullung from the nijtnmtftm and was killed on lha 
spot. 

There was also u further proof of the wt>rk of 
Ferluul iu the ahnpe of a long furrow on a rook, wtiieh 
aJt the iuhftbttante bnliBTed was mode by the Poiaiun^s 
chiiseh 

While enjoy Oil tlio wide view from out eyrie 

i- Thfi w&aiTli m 4iu«4|c« n* kdniaUj Ktia#na Tmmu 
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imd listened to Nadir wo bccamo awaio that an old 
man in a flowered ooat^ anowy ttirbau and alippeis, 
was stmggjiijg up th« ateop tnwk, bel^ along 
by^two Kervaots. It Tviia the ntuAiV the priest of tho 
SarUcolhi, and * inan of great importiuice in tho valley, 
Bfi I gnmpcd when our ahihari jjaatonod to meet him 
and kiflsed Im handa and those of Im iicrvaiita. The 
oUl gentlo(i:an, panting with bis eicitione. had oome 
to offer us Jitwpitnlity and insistod that we ahouJd 
descend and drinJe tea m hio houfle. W e were soon 
uabered into a litilo plastered room with an eblw' 
tately carvod wooden ceiling and seated ourselves at 
n tahle covered with a red sUk doth, on which were 
liiacuibB, reiainB, almonds, and loaf aiigar, three or 
four lumps of which the eervante tiied to put mto 
the litdo Kuasian gloi^ea of tea which they handed 
us. The principal men of the district squatted ou 
the floor and listened aa the nuiii told my brother 
how he tmveUeif every two yoaia to tndk bea^ 
the offerings of the Fuithinl to the Agba hJian. 
Our host was very anxloue for us to wmt wlule 
his invisible womeiJdnd prepared a feast in our 
honour. Though we deoUned ^ invitation oar 
visit did good; for two brothere, rich landowuere who 
hud long* been at enmity with one another, boc^e 
teconoiled that morning when tbay met to pay their 

»Ub. » KMbgw »<»»«> »!“ «™» “f I™ 

in ao MiihieMeiwl blue alk rairt unit 

tto« dulton wilb to 

little Ctrl of five, dressed Ln a striped silk 

gold eSiroiderod ‘=®P; 

to lou, btek pW® of fff*" 
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Lit. OUT iJiiiatrateti pa|/crH, and whfftii cbililrea w^fpe 
di&pioted sli6 pointed lliem out: as bdu^ licrself or hor 
hrotJiors, iiuoordlng in uLeo.. Wlien Sattur fravo lior 
too she woo imporativo nbout llift (juftivtlty of milk 
atui thfl uumlior of tumpe of sugar ibot she wonted, 
aud 1 was Umnkful thui aiie coiidesoondod to approve 
of tho atziiigs of t-'Otal dmt I jgave fier and flowed 
me to fill her pockets and those of her brothers with 
fancy bisemts, 

The'Siuikolis arc very fond of music and daticingi 
and a troupe of yonths led by o naan who banged the 
drum in masterly foshioo performed for oui amuse- 
tUunt, A couple played on pipes oiul tlte others song 
many songs interapereed with flaticea, one Ptimll Imy 
doing most outnpUcated steps and waving hia anus 
gracefully. All hod their hands hidden by the alueves 
of their thick blue, red, btii!, or striped coats, and 
wore white felt Ivixgbi;^ hnta with blade brime, and 
either Icatlier or dumsy felt ruliiig boots. They song 
with great enfroin ntid some of the tunes were very 
pleasing, though monotonous, while others hod a 
cimous aecompaninmnt of howls—1 con describe it- 
ii) no other way, The performance lasted for hours, 
and every now and then the troupe divided into two 
groups which song alternately to one another some¬ 
thing in this style; 

Fust Group; “ Your cboeke ore like tulips." 

Second Group: Veur eyei me dark as apsng-water." 

Only the old people remiiuiber tlie aongs of war and 
fighting I for now the young are not interested in 
these and only core to listen to themes of love. 
JftikJiar Ahmud kindly took down for me the words 
of two of those songs, one of which forma the heading 
of this chapter. This is the otbor: 
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OJi, mj Ciiilijeiw IkliF'Dd ^buw ^puismuiM mw hI |!uM 

Tbe ttlicilfl woild u pnkiag yciUt 

V*ij an indflftd tbs dio^Lu af jour nioibor. 

Tour otErer bwJ^iirw ; 

Vemr (e#Ui are vbtliv ma 
InA jDtit tifis mJ aj €Otd. 

Ob^ b^audfui one idtli thn dflncuiiE «>jsi t 

ChMm 

I pmkv but div wetrki tilniam jon. 

Y<kii mint tb«i fauil. witli poup. 

Y^ur ulDdf ii oi jiilk ami /aur loirW u wic»ujkL tirfiiv rumid 
jQur 1 iga<L 

Mj Eovfi ii ^Jiifnr tfajin nil other women. 

A j^[Kk 1 motbor bu gjroci birth to » moit beiuiiliij djuightniT. 

On hw bewwtu ahn wsun psirli. 

These f^juis an |pfti fjtJin mo- 

fler boats an nf the ioftest ItHther, 

Aod she ii attind m » donk from LGilioL 

KflwiiilaTa tJie Siinbot Ywlby w at pcjww. Tiie 
walled town on the xidgo ia half in rninai wliiJe tlue 
defend of tlio vUkgm below aw fuH of bnaoehea and 
moat of itA iamar inhabStanta liv« ont^ude iL 

Tto Sariknlis imke b^t a sciuity livelihood in their 
beloved vaUevv ft i& ooverod with anow durmg 
eevcral monthfl of the jear^ and tJtoir meagre crops 
of wbtiot, barley and peaa were pktitifnUy mixed 
with weeds- Their women enjoy a good pomtioa 
and aw not veiled; monogamy k the cuaLom of the 
country and divorce ia rare* They are a LospHable 
race, and when a man gives a feart bn never appeam 
at it, and eomes into the room only Tvhen it is ovetp 
at the urgent appeal of hb gimsta. When ibcae 
thank him he says that the collatiou he has set before 
tliem ifl merely '*a refuge beneath a and when 

the guestA depart Ite flpfieds t hem on their way with 
the wbh that their'' road nmy be white/'' 
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Thej havo tk cufiouj oustom of placing a newly * 
bom child in n akin full of jfowdcttd cow^dnng, it» 
head only being left outoide. The con ten te of the 
bug OK ohAiiged every day, and during the winter a 
hot atone i& placed at the feet of the infant. 

When the come for ue to leave, my chief 
jregret was that 1 must bid farewell tu the particuloT 
view of Muztagh Ata oeen from our camp, Lta enowy 
dome seeming to block up one end of the vtUley and 
lookiog its grandest and most niajestic, eepeciiilly 
in the moonlight. 

Our servants were now very elhcient. Jufor Bai 
wna on In valuable packer, and oo ready to turn liis 
hand to any job that I always fancml he was put 
upon by the other servants, He looker! after our 
interests in every way, and was so tnistwoithy that 
i often handed bin) the tceys of the store'l>oxc8 to 
give oat supplies if I were busy, f would not have 
granted the aame privilege to lusty Daoud, who 
purloined all he could and always said that lie had 
Aicii, or nothing, in his particular storo-box* Indcod 
my old factotum oin« neatly summed up the coU' 
trmtt between my cook and niy butler by remarking, 
Dsoud always tells yon t.hat he has nothing, but 
iiiattur always has evoiything,'^ 

Daoud, however, could rise to on occasioti, luid he 
invariably siirpuased hunself if we had guests; but 
honest Sattur took a pride in making our tea. sugar, 
and so on, last as long oa possible. He was more like 
a child tlum a grown-uji man with wife and family 
dependent upon him, and at hrst he used to bring 
one cup or pinto at a time from lm> boxes, when lay¬ 
ing the table or protluciiig tiffin In the open. VVe 
remonstrated about fais slow method, and one day 
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lie arrived canying ov<f*ytliing ia a wluWd tahlfr- 
cloth aoil tmigMng noftly to himeclf aa he piptrired 
out flurprifie iit iiisi clevon^efis. 

On the return journey i« Kiiabgar our fitBt camp 
afls 8t Isaak Btiulak, a secluded little valley high up 
in tho IiiHa. Tlie tiitnie tuoiuis Hot Springs, find we 
rojuilied it by crosaing b series of steep Jiuiluhe, up 
imd down the crumiiling bants of wliicli our lioises 
had to acromble, as our guide could find no tmek-. 
At lost we arrived at a fold of the mountains, 
within which was aq on3JigeH:oiourod stream fed by 
hot aulpliur aprinp that guahetl out of the hillside at 
a temjMirflture of ISO" Fahrenheit, My brother itnd 
I damlwred up to the source of the water, and I 
dipped a finger cautiously into one of tJjc two springs 
Uiat were hurating out of the barren rock and pouring 
into rt big pool below, which is visited by sufferers 
from rheumatism, who sit all day in the hot water, 
battur brought a cun of almost boiling wafer for 
my bath, butating into giggles u$ he poured it in, 
M> mirth-mspiring did he find this labour-saving 
phenomenon, 

Isaak lioiikk was an tsidaled spot at the back of 
twyond, and behind our camp a bug twisting defile 
led into iJio vert' heart' of the inoiintains, mn lring f £fle 
bupe to come across some wild cteatucf as we tumcni 
comer after comer ; bui the only sign of life was a 
hawk (.hut swooped so bw as to bmah my hat, Alt 
the birds we sew during our tour were wonderfullv' 
tame. Hoopoes and clumglis flew eloao as if to 
ol^-c MB, the pretty yellow wagtails merely hopped 
aside as we passed^ the cheery dosert'-larks almost 
let n« tread upon them, while pigeons and partridges 
had little fear of the gun. 


m niHoraH dh^erts Asr> oa8I5$ 


At our hull ill Subiiahi I had my finit ^^xpp^ii*ln:<• 
of riding a yak, nr hiiasf. Tljough I imd wutch(>d 
these creatitres with ilicir forniidabte horns iDO^dnir 
wirh ttngainly gait over liifiir pautunsa Aiid Lad tuughcd 
At the unrouth gumlioji^ of their calves at plavt I had 
no «rish for u more intimate aci^uiLintance with iheirt. 
But one iiioming, aa we looked at the trcmc&dotis 
mma of Miistugh Atu, my ImAber propn^l that we 
should try to Teach one of the glaciers that hang on 
its mighty atopea, and acconiingly wo set off mounted 
on yahs. liistoHd of a i^rtdle, the Anitnal lins u ropo 
pAs^ through the cartilage of ttie mxiOr andt thoii^i 
this is sufficient for the experienced» fji the case of 
uovtcea it ia neceasaty to have the mount led. f sat 
astride on lJ)e peaked Chinese saddle, and found the 
movement of the kuiaUM comfortjihle though slow, and 
we were soon working oiir vvay up the flunk of the 
fikountain without truck of utiy kind. The ugly, 
good'tonipercd Kirghm who led my yuk wore u padded 
cotton coat striped with scarlet., hluo. Muck und 
yellow; bis long riding-hoots were of red teutlicr, and 
his velvet tap Iwjtli lined itnd horrlered with fur, while 
u cloth tied round bis waiat held lik knife and various 
udda and ends, among wliicft wna a litmeli of native 
liread. *' f don't know Pemiau.’^ he remarked to me 
in that tongne. and " 1 do not speftk 'I'tirld ” ivaa my 
reply; but in apite of the language ilifTiculiy we 
iinderatood oue another quite well, aiut I did my part 
in urging my mount when it fiung back end pulled 
at the nose-rope. It was a long stiff climb to reach 
the glacier, and all the yaks were piuiting. grunting 
and gimidniig their teeth before we dismounted and 
stumbled over the nmse of big }x>iilfler3 that wore 
hurled in (--onfueion one upon anotJiur jiuit below the 
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vcntm. S i“®”,'’"“™ Kt^ oe^t 

ventim mU) the fa?tn(ss«t of MuKtjurh Ata (mL>v 

Sri. Tt •"I»™.tuml «l,i,«JrSrt bv 

the nomui ot du^xm, this h«t l«ing n«Jib|y ,El 
rounder af jivahuiches. h woa thriiii4 to L orr 
the alo^ of this great rnoimtain, ^ 

^ 'iittmoeed ^.'t;I, tie 

motmtain panorama from our i«.mt of 
vantagB As l(n; dewent wan verv sioep^wB re* 
mounted our vuks, iim! my brother ted off n\ma the 
moimtem aide. Bat my guide «raa of an eaterpiinfi 
nature and to my horror we stjuted down what 

.r “t ''*‘*®*' ExpostiJa- 

rtf (if no avaif; he tnnied a deaf oar to them ■ 

tediiig that I might at any moment b« flung over the 
head of my ateed. I confer, that my JK^rt was in 
n mouth n« my hatm aceompJiahed the detjoeoi in 
A serieg of Jong alide.‘(, dwaye recovering itsejf when J 
mogmed that it wm jnst about to falJ headlong ami 
hnng us botli to dwaater. My opinion of it « 
numiit was unbounded, and it crowned rto perfectiona 
by picking ita way miorriugly among the Imuidenj 
that wore pflod up on effcljeMjido of the gJaiJer stream 
afvng whiiJi onr route lay. WUd rhnfiarh wn* gn>w- 
*ng in prohision. and J made my boy gather rt. 
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ta w® Imd not ta*t*?d freftlj fruit ui vegetAblea for 
some Tveeksi, and the Htuwinu jiun I had bought 
st Kpfth g^ r had fenuentod and gone off like bombs 
when thehottlM were oponed, thotiglt Daoud’s apricot 
consem had bom® the long journey perfectly. 

We hmt luid a superb view frtna T.lio flank of 
liliwtagh Ata, but nothing to compare with that 
witich wft enjoyed from the aliore of Little Luke 
ICarakuL that lies at the foot of this giatit of tlie 
Pamire. Here to the north etocMl ap in aU its 
gnmdeur the great niountoin barrier Bcparating us 
from Kashgar, whidi we hod lookcil upon a« some 
endmniiiig vision when seen at rare intervals £n>m 
the roof of the Conaukto. The " Pathcr of the 
Snows ” and its rivni—the nutivea call it Kiingur— 
rose sheer from the Take, in eoropii-fiy with peak 
IjehinU peak, all nobly aernited an<t wrapped in ot«Tnat 
snow, Gunrdittiiff of tlie Hoof of the World, their 
proud virginal crcata, aa jret untrodden by the foot 
of the explorer, offer an indescribable attraction to 
him who has. foli tho lure of the Tnacccssiblo. 

Otir tour was now drawing to a doso, 1 fdt a 
keen regret at tooving our free life in these nplatuis 
and oxdinnging an aJthoi for u houae, and t had also 
become fond of the friendly Kirghij;. '[liesc people 
are moat devoted to their children. In one camp 
the Bi'g brought- his Uttla ilaughtcr to see roe. and lov 
guest played rime after time on her rough home-made 
sj'ftir, her fingers working with wouderful agility. 
In fact, her repertoire was so oxtensive that I feared 
the performance would never end; *<* I showed her 
a string of coral, whirh mode her stop liiort in a glow 
of rapturous excitement. It was pretty to see her 
holding out tho nnmment to her proud father and 
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wJjiBpcnn^ in tuA €'iir ttj luk liim to liur 

thiuiks, <uid fiooUy putting on the riijohiaec isith shy 
smiles for thi> donor, A stuidy boy, some twelve 
ycais old. alv> hms in my momoty, am of a Beg'^ 
wife. This lody, who, I was toTd, pmeticflll)' ruled 
the tribe, was mo^t pleasant and voluble and eaJlud 
upon me wHth her hny. bringing offerings of dirty 
lumiB of chceec, a akin of rancid fat, ami a atrip of 
woven carpeL U wsa tlie fifth day of Ramadan 
oml she e.xprfviiwd intich regret that the fast forljade 
her to sample my tea and hiscutts; hut Kiili did full 
justice to oveiy-thiiig, drinking with loud nowes outl 
waving his teaspoon oycitedly, as he hail neyer seen 
such Hn object and could not undexstfind its use. 
Next day 1 noticed that he was mkiog an active part^ 
ill the '* poat game,'’ a green silk handkerrhief that 
I had (riven his mother l)eii)g tied round his waist. 
His father was giving the perfonuainse in my brother's 
honour, and the pUyera accompanied ua as wc left 
their eiicampnieiit for a new liuIUng-pJaee. 

The game began with a series of wild yells, and so 
recklessly did the players doah about tluit we were 
really in danger of Isnng ridden down, tti spite of 
shouts of wnming from Jaf&r Bai and our Kii^his 
guide. To our amosenient Dftoud joined in. forciug 
his pony int<» a relucfant cantor; but, us he could 
not bend low enough from ilic aodrllo to pick up tlie 
goat when it lay on the ground, he was jeered at by 
SaUur and our less ambitious follovvors. Thu game 
finally endcil on the shore of Lake Hulnukul, which 
is so choked up with sand from the bilk rising 
close to it thaL when wa orosaod, we found it peacti' 
cftlly dry gnmnd with shallow streams meandering 
over ita bed. It was towards the end of July and 
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our wei<? torrueutcd. by Lorsnj-fliiis, whitili we 

ftvaidfni as beat we could by cantering whenever tJie 
rough ground ullowed- In cantp the gnuw wua full 
of tnosijuitoea, wlijch ua wo walked ro»e up in swornia 
and faatoned ujjon us greedily. Luckily llieir bite 
was mild, and tts this wan otir only expeHenix* of 
these pests we ooitld imt complain. 8iiice wc had loft 
Lake Butmikul we hud made, ns it were, a loop and 
returned agaiu to Kuntignuis, where we liu]t4.Hl for 
two dara b order to meot Sir Aurcl Stem, who was 
huuml for the Itussian Pamirs and Pcnrhi, 

We could imt iwtimi to RHahgur by way of the 
Ciles defile, ns tt would have been unponaihle to erons 
the river, which waa now in full flood ; therefore wo 
tmversed the didicult Ulughut Pass, which Is open 
only during the aumiuer, and is itnngcrovis for Aniiiiiils 
at tho best of times. A long atony valley led us pant, 
great gkoieis hollowed into cuvhjs, the cotrance* to 
which wen* fringed with stalaotitea of ieu, mid tlio 
mountains neemc^l to oloso in more and mom for' 
biddbgLy, 1 eonfens that my heart almost fulled 
me when we ri»u:hcd the foot of the pass and I saw 
a series* of zigzag trucks faintly market] on what 
seemed t4> me to be the face of a precipice. It would 
have been impoBaihle to negotiate such a place on 
horseback; but yaks were in reudiniiss, and 1 
mounted mine tJionkfully, with a grateful remem- 
lirance of the ahagg)’ bull that had caxried me up 
the flank of Muzu^ Ata. 

But I was now to team that tliere are y^Lks attd 
yaks. I'he animals assignerl to my brother and me 
strongly objectorl to the job, and, iookbg at the path 
aheoch I did not wnuder. They jibbe^i conotontly, 
refused to proceed, and, what was niost unplvaeant, 
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took to W;kiii^ oil ike path utiU lilhliug in ptmlouB 
fashion on to the long flinpcfl of shifting nilibb, Tliey 
s»?iued quite oallous to the pnlUng of their noac-fopes^ 
and, though I otung to the peak of niy saddlo and 
vigorously IwlalKUtn^ the abaggy aides of my mount, 
it returned to the traek only when it. pleased. I be¬ 
came nervous on my hrother's account, because the 
rostenings of iiis saddle broke twice, mul if ho had. not 
realised in time that he waa fatt ing on the yak’s tail 
instead of in the middle of iU back, he would have 
foUfin right over the pretipice. He had fastened the 
t hong of his hiiuUng-crop round tlio branching horus 
of his AutflJi, t. here by wtving hiniflolf from disaster. 
To help matters both of ns imitated the cry with 
which the Kirghiz encourage J tJieir annuals: "Italbinl 
HalbinE Hulhin ! Ha!These men felt the height 
coneiderably and mated ut intervah*, holding their 
heads iu their hands as they wore suffering from 
(noimlam-sickmias—the pass was over iO.OOD fcel^ 
arid one poor boy lay down early in tjie ascent, weep* 
ing lou^y and entirely reftising to proceed. At 
intervals they Ijdtcd and ate yellow squares of tough 
bread aud dried plums, ihc yaks IhmugUout panting 
and gnashing their teeth instead of umltiing their 
iiHiiJil single grimt of contoiit. Xear the crest of the 
pass the tra^ hiy among rt>c:ks mid crags, and I 
touk my feet out of the atirrupn ami prftsiiied them 
into my mount's neck ; for yaks liftve wi unpleasant 
habit of brushing close to any obstacle on the path, 
and, owing to this, muf baggage always sitfferod 
comsidcrably. I was riding behind a Kirgliix [Kuiy 
that had been led in front of onr party all blie way, 
when siiddenlv this animal lost its fftotiug and 
tumhJerl back right on Ut my mount, draggpng tt,i 
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nmsuir abufi with it. If [ ima b«ii on lumtijtick 
wt! could not have avoided on occidwit. but tuckity 
yaltJ) appear to have no iiervee^ and mine stood fiiru 
and boro tie diock ri^t nobly, 

Certflinly it was o relief to rujich the level ground 
at the top of the pasB. iuid to diamouiii whjJc the 
Kirghia knelt in piuyer before a big cairn of slonea 
crowneil witli rag-ladon sticka, I booked back to 
enjoy tie view of the iitunensa glacier that tilled tlie 
valley and tho peaks towering far above iw ; but 
saddpjily I had u tjilitiing headache combinwi with 
nausea and faintness, which nmde me realize that 1 
mnst ho expetienting a touch of the motuttaln- 
sickuessf of wliicb I hod often road. 1 fd! that I 
ahoidrJ floon recover if I coufd only leave tie height, 
on which wu were standing, and a sturdy native 
assi^ me down the steep track of ahifting shaU- 
until my brother wdlofl to him to halt, blinking 1 
might faint outright. Hot tea was produced from 
our thermos bottles, and after lying Oat for a sliort 
time ! revived, and onquired of Iftikhar Ahmad, 
who was supported by o eerviuit. down tJm 
mounioiii'Side, whorJior he, too, wore suffcriiig from 
w<r/ <fe ^tUagm ! Ho oxplainetl lliat he was merely 
recoveong fjtjm the effecU of an opiate thati he had 
taken to avoid the mdody; but it seemed to mn 
that the remedy wag almost worse than the tniieas. 

Althnuglt wo ware o ver the pass proper, our troubles 
were not yet ut on end, for we had now' to ride for a 
couple of horns along very steep and narrow tracks, 
where a false step of our {Monies on tJie shifting sliiu^e 
would have hurled iia into the yeUow water of the river 
roaring below, and so bto the next world. At last 
a breakneck descent brought us to the bank of this 
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fiver. We forJed it and reacbcd a group uf nkhot^^ 
fl’lii'iv we kaltiHj for the night and enquired into 
cfiGimJtifiS. Daoud and one of our grooms were quite 
lame; iJie ohostnut had fallen and ^trained itself, 
and all ilie uuimala were badly in need of a rest after 
their exhamting experkneea. 

Consequently, next day's nmit^b was a short one, 
hut diaa^eoabte; for liie track lay along the stony 
beil of one of the dried-up watercourses that ane so 
common throughout Chinese Turkestan. The valloy 
widened out and the atr became milder and milder 
aa we descended, until we reached the href, trees that 
we had seen for weeks, ^Vtllows, firs and poptara 
clung to the biilflides, rising from patches of ahimdani 
Boruh, tamarisk with pink dower spikes, I>nrberia willi 
scarlet and orange bcirios and aromatic jumper •, 
wild roses wore in bloom, and the swallow and a 
brown bird, with crimson under-wing^ flow 
tw'ittonrd. 

Our baggoge yaks were now dkcanlcd for camels, 
and wlien our uirav&u reached camp I was dktreasod 
by the lugubrious ories of a ahe-caiud that msounded 
Uirough the night. I found that her young ooe had 
[»een nnaUc to keep up on the march and had 
accordingly been loft on tho read in the care uf some 
Kirghii!, but would he reji>mcd hv lb disconaoble 
mother on her return. Female camels ore greatly 
attached to their young, and 1 was told that, if 
deprived of tliem, t^y mount and lament for at kaat 
throe mouths, so tiiat the general idea of the camel 
as an impaosiTc and callous animal is quite wrong. 

At the end of July wo finally left, the hills and rodf: 
some thirty tuUea into the plain to Opal, our last 
holt before we reached Kashgar. The march began 
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doffii ic^ony rivisr-bciis, valifiys Lhjit widened out, and 
IuIIh Ij^came lower unit lower unt.iL on ouj* left 
they vanished altogether, while to our right tJioy 
teimifiated in a hold clilT that; ruse sheer from a 
great plain aitiinmering with light. Silver nireaka 
nieunderiitg acroas thin plain indicated riven, and 
hcTomi it wn aaw again the snowy oreats «f (he 
Ceteeriat moun Cains, and the pitrlureaqnely aorrated 
j>eaka behind Miiiiol, wlule low hilla. l>eautiftil in 
pmh imd amber, ochre and mauve, made a fairy 
^naion in the ciirly mor nin g li gh t. 

Litcltily for u«, the weather was cloudy and 
iucliucHi Co mtn, os otherwise ottr sndden di;!acent 
into ilie HiEinmer beat would Jiavc (>een sumewhat 
trying. At Opal wc were in the midst of treea 
and irrigation, and it won flelightiul to see golden 
wheaii and barley ripe for the aickto, waving crops 
of mfiifo and millet, lields ol linseed in iiloom, 
cotton in flower, and one of the sli aiinuui crops of 
lucerne in sheets of vivid gretfii. 

^^PIt day w<* Were at Kashj^ut, and, much though 
J Jjad enjoyed my Into expericinrca, the oomfort 
and cleanliness of the Consiilato appealed strongly 
to tis Ixich, as did also the abundance ol tomaUtcs, 
cauMoweFs, cabbages, egg-pianta, cuciunbcre, pum|>* 
kins and carrots in ite wtilbstoekod garden. We 
find returned to a season of plenty; for, although the 
apricots and the first crop of fig* were over, the 
wdons were at their prime, white, yellow, green and 
pink*tleshed, wlule the small peaches anil nectarines 
were ripe, to be iolfowed by a laiger variety later, 
and the splendid grapes of many kinde and flnvonw 
were almost ready, I’o the servants it could not 
have been so pleasant, since wo arrived iu the oudiile 
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Iff the great fast of Raauuaii, Imlf of whicJi they 
liflfl escaped owing to beitig on a joumev. fiiiting 
iho folhjumg fortnight they were very 'itlnck and 
tireil. imil, tiiough wc spared them os much as we 
could. I felt ushiimcd to uat three gootl meals a day 
while they might toucfi nothing, Daund having u» 
prepare oiir foml, and Sattur haTing to see us eat it. 
Certainly it. la more trying in the hot neathnr than 
in the cold of wintof, hut at any time of year it Lt 
not a light rruitter to let no' food pasy the Ji|ia 
la*tween dawn and snnect for n w^hoEo lunar mouth. 
On the stretch of melon beds that lav ladow our 
terraced gunion the Of^ uers had built alielten of 
leafy Intugha and sang and playod the wliulc night 
tJuxnigh, the noise of drtinui, pipes and bugpipeo 
not lieing particularly couducivc lo our slumbeni. 
The flies Imd become a imiaanco. thougli I did 
my brat to cope with rhcni by nigirio g the doors 
and windows of the kitchen and larder pmctieallv 
flv'proiif, ami 1 fotiud that carbolic aprinkhii on a 
hot shovel atupeded the insects with its pungent 
otuoko, so that they could l>c swept op. But, os 
might have been forescou, uothiug 1 could do was 
really efbeacious, owing to tlie rijr lacrttW of (he 
OriotitaJ, and lo his inherent iticaiJacity to ahut doom 
properly. 

\\» found a temiKrat.ure of bS degrees stinu-what 
trj-ing at first, after the uplands we had loft, but we en* 
joyed some pleasoui tides to gardeoa outaide tlie cityt 
where wo drank tea and a to fntit, and wore offered 
treys of pistachioit. Tho shell of tlicso nuts b usually 
spb't at one end, and Hr, Bohlui cjuotod a 1‘urld saving 
to the oiToct that "a smiling man is like an open ptHtfl' 
Ohio/' In eviity garden there waa u mud platform 
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covered Tvit.Ji felts or carpets, on wbicb tJie natives 
lie, and sometimes, ins Lead o£ tMs, a large ofilong 
woodeiii table with ver}’ sltort legs. On these ejcpe- 
dirlona, Sattur followed in tho carriage catiying 
OUT tea, and we heard that the townsfolk tiiought 
ive must- as(4}em him very biglily to allow him to 
drive in state while wu merely rode. 

'J'hft crops of Indian corn were lumafly of the 
variety vidth big lieada and no ** cohs/‘ our informant 
flawing Utat both rJiildrcn and dogs steal and eat the 
milky cobs to stich an e^vtont that it w'Eia hardly worth 
while to grow them. This is the Ittat crop to be 
reaped, and tlierc ta au anecdote rlcecHbiitg how nne 
year the devit entered into a compact with a fanner 
who was to give Hia Satanic .Majesty cverytiiiug n&oi'c 
ground. The wily cuitii'ator then sowed carrots, ami 
the djEiappointed devil accordingly stipnlnted that 
his share during the second year should tie every¬ 
thing befow ground: whereupon wheat waa sown, 
Upon tiiii, Satan demanded si the beginning of the 
third year that the top and root of the crops sown 
ahoutd be hia. But the fanner agoin autwjtted him 
by raking Indian corn and taking nlJ the cobs, which 
grow partway down the pbinta. 

All olong the roads, mbing with the lofty tlttrm 
plants, were the ion-like liciup leavea which emitted 
ft etroog udoux. The Clunese forbid the onltivation of 
this plant, for h<t9kij/b ha.^ worse edecta upon ifn 
I'lctims than opium; but the KoftiLgark appoirr to 
pay little heed to the prolubitJcin and proporc the 
deadly dnig from the pollen which falla from the 
ftowem upon the leaves. Much Has in grown, but 
only for tho oil which b obtained CruiD tlie eeedS] 
and the natives were umaxed, and even disbelieving, 
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tvliEu Air. BoLlm abowed them lioon mude from its 
fibre. TJip ail is Fiqueczo<l out by means of a irhecl 
tomed by a horse in o very narrow ^ce, and 
when tlio poor animat gets dizzy, going ronnd and 
round, it hi hUndfaided, and in the end it often 
goes blind in reality. On one oociiiaidn on intel¬ 
ligent Armenian brought a machino to Kashgar 
to cxtroct the oU, but the muHoJi fluid it was 
uneleaiit and os tio one dared to buy the oil the 
man was rained. I'he act tnoro or Icea oa 

guardians of order. We were told tliat during the 
tiummer tiiere hud l>eeti a fight about imgatiou water 
—a most fruitful cause of diasetulon in the East— 
with the result that several of the townsfolk had 
biTcn wounded. The pEmats, au^ous to prevent the 
recurrence of aueh a scandal, had viaiteil every house 
in the city and hroken the poinis of all the knives, 
a somewhat original way of checking quarrels. 

After being among the lusty, ruddy Kiighii, the 
Koshgaris seemed to us pale and underfed, and 1 
was not surprised to hear that any illness carries 
them off vary quickly. Of course they were all 
Huffering from the effnrts of Ramnztm, but their 
usual fo^, a thin broth nuxed with Hour and piles of 
boded inocaronu cannot be very sustafmng. It was 
a great relief to me when August 12 arrived, und the 
fast WHS over and all our staff attcuded a service in 
the little mosque attached to the Cbnsdatc, Poor 
Jafar Bai looted vciy old and worn out, and told true 
that tJie torture of being unable to qtteJich his thirst 
had been terrible. He and the other servimte came 
to JtftfjuMu ns clad in new, or at all events dean, 
clothes, and to show their joy the}' Wat a little 
iiond-dnnn during the entire day. ITio townsfolk in 
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t.h«tr new dresacg were a foaat of ooJoiu- fi>r the e\'os, 
anti I VABiemlier one pretty tltUe girl in ycUovr nifk 
with 11 crinison droll ^ cap worker! in gold, while 
unother in a long mngentu and green-pattemed 
cotton helil a lag melon In eaeli hand and gaged at 
u» tmder a jaunty green cap. Many were fond nf 
comliining magenta and scarlet, which looked quite 
in place among the green trees and crDps, and llteir 
love of colour gttntly added to the charm of our 
daily rides. 

Here are the wends of one of the aonga sung by 
children during the month of Eamaouti. which was 
traiuilatcd for me. its charming tune having haunted 
me< The chorus, however* struck me as somewhat 
iromcah for the yearly fast pre^ews with great 
scvmty on the poor, who are foreert to work for 
their livelihood, and cannot sleep all day and eat idl 
night as do the rich. 

1 

TliUM thirty lulu Arr ehit 

ThoMQ who do mt kwjp il«i *nj i^nttadk 

lUfoiuam, Uan fooct fm^nth d lUnuijftii f 

Ifoljr Mtid ^elooniQ fUitumii k l)u» Kiftu of Mrtitlli* ( 

2 

] €onie Ut jouT door iiEi£;iiif; [intbat of RiniKEui, 

Mmy God iti Hb mcrciy ktoh^ h «>□ lo #iloni yiiiir undfn 
Chofiu, et;, 

3 

1^ n/xAfl no^. of th# |i|mij«i of RaEiiumi]^ 

Nnr irill 1 until hmvn pwi j»a movisu e^km ol hirad. 
GAonti p He. 

4 

Oa lie t^nrh night of Samuiiii Fat* outa Uiri !at of dl tnifn, 
Theraforo orntt to giv* iimt to ths poof oa tiio ivs ol 
IWicy^ 
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Htp TtifJii bjiirv Idia^r^hiifKd fkisea^ nll.fn niiiH i msmm uiil ImII 

TbM fMt* tthom ibiii ihr mwim YarL«ni|M ^ ik^ fmm 
Tiirura Uk» t]iA Kirf^ « , . fml. nt^wr TurUfiind If ] mn^ 

ip[|v1l,— SltAlft Vitkw ttr TWrldry, r^rloii^ 

It wm tAe Itegimiiug ol r^teuiLer wiiau wc set off au 
the* toTir which liud KhotAit aa itn goal and which wtia 
in reality a paaaing fncuD onsia to oiisis nfoiig tho edge 
of t:Lfi Takla htakan Dcflcrt. This aft ham ma y be 
garded oa the western exteiiitioii of the iitmiGiiAe waste 
(jf tile tiohi that strctoheii for muro than a tliousaml 
niiiog to the ijost, a very ahoimaatiou of desoladou. 

Ciolclen outuinu waa on the laLnd os we rode ont of 
Kunligar along (he broad tree-shaded road that leads 
to the New City, and turned ofi after a couple of 
miles to cross the jmpositig-lookiQg Kalmuclr bridge. 
Along the river bank the rice was lieing out and then 
thresliod by means of a stoite roller, which bullocks 
and donkeys woi’e pulling round and round o\^r 
the heapctl-up oais, the handsome millet crop was 
turning yullow, the big leaves of melonA, pumpkins 
and gnurda were witliering, and only the htoorne 
kept its vivid green, 

Jalar Bai and Humayuu rode behind us, Iftikjiar 

ITS 
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AhmmJ iinti the Doctor Vien! t^uortcd by their otii 
A ttendmits^ iind Snittur, irith the lunch and tea-box, 
kept up with us hurty well in a hlne-tiltod majia. 
Otir tentfl and baggage were packed into cororrd 
carta termed oni6a^, drawn by three, and later un 
E)y Gvq, ponies apiece, Dnoud finding a scat in one 
of them, Tlujoe waggona have very high whnela, 
with only one horse between the ahafia, the others 
being hameased in front, pulling at the aide. The 
drivers shoul«<I " Oo—ah! Oo-ah f ” to their homes 
all iJie time, but 1 noticed that riders railed ent 
" Choo! Choo! ” to stimulate iheir inountg. and 
withrmt that mugit: exclamation 1 should never have 
got Illy pony along, as the whip made no impression 
upon him* The doitJceya in this part of the world 
were urged by a peculiar sound reriiindtDg me of one 
of the Q'tnptoma of maf *fe twer, while a series of 
sharp whiffifeo answered the some purpose witJi the 
sheep und goats. 

In the East, travcllent like Ui nttacJj themsolvea 
to the caravan of any one of position, partly for the 
sake of protection and partly for the prestige which it 
gives them among the natives. As highway robbery 
is practically uuknow'n in (Ihineac Turkeetnn the 
men that joined us did so for the lattei reason, and 
among them the Master of the Honie of the Rajah 
of Ptmyd and ius gresun wore pictures<iue figures, 
always tiding an if they were allowing oflf the points 
of fJieir wiry ponies to would-be purchasora. They 
wore in search of a couple of BadaLsItani sttd lions 
for their chief, and throughout the mtiro journey 
their eyes watn riveted on the liandsomc g**y ^d 
tlie ohosiJiut that my brutlior and f rode. At cuoh 
town whore we halted tliey eeaichod fo* horses. 
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even making u. pufchuutc once or twice, wbicli tbtv 
aent back its unsuitable befuro tJie espirutiim of 
the tbree fkva dimng which either side bos tJje 
ngbt to break a bargsin. TJiey were tinsnrcessfiit 
ill their quest, so that when we returned to Kashgar 
they purchased t>iir Badakfibanis. ami we felt, glad 
to know that the imitnals that bad carried us so 
well and luid given ua so much ptenaure in the 
bands of borse-luveie, whose methods were far tuore 
enlightened than those of the TCashgaris, 

Anotlier mtereadng f>ers<jnaJity was the Chief 
lak'oner of the hlehtor of Chttral, who was engaged 
b a search for a pair of white hawks. These biitla, 
Ur'hicii are eKtiemely rare, if indeed they exist as u 
8pecjca,jire said to be found in the district of (Ji: but 
our fellow-rravetior, having heard that one had bean 
offered for aaJe at Kashgar and another at. iChotan, 
detcnniiietl to throw in his lot with «s, as we wore 
bmiid for the latter city. Truth to may, he was a 
timid man, entirefy devoid of the love of udvonturc 
■ hat is part of Ihe equipment of the true traveller, 
and ttioreovar he had no knowledge of the Turki 
language. Ke found no white hawk in Kashgar and 
probably expected none in IChotnn, but 1 fancy he 
jomed our caravan to pick up the loiiguageand mi fit 
himself more or kss for the siill Jonger journey to jJi. 

When we were at Ttutlikurghan dimng our visit 
lo tlie Panurs, we heard that a pair of wldte falcoim 
luul ]K*«n procured in the valley for proaonUtion to 
the Agha Khan. Unluckily one of tho birds died, 
but. the Sarikuliib not to be foiled, stuffed it and 
offered it to the Head of their faith tftgother with 
its live mate. 

This admiration for white falcons U old, and In 
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the amuiU of cnwadea it is mcntioiiecl tJiat 
Philip of France ownt^i ^ white falcon to which he 
was gfoal.ly attachwl. AecoT<iuig to the chronicle, 
“Le roi nimait b(>iim'OUp oet ot I’oiseau 

aimait le roi de m6mc.” But one day it tamle a 
long flight and canie down Among the Saracens, 
w'ho refused to give it up until Philip hud paid a 
huge ranHOm for ita rectivory^ 

Another additjon to our party was a Hindu trader 
with a wooden leg, who liad a few words of Hngllah 
at, hia command, saluted IW in railitaiy fajihioii. and 
excited my admiration at I he a^iity wiDi which lie 
mounted and dismounted from his home. If Chaucer 
could liave come to life again, ho would have de* 
lighted In our cAravan, composed of suuJi diverge 
elements, and I never tired of observing the many 
gnulallons it contained hot ween the Aryan and 
Mongol races. For example, one ytmth fnrni Gilgit 
had the features and limhs of t>bo ininiurtal ridere of 
tho Elgin marbles and Ijcstrode a big grey with the 
same (ifforlleas mastciy, eanying toy mind back to 
Alexander and hla Greek colonies in Aaia. 

Our first real halt w'ua the town of Voiigi Hifssnr, 
tvhich is proetkally u conttnuatiou of the Kashgar 
Oasis, the cullivatioti being merely broken it' intervals 
by bands of salt desert and namow atrotehes of liund- 
dunos. The inhabltiuits worked the bun! up to the 
edge of the fiand, and in many casea had placed their 
mud-built hunalete w close to the dunes that they 
were in danger of being overwhelmed, should a violent, 
eandstorai oottur. The whole of our Tuuto was 
marked by pofoisi these Cbinese tijuivalents of mile* 
atones being erected two and a quarter mitea nparl. 
Tiiey are built of mud bticks, m form uul tinUko 
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in height. Whenever the 'potai stood near a Test* 
house or At the outranee of a t^wn it was attended 
br five immature p(4au, leiniiidLUg me of & heii and 
ita rhickenn« a device empIoytHl to ahufv the traveller 
tliat res^t and refreahment 'n'ere close at band. It 
iiupresseil me to loiow that these " niilcatoues ” not 
uuly marked ilie road to Kliotan, but the entire 
distance to Peking, a journey that, would take six 
months to accomplish. The ^or^lh l^lisaiou apeak 
of tali wooden mile^posta na marking thU road, placed 
nlmut five inifes apart, a f<treatt^ or one hour's 
journey, the same word ijeing used as in Pbraia. 

The autumnal wpather was very pjeasant, oa tlte 
nights and early [itomings wen* rcfreahingly cool, and 
we made, wherever posaihle, a long mid-day halt. 
As we rose at iS I was quite ready to rest from 
twelve to three, and hail a head-net wherea-iih to 
cicDuinvent tiie flies during the lajsy hours spent 
beside irrigation channels bordered by willows, where 
tbs peasants made ue gifts of melons, paoehos, nec¬ 
tarines and grapes, the last sometimes an inch ami 
a half long and deliciously flavoured. l.iOinonrt were 
unobtniuablu, but we found thot grape-juice mbred 
with water mode a ref resiling drink. The eultivatom 
wenc always luo^^t polite, and when paid for their 
offerings smilod and said, Allah is gmcioua.” 

Throughout tlio tour I piactieally lived on iruit, 
and 1 suppose there is noihiug more lofresliing m 
hot weather than elices of the splendid mdons that 
I considered supenor in taste to those I had so often 
enjoyed in Penua. Perhaps the tou* or ** peacock " 
—as the natives call the great dark-green water melon 
with block and white aeeds set in its ficailet flesh— 
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ijtituc'bM Ihiist rli^ iHNtt, but itba^i nni tltti “ boiiijuel 
tif till? f^ttrhasfA proper, lind wherever we went t.Iie 
peasant were devouring huge ohujiks of this fmit, 
vrhiclii tber prefer to id) ollicre. TLousaiids of 
nieJous were being prepared for winter stori^, the 
nietJiod adopted lieiiig to toy them In the auii for a 
tuooth, turning tbnm over Crequontly, and then to 
place tJicni on nand in colrl rooms. The natives eat 
then) thnoTighoat tlic winter and until the fresh fmit. 
comes Fonnd Again, though we did not appreciate 
them nme?! tvlien we ftauipled u luAt year's siKsciiiiCM 
on our urtivaJ at Kashgar in April* 

Vangi Hissar is a Ainall town aurrouDded by a 
high wall aud is a centre of gurdetiK and cultlvaliou* 
the river on which it stands flowing through a deep 
gorge in the loess, wlu'ch is broken up into pinturesque 
clifls. From tlu: city wo cnjoyeil ^u{>f>rb views of 
the fluow'y Iduxtagli Ata range* We eain|>ed in a so- 
called garden that was really on orehard of fruit 
trees planted along irTjgatiou channels, Ui iho middle 
of which, on a large concrete jdntfomi, was u fi/ifi/atigf 
or Chincec garden-house. It was (tqtmre and hod a 
prettily painted wooden roof, the open ddes being 
partly (’urtaiued iu. Throughout Hio tour in all ottr 
ImliA we usually left f tte house proper to the Acrvants 
anti lived in the shr/antf all day, sleeping in our tenta 
#t night* One dfaw'back to these gardens was the 
myrtuils of moequitoes brought by the water; but 
as we alopi under our nets we avoided thu maJana tliiat 
hud attacked tho Sw'ediah missiouaries, who have a 
neat compound at Yangi Hissar; 1 was also alwayn 
on the look-out for scciq>ionfi after J had found oac 
in ray tent nestling on the collar of my tweetl cMiat. 

Wo halted at Yangi Riasur only for a Hay to rest 
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our airti'i'nn, but my brother borrowed fresh homes 
in order to dsit the ehriue of Agri Su, some eight 
miles to tiie Roiith-weat. A gloomy group of old 
{HipUm, that rominderl him of the sacred groves 
outside I'ftvck teuipica, lay jit the foot of a steep cliff, 
ID whiirh steps were cut to enable pilgrirtia to mscond 
to Ihe BmalJ ilomed shrine in honour of ShmjHA Atn-ii! 
Vali iutd his son Kasim. Thu object of my brother's 
visit was to see a certain, inscribed atone some t.hreu 
and a half fuet in diameter whiclt the mltahitonU 
greatly vencralud ; hut ho could not decsipher the 
inacriptioii, and after pbotogruphing the atone and 
visiting the site of on ancient vvhti>b the inliahjr- 
anfs callod by the lengthy iiaine of Juro-i-Taghat- 
Agri-flu ho roTumed to camp. 

Next day we travorsisd a vast nnushy plain covered 
with dfied-up reeds, on which, to my Burpriflo, heida 
of lean cattle were iitowauig. The gtorious moun tains 
were hidden by a veil of dust, imd when we reached 
our comp on the edge of the Yarkand Oasis t.lmrider 
roiled, lightning (lashed, and the sand whirled up in 
rlautls^ Jmll-hiinding ua imtil our servants managed 
to pitch OUT tents. Then the min cume doiro in 
sheets, proclkally the first that we had experienced 
since wn reached Kashgar in April; for mi the Pamirs 
we had had only snow or heavy passing showers. It 
etcarud ilie air and revealed the mountains, which 
JiKiked rujigtiificenl as we rode across the gravelly 
flesert, now mid again coming upon a rpst~houBs bnilt 
by Yakub Beg. At one of these a party of TliriduB, 
British Bubjects from Yarhand. untertained us with 
lea, eggs, sweetmeats and (mit; but we did tiol 
dare to hrdt long, sis they said that ajiolher storm 
was ininiinont. 
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Our camp that niglt. was pitchwi among trcfis, 
and Poine men brouglit a big Jiorned owl to rthow iia, 
a beantiful creature, buff with dark markings, cmd 
belli by a atriug tied to ita leg. Sly brotJiCf gHvc 
captora money to release iti and I rejoiced to see it 
flftp its greftt wings and fwul c^ll io the shelter of a tall 
Turkestan elm, wUare I ttnated tliat it would rest, in 
security. 

Wt often saw the great golden ca^cs which arc 
tiaitied to htmting in this part of the world. Thej- 
trill gajselles. hares and foien, and 1 always wondered 
how their masters could ride at lireaJcneck pace 
and mount and diamount while carrying such a 
w'cight on their anns. The freat binls seemed 
wonderinUy docile, and apparently indifferent as to 
wlietlicr theii hoods were on or oiL The himtiiig 
eagle is captured by means of a live fo^ tied to a 
rope ; the bird, biuiily omployiMi in tearing its prey, 
does not observe tfiat the quarry is being drawn 
by the tope grsiduully nearer and nearer to a hole, 
ill which the hunter ties concetiled with a net to 
throw over the eagle. Wbon captimni the itnfor* 
lunate bird is oonfinw! in a dark room, its eyelids are 
sewn lip, ond iU spirit is broken by the inu'csaaiit 
beating of drums which allows it no sleep. It 
remaifw morose for a time, refusing all food, but 
gradually bocomos tame and attaches itaall to the mivn 
W'hu feeds it and takes it out hunting. 

The British Conaul - Geueml is always welcomed 
throughout Chinese Turkestan, and 1 will give a 
deaoiiption of our entry into Yarkand, which will 
aervo as an example of what occurred at every Town 
during our tout. Some miles from ilie city we were 
met at intervals by groups of liritish subjects, niosi.ly 
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llbdua. wlio Jwtuoiintea to greet my brother and 
then rode behind ijSj our escort tlius becomijig bigger 
and biggw us w© proceeded. Some (if it© memhera 
were but tudifierojjt horeemcn, Now and again a 
rider would Iw thrown and faia steed gallop off, or a 
hoEso tetJiered by the roadside would brealr loose, 
agitating the procession and maldng my diestziut 
©oceatn willi ejccitecnent tintd the mnnwiivs wer© 
captured, luuulJy by the men from I’ujiyaL 

Old ilafur Bai had © reception all to himself, 
'fhough he lived at Kashgar and owned shops there, 
he told Die that the chief part of his property 
was at Yaihond, acijuirecl in the old days when h© 
owned a raravan and carrietl goods lictweraj the two 
tcrtma. f WHS interested to not© the numlror of 
acquiiintaoccs who clasped Iilb hands warmly, and. 
when w© stopped to partake of the usual spread of 
fowls, eggs and tea bid out in a marqiie©, the old 
miin bad t he joy of seeing his small grandson brought 
to him by his son-in-law. He kissed I he child 
passionately, and then, full of pride, brought it to 
me and smiled lui 1 gave tlie little fellow awceta and 
biscuit©. 

After this the whole company remounted tmd 
swept on again, to be stopped nearer to the dty by 
the EiuMian Agcmt Hccompaiiied by the Husaian 
subjectH, who were standing iu a large group beside 
tables lutlcu with food, to which oiir ?ervantB always 
did full juMice, surprised that their employeia did 
not appreciate these bcessani meats, Just outside 
Yarkaml the lieating of drum©, the squeuliiig of pipes 
and the scraping of tarSy producing music most 
e^ccruniatiug to European ears, announced the Ch i m^ 
reception. Aa I always avoided iJus ceremony^ f 
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i\'aa glud to be met by Or. floegborj^, head of the 
Swcdifih Mitwiionn and inrjdentaJly the nirhiteet of 
the Ko^ihgnr Consulate, who drove rue along the bmnd 
tree - trordereit road to the i^rw CljiftiMie town and 
thmugli ijiienninabtn ha^rurtt tti ihe pleasimt garden' 
house of the lUritiah Agent. 

" The people of Viifkanii ifisplay an entire tack 
of energy and eutOTpdso, or indeed of any interest, in 
Jtfe," was the diotvim of lieuterrant Eihertorn who 
visited the city in liiUD. Though t thought UieGUte- 
menr. somewhat e weeping ai first, I soon iioiiceil 
h«w apotlietk- ilio IgarkaruHfi were when rontrosierl 
with the lively, hiiiglutig Kns])gHri$, arid the misoii 
was not far to seek, The inJiubitantB of this district 
are ufliirtvd with goitre in tt» must lUstrusiiing forms; 
and the Swedish doctor told us he believed that, 
about fifty jier i.-ent of the population were victims of 
the complaint, whloh in his opinion was not, the same 
08 the European goitn;, aiui for which lie knew of no 
reniecJy save iodine. One theory is that, it, is due to 
the hahit of drinking stagiuint water stored in umksi 
tile river unfortunately bdiig at some distance from 
the city: but the peasontTy living right out in the 
country ate by no riiusns exempt from the arourge, 
Many iliua affected become idiots, and the diililreu 
of goitrotts purenbi irihcril. tlie dtseuse, wliicli Marco 
Polo commented on m the foltnwing words: *' A large 
proportion of tbcni have swoUou legs and great crops 
at the throat, which arises from iiome quality in ihoir 
drinking-water." The old Chinese travellers also make 
mention of the complaint, but I beard that the 
Celnistiida. ivlio boil all their water, whether used for 
ilriiikiug or for washing, nover fall vtcritiis to it, nor 
apparently do the Hindu traders or travellers, although 
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if they inarry Tfirkamli wonjen tbfiir chiltfrcii mwy 
develop it. Some say thai all who drinlt from a certain 
crttveU are fmn 3 to conbmct the diiseaae, irtiile otbecs 
aflltui that it is cauBf^I liy the Rrey water of the 
TarJcnnil Itiver. lie dial, as it may, the health of 
half tJio jkoptitation is undenniced. and the aged 
and children alike are suiferem, some unforLitiiates 
having their hernia poruninentJy tiltefl iiiickwards by 
ilit‘ horn hie xn’elJuig in their throats, Thia has 
(jiven nao to the popular anecdote of tha man who 
rode his horse to the water but had to ash a neighbour 
if iJie animal were deiiiking, as he could not himsdf 
Jofik down to flco, 

Resides gnil:iv and akiiL-dliteases induced by lack 
of wasliing, opium and ha^hiab^niokutg, and iho 
Sfjimlor ill which they live, contribute to the sickly 
look of the jHMjple, and I decided that dirty, diwly' 
ruiuous old Varkutid was a good place to live not 
of. The mosques and shrines were in a state of 
ditapidatiem, and in spite of « large l«uiy oi Hindus, 
who trade with India !)y oue oi the hlgliest roulos 
in Lite world, llie whole pi sea looked mucli poorer 
than Kashgar. 

3losses of snowy-white cotton were to be seen 
everywhere in the bazars. reiKty for the atufRng id 
ciisliioiis and quilts or to he spun into ynro, wliile 
ut. odd cernem we come across groups of children 
busily removing the pofis or l>cutmg out Ike seeds with 
sticks. Mere, as at Kashgar, tlieie is uo grazing for 
the sheep J hence the poor quality and the toiiglinesa 
of the mutton. TTie animals were trying to got 
some nourtshment- from the w'ltheret) cotton bento, 
and I soinetimea saw a wonian holding out bimrhes 
of I accrue to her half‘Starved charges or letting them 
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muDch driM imizc imm it Imakfrt. One 

nmat ride in idiLgle fiJc through the narrow alJcve of 
the hazftT, which are covered in with Awniii^ of 
IciVTce to keep off the heat. Childmi sad 
cfuckctiB get in the way r here a goat is tied up or a 
camel k lying down in (iie midst of the trAflic; there 
a horee, tethered by a rope to a Stall Itwhea oat with 
itfl heeh at passing ridem, mid now and Again on© 
gets gfiaipne.t of mctremely unsitvourv' courtyAnie. 
Bntin fAfraesB tcihe inliabitaiKs of Chin««« Turktatan 
1 defy any one fc(»p oleAn who has to live in a 
houA© of unhiiked mud where there are no washing 
Arraugomcnts, and where, in the abaenc© of ehaire, 
©Veil' oiiG intistp ait tiji tins mud ^wr ' furtunjit^Jy 
the bnltimitJy eulimred (lowered print© do not show 
the prevuiling dirt oa much os might bo expected. 

The liGst shops in the Itascar wore near the 
Hindu semi, thAt was hung with aUJet in honour 
of ray hrotlier R viait, and [ was told I,hat the Chinase 
Ate AO conaderote w the tmdere from IndiA that 
they forbid the opening of miy butchers’ shop© near 

IT <]t]Arterit, and ordere t^i this effect, inscribed 
on hoards and stuck up on walls, wore pointed out 
to TQc, Sometiraea the YArkandts tear down these 
notices And the hufchcra reopen their stalls, but 
whenever tliw ocetti* a compkiut from the Hindim 
to the Authorities is uitituAinly suoweaful. This 
pnuseworthy tolcranoe of the reli^ous views of other 
rat^ partly accounts for the easy Cliinese mastery 
over a MolmmecLiiii population. 

Qiijintities of beautiful fruit, such as peaches and 
grapes, were on sale in the bazare, tho vondois keeping 
off the swarms of flies by meanji of horw^halr flappensi 
and naked children w^cre znunehieg enomiotts chunks 
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of niiilon. were being efiod, hoiBe-shoos 

Imminered out on the auTik, ajid near b^ picruresque 
copper pots wore boing worked into sliopc, a nois}' 
operadotL At mteni''ida we canw acrom » ittnac^ue 
widi the eohutined venuidah so diaractonstic of the 
province, its boams and pediments eovered with 
inched carving something in the styJe of Jacobean 
work. The principid mosque Imd lost about, half 
the blue and white tiles that had once udomed its 
fajade, and the city wall was out of repair to such 
an extoit that people could enter thu town by rnany 
a bfHJicli lifter the crazy-looking wooden doors had 
been closed at snnaetk 

Among the oalkK on my brothor w'as the aon of 
iho Tkum of Htniiw, whose defeat by the British in 
181)1 is BO gniphicalij described in Knight's book 
IFAcwf Thfve Empires Meet. The young chief, who 
Was a child at that time, now ekes out a penunous 
existence on a amidt estate given to his nneeatoTs 
by the Chinese, and lias u pension of a couple of tacb 
a month, n sum equivulani to 4a. Sd. Siddar Ali 
Khan, the old jTAnini, after ht-s defeat fled to Kucha, 
whore he still lives with an anoient retainer or two, 
and earns a humble livelihood os a market-gardener. 
Ntc transit / 

During our stay 1 hod the pleosum of entertaining 
» Yarkandi lady. She arrived oocompuiiixl by 
her mother and dirce sons, and was rlad m a 
pttr^de satin coat, while across her fmohoad was a 
rieJily embmidered head-band, over which fell in 
gracefal folds her long white muslin ribawl When 
she Imd rumovod her loco-work vtjil ht*r pretty 
face was sot off by big gold earrings and her tong 
l>liu;k plaita reached lioJf-way down her back, f 
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photogmpba^ tiotJ) iadteis, togetlicr with the smaU 
boys, who were attired in velvet. Going next (lay 
to return their visit. I found myself in a garden 
t.lmt liad fonnerly belonged to YaIcuH Beg, where 
the mud platform on whith ho was wont to per- 
form his devotions was pomterl out to me. On 
thifl ociriution ] gaiae«J a little iiiiiight' into nnttre 
etiquette ; for my hotitGes. after graciounly oeeepting 
{1 amall gift which I presented, put it aHide and did 
not open the parcel until J hud rctiiEd, iL hoitig 
considered bad mannem to look nt and admire a 
preaenl in the way that Europeans are acciisiomed 
to do, i.>ur convereAtion Eiappening to turn on 
acorpioiui. my hostmu said that she had suffered 
agomea for three dayn after having been »timg b>* 
one. and her husliancl related that the followere of a 
certain Indian saint have the pttn'er of taking away 
the poni of a scorpion sting by breathing on the 
afflicted pirt. Though Jjo had not hod personal 
experienoe of tJiift, lie had met many who Aworo that 
they hod Itecn cured instantly by this muans, whkdi 
w'aa perhapa akin to h>'pnotisir}. On our reltim to 
\arkiuid some tbree weeks later 1 waa invited tn 
attend (he feast, of the " shaving of the head ” of 
my hoar h youngest aon, but having no interpreter, 
os men were tahooed, J deebned, though I riiurh 
tt^retted miflaing the wghi of some forty or fifty 
ladies attjred in tlicir best und adorned with much 
jewellery. 

\T7iiJe at Yorkand we visited the little t'olony of 
boys and girls who were being treiued by the Swerlish 
missionaHes in their large compound. These children 
tvere taugJu. to read end write in I’lirki, ri> weave and 
to sew. riie girls cooked at) the food, nutdo tlic bread 
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Hill] did rhe liouMcvrork, wettring aptDn» i>ver their 
gowiid of poettj* Jiussbin print. The bo^ were 
dreeeeci in cloiJtea of their own weaving, and Mre. 
lloegiieig hoped that tiie gitJa might later on nmny 
t he bo^’ii, who were being trained to beself^supportiDg. 
In any eajie ahe trusted that they migh t lead happier 
lives than usually l:«fall the maidens of Ohineao 
Furkeatan, who are praetieally sold by their parents 
and are often handed over to old mon. It. is true 
that the husiiand engages to pay a eeitain sum for tiie 
mmntciiance of hk wife should he divorce her, and 
thb he does in the pref^ence of witnesses. But the 
onus of finding these witnesses and bringing them 
up before the Imatn lies on tJte woman, and the nitui 
can often peratiade them to swear that he promised 
i« pay his wife much less than he really did. The 
parents of a wealthy woman can Jielp lier to obtain 
lier rightft, but a poor womun may have a hard fight 
for hate eziatence before she can find a new husband 
to support her. 

Viliugp life is be tier for tJie w'omen than life in 
the town, for they have fewer matrimonial adventures, 
and there are none of the temporary tnaniages that 
are common in ail the centres of population. I 
noticod tiiat they veiled far less in Yarkand than in 
Kash^r, the result of stronger Chinese influencH?; 
hut hero juid throughout the proviuco thoy were 
not pertnittod to enter the little vill^e mosquea that 
are such a characterrHtic feature of the couiiti}'. These 
places of worahip arc usually built by /some pious 
benefactor, who gives a piece of fend for an mdow- 
roent fund. This is called a u?akf or trust/’ and the 
trustees appoint a muUa, w'ho is often a villager with a 
good voice wJio merely calls the Faithful to prayer. 
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Pr. anil Mrs, Hoegberg Jiad done misaionaiy work 
hi Persia, und said that tliej found the Ttirtci very 
Blt)w*’witted and disitxclinod to discuias retigion, a 
RtTong eoutraat in thin reapect to the keen-bmiued^ 
argumentattve Peoiatui, who enjoy nothing more 
than metaphyaica, and, lieing Shins, ate les orthodox 
and priest •lidden than the primitive Sunnis of 
Chin^ae Turkestnu. 

Whether Christianity is gaining a hold in C'iiinese 
TuTkestan or not, the high standard which it sets up 
is not without its inHaence, us the following anecdote 
told me by Pr. Iloegberg shows, A Yarkaiidi 
mrrriiant went w ith sotue ttadets to buy hgs, and on 
the way his friends jeereil at him on account of his 
leanings towards CtiristiA&jty. Wlieii they reached 
the market they were offered the fruit packed in 
baskets said to contain a hundred, hut the buyers 
never dreamt of trosting the wonl of the vendor, 
and counted the coutentB of the buskets, finding 
several 6gs abort in each. The mcrediaut then 
enquired of hb colleagues whether, tvhen they bought 
calico or print that luul oorac from Europe, they 
found any deheisney in the number of yards that 
were stamped upon Each piece. ** Never,” they 
onsworeil iu chorus, and he then pointed out that 
thia honesty was due to Christian prinetpies of fair- 
dealing. 


CHAPTER K 


Tinior<rif thf desert to jchotak 




Yarkand to tbe rich^t oasia in CJiimsse TurkeatRo, 
but we did not appreciate Lbis fact untij we had left 
the City and saw the coanfciy covered with 
wide etrotdiea of rice, owire, wheat and miJIet.; and 
I ^nJees that i had to revi^ my opinion lut to the 
iethttigy of the TarWlia, or at all events of the 
pena^tr,', when t roalire*! lim ceaseloBs labour 
tcqtured to produce such abundance. 

The Yarkand River, the sonice of whidi bad 
recently been feed by the Filippi expedition, was 
about «x mdes from the town, and we crossed it in 
brood fcny-boate tike punts, which were some forty 
feet tong. Wo qlsrebered over a barrier at one end 
*of the boat, and our nine horees, stepping in nimbly 
behind us, one after the other, without any ftisa, 
were pocked in tightly, dose up to the plank 
that wparoted us from them. Sattur's majta woo 
fixed into a second boat with some difficulty as it 
waa too broad, but finally all our belonging were 
settled, and two muBcukr men—mm handling a long 
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polo aj)H the otbcr a puddle - toot its ucrotMj tJiB 
tivcT. wluidi is dimgeroua on oecoiuit of its sHftmg 
qnictsjUidA. Our liones iRenicil to eiijoj l.ljt' novel 
experience, some of tfaetn craning over to drink as 
^vc approtushed the opposite bank. There 

f antieipttlod some trouble, as the tutirnnls liuii 
to turn rpuncl mtd step out ut tlie end by whitih 
they entered. Hon'over, they gntsped the situa¬ 
tion at onev, unil very agon we weie mounted, 
fottling a couple of shullow brandies of tJie main 
stream and tumbling over u dreary waste of roundnl 
boiildetfi whiuh formed on old dver hod. Buyotid this 
tuy trees and ^dUageA and a Imnd of British subjn'ts 
ready to wokomc us with the mevitehle tea, fritit 
and sweetmeats t an attention that 1 iljjl not appre* 
c-iate, as Mvem] of our liusts were Afflic^^d witli goitre 
in its most distreiiaing forms. 

At Poagam, where we Imited for the niglit. quarters 
vreru assigned to os in a garden that boaftted a 
magnificent walnut-tn.'e, and wo hi»d uiti beds pluced 
on platforms outside the attroctivo garden-house, 
w'Jiure my room, curpcted with crudely coloured 
products of thckionT, had fretted woodwork windows. 

Next day mir twenty-four mil© march fed ua 
entirely through cultivation, aloitg a broud highway 
bordciid with willows, tliu rii'u lieliU ntnetehing for 
many mirca on either fuiJo. The Kiver Tumoi flowed 
clear over a stony bed, in pleasing contrast to the 
muddy stircatuB we hud encountered hithcTto, and we 
were told tiiat tb(^ drinking from it never suffered 
from goitre. 

In this part of the world it is oustomary for the 
villages to open their bazars on different days and 
to name them accordingly. At tlm FtmjsfKimb^, or 
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rjiursdftv markel', avcnr kind of nrriclp u of^red for 
wj«. tho biusara are aU ^.-Tfiwd on ,/wna 

frndfty), the day ow W'liinlj the KaithfuJ ^igit the 
mystjUBS, ^li 1 ,iiw told fJiitt at. Khutjvo the Vkahar- 
xnriMtha (WL*diiiwdar) bazar la held only for thp side 
of milt pivilucta, 

W^c met ciDwd!) Itf people i-cimiog to the Tosgam 
market, '[’hen; wppij IwggnTO galore, whole famiti wt 
of them, flotnetjraes accompnnieti by big dogs; and 
tnmiping uloug Jo gain tliBir bvcliliyod were tho 
roligiinw riii>jjdi«juiti). who were atrilrfiig Jiguree clad 
in id iriuny colettra, wearing augar-loaf hate and 
carrying bowls mid stout stiekfl, or eometuiiea gotmls 
and nuttes. Tlioy evidently aimed at tho pif.tiQTesijiiir 
in tlieir appcaimire, uttd thoii outward dirt woe a 
Hfgn of inward liofinesa and confetiwi tm them the 
J^wer to drive sway demons mid heal diseaaei. 
Farther im wo came acrosit innsiciaus carrying tow, 
aoiim having hwtmninnts resenibling dthou mid 
others drunw and pipj. wliile purtioa of Phinraw liiden 
wilii gambling tables struck » simater note. The 
i TOwd was latgely compiKJod of women of the poaaant 
•tluaii mounted on ponies <ir donkeys and driving their 
nsttle and ahoep to market, some claaping fowls in 
their arnia. Two or three wore » tjurious globular 
hat of elotli of wlver, the like of which I saw only 
once ftt Kashgar, when 1 was told thut ft wai* tiie 
hoadgdar of a bride. All the world seemed bound 
for PoBginn, oud as we passed tbrough village after 
village on onr way to Kargiilik hardly jiny one wan 
to be Been, and the little st^ under the vine-covered 
trellifsaa tiiat roofed in the lioJtare were shuttered up 
or bare^ witJi t.Uo cjjwptioti of the bread stalls. Tho 
hoses of flowers on the: roofs gave touches of light 
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»ti(J colour ill t.h(« fonn uf astern, Lukimna anil nmri* 
ynlds, while Uere and there niunsi^ of golden tnaiice 
were (liying in the snn. 

On tLw occasion the llinJus had provLdeil for 
us a refection of cho[i« and poncheit eggs, evidently 
considering this food moie snitable for a Safiib than 
the ujsuai fowls, and when wo bad coped with this 
I left my brotliGr enjoy thi? reception given Ity the 
Rnssian subjects, and, attended b}' ,lafar Bai, mde 
on to our qiidrtom, paasing (lie r'ljiiiese Auditiu on 
his way to greet the British Consul (‘icncriU, Tliis 
Jigtiitoty, with II moat tni|iasiiivu foi^e, dtovu in an 
elaboratoly painted mapn, procoded by a youth 
carrying u lingo mogenU silk unihrclla nith a deep 
fringe, while hia isia^ort of soidiem, in rjimint' black 
nnifornis, were canying iiiciliaevaJ-looking spears and 
halberds. 

The Itonse piepaieil for ua Dtoor! in n little garden 
cmimned with vegetobtee and with iMiormous spoci* 
mens of the imsshapoii ami velvety i-rtiiiacin envenmb. 
jVh ciitaiile staircase led to a balcony that nn round 
n large upper room with heavily barred wooden 
windows, w'hich was the hidLes' aborlo—a verv de- 
presaing one to my mind, oa it rottiiiiiicd tn peqictuiii 
twilight, luhl from it no glimpse could 1^9 obtained 
nf the outside world, though its smolla jind noises 
were extremely obvious. Bui, as I alt'pt on the 
lialcony, it served me for a convenient dnessing-room, 
as well as for a retreat when my brother held the 
usual receptions of British sut)jocta und Chineso 
ofhcials in tliv house lielow. 

About this time dll the horses seerojed to liecome 
liune at once. The Itadfilfahftid chostnut- and tlie 
grey both totFk to limping, nnd the nice little jrony 
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Ka[i«uck, onr hat puroW. though soi^d, ww ^ 
^^mtingly aJuggwh horae find coneequoiifJv verv 
t4^ nd.^ Juhr Rai, aa m»a\, pan^f^'j fh^t 
tji' tflnienesa W4S due to my brothfir’a orfer to vmtv 
iho honw-a after they had b^n ahtmt. tiu hour k 
camp, ftod vfoi, m conviucod when it waft 

provtHl (.Iittf tiftd fthooitig hfuJ lutuod one animaJ. and 
WIP4J the others graduaUy recovered in spite of 
adherence to the EtiglmJt rales na to foiagc anti 
watenng. 

We were now Jo have oiu firet sight of the real 
desert, which fay lictween iw snj the Khotan Oasis, 
On fJiD xught Iwfont our rtiareh arrosa it we rested 
ta ^ fcuiy lilingo on its veiy edge, soiur of the 
iiiud-huilf. houBcg boii^ htilf^buried hy the sand and 
Othcra Jmvtiig trenciuMi dug round them to kwp it 
off. An irrigation cliannel mn between w'illowit, 
with patches of cultivation on eiiiter side. Wo 
put. up as Ixcst we could in the courtyard of a 
aenu'. the iiwildhig itself being too crowded with 
licftaank Ui juramimodato ns. Owing to the reliiitt- 
ujiw which all (Mentals feel to leaving n town, tha 
drivers of the arabm. in spite of tJteir lidng drawn 
by five honwH apiece, arrival st> late that our aupper, 
wtten by the light of the moon, was extremely jveant v. 

When we rnae in the morning the deiwrt stretdi^ 
lioiore ujj vast and undulating. In Oonadn hi tie 
wiriy spring tio prairie, resohirig to the far hotkon 
on cither side of die train, luni reminded nic of a 
desert, so Itmitleae. ao barren and ilevoid of life did 
the largest wheat field in tlie world appear. Rut 
oh, the difference 1 The Tahla Makau Irib^ all life 
unlesa there is water to torrect its halpfuJ influeiioe. 


It * * 
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while* the prnifio htilcls in for 

mill i mm. 

As iwIp on our way at aix o'clock the early 
niomijig wind wjw swirling up the sand, obscunng 
4ke sky mid mnpiifying everyihmg strangely. At 
interv^ tie potom, most of which wore in a niinoua 
condition, loonu'd moiiBtTfniis through the lisifl. a 
enravao that I tiiuigioed to he compos^ of cnmcb 
roMlvvd itself into a group of diminutive donkeys, 
while A gigimtic ligure draped in Jluttering rolws 
turned into a humleiffii peaftant earryirig n iJtail and 
wrtter-^urd- We folloi^ the broad tffMjk nnido by 
artibtt.^ and the hoofs of L'Oimtle.i9 animah; but I 
tbuuglit how easy it would Iw to lose the way, vrero 
a Strang wind to blow the sand ac-rass our rauto anil 
cover the akuJla and other traeos of hygooe catBVJina. 
fii the days of Hjuim Tsiang and Slnrco I'olo there 
wen* no /jofow. and teiveHoni must often liavc heeu 
lost; indeed the Chinese pilgrim tells us that when 
he RTOOsed thb desert tlie heaps of lionea were hb 
only means of knowing wlifither lie was following 
the right track or not, 1 was iutcreBtod to hear that 
thla particular stage had the reputation uf being 
haunted and tliat no peasant would traverse it 
alone at night. In fm^t, a Hindu trader told Iftlkhar 
Aluuad that he and hia servants liad been greatly 
tcirifierl a few* days before our arriva], They wen? 
travelling after dark mui, though tbera was no moon, 
a sudden light in the sk'y revealed a broad road 
tmrdered by irrigsiiou channels and trees, along 
wbicit inarched an army. The onlookers imaj^ed 
from their miifontiB that the soldiers wen* I'nrks, 
but lliey could not imso iliotr faces, and suddenly 
they vanished, only t*) give jiltice to droves of cattle 
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and sbfwp, wbk-Ii wciiiod to [Miur ui aii itiK^ndirig 
atreani pitsi fihe fiigl)teni?d iravellvfs. In ibt: dfe 
of Iltu^n Teaaiig niCntioii is mado mom than once of 
the halhiojjiatioiia to which he was aubjcMd bi the 
tlesert, ami the folJun iiig fMiaaagc DiTiin$: ** He saw 
a htidy of troops ainoutiticg to iteverol hundreda 
coveiijig the samly phun^i iie soJcUeni wero rimi in 
lur and fidt. And now the uppcHrauce of enmeb 
oiul hnnsea and ihe flut.teriRg of ataudordii and butces 
mni hi* view. . . .'* I quote this passage because 
Uio Lliinainan's viaiou in tko seventh uentuty seema 
atrongciy akin lo tiint of tlie Hindi) and Jib aervanta. 

As we neared the large oosb of (Tunia the inevitablt; 
receptions began scTend iniiee out In the deaert'. ami 
1 was etrui'k with thv appcjirance of our host, the 
AksniitL He wa* h (all, hambomo moDj remarkabtj' 
like a high-ctueB I'enilan, and aroro a long mauve 
coal with a nmgenta wabtbiiiid. aiul a purple felt 
hat will) brotid gold band, a putcha&c from India. 
He iostaikd us in hia newly built house. whicli„ 
Ixiing in the middle of Lho bazaft xvaa the haunt of 
tc^otu^ of flies. It oonnatod of eevcnil stiiall lootns 
opening on U) a little courtyard planted with obiuba 
and flowent, over whioh lovely hunnning bird moth* 
ur'cre hovering ; but, as tlmre was no exit at the Lack 
and wo weie at voty* close quarter:! with our servants, 
f did not altogether nppreebte what was evidently 
Uie lU plus uilra of (lUiua taato. Our roonia and tiin 
vcTiunlah woto piiinted in pink and uuiuve, the wiiidow 
fmnies bright green with their shutters picked out in 
blue and brown, while above the window of the 
principuJ room vrae n richly coloured and gilded fJorsl 
design, Tlie entrance door, draped inth green plush, 
cloth of gold and aiJvor and a piece of purple and 
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giwn <*roliroidi*r7, aiirl (bfi oliuirs* iiptittbik'fuj m 
find aty'lilue velvet, made up a gorgf^ous 
whole, in wLicii I felt latiier like a. piisonor, as 1 
had to ietft*at eoiwtiuitly lo my apnrbiwnl, pull 
till! shnttoie to, and sit in u Jim twtliglti wJicJt the 
Cliincflo Anttjau and other callem arrived in state. 

Guniii i» tiuted for its nmnufuctiue of papnr. and 
we went ki sJec the proeesa. 'I'hf pale green lining of 
the bark ol the miilbenj Is boiled in great imn pota 
atid ladled out upon brood stones, i.o l>e pulped by 
wrH:>dcn luimmeni. The luisture is then spread over 
ranvns'jilled frames wlneh are hold under wuter 
iluricg the operation, and aftcrwarfla set upright in 
tins open air to do% when sheets of a coano whitish 
paper aliout the siee of foolocap can l>e pulled off the 
canvas. This pajier is mainly used for poohing; if 
needed for writing, it is rubbed with glass lo glaze it,. 

Ab the oasts m rich in mullioiT}' trees it produces 
A considcrablfl amount of ailk; but Khotau is the 
chief centre of this prohtable industry. The women 
tend ilio rilkwt^rms. 

The soil of Gtitna Is so sandy that the mliuhttniUa 
cannot build the usual mud'iiouscs, but are obliged 
to have recourse to wattle-aud-daub struettmiS, com¬ 
posed of a framework of siicfis plastered inside and 
out with n mixture that is for over dropping off in 
ttakes, thereby giving to those dwetlings u most 
uusukatoiitial air. 1 noticed tJjat in the cemelories 
the graves were marked by toll ivithered saplings, to 
denote the sites when they are covored up by the 
oU-pervadiog suuL 

The time of our visit coincided wiiJt the Mizan 
or K<]uinox, which is supposed to mark the close 
of the hot. weather, and dm " kindly fmita of the 
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CHrtli" were uc‘jirJy for tJie hiirvcst. 

fioltotu. vn>j> nijA Ixtuig jtf (jiuatiuj; ptnla 

[yuig (111 ciw ground ; fJvi? IjiuidoDUii' jruut-liigli mitt 2 « 
aii<E miUet wot? ivud wb rtirelled in dolicioUH 

com [.‘obd( boilBci tihi^Q stncarod witli butter nnd 
Sprmklvfl with auU, ji* T bad it'Amed to cut thifin m 
{.Vuiada, We wn? also given fuiotlier vegelxtliJc, the 
route of iLe totu£, wjtiicli tfio Chm«^ look upon oe a 
didicauy; but it. ilid not appeal to my taste. Tin? 
pt»mcgTiiiuites werc' ii gloHoue fwarlrrt. and tin? tnutiy 
variotiua of grapes were in their prime; the mclona, 
peaches and ncrlarines had passed their zenith. 

On the evening Imfore left (ruina our aorvanti« 
togetlier with the varioofl travelhjw who had attiMihed 
Lhemseivefi to our party, organized au lartertmniiicnt. 
Then? wtw much flinging] the jwrfonueis yelling at the 
top of their voicoa, ocoompajiied by a thrumming of 
titnrt, a ihiidflitig of drums ami a squenJing of pi|iefl. 
Thiw uf the men oxoculed a t>aiitomime dance, one 
Itetng diaguLsed oh a winnun, anuthcr ofl an old man, 
uud the third, a handsoine yoimg fellow, having no 
make-up lit alL ,;1U three xveiit round in a drelo one 
after tho other with isurioiw step« arul much navkig 
i)f unns, the pby being bused on the well-known 
theme of the girl-wife (matebod from an old liitflbiind 
hy Iiur youtlifid lover, 1 felt rather like an Oriental 
woman Dfl I watched trhe show from Iwhind a curtain, 
amt was amuaed to hear later that 1 was considottMj 
to be a motlel of Jiacicet behaviour because ] had not- 
attended any of the Chintiie lianquata. 

It was iBthei dktitrbing at night, to hear tin? 
Chinese watchmau going iil3 rownds, beating two sticks 
tagether as an assuniince to the mtuMms t,hat ho wiw 
gviardmg them faithfully, but I fancy tlml ho and hb 
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eoilojjigiJi** wt*ri> of IIm* fAighcny tJTMi iukI would 
prolinyy preteud luit to iiotiLt! were aiiy devilry afoot, 
AJtiiougli ivf saw very littio veiling after we had 
left. Yarkand, ihia Motumiedon cuatoju prevailing 
lew and les.-^ the nearer we apprtnurhtNl Oljina, tin* 
woroen wore ejctrcinoly nervotts at mir approuck, 
Jiaving teJdoiii or never seen Europeans. Tliev 
w’ouTil mall in all directions, fiiding their faeis'* in 
tJte long cotton shnwls wliii'h tliev' wore over their 
heads, and wcuild vaxunh like rabbits into their 
murj hovels, giving me the queer sense of being 
watehed by legions of eyes au wo rode through the 
rneikn hamre. There were many pul die oatiiig'liouses 
in this part of tiie world, with Chiueae painted ecteens 
to hide the customer seated Ijvliiiul Uiuin, and with 
gatir colonreil pirtnres on the walla. The Jeod was 
cooked in big eauldroiia in full view uf the puldio, and 
i ft'oe told that the re^taiinint-keepers, wjju ore 
Tungania (Chtn^ >]u«lems) usually liecome rirh, 
especially in one diatdet, where holh men and womon 
take all their tneula in public. jV.*! ii rule no puyir^ent 
is demanded until six monUjs haw elajMMi, and then 
mine host goes round to collect Iub debts, with tho 
not unconimoD result that greedy folk who have 
partaken too InvisJily of the twveii ihshes provided are 
obliged to sell tlieir property in order to pay up. 
Fuel is certainly a lujavy item for the poor, who use 
it only fur cooking and lu^t to heat r.lieir houses; 
tJierefurt'- llirse reataurouta, if used with discretiion, 
ought t<i make for ecoiioiriy, 

Onring this ioiLrmjy the weather hjs a rule was 
perfect ^frusli in the moruijig and evouiug, quite cold 
at night, and only during the middle of the day 
uncomfortably hot. 1 felt «« if I wen? on a riding* 
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t4>ur miW |}ii;nii' r^nihiniMl, no Iltt te uf the iliscotiiforl^ 
uf travel dtJ we ejrpnrieiiee. the supply question tx’ing 
easy oud our servunts doing their work with scarcely 
u bitoh. At niglit wr generally slept in the open ntr 
under our tnosquito nets, and when the full moon 
rode across tJjc heavens I woa often obliged to bjiudage 
my eyes to shut out the Jjrilliant l^lit. 

it was on our ntaitib Iietween f^ang-uju nndi 
Pinima that the desert, for once, fihow'od itself in an 
unnmiable mood. The morning was tine when wc left 
our coiufortahle tpiarter# in n Chinese iwuilTy hoiiw. 
and we soon ejiU>red the rt'giDn of ifand'iltuies, t/ur 
horses racing up and down them wdth mutdi spirit, 
though the looee sand nuide the going very Jicavy, 
We stopped a picturesque party of wayfarei* with 
their donkey iii order t;o photograph them, iuid gave 
tfiem money for tboir trouble- Tliey posed tliemaelvea 
anil their uninudn as toy hrother directed, but'when wo 
hnil finished they remarked that they had ex|H;cted to 
Uc shot, as they tuiagined the li jime ra to be some kind 
of lireannl Not imnatiirally 1 thought that tbiH was 
a joke on tiiciT part, but. later on wo passed a company 
of bvggats, uud my brother took a group consisting 
of a wild-looking woman lemling an ox and a man 
wearing a red huither sugar-loaf hat. t notti^ tlmt 
the latter clasped his hands in an attitude of entreaty 
he stood perfectly Enotionleas beside the anlmalt 
and when be received hts douceur he bunt into speech, 
saying with many oxclamations that he had verily 
beUeved that hJa laat hour had come. These iuiiidenta 
gave me a glimpse of the docile spirit of the race, 
and partly esphiiiied why the inlmbitantu of Chinese 
TurkfiStau have nejirly always l)een ruled by a 
Buccesnian of foreign mastera, Tfiey are small 
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cultivatorsiuiil petty aliopk««[«.'ra, taking fit da Lutiiryat 
in any tiling outaida tlioir iimnediato cittOe, and thdr 
life seema Ui destroy mitiativ#‘ anil mtk'pendi»noo, 
tiiUfl lanilcriiig the fnak of their Chmi^ mlcra easy. 

Tile nioming brecae that bJewr iu our faces aua 
pleasant onuugli at Jlrst, but gnutuiLlIy t.trniaii into 
a gale, wliidi raiaed the aanii in anch great clouda 
that the 3 iin and aky (rere obseutra] a'ith a ycltoiy 
hate. Ill apiio of my veil iwid Wui* goggles tie grit 
whipped my fW and eyes os we galloped oiir fasroat 
in onler to rettidt our deatiiwtion before matccra grew 
woi». The horees were much exritwl, lieing as 
anxious as wo iven* to escape from the whiHIng ^ond, 
a.uij it was atuioying when the groy broke looec from 
the rider who waa leading him and contereil oil until 
ire nnnrly lost s^hl of him in tile thick haxe. A 
couple of men did Uicir best to head him biu>k. while 
the rest of m waited, my cbestnot arreanilijg JemJly 
aiid plunging vioiontly in hk oagcniuM to join in the 
chase. The gray tjehaved in the mmal ptovoking 
inonnor of horsea on Uie Iixifsc, circling round and 
round^uai almost letting Iiiiusolf be caughtp and f.fiBii 
gaJtopfiig oH a ahoit ilutaiice laifore he returned to 
coijiiet witli the other homes. Finailv niv brother 
made a lucky wiateb at the trailing lialter, and off 
we went foster tlmn ever, noting with tliatikfulncji'i 
pofoi after potot a» Hiej loomed up out of the blinding 
dust. Suddenly n change occurred Lliat eoomed 
almoati like magic. We plungail into a (readiorderffd 
Jane witJi lielils of nuuze Atretoliiiig on ciiber Hide* 
wliile ovorln^ad tfic clear bftie aky deemed free itom 
everj parHcJo of dnut. I looked back at feh« whitliog 
jTslIow infejiio froin ivliicJi we liad cacajH^p and in a 
ew tniaiujea tfiankfuJJj diatnonoted in a large giirden 


'rttiMJunn the oksert to kj)OTaN:»3 


whii imgiLtIun cbnnncb tbmiigb which the water 
flowed with a faiut delicious spJiiiituiig. Here otir 
teats wows ia rvadiuesa, pitclir»d uiidar ahndy trees, 
and liot tea was hiotighl that aerved a double parpoae: 
for we found it a soothuig lotion for our aoro eyes 
as well ua gmtefuJ to our parched throuta. 

The ^vaggoua, which hod done this last siugu during 
the night, left again at Ats o'clock in tlie afternoon, 
as the horses would 1>e formi to do e double stage 
of some ihirfy miles, uidi no water obtainable un 
the road. But the anmmls bod had thirtceu hour?' 
roat an<l the going was good for the first part of the 
way, 80 we hoped they would be able to nuuu^;u it. 
We ouTacl^ were brouk tbe stage at' Ak Eungar, 
fiome foartoeti miles sway, and rest there for four 
hours before tinder taking tbe remainder of the 
niareb, which, we were told, was a continuous series 
of lofty (iond-dunes, Acconlingly, after our eTuaing 
meal wc mounted at seven o'clock, and leaving the 
little oasis, rode ofi under tbe full moon across su 
absolutely barren gravelly desert, Wb were told 
that some rears before our visit a governor of Kliotan 
hail placed posts at intervaJs along this stage, upon 
which lamps ivcie hung and ligliteU on dark nights. 
L'nluckily this tyenefactor, a ruru utuV among oflidlBk, 
failing to keep his fliiiuices in order, was dismissed 
from his post and was now dragging out a precanous 
existence in the Chinatown of Kushgar. 

We of coume stood in no need of hmtems, but in 
spite uf tile moonlight tbe desert Beemed rather eerie, 
and our homes, unaccustomed to night luarclies, were 
curiously nervous and suddenly shi&d at some dark 
moldi ng ja hajwv* that turtsed out u> he camels grazing 
on the scanty Umorisk scnil>, A little farther on 
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llisy woit> nt^rlj'id J)v H Eiirgtt dog, whictti we dta- 
turlHrd at itt^ meal on a rlrad osa. and here aiiil thera 
l-hfj mooii glciatUBii on Llio wLit^ boaeo o| dec^osiotl 
paclf-ajuiiui]» tJ:at lay Itciddo tJio tnu'k> I am not 
afllmmerl to confess that f sfioitld not have cacik] to 
ride this stage alone, and 1 did not wonder Lhar the 
peasants whom n-e passed driving laden dfmkcya were 
alwnyB in large parties. 

After It wliilc we came to a ruined potot. against 
(vhieh a rough post was leiudiig, and Icaml that this 
was the boundary' l>c tween the dwtricta of Knrgalik 
and Kbotuii. were iJierefoto In the Kingdom of 
.fade, and our hofses, having become tistd to tiietr 
novel experienoe, trotted iitong briskly in the keen 
night air, pricking tlieir taro aiid hastening wheuevnr 
they espied the retnains «f a dc9ert.wl aorai slmr]>ry 
silhouettod in the mooiiilight; for they were as anxious 
for their night'a rnsl as I waa. 

With the exception I have lucniioned there were 
tio potav to mark this puttjcuhur route, so 1 had not 
the pteafling eensatimi of knowing that two and a 
quarter tutias were uccouiptishcd flrhcnt:ver wv paased 
one, and was feeling oxtremoly eJeepy, when a black 
tuaaa of bmlding s(s!uif.(i lo rear up suddenly nliiuid 
of us. It was just upon midnight, and I was moat 
thankful to dismount and pass into a serai built of 
hewTi stone, tlio welcome cteanliruiss of its rooms boJtig 
due to the fact that practicully no one halted tJtorii, 
owing to the loch of water. Yet the fiiat sight that 
met my eyes was a man drawing up u bucket from a 
well by mcaiLs of a windlass * but Jafar Bai explaitted 
that the water was bitter tmil hannfnl to horses. 

The natives had given ua such jLlartnjng accoimle 
of the dilRcuItica of the hitter juirt of tJje stage tJuit, 
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tiTietl as we elJ were, we were altowe^E to tfleep for ouly 
four fiDuis, ADit it ueemetl to me if 1 bail tieziltT 
elotHKl niy e)’«i when Sjvltur roueed me. He brought 
A lighted fjandle by which 1 dressed; for my room 
bad DO window and ofieTiet! on to ihc publto couit^ 
yard, and a fat jjigeon. distiirlicd by the light, flopjjed 
down from tlie rafters and hnttenkl feebly round and 
round until 1 let it out, 

When w'c rode off in the oriap nlr of the early 
morning we were surprised to find that for aume 
miles abend of us the road lay acrot^ u gravnlly plain 
that tiiiulc cxcollerit going for LuRtoa baggage 
w'aggotts. Cloac to the sorat four huge viUturco were 
feeding uri the remains of a dead camel, and the 
loathsome birds were so gorged that on the approach 
uf oiir pivrty tliey eould only with dilliculty flap or 
hobble away far a few feet; t hey watohed ns until wo 
had passed and then returned to their interrupted 
meal, flow humble it must be for a dying animal 
to be riiiged aliout with birds biding their time, 
or even fastening on their prey before life ia extinct! 
Owing to the recent storm the atmospbero was un-> 
iisitally clear, ajiil w'c enjoyed the isomewhat' mno 
expericuca of seeing tJie lower slojies of the Kuen-ltut 
rtiiigo, the exLstomw of which was not even mentioned 
by Marco Polo, pcesumabtv on account of its inviai* 
bility, which la notorious, 

After a while wo rode among low aand-diinee 
curved and ribbed by the wind, and then crossed a 
high ridge Umt was more like a. low hill Uiati a dime 
and must have meant a stiff pull for even our live' 
horse tirabo^. tk'Iow its crest stood a couplo of 
woollen poaiA, uigiiifjTng that wo had reached the 
Imundaty of the famous Kajifar d/iirror or rigcon 
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SLriae, wliere dl giKirj )tos]finui mttut' dinjnotmt t<» 
approiacb the socied on foot. Thcio in the inidHC 
of the sand lay o gmvoyard nuirkiKl by poles on which 
hung flutU'iing mgn and bib of shecp^iii. ntid uitar 
b}' vra4 tv tiny mosque with fretted wooden door nod 
window and some tow liulldlngs, the roofs of winch 
w'oro crowfled with grey pigeons. ]><gend has it tliut 
imam Shakir Padshah, trying to i^nvert the Buddhist 
iniiabitunts of the countiy to lalani by the drastic 
agency of the sword, fell here in bid tie ngainst tlie 
army of Ktiotan and was Imdcd in the little cemeterr. 
It is ofiiiTiDod that, two doves Hew forth from tho 
heart of the dead saint and beciuue the ancestors 
of the swamia of aaored pigeons that we saw. Our 
atrival canned n stir among them and a great cloud 
Tose up, with a tremendoua whirring of wings, and 
some settled upon the moise that otir parly Qtmg 
upon tho ground as sn offering. 

The gnanlian of the shrine, in long lilno cost, and 
w'lntc turban, left his study of the Kgrati and, aucom- 
pomerl by his little scaj'lctH;liid daughter, hurried to 
tueei us. ,My brother ttskod them to attract their 
chaiges to tlio graveyard, whom he wiallfid to photo¬ 
graph them; but unluckily tha holy hints entirely 
declines! to W enticed in thot direction, paying no 
attention bi tho grain flung lavishly or to (lie voice 
of the trmUa, They merely wheeled rouml and round 
in leosening Hrcles until they deut^onded on to the 
roofs of the pigeon-houses ; for they were sated with 
the offerings of the Paithfal and attreniely fat. It. 
might be thought tliat these birds, which arc anp- 
poeed to eat their own weight dail)% would be a 
meimee to the crops of the neigh Imuriug Zawa oosia, 
but fortimately food ts so ahundAnt at home that 
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tfiej luinlly Ic^vo (fie vtcjaitv of (iir Bbrini^. TJjcy 
aw i'«;riuiiily highly favoured : for we ivore told ihal, 
if a howk were to vontore to atiULck them it w^oulil 
fall dowii dead in the lict ! 

We vtaited the ahudu fitted with flat ncrte of basket 
tvork, on many of ■whieh avrio fluffy yotlovr flinigliiigs. 
«nd beams were kid fieom athII to w'aH on wliieli the 
bittk could porch. Ah may Iw imagined, the smell 
and dirt dotenrd me from taking more tban a glance 
at this pigeon ganctnary ' lint our sen^oute hud no siuJi 
qUidnis, and prnbaldy felt that tlie longer they stayed 
tlie mure merit would iiccnie to them. Sir Aurel 
Stein shows that the legend about these pigeons k 
merely a %*imant. of Etmm Tskngk stpiy of the saciikI 
goldoti'fiAtrod rats, to whose burrowinjpt the pUgrim 
attributed the conical sand-dunos that tie round this 
spot. The province, so the imirative runs, n’as in¬ 
vaded by a fiarbimiui host titiAt (mcaniped close to 
the mounds tJirown up by the creatures, whoso aid 
the King of Kliotan invoked in hia despair. During 
tlie night a huge mt come to him in a vkion, promising 
him success, and on the marrow, wiien the nieu of 
Khotan fell ttpim the enemy, they gained fui easy 
victory, bci^aijite liie mid Imd gnawed the hamei^ of 
the honos, ilie fHHtetiings of the arniaiir and the 
bowstrings of the invudere. From that doy the 
iniracutous rodents were accorded Jiigii honour: a 
temple was erected in the midst of the dime«, in whirii 
sacrifice^ Avere o0ered to them and where all who 
passod by worehipped ami brought gifts, misfortunes 
falling upon those 'who noglected to do so. The 
pigeon has uoav taken ( he plucc of the rat of Buddhist 
legend in the minds of these pri mltivo people, with 
whom tnulittou dies linrd. 
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Wlien we left the ahrine we were prepared to rope 
with the ^giintic dan^ that we had been wamod to 
expect; but, cot fur the Sxut tiuiCr we grasped tJig 
inaccumoy of moat of the statemente nmde by the 
uatires, there being only two or lltree somewhat 
diiHctilc places for waggons. At tlte foot of the sandy 
waote in which the Maszar stood was a stretch of 
reed'Covered manhy ground, watered by n wide 
stream alive with water-fowl, beyond which flocks 
were gnudng. We oooc saw ahead of us the remark¬ 
ably lofty weeping-willows of Zawa, and fetched up 
finally at a small garden beyond the village, where wc 
found ouc tentfl ready pitchod under the trees and were 
all thankful for a good rest and a general tidying up, 
in anticipation of our entry into Kbotu on the 
morrow. 
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tWv ■ ftt> wtlnlti «if traflb mans Umit IstmiM al » mtUlit 

tiMwpamit kiiiit of hiiuIiIdf vlikik •«(, fniw pdvnMjr of iMiipmiP* 
Miwlljr Mil jMper. 'n»M* mwUM «» mIIhI by tbo muiw 
—BsnDtcir Cteia> IMii) A>tK 

To Mrs, Si. G««rK» Littleilafe iMflongs llic diatinctiott 
gf being tJjc flrtt EngliHl], if not Etiropejiu, wfoman to 
enter tlio town of Khoton. and I felt proud «t being 
the next to follow tu ber footatepo- We had travelled 
over three hundred miles from Kiuihgar to tiii» 
fdTtiieat citj’ in the Eaat of Chinese Turkestad^ and 
hiiDdreJe of tnilRi id desert ky between it and any 
place of importance in the CelcatiiU Empirt. A 
broad Bandy road shaded by treea led to the capital, 
broken only by the wide stony bed of the Karakash 
River, the three branohe» of which we forded with 
ease, Blniic much of the water had Insen drawn off 
for irngatioQ purpoaeB into a brood canal 

Kfian Sahib Bn<Irudin, the Bntijsh Agent, a fine- 
looking old matt ill a long coat of rich brocade and 
a snowy turban, met ua and, dismountiog from hia 
ahowy horse, conducted m to the uamd 
We weto told that he wielded great power in the 
city. Hfl was 90 frank and hearty that 1 took to 

* luiA Ia JI'H-iiAiliA urJAd* diOIKt 

fm# I* 
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Iiim Qji jJio epot, imd aft« running Uh' gnuntlx^t of 
ttie other reoeptioEn, u\* wtrre ccutd netted bjr tiini to 
Iiu newly built aiid dnboiately ornamented gardeu- 
hnuoe. During our tour wo luid Uje gof^d fortune 
to be quartered in three entirely new residences, 
which any traveller who knows the dirt luid sqnabr 
of the East wOl recogniso tis no an mil tioou, 

BadruJin's "garden," in comiiioti with all that I 
«aw, wiiH interwcictl with irrigatiun cliannele, hod no 
paths, and vns planted with « confused, I Ingrown 
luo&s of fruit trees, so crowdtHi togetiier that fik 
orchard pwaluced n very infiiffcrent crop. Kjowers 
are usually i-ouspicuous by their absonco in these 
pteosaunces, althongh one anme t irnes comets across 
miiiaa, oaceni and marigolds, but to me their redeem- 
ing fGacuie was the sAe/ttnj, and at JwhotoTi the 
opcji-tiir imrlour was a particularly large and hand- 
flooiB one, curtained round with luuKlin Uint ensuietl 
some privacy without excluding the air. 

The trees suntmuding it were the roosting-place of 
hundreds of snialJ birds, onii about five o*clixik every 
evaniug they would tvppear in a Iitrgc flwib and a 
fearful squabbling would ensue, caused, 1 imagined, 
hy their desire to take poiaessiou of one anolher’a pet 
tw igs. After half an hour they sett Jed dovvii, and only 
a few drowsy tuitrmiirH would l.»® heard as one bird 
of another luatle a sleepy remark- 

At Khotnn I was a nxi ous to replenish our butier- 
but few that no one will lieliove me when I say 
I hat ijje united efforts of five cows during two davs 
only resulted in u single pound of butter! There 
is no grariiig in those oAsaj. ntiij the animals arc 
allowed on the fields only when the crops have been 
gathered, their usual feed being a bundb of lucerne, 
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fres^h or rfrinj according to tile Sfoaon, n incagro 
dietary not condiiciv*!* to a plentiful auppiy of millc. 

M_v Itfuthcr, tut in oil toofns^ was busy in receiving 
and rotnrniiig official visita attd in settling coaes, aoimtt 
ol wMch Jjmi lietn in alteyance for yeiua. One of 
tliisie interested ine poiliciitiirEy. oa I va» brought 
into toiich with it in » way. It was concerned witii 
righlijjg a vddow wdiost) telativo wore trying to de¬ 
fraud licr of ptopertj that justJy belonged to her, mid 
the jjfwr sout waylaid mo os 1 was returning from a 
ride andi seizing tuy hand, Icissecl it repeatc^y, with 
loud lame!nlalione that went to my htwrt. When 
justice had tieen done, and she woe ceinstatod, the old 
lady PiuiiH to my brother to express her gmGtudc, 
which flhc evinced by kjaaing tlic tujm of Ins nding- 
voat> to his great critbarrassmrat. 

I had vieitote of my own, im Bodnidina thteo 
wives, accOmpaniL’d by Ida eldest son, wearing u suit 
of woulddws llritieb cut, ruHed u|>on itia. The chief 
wife was a honthamiu Afghan lady, her eyebrnwo 
painted with antimony in order to make thcin meet 
across httr forehimd, and as she spoke Persiati wc got 
on well together. Bhc had plenty of cliarur^tor, and 
itf was oviiicnt that she kept the other wives in due 
subjection. Despite the heat the ladies wore rich 
vnlvat jarvkoto and had gold or silver braid on tJto 
btima of their velvet hate, and long white shawls 
iihrottding them from head to foot. They enjoyed 
aotapling the cakes arid biscuits tliat 1 providod for 
tea, ojui liked seeing the cttiios that we hod Imught 
in the town. Homo ciunlnt jade Tnonkeys throwing 
them all into coa^nilaiunfi of laughter and must ofEect^ 
iialiy breaking the ice lie tween my viaiturs and myself. 

As a result I felt quite at home with titem when 1 
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wont next dny lo rotirru their call, me roly paH(qii|; 
iLmugti dnor in the wall nf our garden into thetm. 
irjjere I foniid them inzftalled in a jiliubli'y uid hoim* 
vejy difToreiit front iho gozftsvus edifice in whiVli we 
hiid OUT quiirtera, and uddnh I suspeetod wouJd 1>n 
enttreJy reaerved for the mm) of the bondohuld wlton 
we departed. Owing to tJm emigmtJon of tfjo men, 
the woincii, ae ni Kiishgor and Vnrlouid. are in great 
pie|)oitdcnuK‘e, and here, n« throughout CMneso 
Tnrhestan, the cheapneat* of inorriAge eocomrtige» fre¬ 
quent divorce and so lowers the status of the uives. 

Bui, on the Ollier luunl. tlie women mix freely 
wilh tlic iiieUt sell tlieir wares in the hazurs and 
piuctieully dbpense with the fai'O-veil. It may be 
that tie superior freedom enjoyed by the women of 
Khoton centiiriea ttg<t Ims Iwji handed down to t.liHir 
di<soendnnta. According to R^mueat, the Chinese 
wntcra remark again and again that the women 
mixed with the men even when atrungew were 
prcflctit, and rode like llie men on honws and rrameh). 
It U corioua to note that over a ihonsond years ago 
tie wmneu wore the long cciiita and trouaets and 
plaited their hair just aa tJiey do lit tlie present day, 
the Jiair of yaks' fails being used then as now to 
thicken and lengthen t.hei.4e tresses^ which ore a domed 
with gold or silvier toascla. 

Badrudiit rude out with us one morning to see 
Ilchi, as the inhabitanta call tiieir city, and 1 thought 
that the people lixiked a* sickly os iliaw of Varkatid, 
Goitre was voty prevalent , and there were, aloa, many 
idiota to ImJ seen, hotli the bodily and the mental 
oililotlonE. being probafily caused by fie liinitod 
supply of water, wltich is kept in tanks, ii sure 
method in the East of propagating disease. 
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Tlirw ywuB iK-fni® oitr rfejf n piirt of th€ 
pruicipsi baair hnd hcen destroyed Ijy Hre, and ottr 
JiMt had fost iimny aliops on this occtisinn ; but The 
visiutliiu w*M a hlesoiRg in diisgujfW!, for neat wooden 
JiUiiJw with wd^nuide shndcra had t]^n built in place 
of the fornjerdirtv, luitidv bootha. We were taken to 
Bfifl tilt' princijinl nioaqtics and abnn^. arehtlectunJly 
beneatlk nntk-c and ^1 very ahabliy in apjwuj'ance. 
and Wond the bszar wim Un? dianiftrided mud brick 
fort firectod by Yukiib Beg. tSepamtorl from the old 
nativo town wtt% the modem China-town, walicd in 
and Hominated by a fort, and on all aUea Btretched 
the woJl-waierod ooftLs. filaizo, bndoy, millet, buck- 
wiieat, rice, cotton, hemp, gropes, peuuhca, melons 
and mulltcrries wore grown in abundauee, while iJie 
nunilterTefta imgat ion chamiefa were pliuited wiUi 
(Ktphir^i anti wUInwa w'htcii serve aa fuel 

Khotan b famous for ju aUks and felts, ite rottou 
cJnth. carytots, foper and jade, but the motleni fliik 
iraqicte with tbcir aniline dyos are nnt. artistii', aiui 
the Few old uncA to he found commAiitj an rxutbitiuii 
price. In IlockhilJ’s Life of the Huddha there is a 
curioui JegenJ relating to the iniroduttiou of ttie ailk 
indmitr>' into the province. A king of Kiiotau 
married a Cliiinaa print>csfi, who wiohed to benefit 
the couniiy of her Bdoption by teach mg its inliabitanta 
liow to ntako ailk. She hod brought the eggs of the 
flilkwonu with her, conceojed in her luit. us cnie vereion 
haa it; but the Chinese mmistcre, wbo were deteimined 
thiit Cathay ahouid retain the monopoly of a lueratlve 
trade, told the credulous king that the tiamiJi^ wornts 
woojld tnm into venomoHS eerpents ntid ravage the 
lamb The nioDart^fa in a panic coniitiitndeil the 
rearing-liauae to be burnt down i but hb wife iminagct] 
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to WV4; some of tho caterpillnn, utKl litter on uppeorcd 
in boAUtiftil gaimptits wovnti from their eilk. Hor 
husband, rciali^ng ttmt tio hod been duped by tlu! 
^Tltmese. [epeutod of liiit fooJtRli md: and thence^ 
fortJi warmiy fnetei^ nn indnitiy that greatly con¬ 
tributed to the proapcrit'i'' of Ilia kingdom. 

Silic ift said to have hcoti made in China front rotnote 
itgea, for it ta teoorded that Ui the wife of on emiieror 
ftho reigned about St,AtO n.c. belongs the oredit 
of inventing the brnm ; but the secret was guardw.! so 
jealotwiy that centuriw pa«i!ied Ijcforc the induptry 
tot>fc root in Khoton and f^cnttioj Asiu. At the com- 
memrement of t.bc CfariistJiui ora raw aitic w*aa Utomllv 
worth ite Wflight in gold, and we read that the Enipcror 
Juarintati htitl a monopoly of the costly fltufi and set 
up wsaving-loQiris iu hia palace. The atniy goes thof 
he ji^muodiKi two reisTnn monVa to bring him the 
preiiious eggs from Cathay at tlie risk of tlieir lives, 
for death would have been the ponalty had the 
Cliauwe discovered f he cemteuts of the hollow hamW 
staff which they carried to Byaantiutn about A,i). dW. 
KJiotan is believed to lie the district from wtjirh those 
eg(P and the great silk industry of Kiuupe aclTuilly 
came, and only at the ph^nt day has it l>e(:n noeessoiy 
to procure a fivtRh supph* of the former from the Kasl 
to renew the origitial stock brought across the Je*eri. 
so many centuries ago, 

It was intarKsting to visit the ehtof silk factory of 
Kliotan, where thousands of pole yellow cocoons wen? 
beiug boiled in big cauLlrons, in dehaitco of the 
command of the Chitujsc princess, who said tliat .“iicb 
a prwcirrfing was a sin against the L’glit, and would be 
followed by a silkwomi famine duriug the following 
war. Beside these vata women were ikpiattiug who 
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iloftlv piukwi u tiiTvatl from cacb c'omjoh. unwiruliiig 
it until it Vfna ready to l>c liand^i! uti to otJier women 
Bitting btretdo primitiTO Jtpinning-wheel*, who wounil 
the tiirea«ii oJT upon a upooL From Binall fco!* the 
Ahining lu'tk was tvounil oti to large ones, atid finally 
it was hung itp in thick hanks of lieUeiou* creamy 
colour, rcatiy ftirtf export. The onttve -woven silk 14 
roaiaj* in texture nnd liull when rompared with that 
produced from European hram*. but when dyod with 
deep vegetable colourings it has on indesenhahly rich 
HppoaTonoe, and much oE it is exported to Indin. 

Fu b t he Chinese name for ja<le or nephrite, ond 
Yu-tiou or Khoton signifies Kingdom of .fnde j Uiem- 
fore I was? uaturally anxious to obtain all the infoniui' 
tifin I could about this stone, which is valued above all 
ofchem in Chinn and i* even spoken of a* “ the qiunt- 
easenco ol ifoiiven and Earth,'* ■ The jade of KJiotnn 
has iHKii IcDOwn to tlic Chinese for over two thousand 
ycni*. IWtuusat [joints out that tliere are tefomnees 
to it as fat back as HO U.C„ and it waa often sent as 
tribute from the rulers of the province to the Empeior 
of China, 

Uno Chineae author convpatiifl a wiw iiuiu to jude. 
aQlnning that Imtli have fi,ve of the aaanc good qualities, 
and anni Ju'r talks of the diflcrent roloura of the st^ino. 
saying it is red as the comb ol a isock, yellDw as a 
cooked ehestnut, and so on. Again, a third writer 
affinn* tlinl it gives forth light and u perfamo, and 
othats spoah of its weight and of the way in which it 
can Le imitated and how easily it can lie dyed. 

In popular belief the ,lade River was jtepamted 
into three bmnehes that carried down the wlute, 
black and green varieties reHiHSctivdy from the mines 
aitmjted at its aouice; and tn bygone daya the Kng 
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r>f Klintan lutfd to itiaiignmlt* ihe “ .fode ITarveat," 
or season of the year when his subiect* liegan to {kli 
iti tJiff strcama fur (Jie precioun (itone, Thw heautifit] 
nunejnl in foimtl in vein# running ihnuugfi tocIcb of 
Bcfiiot or gneiss. And is of almost even’ ahxide of tvliite, 
grt^. green, yellow, or LLick. l4ti] the revent 
fevolnlion it whs wont profuttely tty the [oyalties 
and their ■.‘ouitiera, and waa buried witli iJie dead 
in the fomi of bracoteta and ftinulefs. u varveii Jtowl, 
Hcreen or goblet Iteing a t'ljoiwt gift for the Kmperor 
to Mud to a ruling sovorcip, in which connoctiou u 
jrtde acreen presented to Queen Victoria wfw valued 
at £3fH),00(> by Bugfidt esperla, 

BaiTnulitt took ite iiiio the town to see the jiuJi; 
workera litming cup« on lathes atui polishing them 
bj meAus of soiicl. On the gmiuul Jay some am alt dull 
green boulder?, the atone in its mw kate, and 1 wna 
told tJmt, had t,l>ey been white flcrkcd with green, 
Hiey would have fetched between two and thiec 
hundred poundu aptw!®. After the white, the yellow 
IS the nuflt faigiily prijsed, and iJicn comes the green ^|od 
IjwtJy ihe black, for which the famous cenotaph of 
rauieilane at Baniarkuiid is renowned. But alas, 
amce llie revolutitm the toyaj stone is no longer 
fiopulnr in CJhina, and the export to I’eking has 
pmcMy ceased. To cuuuteri.dance this thei^ is 
0 . sniall demaad for it in fnd.in, whore it is bought by 
the Brituh: but so low has the imlustiy fallen that 
tiiy brolhor and I istulil not procure iiearlr as motir 
cops as we wished, fhe Ijcst that we found were a 
transp^it black speckled with moss greon, most 
beautiful when held up to the light; but only four 
of these goblets could 1m; bought, and the rest iif our 
purehasea were in an attmetive dull reseda green 
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iliiii retuinrleil iij& af fien^wAi^r iu ite tranjslucont 
rfelicacjr. 

Ono djiy we roUe out to Litspeck Uip o]ii ffwie pits 
sevtiiiaLl milos (hj the eiiat of I he rity. Badradin 
suppljitig us witJi horses, as our own Always ejijoyed 
a woll-onmed rest whoneyor we boJtcd. Ho and his 
sou escorted us through the Oasis to the hnutd stotio- 
strewn bed of tJie ViiruTigkiish or White Jade lliver, 
n hich wo oaa ily forded Wo then trotted and canterwl 
along sandy pntlis [lOtweeti tho liigh mod wails of 
foitiillesB gardens. Our goal was a wide tract 
formerly a rivor-bed, now a sorios of pita ringed with 
liouldecs, the leault of di^ng for jiwte during the 
('eutiiiiea. The sund-dunes of the great desert Iiad 
cnept to tiho edge of the masses of rubble, among 
wiiich our horses paiuiully sttiuihled as we esamined 
tfie so'Callod minefl, hoiEs ahaut a do;:en te«t. in depth. 
It is At that distance from the stirfaee that the blocks 
of jade 'waaliod down in bygone days are to be found, 
the Jade (jlffainwi from t]*e mines being soft and 
inferior in cjuality. Few tiiids of value um made 
nowadays, and alt good pieces are sent direct to 
Peking, the Khutan craftsmeu being unalile to 
execute the earring for whicli the Ciiinese are famous, 
The glory of Khoton was its jade, and it was mring 
to ibn high cstfUim in which the f ^ hirtes e held this 
stone that we hear so much ulmur the prqvinue 
from rhe early pilgrims and travelleis, 

Wlien tbe Chinese traveJlere Fa-hien and iJiumt 
Tsiatig visited tiie province, in the fifth and seventh 
reutiiries respectively, there were many towns in the 
kingilom which are now buried beneath tJic desert 
Band, and according to the accotmta of both pilgrims 
there w'ere a liundrod Huddhlst monasteries in die 
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0«isia. It appctire that tlic Khotank weto not wliolc- 
licartcd folioweni of tiie Jiloator, for ti‘e hoar Usaf Llji* 
AiUiarcnte to Buddhiatu wtsn» vuilently persecuted 
towimk the eiui of tho ninth oenttijy-, by thoese tii&t 
worshipped apirJte; bui, the religion lingoivd on lUitil 
it was finally extmgnLclied by fsJnni, whirh swept like 
a great wave through Chinese Tirrkoatan. 

(in tlic day that we loft Mehi wr mude a tU/our 
in ordur to visit the site of Yotbnn. which was the 
eapitnJ of the province a rJiouaand ^*eafs ago. Old 
B:tdmdtn led ns n JtigKag nomse round tow*walled 
fields, anil after four or five miles jmnotmwd that 
wo had rebelled our goal. We tJieii dismounted and 
scrambled down a muddy slope on to ti stmtcii of 
C!iilr.i\Tited ground at tlio foot of a low rfifT. Tliis 
latent had l>een cut through by a ywr, or ravine 
Created by the action of the water wLinli had escaped 
from ait tTngarian canidi and fiiLj y(ir mveaJed bits 
of gold aniJ d<56rj# of all kinds on its Itonks. Sir Auiel 
Stein, who Itegan his famaiis excavations wit!! the 
inveatigation of this fdto, points oin that without t his 
fortunate accident fhe city so often mentioni^l in 
the Lhincae iinnals migJit never have Iwen discovered. 
The iuhabitants of the village olose by iinmediately 
began to dig for trcaatue, washing the cartih fnr goW, 
and by their efforts tlie fielil* had t>w*n towered sevnml 
fcet, Ikecause the strata enutainiog the finds wore 
some thittcon fifot bonDath the surface. Sir Aurel 
Stoin discovered no romaiiui of biiilditigs, but was 
noti surprised at this, for mud bricks cnimblo awav 
in the course of centuries; and it also ocourred to 
me that porhajia (he peasontn may follow the <TUJ!t<iin 
of the Peisijin cultivator, who uses tho fH(^ri 9 of rninfl 
as a dieastng for hie cropi*. Alorcover, aa rha llclda 
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ipnp on tho silo of VotliuiD were inigatod, the action 
of the ivjitot would soon djiitntcgmte njiy building 
c*oiist:ructcd of smulriod bricks. The fact. iJiat tie 
»oil li«» to-duv some nine to twenty feet above the 
old copitoJ w duo to tLo system of irtjgetion : for 
the water let in over iho Goltlo cimeo muck ailt 
with it. The roads throughout nil the oases in 
Turkestiin are from lids cause much lower Hum the 
fields, while tlio cemeteries, not being cultivated, ore 
At about tho eome level us the loiida. 

Bstiriiiliu told us the cunent |i^t» nd that Totlom 
hrul been destroycnl by u great flood which over- 
wtiehiiefl t>uih tho city ami ita inhabitaiua, but 
Hir Aurel Stoin shows this theory t-o bo uotejiahlo, 
ultliuugli he upparenlly ofFcte no other to nccouni 
for the <lesertiion of wlmt was ttn iuiportaut dty 
ten cento riua agti. 

Our host ahoived us various mterestitig abjocts 
fnimd on the npnt, a tjoauriful U;rra-ootta vase ivitti 
a Biiiidka cm cither side being the chief, together 
with tiny term-cotta iigurines and a wliite jade ring. 

I w'a.4 told that tho Cliinese archers these rings 
on their little fiagem to keep thorn from being cut 
when they twang thoir bows. Sir Aurel Stein bouglit 
a liny monkey made of gold, and says that there is 
stUJ A aniaJi but pmhtable yield of the precious moUl 
in the form of gold-leaf, which was used extensively 
to decorate the Buddhist teruplaa and atatues. 
Fa-hicii mentioiui tJie splendour of iliese ahrinoe and 
their attendant mouaiiterica in the fUtJi centucy, aud 
Jferuusat gives details of the gorgeems cemmouial 
worship, 

When we left. Votkau we rode t<' Zikwa, wlwrv we 
in antlcijcation of the night maioh acrooa 
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tlie desert to tJie ^.n*i of At LiiigHr, fit npite of 
aur prolvBtA^ ^lemuf old SaUrtuJiD inaistted on nrrcom* 
punying us thus far on onr honteu'nFd whv, and it wns 
not til] hnff.paat eight that night timt uHth sincere 
reg^t we good-bye to hinu 'Fhe moon, now 
in its tliijd <]iiMtter, not riaon, and our Into host 
did tui a finni good oiTice by sending hie hodv^aervant 
abend of our p^y, carr^'ing a fittJe nativu Initlp of 
clasiiir design with two wicks hanging from its spoil 1. 
FJe proved a most useful torch-Ijearcr, for tin? dark¬ 
ness iindor tlie trees of the oasie seemefl uiipeiietfaide 
at fi^t, and lie pointed out the many fimalJ bridges 
and irrigation channels over which onr hom^ might 
have come to grief in the aJJ-pervading glwim. Time 
ftod again the feeble liglit weirinl about to be ejr- 
tlnguished by the breeze, but it held out until we 
were free of the village, and we w'ere tlirn put in 
ehaigo of a Chineae rumicr who waa to \w onr guide 
across the sand-dunes. The British ,4gout'8 trusty 
Jienchman now dismounted, tdsaed my brother's 
knee in token of farewell and, to my ostonuibmeiii, 
actually weyg, though 1 cynically relloeted that this 
ernoiioit must bo dm> rather 1.0 the aniouut of 
fits jKMirbaire than to afrecllun for the British (k>n»ut. 
Half an hour fator the moon cast a faint gleam 
across the desert, and we walked imr homes in the 
truck of the tall, win- ^itJe who kept ahead of 
R9 111 ! th& time* now and tlim bmUfmg into a run 
whfm he reached the creat of a diino or demand I ng it 
with great leap?. Our homes corlatnly walked at tlie 
tato of four miles an hour on an average, but the 
yu-yiVA did the ten miles to the serai without turning 
a liair and arrived in lietter condition than I did. I 
had had a fatiguing day; for there is ntwnyit much 
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t* do when fiattitig off agfun ufuir a longiAlt halt, aiid, 
r<»imfjng the dii^tajice to and from A’otkan, I had 
ridfitiu nearly forty niitos. This in itaerlf was nothing, 
as I lovtsd being in the saddle ; but it was tt^dng to 
sot off tm 11 ,v.r0rtJ march at the hour when I was 
iisuailr making ready for bc(K and I felt grateful to 
the pun* tonic air of the doaort Umt made me fed 
as fit as ever on die morrow, 

Ehivuig retraced out stops to Yarkand, we made a 
d^ttur by way of Merket, my brolijer b eing aurdous 
to see Lhiir part of the couaitry and to flh<»ot some of 
the pheasants named after Slinw. Wo and our horses 
were again punted across the main ntraain of the 
river, and then had to ride warily, following dehned 
(racks in order to escape tJu* dangerous quiuksands, 
and when we forded branches of the stream we avoided 
places where stakes protruding from the water warned 
us of holes or traacborous samia. It wait raiJier a 
relief to ctamt>er out upon the Joesa liiinks of Gic 
river, from whieh we had picturesque glimpses of 
sandy isbts on which duck and waicr-Lirds wen* 
feeding, niid 1 nimeinhcr the delicious perfume of 
the melons that were laid out to dry in a field close 
to out eucampmonf: for the night. 

ft was mid-October when we reacherl Merket, and 
my brother, who had had many disappmulmenta as 
to tho duck-shooting he had been promiaod, felt his 
ho|)es revive as the natives spoke of a hike some 
four miles off which simply teemi^d with w'uter-fowl. 

I suppose it is mbnid tn Orientals to aay what they 
think will please a superior; the peasants at all eventa 
were seemingly uueunearned as to whether tlieir 
Statements were aocuiate or not.. On this occasion, 
for example, the so-called lake fumed out to he a 
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enuill nmidi dried up by tbe dumnu^r bisaU md witli 
never A aign of biid-lifo among its witli^ nwlieii. 
Tliia waa nitUor a blow: but. on making enquiry 
about guiuo lit n prtjfljwtouS'looking villngB lltnf lay 
outside one of the wide lielto of etimtod tnees tliroitgli 
whioh thfi Bendy road led. we heard thnt the jungle 
was BWiiimiiig with jihoHBauiBi A party of boatora 
was improvised on the spot, mill my brother went off 
full of hope, while I rode slowly on with old Ja/af 
Bai anil tho one-Ieggtitl iliiidu trader, having agreed 
to halt for ytir mid-day nieuI a eotiple of miles fiirthet 
on. And new the Hindu began to play the well- 
known game of dangling a luio lieforo the European, 
the bait b my cofMj Iwiug water, lie profeased that 
he knew every iimb of the road oiut tiiat a refreAliing 
stream was dose at hand; but, wlion wr? Imd ridden 
conaiderubly farther Hum the stipulated distance, I 
revolted, and stoppiug in the lihade of the trees 
ordered liiuch to be served os soon 06 Snttur and his 
iNOjEMJ arrived. Ilaidly had 1 linkhecl when the sports 
ing party cantered up with the dUheatioumg news 
that they had not eeen a singlo pheasant. It was a 
day of dmappuintuiGntB; for. aa we ivere riding into 
<?amp, a servant rushed itp with tint nows that wiW- 
dnek were in obundaui'e on a lake near which we had 
possod. liopo again revived, and off my broth er went, 
but, OB iibuaI, after a fnto Mar^m. This day is a 
sample of many. During our halt at Alerkoi my 
brother shot only two or three of the Shaw pheasants, 
and lie hod no luck when he rede off at five o'clock 
in the morning to watch tlic great hunting eag!» 
bring down garjGlIe, although tlioy mode successful 
flights at hares. Probably the scarcity of pmo is 
owing to the fact limt Che country compamUvely 
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thfckly populntcd <md well-tsultivate«l, and that many 
of ttip pcassuta are eportifiiiru and Iiavc no acmptes 
an t<i close sejtsonn. 

JuBt itiiUiidi) tho village my Ivfother wiw met by 
an old groyljeattJ who sultited. in iiiilitoiy'. style, and 
it turned out that he had been lonuoily in » 
Fanjabi regiment, and had been eent into TutkeetAO 
with letters for t)u)g]«iah, whose murder rewMmdcd 
through CentfiiJ Aeia a gcnomtioji ago* 

Merket. is interesting »us being iJu* hoint^ of the 
Dohuiie, eupptwed to be KirgljrjE who sctiLlcd uti the 
land a couple of eenturUsa ago when tlia Kalmucks 
rnlcd the pcuvTJiee* These people are reraarkabte ns 
being MofllcraB who mist freely with their women, the 
latter going about unveiled, and eating, dancing and 
singing with the men fit entertainments whioli often 
last the wlioie night long. They huvp is great re¬ 
putation as singers, ami one mornbig we were lavoured 
with M perfonuaniMJ. the songster being a toil gray- 
lienrd clad in a long red robe nint a (iheejaJkin cap. 
lie Ijcat on u tamboiiiiao-lilte initrument, throwing 
his licad into the air imrl eniitring tremendouidy long- 
drown liotes nnd then Uking breath in diicp gasps, 
much a» the Germans sing their Liedvr in Luthcron 
churches. His songs seenied full of tepetitioti. he 
made fearful grimace#, and os be yelled at the top 
of his voice, 1 wu# not surprised timt after a while 
he became hoaree. His companiau played a n/jUih, a 
oiringed inutrumcnt much like a mandoline, the 
plectrnm being a bit of wtjod. and crowd# of 
\ n‘11it£H in gatherod to hear the pcrforniaiioe, to w'hich 
they lieieiied in onraptured silence; for we were 
told that Ihe ainger was renowutMl throughout the 
district. 
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lftikh(ir iUrnwl kindly tniriiiliitcd lor uio iwo o£ 
hid aoQgiti which run folloivu : 

Jf I **y iJjitt t WQ « MnliiEiwIttn (tmJ <lo not k®«P cwRUiMtiil* 
I ««oiip« puninhoMWt ^ ■>'' I*’^ ^ grave t 

}fi* yotWii tfiri* will at my Adding* . . , , 

Iiiive Jilarkeiwd Ikoir nyubtawi* with hM «ni retnw to bow 
Jowti beforo Ute yuiitha. 

Tlio otfCoijd lit tijp tuuicQt of a love*fiick niiiifle'ii. 


I 

Oh, (t»y t)clcvo(i. Irwh «>|otnod m 

I atitTun iheo to the keeping of Allah WJtU wo (iwwt egain. 


2 

Oiu that 1 '’oulJ »Wo to At»[i on ntf white how ii«wIyM.hoif, 
Or rouirt BSO th». niy lorti wiJkiti|| he«d* thr nver. 


3 

[ «oi fMbte ai ft niiili, 1 am in the |>owftr of n giAOt • 

I aV- liight nod ttm fatEcJ ii> Uiiak iif th w alJ day long. 

i 

Ahik, itiy loVe hiu* gen" faom nn* iu niiger uiul how sJinlt 1 ptHH-imdo 

lutii to fDrpve rtii f -j. . 

I will pbe# tea ' hefote him and tij ^lanefng and owiunK X will 
Kiokfi my pdftoe with him. 

The Merket baiter waa oWt vf the ptmrest fnul 
iiio«t stjuitlid f hitd seen in iJie coutbc of my travels, 
and t^tta in cttiionu onutmat t« the apparont pros* 
jxjrity of tlio Urge oasis. Tli« uiliabitantfl, who 
hovered about our camp all day long, wcrtj cert^nly 
of ti lawer tyi» tli&n the ordiwm* villagera of CbinMo 
TarkeiitaDf but ad far as 1 could judge they did not 
inexit ^bo scathing condeniiiattoo of one wwtet, who 
gaya: Theso people are in tbo most backward state 
of hutnan intelligeiwe that it b poseiblo to imagine 
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human beini^s to tia cnpahle of. In phjBii^ strength 
and stature thcj are poiLaps the most nuserabto 
objects on the jaco of tihe earth, Imt tthcir social 
position U still more deploralile . . /' 

^Vh(m we left Merimt we plunged into sand coTered 
with low tAirLAriflk scrol] JttifT tho iogfirak tree, pt^ulwi 
heitrorjihyUtis, peculiar, I undewitand, to Chinese 
Turtrestan, which looks like a cross l>etween. the 
wiilou' and tlie poplar. When this tree is quite 
young all iJic leaves are pinnated, like those of the 
willow 1 n1 an older stage the upper part liaa the 
poplar Itsaf, and when it is full-growu there is no 
trace of the narrow willow^liko leaf, which has 
dropiwd off. It was now niid^Octobor and the 
foliage was a brilliant gold, hri^t as the trees in a 
f'anudiaa foil, but without the damlng scarlets of the 
maple and oak of the Domimon, 

AVe and otu belongings liad to ctosn the Yarkand 
River agoiu in one of the clumsy fenj-ljoato, and the 
vigorous-looking Ixiat-inan was obliged to make such 
Herculean efforts to pole his unwieldy craft round 
that 1 was not surprised to leom that men of his 
callhig contract heart complaint from the Btcnin. 

Tho ferry man’s wife, a handsome young woman, 
charmingly olad in a min bow-striped coat and s green 
velvet gohl-cmbroidered cap, watched her husband's 
pregroi^. and T was tokl that she w'as h Duloni. 
Dertamly she looked a credit to her tribe,as she strolled 
about unconcemetUy among the uicn, with many of 
whom she exchanged greetings. Her hare fret were 
thrust into tlio ovezahoes that all wear over the long 
riding'boots, and her big silver earring? added to the 
picturcsquenciifl of hot appearanws, I was seated on 
a felt bti^ido a table heap^ with grapes and melons, 

It 
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af ii ) fttwiWl at )i<tr OB aliA gnuluallv cdgtKl up to rac 
OD ptvtiinuo of ftiuking the oti ifie fruit. Sh(-> bold 
hor pretf'j little bof by the hiuid, the cbiitl nil too 
wgi fiily dad in n padded red coat and fur rap^ and 
a nnuiU gift ururaaled her Upa, ptitlmg ua on sudi 
friendly tcrmii that die ww» delighted to be photo¬ 
graph^ by the fiiat European wonuui die hod ever 
aeon. 

And no nr we tumcil our i>acka on the Yarkand 
River and were piloted aeroaa sandy traolm and rode 
through barren spaces dutiicd with tnnuiruth, towardfl 
the diuee of a strip of desert, llie Itioao sand of 
which made the going heavy for our horses. The 
sun JM-Til!: at half*past dve and, as is usual in 
the East, there was hardly any twilight, but by the 
waning moonlighfi we coufrl see the track as wc 
plodded along, our horses snorting siispiciaosly and 
stoTtiug at isolated tamiLdsk bushes or stunted toffkrak 
trees. At lost wc sunnouiited a dune and saw ifeJow 
us a deserted mud building and the gleam of a poo) 
of water, indicullug the goal of our mar ch ^ I’o me 
ihcre was sotnetluug cuHoiisly eerie in the seen a; for 
the mooidighi cast strange shadows, and the desert 
seemed as if it were listcniRg for I knew not what, 
renmiding mo of Meredith’s lines; 

I turi^lilMKir Ibr bt vUItJia 
^ oIdip tbM my woMm-t 

£k imif ufcpd frrp i|iiiHlP muIrKf 
Ti> JmlP from tfn4 mic! 

UTie s<?rvantB imd hotiseB i^ad disappeared toand tho 
rumed refltrhotiae, Bud I liad n quirar aenffi tluit ihm|pi 
eeldom l>y merial eyes would have n^veaJ^d 
themaelveu had I been (jujto niemas i remeinl>er 
atrolling up to a larghch teghraJe tree^ under* which 
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a little teikt wb« to bo pitched lor me, and wliat 
perhaps ft big rat ran doftn the bark wiUi is- 
cradiUe apC'Cit ftod aoemed to vantdli, and later on, aa 
my hrntiier ftnct I nnlkcd back fOong the mad to 
lurtcn ior the mapa wiiicii was to bring Sattiir and 
our evening mea!, aonu! craatuee, proluibty a fox, 
tioieele^dy raahed poat ua like a giving tlie 
impieauan of bouig a ab^ow rather than anything 
mutonnl, 

The water Here was brown and letter and smelt 
ao (liBagroeably that neitlier we nor our animola coold 
ifuenrh our Uumt. When iUe waggons i-amo uj» they 
made only u abort halt and went on at 2 xu., and 
we ourscIvoB followed soon after, an w® were oiiKious 
to w*ater our lija&see, not to mention our owit thirst. 

The iihumI early morning bioiire ebanged to a wind 
that blew up cloud® of ound i thomfore we ptiolied 
forward as f^t oa we could, in case a mol sandskum 
nhouJd overtake ua. This port ijiular tract of desert is 
colled ATirrerittrm or Block Sand,and 1 imagined that the 
name must Iw aome kind of native joke, as the sand 
waa particularly white. We rod© on hour after hour 
and were thankful fionlly to modi a aerai, before wJimh 
stood a trough full of water. My chestnut was so 
impatient to quench his thirst that ho kicked my ankle 
as I dismoiintod, presumably to hasten my move- 
inente. Re was always a bad-tempered adtmd— 
Shaitan (Satan) the grooms called him—snapping wi^ 
his cam laid lioek at any human being or anij:^ within 
reach; but in spit© of Ihut he was my favoimte on t he 
tnorch^ as none of uor other horses could rival his 
elastic walk and rosy canter, I was thankful tlwr. be 
had not started kicking earlier in our acquainttuice; 
for on flveiy aobsequenh ixwjosioii that I rode him he 
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loaltfid oat at me a# I Rlippcd from tho saddle, and lo 
onkr to save mi' bom a liroloen ankle my brother 
‘waa obliged to hold iip hia fore-leg; ao per/otoe t 
changed to another moimt. 

Tliere are many odvontugea in trarellmg officially, 
transport and supply being thus made ea^, but never 
Monti had roads and bridgoa lieen mondod in boDour 
of our arcivaJ, oa was the case in the Merlcct distdot. 
Tlie highway w&a dotted at intervals with parties of 
peusanta who were piUng earth over the many holes 
in the bridges, and driving rows of stakes into the 
ground along the icrigatiott channels where the road 
had broken away, These stakei would then be 
padded with {naizc-beats, reeds or tamarisk ticriib, 
aud plastered over with thick tumps of wot mud. 
This method of road-maldng, whleh pro vails through' 
out Cbincso Turkestan, is by no means an ideal one, 
for when the earth and pudding fall away the poinfa 
of the props stick out in a maimer most dangerous 
to horses if going nt any pace. 

'fhe glorious wcatiicr we had hail on the whole 
was now changing, and, after a so violent that 
our iculs ttiat night Becmed to lie in danger every 
moment, we iMScame aware of tho upproaob of winter. 
I'hc sun hod vaukhci], a grey veil lay over the hmd> 
scape,aud there washlaot frost in the air. The villagere 
hud domied thdr padded red, black or bine long 
winter coats, those of the women being often striped 
in many colours, and all wore their pork-pie iiata of 
velvet or cloth edged witli fur or Bhcepskin and looked 
cold and miserable, Jafax Hai amused us by pointing 
out a shady spot where we could eat our mid-day 
lunch, witli Ilia usual fanuula, “Here you will find 
aheltar from the sun,” oltliough he himsnlf hod told 
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IJA that it wiis now tlii? aeaiiaii of thti Bionus Lluit 
horald in the wioten 

Octobat iJO wfts |;hti id^ or festiviJ to commemor' 
ate MU.’iifico of Itkmuel bjT AbmliRm (so iJie 
Koran Las it, i^uite ignoring the feaac of the Bible)* 
and OUT serToata wen nnturatty eager to arrive at 
KasLgar on the pnvioua evening* the id being on 
occosLon of feasting as well as of prayer in the mosqties* 

As TLsmU we snUcivd. from the vague ideas of the 
natives oonjoerning diattmcea, and iheeo-callvd twenty- 
inilo ride, iliat was U> bring ns within easy roach 
of Kashgar, dragged out to a thirty'-oiile marub* 
which, to mo at all oven la, was peo uliari y drsaiy. 
It lay along sandy tracks crossing great stretches 
of crumbting sfdt-enmisted soil, with here and then 
& foed^ooveied lake or swamp that altematod with 
strips of cultivation. Thn grey mist hung round 
us, hiding viQages and tmus until we aniv^ quite 
close to them, and seeming tto enclose us hi a ghostly 
world with a curiously depreasing atmosphere of its 
own. I felt as if we were in one of hlaeieriinck’s 
plays, BO lieavdy did a sense of impending disoBter 
weigh upon me, in spite of vigorous sinigglca on the 
part‘ of my contmon-sense. Xo misfortune overtook 
us save that the servants were deprived of the eve 
of their festival; for my brother decreed that, uf or 
no id, we should holt for the night by a broad canal 
running pamllcl with the Kiail Su. it was well that 
he did so; for all our hoises wiere tired out, and 
uest day, even with tlie srimuliis of their homes 
ahead of them, they could scaroely manage the twenty 
miJ^ that lay between our last comp and Kashgar. 
Delightful as our tour bad been, it was very pleasant 
to he in a clean, well-built house onoo more, and to 
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bo welcomed eflurivety hy BioUbi and Brciwnie. 1 wiw 
f hanklul to sec them both in good condition, as well 
aa the itweet little desert htfk in lie round cage. 

with its nilk flnft jade, Ibe di^aeri, and the 
Yarkand lliver, receded bto the bm:kground ; for in 
about aix weeks’ time wo should be leaving Kaahgjir 
for good, and setting our faces towaids Europe and 
homo. 

Ladeed. 1 was not altogether aorry, for at fhst 
after our rotum Eushgar, enveloped in a frosty grey 
inlslr, wag gunlcss uud oohl, and the revel of colour 
that the Kashguris had displayed in their gamiento 
daring the summer had gone, fortunately in this 
part of the u-orld Uiu winter is aiiori; for the 
houses are not designed to keeji out tlic cold, and 
tho people are too poor to heat them, fuel la so 
dear thiit- it is use<i only for cooking, and duriiig 
the day the natives mmally sti huddled up in 
Bhidtered spots and bask in the sunsMue, which 
luckily does not foil them for long nt a time, from 
December 22 to the beginning of Februaiy is culled 
tho “forty Days of the Great Cold,** and it b 
followed by tho " Little Cold/’ which lasts about 
twenty days. It has eometimes hap{amcd, when a 
wind blew dtuiag the " Great Cold,” that jjeasants 
coniing in to market on their donkeys have Ijeen 
frozen to death. In consequence of Giia the CMunsc 
have passed a law that, if any one demands shelter 
at u house durii^ this period and dira because the 
door is shut against him, the inhospitable owner of 
that bouse is to he tried for murder. 

We had enjoyed the very beat of the year, oitd 
were fortunate to leave without seeing Kashgar at 
its wamt, graphically described by Lord Dunmuro, 
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ditis: li u ait defiaUte, dtrlry otul tmioteieHtiag 

iooinitg a city as cod poasibly Iw imagiiied ... a 
senes of yawning ab^’ssea ; rootb full of gaping 
olnuaiK . > . tumbledawn mud oboolote mud 

oemeteriea, , , . [TJic town isj eJwaya either *wim- 
niing in mud or emothoied in dust, and what offends 
the eye etdil more ia the one uniform mchincholy tint 
of di^ drab that penradea the whole picture. , . 

To mo it wiU always mmatn & most piotufes<];ue 
and interesting place, embowrered in foliage, sur* 
rounded by water and gilded by sunahine, while 
its brilliantly clad, pleaaant • mannered inhabitants 
greatly contcibutod to its chann. 

fiyr George Macurtney arrived in November and 
WB again started of! through Central Asia and 
Northern Earopc, reaching home about a in oath 
later, whm the War, with iU tugenteloimit upon every 
man and woman, took possession of our though (n and 
energies. But I shall never forget the wonderful 
aubseta of Kashgar seen through a haze of gold, or 
the gloriona dome of Muztagb Ata, the inunense 
sweep of the desert over which the moon and stars 
hung like tamps tn a sky of sapphire velvet, and the 
friendly races, Turld or Kirghiz, who added so greatly 
to the pleasure of my last cg^encnce of the Open 
Hoad, 
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CHAPTER XU 

TtfK OKOOttAFiiy^ GOVEBNVeNT AND CDSdNESCB OF 
CaiNBS£ TimKESTAN 

U Tnrbsiwt «* poiv Ub Utittoit tuu pa^tkn nmU^iqu* «t im 

HtCfLEkiiit tlAbonc^ four ]'Ar{«tihit«dii m^aduimr nu tmuTU ploA 
du plftm dip|nnibli» dwi Im %^IUi (Ma/iSr CToft toiil liiiifl^Eztnin 
uiatt Rionw tmv iJe pUiiiv petti# HugndaKr un* piirtiBii ooUble du 
tAurpuu wtnoJaiitnU^ur —La Hamk Aiit^ iL S 7 ^ 

Hsdt-Chuno, or “ lie New Province/' os the Chmese 
term it, ixtcludei) ibe province now generally known 
ae Chinese Turkeatan, together with Ummehi and 
other ilistriL-te aituuted to the north of the Tlan Shan 
which lie outeide the ecope of thie work, 1'he 
province we are dealing with haa hod many namee, 
such OB Lcstier Hokhara, Moghulistan, Tartaiy, High 
Tactary, Eiustem Turkeatan, the Six Otiea and 
Kaaliguria, the laat four names having been m use 
until quite recoutly. 

The oountiy is a vast p lain, measucing about 10(Ki 
milea from cast to west and about hall that distance 
from north to south. Ita altitude is some 4000 feet 
in the weat, and decreases steadily as it stretches 
eastwards, until at Turfan an area lying below sea- 
level is found. The physical boundaries are deSnite, 
being formed by sumo uf the loftiest mountains in 
the world. To the north runs the Tiau Bhan; to 
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the weal iiea tlit fijjsil Art, iioldiag up ibn Pjimirai 
t3io$^ elevated valleya af Ergh Min ; on th<j »outh 
the Kara Komm itnrl Kueit Lun rangi^, 

the latter being (he Kaafa Monabaiiui of Ptokmy, 
bounding Semdin, m he termxwl the provinc®. The 
eastern tx>iLndai 7 Li the vast GM or Desert/' 
where Sir Francis Totmgboiifaand travail od for nojuly 
one tiiDusand mite^ withotit aeemg a house. 

ITie Takk Mnlcan daeort^ distinct bom the fSobi, 
occupies the centre of iJie country. Prom east to 
west this paralysing waste stroteh^ for 600 tnilea, 
while its greato^t breadth from north to south is 
half tfuit distance. It k mdeed a I^and of Death, 
covered with monstrofis Bandlulhi^ which overlie the 
ruins of great cities and den$8 foroata and represent 
the tritunph of the wind* combined with desiccatioxip 
over tJiG patient industry of nian^ There are sIfo 
small er deserta^ eudi na that lying between Merket 
and KashgaTj which we crossed on otir journey- 
Cluncfie Txukeatan may he deecribcxl m a desert^ 
or s&ri«^ of desertep fringed by oases forming a horse- 
^oe, with the toe pointing west. In Persia, except 
in the heart of t.Iio Dot, llinre aro villngea at intervals 
all over the country, depending mainly ou the f 
underground imgstiQU clmnneta termed hanats ^ ) 
whereas in Chtneso Turkestan, otiisido n few hirge 
oaseSj more fertile than any areas in PersiA. 
the desert is of a more intouso type, and rarely 
supports even a scanty covering of bushoa such as 
iire ustmlly found In Perefe, Indeed the tlisser*^ 
w'ith its waves of smnd advancing in regular lines 
and riaing to the height of perhaps one hundred 
feet^ is the notioeabJe feature of the country, 
which Is foil of iugendi of the destruuiicm- through 
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tKia agnnt^ ol nmny famoiui cities. Tie dcspriptinn 
of fiiiicn 'Hujuig, tJu! great CMjieso traTelier, is with 
quoting: “ BiuidG c**end like a drifting l!ood- 

for a great distance, pfled up or Hcaltorcd liefore t]ie 
wind. There la no tmeo left bcliind by tnivoUera, 
and ofriin-rinies Uie way in loat, nod aq they wander 
hi^er Ju)d (ititiier, quite bewTldorod, withqui jiny 
guide or diroction. Tliare is noither water nor herb¬ 
age to be found, nnd hot. winds frequently blow. 
Wlicn tlji^fle winds nse, t)oth man and bo&st becoma 
Miifnwd ^d foigctfttl, ftiid there thej- remain 
perfectly dianbled. At timre, siul and plainidvo nates 
are heard and piteous criw, so that between the 
sights and sounds of this desert men get confused 
ond know not whither tbey go. Ifonre there are 
so many who perieli on the jouoiuy. But it is all 
the work of demons and evil spirite.” * 

It has been calculated tliat ihe area of tlte ci riircq 
is lather Ires Lhon t| per cent of the whole, so that 
if (he dreerta were taken away we should have Co 
deal mth a voiy ematl stretch of habitable country. 

As it is. wo see oases, getietaJly repamfod by mdesf 
of desert, all produc^ wheat, barley and othoJ ‘ 
esacivtiuLs wftliin thdr own limitB, and theroforS 
ms.'ding but Irttio conimunrration with iJieir neigh-: 
bou». from whom they wmit nothing and to whom 
they sell nothing. The result is a state of general 
well-being, unprogressivo m. clmiacfer and tending 
to atagniitioa. The more one travels the more one 
realiat's Ijuw the progress and proa|}crity of a coimtity 
dejwnd upon good conummications and an abundant 
nunfall. 

There is anotlier point of view from which the 
’ m r» Ki. tjf s. B«mi. u, pp. as4. sas. 
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(lt!tacb<!id oaaes bnvff affected the iiiHtory of tho regioo- 
Thov luivo never possesaet! anoogb reecnrcea to 
support a powerful anny; but. owmg to fihelr Lsola- 
tion and proximity to the niountoiiio, they were 
doomed to become the prey of ermy powerful force 
which swept down from the tindefendcd ^ntior imd 
took the cultivated aiciHS in detuiL The inhabitante 
have at tio time displayed ntibtaiy virtaeSi and are 
to-day singularly unwarlike. 

Of the rivaiB of the province, the Yarkand, known 
in its upper reaohesa aa the JSarafsliun, and hiwer 
down as the Timm, is the must important. It 
frequentlv changes its counw, and is perliaps icapon- 
fiible for the proverb, " A river, like a king, olwya no 
bnv/* Ttfl chief tributaries aro the Ak Su from tJio 
north and the Kliotan lliver [rom the eouth. The 
Kizil Su or "Red River/’ which flows through 
Rashgor, wae also in past tamea a tributary 
Yarkand River, but il: now fails to reacJi the main 
stream, for its water falls into the Lalmoi marsh 
Iwlow Maralbauhi. Other rivem do not. evM 
approoeb the Zacafshan, but lose their waters in 
the Hands. 

It is a far cry 6fom Egypt to Chimjac Turkestan, 
but they are alike in this, that both counfcriM 
depend abaolutely and imrirely on rivers for their 
life. As in Egypt, so in tlie basin of Chire ao 
Turkestan, there is no rainfall which couuta; every¬ 
thing therefore depends on a full river. The snow¬ 
fall on the ranges affects the volume of water, which 
on the whole is decreasing. The Ijind of Withering 
Rivers ” is the appropriate title of a chapter dimling 
with this question in llunrington’s Thf. PaUe of Ana. 
Apart from this, a cold summer in the Famxts, such 
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JU) wximrcd in ms^ nmy hinder the roeltmg of Oie 
anowa euoh &□ extent that vciy little water 
rencbee .Vfaralhaelu, below Koaligar^ tin ring tlie entire 
Bumtuer, aikI even iti the RaaJigAr Ch^sis there was in 
that year ■ distinct dehcJoncy of irrigation water. 

The climate of diiaese Turkestan is intensely 
continentaL The promee is stirroiinded, as we have 
seen, by some of the bigbest; runges in the world; 
we therefore Snd extremes of heat and cold. Kash¬ 
gar, where ulono meteorotogical ohservatitom are 
taken, ties at iin altitude of 4277 feet, and it might 
Ikj thought that in consequence of this altitude, 
together with a latitude which is tJmt of (kintral 
.Spain, luul the proximity of snow- covered rwigee. 
the Buiumer would be short and cool. Vet, mainiy 
owing to the almost total aliseaco of minfnTl, the 
biirea summer months have a mean maxi mum of 
PO'' with a mean miniojiiTii of On the other 

hand, the throe winter muutiiH have a mean maximum 
of 38° with a moa.ii nnitiTmiiiTi of 17° but it Uf to be 
noted tiiiit, owing to fhe dryneso, the cold b not 
sevetfly felt. The scauty rainfall of only 3 34 inches 
is dbtdbuted over the ’whole year ojid b im^gular. 
During the spring and summer of 1911; no rain fell 
iti Kashgar beyond n few showers which were too 
light to record, but in the mountains the falls of 
snow and rain w'orc frequent, eapeeially in June, 

The iCaiibgar Oasis cerlainty merits the ejdthet 
of '• windy ” during the spring. The atonni! blowing 
mairdy from the west, or from the Takla Makau, are 
generally aecampunifid by clouds of dust which 
ewvcfoji the 0«4tb in a haxe, And so provitleot b thia 
coiitUtiun that there are, us aheody meuUcmed, 
only one hundred cliMir days in the year. This 
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disagroeable phenomenon wiut not<?il hy ATira* Hnitlar. 
wiio, in tJie eariy part of tlic eixteonth ccntniy, 
wrote; hne niso many derccts. For 

example, altlioitgh the dimate ia very Iimdtliy, there 
are contina&l etomm of duet nnd eunrl, and violent 
winde cluirgM with black dust.’' ^ 

Iho popuTntion of Chinese Turkestan is estimated 
at About one million and a half. 11 Is almost entirely 
condned to cho oam, chiof of which arc Kashgar 
with aoOdHK), yjuiisi Shniir with 200 , 0«», Ydrkand 
with 200,tH>i>, and Akim and Khoten cadi ivith 190,000 
iiihabiteixte. The popaktion may also i«* grouped 
into two main daaMq as ''settled '* and noiiindic,'' 
with a sninll semi-nomadic division. The nomads, 
together with the eenu-nomoda, do not aggregate 
more than 125,000 in alt. Thny inhabit the cold 
bighianik, moving about in summer and winter 
uiike us their 0ouks exhaust tile graxuig» whioli i» 
rich in suiunier and scanty at other scasoiij). The 
Kirgbut, who are the teading notmuk, estimated tu 
number 60,000, implicitly ktiicve t)mt tliefr ancestor 
was a Kazak Prince, Sughyon Khan by name. 
According to the legend, his forty daughters wei^ 
walking by a river one day when they remarked foam 
covering its aiir/aco. Fratn curiosity they all dtlipcd 
their bngera into the wateT,i and thereby Iiccame 
pregnsjit, and i-lio Kirghiz claim to bo thn deseondaats 
of these "Forty Maidens’' or Kifk Kix. This 
tradition eviduntly rests on a poor pun, l)ut it proves 
that tho Kirghis regard themselves ns n brandt of 
the Kazaks, or "Cossacks/’ as wo wdte the word. 
They furthemiDre believe that the same Frince liad 
thirty sous, XJUa UtfhMl,, whose doscendiuite tnhubit 
• ^ no. 
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tho AJai and rlio caimtry Letw«ea it and tlie iJi 
province. In CMncse Turkey tan tlie principal Kir . 
ghiz triltC!) jfilnt biting the uplands between Kashgar 
and the Taghdumlmab I’omjr are the Naiinan, the 
Kapchitk and the Tait. The Kirghiz uie oil Mo&lcmB 
uf the Suimj sect. 

The DutaniOt whom wo met In the Morket OoaiB 
below Varkand, arc another trihe of importance in 
the province. Their origin ia called Ln ^nestiout btii 
they nrc aktn to the Kirghiz, althotigl]: they dMer in 
appcfimnce owing to their eedentair life in a forest- 
covefioti country. Their name is said to have l)een 
given ihem by a Kh&ja monarch, who termed them 
his duhm or “two ahonlders/’ They live in misers 
able ahonties made of wood and ore poor cultiTatora, 
relying more on their docks than on the province of 
their tend. 

The aenit-nooiada inctnde the TaghJiks or “ High- 
landeta/* who herd the itocka belonging to the 
smiuntary population. They spend the summer in 
the moutitoina, but occupy huts or caves m the 
foot-hills during the winter; those “ Highlaadeta*' 
are all Sunni ^lostems. On the oilier hand, the 
Mongols of Kornsliahr, who in numbers oxc about 
equal to the Kirgliiz, are ail Buddhists. 

In addition to the tribes already mentioned, there 
is a strong eoJoDy of five thousand famines of Tun- 
gonis, mainly tnunigmnts from Central China. Kansu 
and Shensi. As Sunni Mohoiiiedans converted in 
the early days of lalum they were hostile to the 
Chmiist, and have rebelled more tium once; but 
during the recent devolution they changed their 
policy and supportod the local autiioritica. In 
coase<|ucnce they are now being given posts in the 
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govemnicnt, tmd ttt tlit* time of ti}}' vjiiit tiiL* 
umtidfijr of the troop? at Eliotfin woij ii I'nitgani. 

To cooclutle tbls eiiinnerutioii, the Tajiks^ wiio are 
Aryanefroin FArghunUt iiUDil>erjnj; 1 ^ 1 , 000 , tlje 01 itnoee 

60 W|. the lodiane oODO and the AMaIm make 

op the papularioii of Chiaeao TurkcetAii. The 
Abdalifl claim Idnehip with the AlMlalie of Kboraeao 
01 tlomt, now the Ifiirrjuua. Tbej are locelly 
believocl to be the descendants of Ye;:id, the alayer 
of the l»wn HusAya at Knrheta, und until the time 
of Takub JBeg^s rule are said to have imt-ed a play in 
which the Shioa arc icviled. Grenord^’ who studied 
this myetedous people, came to the conolusiati that 
they were the descendAtite of m I’emiuti Shia coluny, 
hut SccId, whose authority is supeTior, helicres that 
they are Gipslea, 

The provinLo of ilniu-CliJang U ruled by a Chittii^ 

Chun • or Provincial Govemor, who residcji at 
Urumchi. Under him are Taot/in. or Goveraors, of 
Urumohi, Tarhogtair tlt« Akeii and Kashgar. The 
sltuatioii ie coiuplkated by the fact that the com- 
mauder of the troops iu the districts south of i be r 
Tian Shan isindepeuden i of the Govomor of Unamdii. 
taking orders direi.'t from Peking. Under the Tat^in ^ 
of Kashgar, with which we are especiiilty concerned, 1 
are Usten Yin, or Sub-Govemors, of Khot-en, Yar> 
kaiid and other disfiicta; there are also oSicJals < 

appointed to deal with foreign affaint. The term ' 

Amban is applicable to alt ChinesD officials, and J 
is uaed rapeciolly ss a mark of respoct. The * 
above-mentioned officials, cotLstituting the siiperioT , 

civil service, are all Chinese, but their subordinates, 

I /ruBtt A*it. EL SEKI, 
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kitoiVTi aa Ming BashU ojid Bashis, am 

EiJiuaUji' 'Uitt litgs um the local laatlowiijeiv 

and arc geticmily mou of coomdcraldc iiiilucnct^, und 
to tUem is ontcui^lod tiie cotloction of tLe taKCB. tho 
adQiiniHtratioD of jiurico no fax uh tuioot- cases am 
concometl, and liic arrftngctuenta for fon%d labour. 
I'lie irrigation Hiyjjtoni ia iiJwi in tJic bauds of tbo Bfggf 
vrhosQ Kuborditjatea arc electod bv the cultivators of 
the district. 

Tbo iiornada arc adntiuuit«red qiiiic iadupGudcritlj 
of tho provincial govoroens, 1^ on official gcacndJy 
known as the Lli Tartar (jeneml, affio ia the ockiiow* 
lodged bend of ibe various tribal organjautiotm. 
Tbeir taxes are ntieffifteeutJi of the crop in tbo case, 
of those who are engaged in agnctiiture. and about/ 
tho equivnknt of tbroo ahillm ga per IDO abeop, or! 
10 boEOCo, or 5 camels; cattle are not taxed. I 

The syatem sketched above, by whidi there are 
three uidependeut authorities in tho province, is bud ^ 
luiough; i)ut it ta made iufmitely worse by the cor- 
ruptiou which prevails, eupecially in the collection 
of the revenue. On the other hand, the taxes arc 
generally light, and the couditioa of the ptfopk is 
one of aetjujeacence in ChiDuso dotutnalioit. 

The chief lax levied from the “ Bcttlcd " popu- 
latJcni ia on buid, whidt for this purpose is divided 
into " well - irrigotod ” and " white ” liuid, Tlic 
aurv'ey on which tbs teveiiue is raised waa that 
fixed after iha final expulsion of the Khokandis and 
Aiidijania, when less Ibmi one-half of the land now 
cultivated wus occupied. The tax is light, amounting 
Co one-tentb for tho good land and one-fortioth for 
the bad land. It is payable iu grain; but, as the 
Chiuetie officials demand luouey, the Bfgs fix the rate 
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high, aiul share the dlffuiencc wilJi their superiors. 
By this anil other uicoss the laud tiix is now iucreasEiJ 
to about one-hfth of the nrop ; but prices have 
couaiderahiy oi Uic years, and a'bon prices rule high 
the iarrnor mahes tuonoy. Apart from tho land tax 
revenue la raided fiuiu rogistniiiou of Hales of land, 
from fiKn nr Interual oustoma, aikI from taxes an 
wiuo, salt, mills, etc. X»al>our has also bo be pro¬ 
vided for public works oud tcanaport for the use ui 
troops. For the aseeasment of thU impost the uurt 
of fifteen houses termed a chobx is taken, and each 
cAoka provides a lutniurer and a cart; building 
mateiial, if required, is part.Iy paid for. Artiaima, 
who are otganuievl into guilds, am obliged, if requim<l, 
to work for (Joveminont ou five days in eaeli iiionfii, 
and reeeive the equivalent of fouqicuce a day, In 
1&I3 the revenue Jevitid by tho Tawfin of Kasljgar 
was OS fotlaw;^ ; 

TVi'l. 

Latid TM .. . 670JMXJ 

Tar <iu n^ipiFtniim] of land ■afea . . . 2U0,<XI0 

Tar oaealsol live iitiodc, .... 3h(V)00 

fdiu .. ISO.riU) 

HiKeliaaeoui lam on wine, sail, Ituur inillii^ 

TueU . . t,400jm 

This sum, with the tael reckoned at 3s. 8d., is equiva* 
lent to £180,661}, 1’hc revnnue la )jlt oor-niarked for 
local expunditure. *K)0,000 toota, or ratJier mure than 
one-half of the entire amount, being absorbed by the 
inelEcienb army, which exists mainly on paper. 

The oilministratioii of justice ra fairly good, 
although bribery is out uncouimnn. As a rule, civil 
cases am tried by the Kutu and (jriminal eases by 
Che Beg». Tho (Jhuiese auihodtics merely supervise. 
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and ppefer tliat nU ca»es^ vhctfier crimmol ot oiv^ii, 
fllionld Iw sotitjed out of fsourt. By Chinetui iaw no 
puninliment <an witliont con/f^on of 

guilt, and torture iji freely admmistered to tsecLiTe 
tliia confession, Pmusliments include Ideating on 
tlie bacir of the thighs above the hneeSj &nd the 
eartffitr, a. bomrj two feet wjunro and welgliing thirty 
pounds, which is worn round the nock; and also 
uupwoument. Deafli sentences (wlitch heve to be 
C'unQmied At Urmnehi) nre carded out by hanging, 
strangling or bohciiding. 

In j.his system as a whole, as In the sdniinistration 
of justioe, the Chinese work as far as possible thmugh 
the leading inhahitents, while n‘ty.ining a general 
HQpcrvision. l*hey ani very greedy for monev, but 
are m^ute uimugh to avoid i^ansing too miieh diseon- 
tent, an<l tliey remove any official who becomes 
Qnpopuiar. In short, iilthough their sj’stcm may be 
incfEclcnt and aims at no improvements in lulminis* 
tnitJon or (MKumuiiicatioiih, it is believed iliat the 
natives, with their tnemoiy of Vaknb Beg's t3'rarmy> 
would not cam to exchange their Chinese rulers for 
Moslems. 

We come now to the trade of the province, con- 
r.eniing which my renuirks refer mainly to the three 
|cdtics of Kashgar^ Yarkand and Khptan. KneJigar, 

residonoe of the Governor, is not ody tlie cb'ef 
town, but the centto of Hnssian trade. Owing to 
its favDUneiJ position wiGi regard to the railway at 
Andijan and the wealth of iU nch oasis, tlie city is 
increasing in population, which is now oslimoted at 
80,000. Land is rising in price and there is hardly 
a vacant house. Yarkand, with 70,000 inhabitants, 
is also rich and prosperous, but In u less marked 
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degree, and ia the chief centre of the trade with 
India. Khotan^ with a populafion of SO.OCKi, ia the 
centre of the numufactnrmg activity of the provini.'e, 
being celebrated for its jade, sUk atid carpets. 

The mainstay of the exf>ort trade with India ia 
the drug known as e/iarns iti India, prepared from 
the hemp which is planted round the fields of mainc i 
raw silk is the next most valuable export. The chief 
arttclea of import from India are muaUna, lougcloths, 
anti reri cotton printa; whifo spirea from Soutliern 
India are In great and iccrensing detnnnd, and 
petuctmto cvim to the westein provLucea of China. 
Surai lirocHdeg are imported for covering caps and 
ifor women’s cloaks, and I have seen some good 
spocimens of the lieautiful cloth of goldx 

In no part of Asia are commtuiicatlons more dtlB- 
citlt. The nni le to India, via Ijeh. perhaps the highest 
and ronghest trade route iu the world, runs across 
range after range of stupendous mountoina, cttlmi- 
nating in the Kara Korani. which is croosed br a pasa 
at the immense height, of IS.fiiHl feet,. This track is 
open for not more than six months in Uie year, and 
the (lifficultlcii from Btomin, Hva1atU'hi!S and flooded 
rivers are increoHed by the souitmeisa of tJio gracing, 
and fox some six stages by the cnlire absence of 
villages. This trade with India otii Lch is of amall 
amnuiit, showing a total value of about £200,000 for 
1913. 

Ey treaty Rusao-Chinese tiado via Irki^litom or 
Marin is free of customs dues. Ito value in 1P13 
was two and a hall milliorni ronbliss, or rather more 
than the British total at the pre-war rate of ex¬ 
change, cotton tissues being the most important 
article. The Russian flowered prtnte with which the 
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oativw (uu oliieAj clothed—onJj ihe poorer deascs 
wearing tho ding;^ white native calico—ore artUtic, 
luid make the crowdii in tlie haaar delightfiiliy 
piutureeque. may he aupposed, the chief artidee 
of export are raw inaterinls, such aa cotton, sheep- 
eJdns, ailk and wool * but there in also a conaidorable 
trade in the local white cloth, which ie wom on both 
eidee of the fronttor, and in carpete. 

The ixaile with A fghaniMtAn ia local and ia fooinly 
with the province of fiadakohan, the iinporio being 
almonda, piatocluo and gaJJ'-nuta, and the horaes which 
wore famoua even in Marco Polo'a day. Opium, too, 
19 smuggled in cotiflidemhle quontldea ; the lapis 
tasuU mines are not worked regulaiiy^ but occaaional 
blocks oro brought for aalc. The Biidaksbimi traders 
carry back Rtusion piece gooda, carpets and the local 
white doth. The route, which rana aorom the 
Wakhijir peas, is open during the sanuner only, and 
the podlam—for those who use it are little more— 
roust bo a hoidy roce to withstand ita ngoum. 
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A.N HlOTOKICAt aKKTOH OF cmSERE TUHHFSTAK: 

TttE £AELV FXItlOD 

dm iWn e«A k vkl fk Tti4u^ tik 

^ w mTcontncLfc ptnuliuil kimlfli \m bl<t<riM 

ptqrtkHllii^n* d<i f^FtradMi utioo* qu'oii rvgiiitk Irop iiniTiwi w iiiaw 

imihi 1« cowf dr* ujtmii db ucuu im|7]ieU4> ^ k mitinuM *m k 
ki (k rimjrtin m 4tu'0 if'Hl pm d'winoiu] ^A‘^m pukip ipwrvr tlmt* In 
irbidfiA inikk dmit mum Im fftrUa i^nt MuklajjAL — CoM^vATmuh 
DtitmimmU MVF kf Tmt OksidmtkM . 

Tus bistoiy of diitteAe Turlnslan preapnU Uie 
diiTiculty that' ttntil meduievn] timee it but a 
email part on tho stage of Aai«, On the other hand, 
it lav on tbe highway of the nations, imil mt^tions 
from the Far East to the West, which have so deeply 
influenced the bistoiy of tnonldndi generally tcaver^ 
the Tarim boBin, the country to the south being 
almost Impracticable, and the countiy to the north 
presenting a longer and a more difficult line of 
odTonca. Holding flrmly to the belief that hiBtocy 
should be studied os a whole latber than in water¬ 
tight compartments, I have attempted in this sketch 
to give some account, not ouly of events affiedJng 
Chinese Turkestan but also of their connection with, 
and reaction upon, neighbouring s^te» of Asia* 

The earliest recorded coaneotion of China with 
what is now the province of Chineoe Turkoston is the 
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pr<^t«(«3 of Mon Wai^, one of tbo empotor? of the 
Chow Dyiniaity, to a province in the vidiulv of the 
K.UOU LtU) mountains wliloli uuvy tw identified with 
ICiiotoih I'll is tour is alleged t<i have talten place 
alwiit 1000 o,c.> hut is possibly Eegendaiyt and wc 
reach iinner gmiuid at tlie beginoing of the thud 
century n.c., when China, under the Han dynasty, 
becomo a world power. At this period the chief 
concern of the rulor was the powerful tribe of the 
Hiong-Kn or ITuns, w-bich occupied Mongolia, These 
ambitious nomnds attacked the Yue^du (known later 
as tlie Indp-9(;ythians} tjjon inhabiting tho north-west 
parts of Kansu, Kokonor and tiie southeni hall of 
the Qobi, and not only defeated hut espelted their 
enemy, themby setting in motion n Eteries of hitman 
avalanches, with far-reachiiig C/Onsoquencos. The 
iliapof»cft«Kl Viie-chi luoased the- desert to Kucha 
and., advancing to the Hi river, subseijuentlj limke 
up into two divisioDi, the Little Tue-ohi who moved 
into Tlbei, and the Great YueH^hi who occupied the 
Hi valley and drove the Sakos from Kashgar in 
tG3 n.c. But tho Huns, some fifteen or twenty years 
later, followed up and again defeated the Y'ue-chl, 
anil the latter, fleeing westwards and drivmg the 
Sakos Ixifote tJiem, invaded Euottia and, in. 12U ]t,c„ 
destroyed its Qmek dynasty. They then crossed the 
Hindu Kush and carved out on empire in India with 
Peshawar as tiieir capital 

Tho wide outlook of tho Han dynaa^ is demon- 
stmted by the foot that, between 120 n.c. and SS nx,, 
misBions were despatched ucroaa Chinoae Turkestan 
to distant Parthia, known in (Tbina os An-Sih, from 
the Chincrw form of (ilio name of the royid house of 
An^aces. U Is worthy of mention tlvat iliUiradatos IL 
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of PuHliiiir wfio nif'«ivc4 f}jiF of tjn'jw miKnoiu, 

linr] tbereliy inilieilcO sm intcrcmir5!e witli China 
which WM invndabty peaceful, was attUi the flnjt 
ruTthbui monArcJi to tipc«ive an ^mhassj' from Ronte, 
Wats with ihe Huns were n coiistnjit preoccupation 
of the Chinese unti], in the dret oentuiy BjC., itiey 
tiegiLn to uke most vij^ious ociioit in ChinEt^e Tur¬ 
kestan. Bjr 5ft itJj, tliB lurtire provirijo was conquered 
and a sttong goventmeni wne cstuhlbhixi. In 51 r,u, 
the uctnada of Central Asia, exhausloit by intnmecitie 
stiile, appealed to Ciiina, w'htwe supremacy—so 
Chinese bistonann deertare—was ucknowloiiged to 
Sf>nie foreo, however dlfght, from the province of 
Shensr to the CaHptan Sea. (Iwing to (bn wide nmge 
of jiomadic tribes the statement is not tis fantastic 
as at first sight, it would Beom ht bo. 

TIub vagdfi authnrity waa l onaolitlatefl in t he first 
oentury of our era hy the famouii warrior Pan Chao, 
who in the couxse of bla earlier cAutpaigas stetwlily 
annoxed provinces and districts lying Ui (he west of 
China. In 4,ij, 70 lin defeated the ruler of KboUn, 
and six yeafs later he conquered the etirire ptovino© 
with which wo are ile 4 iling. Acconling to s liX'sI 
legend, on one oecoston Pan Chao wtu Imsieged in 
Kashgar uul access to the river was out off. Fjut the 
great gonorol rose to the ocaminn and stamped on 
the gronnij, wherenpon springe, still known as “the 
Springs of Pan CShao," gushed out and the army 
was saved. 

In 8 d the Yue-chi, who liad assisted Pan Chao 
in. a campaign n^nst Tutfon, sent a ^buto of jewels 
and lions to China, and domanJod a princess of the 
Hati dynasiy ns a consort for tlieir rulw; hot this 
preoeoding was viowwi with disfavimr by Pan Chao,. 


CinSESE TUIlKfSSTAN 231 

imd J)o Brre^tiod the nnihaflsador. 'J'ho \*iie-cfa], Co 
Aveage tlw insuit, iloapi&iciiGd uii army t^tiniaied 
at 70,000 mt'u nrroHn tb^ Pointra. Bn^ken doiiTn hy 
hardflfupsi, it waa ii(^fuati?d ^dth oobc, mid aa the 
outcome of fuiilier ucgutiutjoiis the Vue'cbl con* 
tinued to pay tribute to China, 

In 01 Pan Chao woe appointed General-Protector, 
and acooniing to the Chtnoae hiatoiian not only 
ert^aod the Ptuiira, but conquered fifteen kingiloma 
lytiig between Kaahgar and the Caspian Sea, 
I’To^biy wliftt occurred woe that he received cuvoth 
from the vattouit nomadic tnl»a, wbo agreed to 
rocognire Cluneoe euzeniinty; for it hi unUkely t.hat a 
Chineeo array actually marched to the Caspian Sea. 

In HI I'lui Chao doepatcheiE a certain Kan Yiog 
on on ombaoay to viiut Parllua and Pome; Tiut 
the envoy, after oafely reacliing Cteiuphoii. was 
deterred from the long voyage down the Permn 
finif, Jicrorat the Indian Ocean, and up the lied Sea 
and the Gutf of Akabik to Aelana, by exaggerated 
reports that on Ihe retitm journey, if the winds wore 
adverse, the ocean might take two yeora to cross i 
According to the locral Ixdicf, Pan Cliao is buned 
mside the present city of Kashgar, on a high mound 
wbhvli is suimoujited hy an artistic temple and over¬ 
looks the spring already mjeuliimed. 

In time the power of the Celestials waned in 
Chinese Turkestan, and we feam from the annats ol 
the later llans that at tlie bcgiimhig of the second 
century s.d. the niler of Sii-le {ns Koahgar was tlien 
tenuod) was forced to send as k boHtoge to tlie king 
of the Yue*chi at Peshawar one of his relatiyes, who 
woa flidioegiicntly placed on the throne of Kasligar. 
This piece of hialoiy is corroborated by Hiuen Tsiaiig. 
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Under KanisUca, tbo mo?f orfebrotwi mlor of the 
Vda*clii, the tribe regnined Kaahgar alxiut A-D. 125,* 
niow than two omturies after their fiist aeijfin^ of 
the province—truly * remarlfttUIe cycle of conquait,^ 

The Hods had recovered their atrengtii at HiIm 
period, and in i:t9. the Chinese Emperor sent a 
certain Chang Kicn, with n euito numiiering one 
hundred peredn^ to open up reintinns with the 
Yu e-chi, whom he wiahed to entiet aa a] tics. Chang; 
Kiwi wpa unfortunately cAplured by the fluna and 
kept prisoner for ten yearn, after whidi he escaped 
with some of his followers and reached Farghuna, 
wliere he was weU treated. The Vue-chl bad 
receutJy eontjiieretl Toklinrisinn, situated in the 
great licnd of the Oxus, where the imdaunted Chang 
Kien at last gained touch with them. As was to 
t>e espccted, he fonnd them unwilling to quit their 
new conquest in onier to undertake n eam|>aign in 
the mteresta of China. Chang Kien finally returned 
lioinft with the two aurvlving members of his mis.*5ioii 
EUid drew up a valuable gengraphital and etlmo* 
graphicai moiuoir; he also introduced the vine into 
Chino, Ho will ever be famous in the onnals of his 
country as the first Chmoman who *' pietceJ the 
void,” 

Tlio Vue •chi introduced Budiihisin into Cbmo 
after the convnmiQn of Eoniofiko lo tlmi faith; they 
alsn undoubtedly brought to India a knowledge of 
Chinese dvilimtion, together wdth the peimh and the 
pear tree. Moreover, they hml intercourae with 
Home both from Tndia and from Central -Vsia, and 
in various ways played a distinguished rdlo until 

* Ir^*c4 id cnnftkiHiafalA’ avus^rtiinL^ tbcpll!l tUit ilt^uip vIikIi 
AllUliifllte IfiK u diKiMAittA MttW. 
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they tkuily «uei;tinibc!d Moiv (Jie ouultiuji^t of the 
Wliitc I'lunt. 

Abo((t the aiuuo time that the Priiice of Eaahjfar 
recogubscd tho paramountcy of the Y'lic-dii the 
Uigbur tiibiM in the Turfiui anJ Hami dJatncte le- 
voltecl from Chitia, aud for five ceutuiies Chinese 
control over the entire jiroviuce was lost. 

Buddbum rsachetl Khoijui and Kasligar from 
India Mid bhenca spread to China. Jn 3iii> the 
Chinese monk Fa*liiGn, “ deploring the mutiktcd 
and imperfect state of the collection of tlic Books of 
Discipline/' set off on a long and successful joorney 
to IndiSj and to him we owe the first detailed 
account of the province of Khotan, which wiw at 
this period an unportant centre of Buddhism, 

In the nuddJe of the fifth century, not long after 
the journey of Fa-hion. the reigning member of the 
Toha Wei dynasty of Cliina despatched an envoy to 
Fu'SXj SK Persia was ihett teniu^. The Peisian 
monarch sent a mtuiD mission with ii gift of rroined 
olephauts, which the independent Prince of Khotsn 
deiuinod, hut in tliv end released. In aJh ton 
«tn mootded as passing hetween Northem China and 
Persia between 465 and 513; loid reading between 
the lines we fimi dear indications that at this period 
there was considerable intercourse between China 
and Pezsiii ma Khoton. 

In SOP, envoys from Kholan presented them- 
selves at the Cliiiiese Court bearing tribute. In the 
annuta they are descrilmd as follows; “ The people 
am Buddhists, and their w'ameu are in society as 
amongst other nations. They bmid the hair into 
long plaits, and wear peliaacs ond loose Eiciiaeis, 
The people are very coreTiionbua and polite, and 
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curtsey co meeting, tty l»n>Jitujg wue ktu-'o to tlie 
griiiind.’^ Except thiit Huiliitiisni lius given jilaec io 
t;Lis desoription, gencrtiliy BpeiUctng,. Btanfis 
good at tile prc»etii time. 

Tl]e tiiixt gnuit ws-vo of iuviuiion wax tlmt of llie 
Jufui Juan, 8 tribe nowiy appe-ftring on Uie sUge nt 
5Trtn ir1mriA- OulhGidiLg Turks oml Mongols to Lbetr 
banners, the Junu Juan destroyed tlio Hiong'Nti, who 
wen? piolmblj weakened by emigratioiiB ive«iward, 
and about 4tUi awept acrofis Chinese I'lirkestan 
like A deTOAtattng tornado, w'itlioiit nutking any 
Attempt at peruuutiuit coutjUL^t. The Hon or Wldt^ 
Hims, ft vassal tribe, aiibsecjiieully tlirufe off their 
jillegiance to the Juun Juftn ami founded im em¬ 
pire on the ruins of tluil of the Yuo-Chi, embmeing 
most of CiLineftft Turkestan to tbe eoat, but having 
its centre in the middle Oxus, whence fur tunny 
geueretioxui it oeriuioily threatened the exisTcnoe of 
the Peiaian Empire. 

Id the middle of the sixth century the eniplro of 
the '' White Htins in its turn aticcumbed to tlic 
attack of liio Western Turks, thn Tu-chuoh of the 
Chinese, who nrece organized in a confedemey of 
ten idb^ Enuu the centn? of ttus new power, 
which lay b the rich valleys to the north of the 
Tian <^han, the Fanunount t'hJefa ruled over a vast 
empire, leaving the states subject to their sway to ba 
governed by kbeir hemditury rtilem, under the control 
of TuckiBh collectors of tribute. 

Such waa the state of the provboe wo arc* deufing 
with when the great tiaveller Hiueii Toiftug juuuied 
through the empim of the Western Turks b 
Hie nuioting with the Far&mn ujii, Chief is deacribid 
by his biographer. In that very year this chief was 
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Ilia lilcaib waa a aigtuki foi' ttia ItieHk' 
up of tin? ronJotlpnicy of tbo ten ttnil fur 

CJiliiK^ Turkti^tJU) ii Vfa» th« end of a weU-defbed 
period. 

A new «poc1] o{ten:«] wilb tie efitobltflJtmeiit of 
bbe Tang dyiuuty in Uhmu early iu thf' seventh) 
century, mid during the leign of iie founder the 
tavmuoua of lie Northern Turks miule him m the 
firet tiutotire seek tJic help of the WKUem Turku, 
The Clitnesu dynuaty, however, mpidfy bccanie 
utTong, mid tie year 030 not only marked the 
downfall of the Wentem hut uIho the eubjugatiou 
oI the NortJtem Turku, rind China once 
found lientelf iu e pufiltion to recover her lost 
m«t«ni ppovini.'ou. With thw end in view n Uliinoue 
(UDiy croisued the groub deJiert in 540 and occupied 
Tuf/iin, find Inter on KiiTotihatir and Ruchu. The 
King of Kfiolmi, presumuhly nhumied by these 
AucceiBus, retunied to his ullegiiiuce, tJie Lmditiun of 
which bad iwobably not been fo^otten, mid the 
annejcati on of the outiro province to Chmii wae 
uei-ured in nSB by a victoiy won ou the hanks 
of the Hi ovftr th? levolted Paramount Chief. By 
thifi ftiiid iriumpli the existence of the NVeetem Turks 
ns u [tower vmne lo on end, and China succeeded tx> 
their vast empire, which extended aouLhwards oemss 
tlie iliudu Kuflh to Kabul and westwards to the 
bolder of Persia. 

At this perioil Chinese Turkestan was known as 
the " Four Oarrisons." the reference being to the 
forces stationed at Kucha, Khotan, Komshahr and 
Kashgar, iMautuSB Chinese power wus liased on this 
«]Dadjiiatoml Not that it lemiuiied uudiaUeugcd; 
for the Tihetana sei;wd Uie jirofince in 570 and 
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retaiQfid possfsBMiTi H luitil 092. when ttic CKimise 
nyoccupied it in force. 

The CBMoUdation of CJunus© dojmnion in the west 
opened the way fot the alnioet ermultaneoufl btro- 
duction of CLristinnitv' and Zoroitsttiani^ in(« 
China and Cltineiie TurJtefitan. The first Nostorian 
misaionATy iea<;hc?d Cfliina with satJrwi boota and 
uua^aa in 036 i and^nlfr ’ shows how tlic Neatorian 
sees of China formed part of a wide ■Bpfta4liJig 
eccleffiastical systntn eoniiroUed by tho PatriaTchal 
MS in Peraia. Tlie woent diflcovoiy of Nestorian 
cemeteries west of the Jsaih Kul, with dates ranging 
from Ssa to 1339, throws btoiesting light on the 
fact that Kashgar is shown as « Neatorian fw in the 
inUfila ti£ the tbirteenth centmy. In ** 
vcais before the introduedon of Christiaiiity, the 
Fife Temple was erected in China, and we learn 
from ChaTiinnes that the Zerroastnan cult esiffted at 
EUriigar, Kbotan ami Samarcand. 

A new imd bewildering; factor bud now to be 
tcckonod with in the tiflo of Islimi; for its coinjiiering 
spirit, which so profoundly affected the Near and 
Middle East and Northenj Africa, even apptOBched 
the confines of the distant Chinese empire. Aewii- 
gird 111., the lost Peiglau monarch of the Saaanion 
dynasty, implnred China for aid ngalust the invading 
Arabs, but received the reply that Perda was tiiio 
distant for help to be sent Subsequently a of 
the hapJess Stnaanian took tofuge with the Chiusae, 
but his attempt to win bock the throne of his auccs- 
tors failed utterly. In 665, three years «it«r the 
murder of Yerdi^rd at ilcrv, the Arabs despatebed 
an embassy to China and thus opened up direct 
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coramimicfttron witli ilie Celestial Emptie, whoaa 
frontier oflicuils most ba^e watched their advance 
with apprehension. 

The great A nth conqueror of Ccntiat Asia was 
Kutaybn ibn Mnalim, who made liia headqnartets at 
MerVf and, in a serjea of ciunpaigns waged for a 
deeade, subdued Bokhara, Sanumrand and Faighana. 
About' 715 he actirally raided tui far aa Kanhgar, 
described bj the Arab historian aa a citj near the 
Chineflc froiLtier.*' A cuitoas legend of this campaign 
hoa Ijeen pnwwrk'ed, iiccvrdbg to which Kutayba 
sworn to take poesesaion of the coil of China, and the 
mter enabled him to fulfil hie oath by the gift of a 
lojud of soil to trample on, a bug of CldDese money to 
ayinholiee tiihute, and four youttie to Iw sUiniied 
with his seal. Two yeara later the Amhe and 
Tiljotani, taking advantage of the rebel]Icm of the 
Westoni Turka, ngaui jwnetraU'd into the '* Four 
Garrhwns,'* This was t.lte farthest euat reached by 
the. Arab armies, and the exploit is a signal proof of 
their marvellous initiative and warlike pruwesa. 

Based on their garriflijn in Chincfle Turkestan, the 
CJitnese raainly devoted their etiei]gies to preventing 
the Tibetans from stretching otit their hands to the 
Amha t hrough Gilgit and Yasin, in which districts 
the OEleatials built forts ; and wc read of more than 
one campaign successfully eonducted in these tec' 
iKumd highlandfl in pursnsace of this policy. Bat 
the power of Chinn ia this distant province was 
short-lived. One of her genatals, who had surtceas' 
fullv eondneted two campaigns to the south of the 
Hindu Rush, treacherously seixed and put to death 
the tributary Ring of Tftsihkcnt. Under this king's 
son the country rose, the Arabs were called in, and the 
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Chinese, owing to the defect!oti of tlieir oatiw (UlieSr 
wens annUiiiated. A few yeare fetor internal tfouUfea 
broke out. in Cliitm. ami the Tibetnnff, tiiking full 
aavantego of them* overran tlie jirovinw of Kanjoi 
unil inten-upted coromumcationa witli the heart of 
the Empire- About this tiino, too, in 751, » Ohineae 
army 30,00b strong waa annihilated in the 

Thfl deserted olEciafe with consummate ‘ttnll main¬ 
tained Chinese authority for a whole genemlion after 
being thus cut off from China, os Die (.liiiicse 
traveller Wo Kung toatifica. Rotuming home by 
way of Ibe “ Four Carriaons ” after a long residence 
in tnditt, he reachuii Kaahgar in 7ab: and, rotiudtung 
in the proTim.'e for a coriMdeniblo jwriod, noti*!! that 
everywhere he found Chinese governors. By 781, 
however, the Tibeiana had deetroywl T.hia piiper 
gpvetnmeutr, and their own, which took ita phioe. 
and at one time even threatened their iihJ allies the 
Arabs, lasteii imtil, in turn, it wap btohen by ihi: 
Cighura, Tho complete dfeuppcnr&n<.:o of China from 
the scene marks the end of anotljer |j«riod in the 
history of the province. 

The UighuTS, svhoae aiicestoni claimed descent from 
the fluns, origirially livwl in north-woat Mongol m 
mid, when they were expelled by the ffabss fRun 
their homeland, two of their seciiona founded states 
in the eastern Tian Shan. A thinl section, with 
w'hicb we am motn eapedaJty concerned, broke the 
power of the Tibetans about 36b and beenme tlie 
iTiiuitera of Kashgar, althimgh IvJwtan remained 
independent for flomo yuan. Hie nticra of tlife 
section of the Uighnrs—known also as the Karlnks 
ur Karakhtuii - w'cm termed the flak Kbans, and 
the jMirt they played on the stage of Central Asia 
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wim important, 'flic career of theiM* UigliniB was 
cljL‘i{iirr^, HB in 840 Eamkoram, llieir capita), was 
captured by tlie Kfi^gbiz and tlieir Paramount 
was kiUcd. Tlris led t<* tlie dispenta) of tlie 
tribe but not to its downfall, os BMbaligb, the 
□Hxlem Ummchi, was occupied about this period 
and rDinained one of their cliief contres for many 
centuries. Tlicy held away under the designation of 
the .dralan or " Linn " Khans for many gencratioiiSr 
and in the notfccs of the variouB embssnies exduin^d 
with Ohina there is oi>*i[lcni.*e that u t'omparatively 
Itigh stage of eiinfisatjon was reached in tho country. 
Indeed their oultnre inftncnced Asia nicte 

than that of any other race, the sedpt of the hlciiigijls 
Itcing adopted from iJie Oighnra, who in their tum 
hod Jeamt it fratn the Maninhaenits, or pethaps from 
t he Xestorians. 

The renuirlrahle growth of the Persian creed of 
Maiiidmeiem In Central Asia is clonely connected 
with the Oigburo, whose chief became u convert to 
this faith in the eighth Among the innnu- 

Bcripts diacovorod by Sir Auxel Stein in the course 
of Itis excavations is a booh of their omens, which 
makes eurious reading: " A gambler staked his son 
at»d Iiifl servants, fie want away after having won 
the hazardous gams. Without losing his son and his 
servants, he won again ninety stray sheep. His son 
aud Jus attondante all rejoice. Know ye tbia This 
isgooiL” And again ; " An old ox waa being eaten 
by ants, by their gnawing around its body. It stands 
wirJiout being able to move. Know re this. This is 
W)/' Maiiichucans took part in tlie Dighur etnhoesy 
sent to Ohina in t^oe and their religioji existed in 
C'hucsc Turkesbin until the thirteenth cuntuiy. 
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rhe in favour of convaraioo to l»Ti^ 

in Chinese Turkestan in ite middle of thy 
tenth of out .-m, Boghr^i ‘ Kkm a ecion of 

the KflTliik stock, heinp the first convert. 1 hn legend, 
aa uiven in the fantastic hagiology known as the 
Taskimt or '* ChroniclBS of Boghro," runs thut the 
young Aatok Boghiu Khan, at the ^ of twelve, 
was ftw;ietlv converted by a certain Aim Nwr, 
Samani. His stepfather, who was the rei^ng 
monarch, suspected this, and, in order to test hifl 
fidelity to the old roUgion. invited hiro to help «i 
laving the foundation ■stone of a new idof-tamivle. 
Iii despair the young prince sought the advice of 
4hii ^ worted wrtli the 

intention of bunding a mosque, he would obtain 
merit in the piesenoe of Allah nnd ho delivered 
the evil doignB of the infidels. Having escaped this 
dunger, the young convert dccidwl to make an end 
of hifl stepfather, and hrvaJring into hifl apartment by 
night, he awoke hitti, being unwilling to kill a steeping 
man. Tlie monarch refused to accept Islam »t the 
point of Ilia nephew's sword, hut upon the prayer of 
Satok the earth opened and swallowed up the infidel, 
whose fatereaorabled tJiat of Korah- As the ohronicle 
nuia: "The earth devoured Hnrun Bi»ghra Khtm. 
and be was not,'*^ 

Satok Roghra Khan enjoyixj oonBidetable power 
and capt«i«d Bokhara. His fast c»in|»aign was 
undertaken ugainst Turfan, where in fl[»9 he fell ill and 
whence he was carried hack, a dying man, to Ksj^par. 
His aou and flticcaasor, Hasan, is known to histoiy 
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Mfl hnvicig o>id«d (Jitf SnuTiBtiid dynasty by tba raptun? 
oi Abdul Mttlik. lo Chintree Turkefltjin lie is slill 
better kuovn for Luving waged e desperate campaign 
wltJt the ■*infidel” Prince of Kiioton. whom he 
defcatetl; not, however, without fir^t- mifienng a 
diaaster, in which Ali Arslan, his nephew and the 
Kashgar champion, was lolled. ITie body of the 
latter U buried on ths field of bnttlo at Oidam 
Padshah, to the east of Vangi Hiasar, but his head 
is preserved at a shrine in the Oolat tiagh, near 
Kashgar, A few yeans later both Hasan and hia 
brother were killetl by the Princca of Khntan, but 
this province, after a series of campaigns lasting 
twenty-four years, was ultimately annexed to Kiiijb- 
gar, Ftoni ihifl period what we now call CItinBse 
Turkestan was definitely occupied by the Turfca, 
Tttrld became the univeraal langiuge ; and Grcnanl 
aptly draws attention to the fact that the oldest 
Kashgar book which haa reached us, and which dates 
from 1008, is written in a pure Turti dialect. 

In 1125 a now dynasty made its appearance 
in the Tarim baain. Yolui Taahi, a neJLr relation of 
the heati of the Kara Khitai or Leuo dynasty of 
China, tealiring that his position in the homeland 
was h^opeles* b view ol the military superiority of 
the Nnehens, who suhaequently founded tlie Kin 
dynasty, decided in that jw to sack bis fortune 
c^where, CoUocdog a force in Sbensi, he marched 
Into the valley of the Tarim and aimcxed it. thereby 
ending the dynasty KhmiS, lie next 

invaded Western l^hestan, npon which he imposed 
an annual tribute of 20,000 pieces of gold, and later 
he assumed the title of f»ur Elmn or "Universal 
Lord." Ho died in I iSfi. His successor, in alliance 
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wiih At«i* rtf Kljwnniaiu or Kliivn. Jnllict^ o uruahmg 
litjfcat oil tlie great' Soljiik, Sultan Suujiir. id ll4i. 
The Seljiik losiflos were eiftiiniutcd at oiio iiucdred 
tliouiKuiili iwui thp Kiini K.hitni iiCTnporwilj iM'<;upie<i 
Slerv luid MtHhapur. 

[t is of special inierosl, no illuatniting tho wide 
range oX Sadi’a riavcfe. to note tlwt the great Perman 
poet visited Kasligar at this period* He coinTneticee 
one of hia stories as followa: ‘'In a certain year 
MoLamedl Khwiimsiu Sbah, for Home good rofwon, 
ohtnte to piaire peace with t-athflYi 1 entered the 
cltief tnoaqtte of Kiwhg&f and saw & boy wiili beaiity 
of the most perfect synunetiy/' etc. 

tn 1201* the labhjs wore Turned ot> the Gur Khan by 
Mohatued of KJiwarami, who uraa joined by Uuchlni 
son of the Naimiui chief whose defeat by Chcngil 
h) recounted in the nwet chapter. Ksmping from the 
fleldj fie arrived, after great privations, at the court 
of the Gur Khan, where he was treitted kindly, 
received a daughter of the (Utiniiroh in niarrwge, 
and was ijonverted to Buddhiam. But, with bii^ 
ingratitnile, he grudualty collisctmi a forcer of hie 
tribeemen, and with MoJiuiiied of Khwararan and 
the Prince of Saniiircand formed a plot agaicst hia 
benefactor. The Dufarinua achemo wa* aiicceBHfni, 
iind by 1212 llie 6'«r AVion woe a priiicnier. end 
iho usurper ruled over the Tarim baijin. During 
the few year* of hia power he persecuted the 
followers of Islam and massacred the mafia* at 
K-hofan, hanging their leader head downwards from 
a tree in front of the chief moaque. But the reign 
of this deteslablc traitor was abort, and the avenger 
of the Gut KAan was at hand. 


CHAPTER XIV 


AX raaroRicAi. sKrrcK or chinbbk TURKBarASt 

0 TIIS »EU 1 AKVAL AXU UATEB PEBIOU 

ooflirtitiitwj A KngiStm fotiiiw bui ik>w 4^ 

ia ilwi Owl Bww, Tl* |^(4o *aMliJp jr<>tJin»d. TbDft •» * 
•toctl unuilTT oi tuwn»*(td vill*8«>< t™'- titid timni h <3»™e 

ilMitt. Tbp Uibiltltaot* Ihr by tf»4« «iil b*flillc«((*j Uiey b*’™ 
jukI TiiiDyBtilAt 4<lHi finfT iilt4t4V> MkI ® 

Jm) td Mltoi^. L . . Tt«ni *»B in ihi* (xmntry miiiy Chri*- 

H.H. , wluj b*t»> oh miAin of UmlTown. — MJUtW 

The me of the Mongole from tho ppfliticm of deaplaed 
tributArics of the Kin dynaaty U) that of lords of 
Asia luid Easletu Europe ia sinoog the great^t 
ovonts in hiatory. Chengi^ Klmoi the orgsni^g 
genius who welded tribes, with their constant fe^, 
raids and patty w^ara, into a sitigle vast, obedient 
Hmiy, waa bom in 11(12. When a boy ol thirto^ 
ho sacceeded to the confederacy built up by ins 
father YiMUgay, and for many years he suffered tlie 
viewaitudea of fortune that were ostial ia those tiiuea 
and circunistaDces; wnong them being capture by 
his enemies. After these early •UlHciiltica, wo Jicar 
of the youthful chieftain serving the Kin Etuperer 
and attacking with success the Buyr Nur Tartars 

who had killed his lather. 

Among his nJlics were the Keraite, a Neatomn 
Christiai) tribe wheae cliief. Toghril, better blown as 
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the w<ing K-lmii, pnihahiy the otiguiaUubjeot 
of the stories Bsaocifttetl with Pfcateif John, 
fubuJouA monarch lunowued in imjdiAeTtil EuifojH;. 
1 b t JtfU tJie twn ohicfB attacktsi the powerluJ Kainvan 
tribe ol Christiani which occupied the eoimtiy U* 
the north of the Tian Shan, but the campaign 
Was unsuucesflfiil owing to tlio treacheiy of^ the 
Kerait leader, who drew nil bin troops at a critina! 
moment- Three yeare later Wang Khan actu ally 
attochad and wowted the Mongols, bot, this defeat 
was avenged by Chengia, who surprised him by a 
night attack, Wang Khan flwi to th« ^’aiman, by 
whom he was put to death, TJie results of this 
encounter were important, ainco it gave ChengiK 
control of the floutJicm puri of the present province 
of Mongolia. 

His nojt campaign was liirectcil against the 
Naiman, The two forces met tej the north of ihc 
Tiau Shan, and the result was a decisive victor}’ 
for CfiangJ 2 , who thereby euljju^tei! the Kaimana 
and their whies. The Kainnm king was carried out 
of the battle mortally wounded, but his ;ion Giiclduk 
escaped to Chuiere Tiirieatan aiuf took refuge with 
the (htr Hhnn, wljoiw hospitality he abused as men’ 
tioned in the previous chapter. 

In 1318 Cliongis invaded Chincae Tuikestan and 
detached a force of 20,000 nien from the inaiu body 
lo attack Quchluk. The latter fled without attempt¬ 
ing to light for his throne, but was ovettolfen in the 
wilds of Bndakalmn and put to death. Th© Mongol 
general prot:laimed freedom of worohip, wliioh was 
one of the few bensftts conferred by Ibcsc mmiatl 
rulera. Through their inducnce, too, the position of 
.Moslem women was coneideratdy raised in Ceninil 
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Aaui, wild!? it is stiJI ioJativ4!|y high. Lat^r on 
I'ommcici'' jjr«liporwl, OK’ing tiO thw removal of the 
boiHijdariea of and diinng Ihu aectmil half 

of the thirteenth centiifT the ill1lEtriou^ Venetian, 
MnrcD Poklo, truversed the province from the PwniiB 
t^> Kashgar, from that city to Yarkand ami Khoian, 
and thenoe to Cltina. 

Cheogis Khjm divided his dominions among lib 
four sons. To Chagntal, Iub second son, waa assigned 
TransoJdana us a centre, with appanagee in every 
direction; EsiBtcni Tnikcstem, Hi, Tibet, Ladak, 
Hadakehan, Afghanistan, Kaaiimir and Bokhara 
iieing at) included in his wide*spreading kingdom, 
ebagntai was a follower of Buddha, and his rule w*as 
both vigorous and toterunt. His oapitaJ was at 
Aintaligh, near rtte modem ivulja, trhoro he led a 
nomoda life remote from tlie great cities of Samar- 
ennd and Bokhara. He bestowed Eastern Tiirkesfaii 
lit) the Dughlut family, and its ofamfs became hcredi- 
torj’' rulers of the province. lllarlT in the four^nth 
csntu.ry a permanent division was made, Moghulistao' 
luting aeparalod from Transoxiana. For the former 
biiigfiom a hfoiigol jirioee. Ison Bugha, was elected 
and set 00 the throne, which he occupied until his 
death in 1330. His anocesaor, after an interval of 
nnareljy, was hb son Tuglduk Timur, whoee mother, 
while pregnant with liim, had. on account of the 
jealousy of the head wife, l>een married to a noble¬ 
man and sent away from the Court. Owing to 
this it was not even known whether a son or a 
daughror had been bom to the iiAia until tlie 
head of the Oughhit triho dospatcheil a confidenHal 

> TLim r»nB»llr •IHVJK'" flomOry tjHip «<• 

tt# nai-^— OlT^iivn ^ Efutnai*. 


266 TUliOUOIl UiiSKRTlj ANt* OASES «-«■ 

aervtuiE., who ii»c«rtaiiw:*J the faoU iirid brotieht Uacb 
tbu yauUi, theu suttewi yeam of “«p- 

Tile Turikb'i^Uiihidi, the sole important lit*i»ry 
worh produced m Eaatem TniitCTiaji/ oimuuj with 
ttio following sentence, which merits quutidtuii: 
“ One day. when Titghluk Ttnitir Khan woa feeding 
his dogs with swine’s iU'sh, ShaijH Jauml-u-Din w«a 
brought into his presence. The AVinit dsid to the 
Hkaukh. ' Are you betuir ihiin this dog or is tlio dug 
better than yuti I ’ The Sliaykh replied, ' If I have 
faith I am the better of the two, Imt if I hav« m> fmlh. 
thU dug is l«ttec than I am.' The A Aon wss much 
impccssed by three words, and u great love for Islam 
took posaffiHUon of his hearr." Hi.-* conversion did 
not take place dnriug the A’AayiA's Ufotiiiie, hul was 
accompliahed by n -Uauinna or “ Master,*' a mnalJ, 
weak man in appearance, who, when challcuged, 
smote the Champion of tho InhdclB sense lew. Dita 
aceniiiigty iiiiraciilouA hUyvt rc^siilwtl in pon$*inj# 

Woming Mosknm, and hy the end of the fourteenth 
century Islam had BUppliuited Lliuldliwni generally 
throughout Kasteru Turkesuan. 

Tuglduk Timur's lirat capital was Aksn, but later 
he aaluctcd Kashgar, and bis chief claim to diatinetiori 
is ius connection with the great Tamerlane- At this 
period tlw western ditiaioa of ilThngatai's kingdom, 
which was ruled by pup]iet KJinm, had fallen into 
a state of annrehy, 'Tughluk Titnur accordingiy 
determined to annex it, and in IflflO croaRed tiw 
frontier at the heed of an army. The chief of the 
Barlas tribe w'os defeated and fled to Khoriwiin, but 
his nephew Timur, destiued to beoomv famous a# 

* Tlw *ril« Jfi>M lUidfsr, UuifcJiM, 
wsMtort, uul ^|f»pKw■4^7 deM:nb#J liTFtit* III *bkL bb 
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Tutrivrliuic, invcij Uio situation by timely BubiuiB' 
sion. aiut wjia nN:i-.i ved into favour. 

On the death of Tughide Timur in 1303 Timierlace 
drove out liia son, who died shortly Afterwards, and 
tlje throne of Kashgar was usurped by Amir KamAr- 
ii-Din, of tJie Dughlat tiibo- 

In I37fi- hea ring that Moghtdistan was weakened 
by fltsordnia, Tamerlane dccidffll to invede it. In 
the chronii'le known as the Zufar Xmau an inter¬ 
esting acoount is given of this campaign. At the 
outset the weather was terribly seveie; ” No one 
ever yet 8)iw mt uiuch snow; the world looked like 
a morsol in the snow's mouthBut Jahangir, the 
invader's (tldest son, defeated the enemy, ftho had 
taken tofuga in deep ravines, Kamar-u-Din eacoped. 
but hil wife and daughter wore captured, and Tamer- 
taiic married the latter and ended tlie campaign with 
festivities, ile invaded Mtighultetan alfogetiier five 
times, ilw valJoy of Uie Tuidur being the meeting- 
placje of Ids armies, and Eastern Tuibestan suHercd 
tofrihly irom these raide, in tlio coutao of which the 
uotintry was fairl waste. 

In i3(f2 Kanjar-u-l>in died, and a aon of Tughlidt 
Timur, who had been leadbg a ^ndermg Ui®, 
hidden by his attendants, at limt in the Funiits, 
then in the Knen Lun, and fhially in the wild Lob 
Nor region, was set on the throne, and oonduded a 
peut:e with Taroerhine, 

Tamerlane's last projeotod campaign against Cluua 
would have led iicross Moghulistan, and the Khaif 
was much ponurbed by orders to bow large tracts of 
land ivitli com and i,o collect thousands of head of 
cattle for the use of the army. But one day " they 
saw advancing rapidly a man mounted on a black 
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horse am! clotW in robes. The thambeilftiiui 

mn tip fwm ever)- nEd« Ui try to stop Mm in hie 
i-oiiBw, hut he ditt not akokeu Ms siUMSti till lie esiwe 
up to where the Khoi* was standings Then he tJuUed 
out in a loud voice, * Amir Timur m no more: he 
has died »t Otiurf’ Many horacmen were sent 
alter h ip*, hut noae could overtAke him/’ The ueft*a 
iinnounced in tMn dremoiic fashion was coohrmed 
fofl 7 *JiTe day® hitcr. The "SpourgeoKiiHj” had died 
on February 4, I405» und the country was thereby 
saved from being eaUn up by the vast nnnics which 
he would have M on this distnnt campaign. 

It is interoat.ing to note iJiat in 1420 Amir 
Rhudodml, the theu niter, entertained the embassy 
despatched Ity Shah Ifukh, the celeliiated. successor 
of Tamorlone, to the Emperor of China. The outward 
route of the ambassadois ran by Samarcand and 
Tashkent and iIieDc.e to the north of the T'ian l^han by 
Yuldmt to Turfanj the return route puMing through 
Khotan and Kashgar, The autograph letter* of 
Shah Ruhh are still extnnt, and the description of 
the journey given by one of the envoyi t» delight* 
fully rivid. 

Wo team & good deal aWut Eaatoro Turkestan 
fluriitg the early part uf the sixteenth century 
through Mirztj ffaidar’s description of the career 
of Sultan Said, whoso service ho entered. Thia 
ruler, unable to face the Ujiliegs. whoso power 
had become formidable, decided in IJ»14 to foiwke 
Andijan and to attack Aba Bake, of the Dughlnt 
tribe, who ruled at Kashgar and Yarkand, The 
expedition was a complete success and re-catablishcd 
the Uoghd dynaa^, Abii Bnkr being murdered 
while Qceing to I.BJ!lalc, Sultan Said inv^ed Badak- 
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ahan, Ladab oud Kimbmir during the real two 
deoadejt, aaif died from the effects of tJie raneficatinn 
of the atmoephero on his way back frofn Ladak, 
near the cetebratcd Kamtorttui Pass, Raabid KJian, 
who gave hi* oaino to the Eustoiy, eueceeded to the 
Uirooe aiul ruled for some years with much cruelty. 
After hifl death hia boo* divided ihedr heritage, and 
the country relapsed into anarchy. 

Under ihe later Chngatei KJmiu?, Islam iwovercd 
from the act-back it bad tewived from the invaBJiiiiB 
of ChengiK Khan and hta iijjmodiftie succeasinii, 
ijmiihs mainly t,o the mfluenen of BokJfars and 
fininatcand, which fuwl booonae important centica of 
Moalein tiiammg. During the reip of Raahid Khan, 
the ootehnited saint Sayyid Hht^n Ilaaan, ^more 
gencrnlly known as Makhdvm-i-Jzani. or “The 
Orcot Master/* visited Knahgar from ."iamarcond 
and woe received with extraopdinarv honotira. The 
aaintV aona settled nt Kashgar, whore their father 
had married o wife and hod received rich estates, 
and gradual IV csUbliiilied a theocracy, lading upon 
the nooks of tlm fmhtfiwftive, apotbetic peofilo a heavy 
yoke which they giill bear. In courw of time two 
parlies were fomiwf whoso inffuence on the Bubec- 
qtienc history of the country baa been profound. 
The Biiiiportets of the elder non were termed 
foidfn or " 'Vliiw Mountaineera/* from the name 
of the rouge behind Artu-di, their beadquaiteiF. 
wlmreaa the irapportere of tfie younger were known 
as Kara Tculin or Black MwmtmneerB, from 
the hilla near Khan Arik- Both parties of Khojas. 
„ lliev were termed, aimed at political supremacy 
imd intrigued with any eatcrnal power that appeared 
likely to fovonr their ambitions- 
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In T fi()3 fAHWjtis PortugUMO monk Benedict 
Goea renohed Yarkand and wb» bnnourably received 
by its niter, to whose mother he had Jeni inoni-y at 
l6ibul. The Prince repaid the debt in jado, which 
the tmvelJer sold to great advantage during tua 

ouwanl ioiimey, ^ l- i i 

Wfl now come t-o thetise of theZimgarsor kalmnks, 

a i^longol race whivli then dwdt in Hi and the aur* 
rounding diatriota. Under Khun Ilaldan Bokc^ha, 
one of the outstanding figarcs of the period, their 
power Btretohed northwania to Siberia and sonth* 
wards to Kueha^ Karaalwhr and Kunya-Ttirfan; 
hut W.*ld.in rebeHod ugainat the Ghineat* and wiw 

decuBvdy lienien. _ 

Hilt nephew and Bucccsaor;, Tse Wang Ibindaii, 
ruled from Kami on the oaat t<i Khokand on Uip 
west, and, until his murdor in 17127, was the niost 
powerful of Ziingarian rulem. The Torgut Mongols 
from fear of him Hod to tiie biuilta of the Volga- Sir 
ITtinrr Howorth gives an intoitwung account of the 
relations beiwecn Tfw Wang and I he rtussiaiw, from 
which it appears that Peter the Great, attmoted by 
nimoufs of gold in Eaetcm Tnrkestan, despatched » 
iKNly of ntm men up the Irtish with Varkand as 
their ofa|ficttvei Imt tJie Zungats iiaaaiUjtt the column 
and fon^ it to retiro. 

To return to the Shoja family, its most oelebnitod 
memhor was Hidayat URa, known us Uasrat Apak 
or “ His FTigioiess the Presenco/* head of ibe Ak 
Taalins^ who was icgiLided os a Prophet socmid 
ouly to Mohanied. Expelled from Kashgar he took 
refuge ut. Lhossa, where the Palai Lama iwfriended 
Btip? >idvised him to seek the aid of the Znugars* 
In IfiTS the latter sahed Kashgar, which remained 
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in tltoir powor fnr iHAtiy and Hatral 

ruled oa the deputy of the Khan, puying trihuto 
(M}iuvaIont to £4)2,000 per aoDUjn. In bis old age 
the isoini retired fruni tfie n'ortil to end Ma ilaVi’ 
iiniong his disctpleo. 

Some years later internal ^liaordera enabled Amar- 
sjiuu, ono of tlie Zungar obiefa^ to declnre hiniscli 
and hia triite Chinene aabjecta. and to persuade otJier 
tribes to follow his example; be also indneed Kasbgnr 
to tender allegianco to the Chinese. It was the 
policy vl f.tie Emperor Eecn Lung to reconquer Ili 
anil Kaateni ^rnrhestan fur the C^leatial Empire; 
and in 174)5 he despatched an army J50,UD0 strong, 
whioh met with Uttjo reaLstaiuso and euubled him lo 
coUAulidate the allegiance tendorad ilutmgli Atnur- 
^^mn, who was apiminfed Paxantount Chief, The 
Zungar stxin tired of Chinese rulo and massacred a 
detacliiiicut of the Celestial forces; but the Chinese 
reoccupinl Zungaria in ITdT, and tn tho following 
year cmabed the tribe, Kulja was founded on the 
rttte of tile ZujigarULM oapibal. and the modern name of 
irain-Chiang or the " New Proviutic*' was fonually 
bestowed on the npnonijucml (.'ountTiefl. 

The Chinfise* realizing their numerical weakness, 
scr.tlifd noliEers and lataUeas men in the fertile districts 
of th*^ “ New Province,^* to wdiich they also deported 
crituiinals and political priaonone, among the btfer 
Itfling Tungatiis deported from Kansu and Shonsj. 
Chinese rule was evidently loss harah than Ausrian; 
for in 1771 the Toigut Mongols to the numiier of 
lOO.OOP families fled back to the Hi valley from 
ihe banka of the Volga, as namtod in draniatic 
fashion by Do 4,Juintsey, 

The p^tige of Ohma after her splendid successes 
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witft njiturally very bigli &Jid to furt-hcr •c4^(tisi' 
tiona. Fiist (lie Middle and then the Uttle Horde 
of Kiighix, in apite of their eoiinection with itnseia. 
offered their eubmisflion ; it wiu* nooppted, and the 
rulew of Khokand, Baldstjwi. and fuh 

Eowed (tuit. 

The Kham of Centr»l Ania were alimued by this 
dispfay of Chinese power, lUid fonned a confoderacy, 
Ltiodod by Ahmad Khan, the Amir of Afghnnistan, 
who despatched an erabaasy to Peking to fltynand the 
surrender of Chiaeae Turkesian on tlie ground that 
it was inhabiteiJ by Modems, Receiving an uneaiia- 
factory reply, the Afghan Amir was careful not to 
nttack the Chinese, but contented IdiuKeTf with 
holding Badakshan in force; and soon afterwards 
the confederacy broke np, 

Chinew exactiona both in taxation and in forced 
lulwur for the erection of cnntonnttmta now becanic 
very heavy, and many of ibo oppressed poaeants 
fled to Andijan, whew tfiey fornuid a party of mal¬ 
contents;, who awaited their opportunity. 

The first attempt to expel the Chin use w'aa niede 
in IH22 by Tahangir, the Khoja, who, supported by 
the Kirgliix, rdtled Ka.Hfigur, but wae repubmi, and 
retreated to the country south of Jsaik Kul, where he 
defeated a Chinese expoditicaj. In 1826 ho again 
tried to win Kashgar, and this time with sucreaa 
Koormous forces were orgnnixed for ita recovoty. and 
after a trial by champions. In which a Ralmuk archer 
defeated a Khokondian armed with a musket, the 
Chinese won the day* and Jahangir was captured and 
put to deaiiu Cunflscaiions and oxeontions foKpwed, 
and 12,000 Afodem families were deported to Hi 
and settled as eorfa under the name of Tarontebia. 
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Forbid, Ujo, werfi LuiJt at nil important centres nntl 
Cbin&^ Hutlmrity tu^meti to be dtxongcr thun ever. 
Ah kt furtber preenuLiun a liloclmde was lieelared 
n^piinst, Klioknnd,. The A'Aan, reaeniing thia policy 
tutd ueiiig Ymntf, Uie broHicr of .laluuigirr os a 
pupjwt., in vailed the ptoviniM! iii l>nt was 

forced to rccnrti to defend hie own couiitiy ajculnst 
uii mviuion froiu. Bukliaru. 

in tJie Jullowing year the Chiuesc tiuide peuee 
with Khokand, I bestowing valnablo privtlegea on the 
AVioiif iiioludiiig a yearly etiljGtdy of £3000, in return 
for which he was plechjod to prevent huntile eirpedi- 
irons; he was aIko granted entire otOLtml of Ins sub> 
jeote in Chineiie Tuikestaii, to be exercised throngli 
.'fJtsnAoU or ''Eldena" of iheir own nationailty. 
The term AUi Shnhr, or ^'Sbe Cities,” now began 
to be applied to the western part of the province, 
which was epecially alTecied by the ueaty. 

lit I84U, the result of th« British opeiutions against 
China unii the weoknesa of tlnii empire l>eoomtng 
known, the sons of Jahangir attompted atiothcic 
expedition, beadiGid by Ldion JKJian E/i&jtty known on 
Koita f uro, or *' CJreat. Lord,” who was the moving 
spirit among the brolhont. Kashgar was captured 
by troaclieiy; but the tyranny' of the victoisaliemited 
the province, anti the Chinese gomson at Yarkand 
was strong enough to expel the motley gatheting of 
and Khokondi odventutiets, in whose wake 
Oome families left their homes and crossed 

the Terek Dawan in mid-wintcr, 

A decade later another attempt was mude by W'all 
Kh an KJioja, who occupied Kjiahgai in 18S7 and 
maosarred tJiO Chmeso, Surrounding lUinaaif with 
faiuatical Khokantlis, he iil-truated and oppressed tin* 

T 
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populatioii, eofcroing five Juiiy attendauceit al the 
mo^tiea, hy meann of omel ptmtsluneufe, and forbid¬ 
ding the tiine*honoiur«I olifitom of pioiring the hoir; 
he ftlso barboroualv murdered the Gotmeii travdler 
AdoJph flcLliigiiitwcit. TiiSmJfs to h» unpitpularity 
the Chinese army whwh attacked the usurper met 
witfi no resiatanoe, end the Khoja IJ«f baek to 
Andijan, foHowed. it ta said, by «)nm fifteen thou¬ 
sand familie*. But probably nIJ these number* are 
eza^mted. 

A new figure was now about to apjtear on the stage, 
through whoso action Chinese Turkestan was oia-ned 
up to Great. Britain niid Uumua. Wo rnoy therefore 
fitly end the second sectioo of this historical aketch 
before describing the kingdom founded by kakub 
Beg. 

































































CHAPTEtt XV 


A?f niSTOaiCAL UKETt'a Of CBUrUse TUBXRfJTJLN: 
rnc UODER.N’ [’KaiOD 

’Itm «>yMn ol liw' Ab^ in tins Sbc OUn wun many; dotii • 
einiiTiiiiBtvd Uirt^ and Aik akudut wntr Q» irHdniMBaiia of A-a*!* 
tor tinta dainiy wamoMU—# lin*Atfor Jlafla^ 

By way of introduction to ttits clupter fsonie »fei- 
luico to the Khanates of Central b lialled for. 
Half a i^imtuiy ago Uttlu or no accurate bformatioo 
on the auhjwjt was obtainahlo in Loglond; for, 
although a briiluint hand of British officera hud 
pimetntted to remote Bokhara and Khiva before tiie 
^dfUe of tile niueteomth ccntiuy, the Khanates of 
the Sit IJaria wore Iwyond tUeir ken. 

With Uoraia it woe othomise. She wi» drawn 
forward mainly, pethaps, by the funhidoiur of her 
frontier offidore but alao by the desirability of 
controlling the raidora of the steppe, ^le Ktiaaian 
cohirotis mot with litUo aerioua opposition, being 
mAterialJy aided in tlieir advance aouthwa^ by the 
Sir Daria, which not only provided drinkiiig water, 
hilt to a certain extent helped to eotve the difiiruit 
problems of itupply and rraneport. 

Kusna reached the Sea of Aral and the mouth of 
the Sir DaHfl m erected two forts, one in 

a harbour of that sea and the other at the moutij 
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uf the river. Thia forw-anl «tep l.roiight Uct into 
iiuslite contiwit with the slute fif Klwkaiui, w 
nJera bitterly rcscutwl the uppoarante of rite 
cm Power io an are* whore they had hitherto 
uncbnUeiiged. Bat Buatiin wm nut- to be denial, 
Tn the ailviiiioe up the croet river w «3 bcgiut. 
tl>e fitHt outi»o*tt of KUokanJ being wptured in ihut 
year; (Uid fout year* later Ak Mae|iil. eituated 
'miles up the Sir Oaria. vtm taken. The Ctimeau 
War pjir»lyw-J UiL^akii fi^tivity for sjwmte i>ut 

in tSft'i Tushkcnt was captured and the territory 
Iving i>etw'ecii the Ses of Aral nlid the tssik Ktll 
was formed into t he frontier ])ntvince of Turkestan, 
riaving very briclly' treoeil (Jio mlvniicc of liHsaia 
to this point, we turn to KJiokand, whore a uiove- 
men I originated which pntfoundly iiiflitonoed CJiinc» 
Turkestan and the aJjiicoM. ooiuitries. At thin 
point i$ome account niiist 1» given of \akub Bog* an 
adventurer desttued to play a leading jMiri on the 
stage of Chiniisc TiirkoRtan. The future Amir 
bora lUJM Taahkoui in IttSb, his futhor, wlio cininu'd 
to Iw descended from Tamerlane, iMiiug » inei or 
judge. Ar. tlie age of twenty-five we find \akub 
Beg a chiiinlferlain in the ecrvico of the youthful 
Kbndayar Khtui, win* waa phicisi cm the Ihtooo of 
KLokand by the Kajiehak chief, Slussalnian Ivuli, 
Yakub's eisler mwriijd the Kapehak govornor of 
Toahkent, and Yakub, mainly through hia inJluenoe, 
was sipiwintcd Govetnot of .4k. Mnejid, whiiilt fort he 
stubboraly bill tmsocoesatuUy defended against tJic 
Hu^ions. In ISSfi hlussalman Kuli was barbarously 
executed by his ungrateful master, and the Kapohob 
ami Kirghiz united to expel Khudayar in fovuur of 
hia eldest brother, whom they eet on the throno. 
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Vakub liifl Bflrvtoeu to tlio ncnr Ebon, wbo 

iW!*aJsiiLiiAtwl two ycois wliereupon Khtt- 

itftvnr rctiim&fJ to til# t.hfojw Atiil took Yflkub into 
fiiwur oticoiigain. But thui. rwAcheroiitiollkuil «mmih 
tiuMrted Khudjivar in favour of Shah Mimwi Khan, 
ant.th.-r flUimant U. the fhronii. He was oidcroil hy 
big njflfitflf to hold Khojand^ hot lacing tliitNiteo™ 
liV t* Bokhuraii fotm ho fiintcndertd im chiiig® aiid 
lohnnl «he Invaders. Lrtto. Vakub Beg fought tJie 
RiLssians befoiu Toahhont in ifHW, when G^ml 
Cbemnieff, after tho fall of Clifmlttmt, fail^ in lus 
nttorapt. to rapture tbe vity by a t^tip (ff tnain. 

At thiu jimrtuw the envoys of Sadik Beg. a 
Kirghlj: chief, brought news of an anti-Clune^ 
revolt in Kwtigar and uslccd for a BcSon of the /TAojU 
fatnily tn lw«J it. Bnaiirg Khan, last, aurvivii^ son 
of Jjdumgir. who lived in Kliokutid, whs acroidmgly 
anproarhod. He reiwldy embraced tlie oppori.unity 
Wid eppoint^cf Yakub Beg to eomimmd the tmv 
boUv of aixtv folbwem which constituted his entire 
roiliUry ioica, ihc Khan of Khokand Iwung nutmaUv 
ftwrsc from parting wiib his soldiera in fave of ibe 

imminent Buesiiui menace > .t t- 

The Uliifi party of ndventurem cpossimI the Tta^ 
9ha» in mid-mnt« without encountoEing any opjHisi* 
tion and in Janumy IRAS reached the neighl)onrho« 
of Kunhfmr. Meanwhile Sadifc Beg Imd reputed o 
The mvitatinu given to the Khoja pnnee, and pointed 
out that the Chinese wore sure to reconquer K^h* 
ear. where they would exact stem retribution. Bnt 
A'okuii Bcgi wioulded in the sdiool of udversi , . 
disTOgaTtied the warning and insisted on 
KMhmr, wlHW Bii««rg Klmn wm n»ivBl mtk 
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who ven» eowMtHy, idl» «itt dijwolote. iinmcdmtely 
htfdunfl immew^ in senaiifll plpaauiea, ontl Yjikttb 
Btig was left to deal with the diffieulttc*! of the 
filiation, whioh wero aliiioat ovprwhpJmmg* 

In the fiirt plare Sailik Beg soon changed bis 
attitude and, fmtn being on aiiy, bocjitiu'. an open 
enemv. IIosliUtieB therefon; coininf^ced, which, 
iiuuiily timugb the persounl exertions of li akub 
Beg. ended in the defeat of the Kirglua rhiof, who 
Qed to Tashkent, 

Kashgtu luiving been made fairly salo by this 
actiou, alljeiti the Chuicse held Uio cantonmont witJi 
a force l(m strong, Yakuh Bog deeideiJ to attack 
Tangt Ilissar and Yarkand, He rcachwi the latter 
city with a small force, leaving troops to invest 
Yiiagi trissar: but tint* dominant Khavas were 
hostilo to hia preWJiBioiifl and were atrong enough to 
drive him back to Vongi Hiasar. Not hing daiintod, 
the indoinituble ml venturer, with the uhi of reinforce' 
ments from Kashgar, pressed the aioge of the Clliinese 
oanbonmeni at Yangi Hissar ami fimilly capturcd 
and put to death ita garriaon of 2000 men. Ho 
followed np this snccesB by fuilisting the services of 
Beg, who hod again appeared on the scene, 
anil also of a force from Batlakshan. 

But his nev ailiija were only Lalbhearted, and 
when he was attacked by a targe force of Tiuiganis 
fnitii Mamthashi he could only rely on his own 
foUowent. The action, which was fought' outside 
Y’angi Hisear, waa nearly lost owing to the defection 
of the Kifghit and Badakshmiis, but. Yakub Beg 
stood hit ground firmly and won ft well-earnsd 
viciotyt the tiumediate truits of which included tlie 
suhmiaston of YarkaniL 
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The BCCJie ixuw (diilta back to Kaahjgar, where the 
Chinese garri-Hon ^lutlKQt^ere^^ «id was oiirolleil in the 
Rony of Yftknb Beg ns " New ISfusanlman but the 
Vitliiiin, mutating the fine eiHuuple of hie eoUeagtie 
pit Ynrkand, blew up liimaelf and tufi folbwcre b 
the (ort. Yakub Beg mamed t he beautiful dnughter 
of the Chineaw general, and 'Was much inJlueJiced by 
this wife, who boro him many children. ^ 

For a short time it spemed aa if all would ^ well, 
but the Tut^nis who had snrwnderod decided on 
a fbal hid for power at Taikand and treacheroualy 
attacked Yakul Beg. Bmmrg Klian. too. at thi» 
iuncture deserted hia general, whoae position ap- 
fieared tlcSfjenite: but ^am Yakub Beg's reroarl^le 
coUrogp saved tlie aituation. He impo^ his will on 
the Tuiigonia by attnekbg and capturing Yarkand; 
thou, marehbg on Kasbgur, he defeated Buzu^ 
Kban, who had declaied hbi a robd. A» a to 

this virtojy Bunuig Khan waa deposed oud fi^ly 
oipeUwl. and Vaktib Beg aroiimed the powers of tiia 
master. Ilia position was recognisicd by the 
of Bokhara, who m 18 ftD coufe^ upon him Uie 
title of JM -tamuipion Father ; 

|„ii on the other himd, he h.id U» roclron with 
the*«o™*hant jealotwy and hostility of ntigh^uni^ 
Kbotad, «HioU W.I. ,'*T “^ll' 

Tlie capture of Kliotan, whtcli followed in ISSi* 
endeii hia &rot aiiccessful period of dimng 

which, in spit® t>* madequato rauana. he had aocom' 

Yflkub Beg waa catabiiahiug hie jwwer va 
Kftskrar Yarkand and Khotan, his rhanceo of succ^ 
l.y cve»., in th, d«^« «. r*c 

„„rtli or W mnge. Th, Taipin* 
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mgeil from 1S50 to 1864. had laid waato th« noh«at 
pruviju?«s of China, In ISjJS, apart fratn Lhia coit' 
vuMon, a fiorop M^etn msnmotion broke out in 
Ymuian: and in 1662 then* wait a roWllion amonf; 
iJjQ Mixtleriift of Sfienoi tind Koiisii, wtucb grmlintlJy 
aprood acroi» the dwert to the ffi pmvinee, tphere 
l.Ito '['anwtcbu iiomhlned with the Tungania against 
the Chinese autlioritiee. Tbis relieltton wits Biiece8»< 
ful. Diid Ili was seized in Jatiuaty 1866, wJien it 
Tungaiu^Tanuiteht Go?i!niment woe formed, which 
remain 0(1 in power until the occupation of the 
province by Russia in 1811. 

We now turn to Takub Reg's ennipoigntt to the 
of Kashgar. The Tungunis and of Ahsa 

were not supported to any matoiinl extent from Tli, 
and he Umreforc liar] niuiuly to deal with on already 
defeated force when hecommencvdoperatioiui in IS67. 
Atom, although nniuralfy a strong poeition, tjfftuvd 
but slight lesiatmtre, and the Atalit mandied i»ri to 
Kuidia, which he tdso captured. After roceiving the 
submission of Komshahr, Tutfan, 11/uiii, and Urunielii 
ho returned in triumph to Kashgar, He stiiHU!i|uciitty 
onneicod the upland ilisttict of Sarikot, carrying off 
its inhabitants and iilling their place W'ifli Yarkimdis 
and Kirghiz. 

ft is proluible tfuit Valotb Beg was induced to 
n^siimo operations ogmnst the Tuugatijs as much by 
the difficuity of feeding and paying lija army ns by 
ambition. In the autumn of 1866 he passed fartlier 
east to Korla, which fell, and tfie series of catnpaigua 
was continued, generally with s^(^cesa. undl 187S. the 
Kashgar troops pwiattating os far east a» Cliigfitjun. 
a snuil) town to the east of Tuifuii. UittJe regard 
was jiaid to the wretched inholutonta, who were 
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pruttciejmd witliout mercy ami iwntetiim^ mAssacmd, 
in Mi.'cordancc with the neiial pmctice in Central 
Aaifl, TJie Atalik tiins achieved milllaty Rttccess, 
t»ut. he fuilntl to organize his cuiitjuests against 
tile day when Uie slow-moTtng Chinese tif^vemment 
ahciuld attempt to tTgain its lost provuuces. On the 
other haiult be probably eouhl not control his troops, 
who would have deserted fnul looting becii forbidden. 
In any ciuii hin CRD'dant Tnilitniy succea^ee produced 
H great inipfcssiiin in the neiglibuiLring states and 
spread liis fame fur and wide. 

iTattub Heg’s power wns based on a memeniuy 
fori'o which was romiirkuble for its fieterogonefitis 
campcHiitiou. Just as hia putuce, which whs bmii and 
Qi^nised on tJie lines of barracks, wiis full of rannon 
of every deecripT.irm, ranging from ancient Chinese 
pi Cites to modem ait i Hen', so his army mcluded men 
fmiii eve IT iicigldiouhiig province. The most trusts 
wnrthr imd efficient seddiem were Kliokandis, who, 
fxping sfmiigcm in the land, would natiifully be 
loyal to their chief and fellow'-conntrynian, whereas 
the local TH-osaiitry mode indifFerenl hghterv. An 
oleTncnt uuniericaily important, but for tiw most 
part of unimstworthy quality, was the Tunganis^ 
who itcrvcfl mainly from bar. Them were also a 
numl>er of Indian and Afghan advnnttrrcm, some of 
the former lieing dei^ortom from the Indian anny. 
The Chininkt tmopa w’cre never ujmmI for distant 
campaigns. 

'rim men above mentioned, who constilated the 
regular troops, were divided into mounted inhiniiy, 
nrtillmy and infmttry, the fon;e liehig Inereos^l 
by levies of Kiighie, [htlania and other irregnhiin 
of doulibful uiiliiaiy value, ft k now lielieved that 
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Vftkub Brg luut ftover mure tJj&Q 20.fH)0 triLstvi*mthT 
men tn hi# emivice^ nllljougU exaggembed accounts of 
his stri?iigth were grncniltj cp^tod. [lin troops, 
to liiii somewhat retnarkahlc peraotmilty und 
tnADv lictonec, were of better fighting I'ciliir thivn 
those of Khokand and Bokhara; Uut. os the event 
proved, ihej' were uniiblG bo copo with Chiucse troops 
tjrainofl on Eimipcjtn line!!, nor would they have 
withstood erjtud numboiB of Russiati troops. 

(Lis govemmeut was bused on the Moslem taw, and 
wm very oneroufl. It must Iw recollected that he 
miuiitnined a court and a lariuie urniy> tiiamly at tlie 
expense of perhaps a million poverty*irtrickeD peasants, 
who, in addition to paying the hctivr taacs of nomi- 
nally oiustcuth of all produce, were ginuod down by 
the unjust tnX'^ollectoiB until their condition waj? 
pitiable. Moreover, he icept « huge body of towu 
police and also a large force of sei^ret police, whcee 
united activities must tmve added cnOBidernlly to 
the geiicrat niisory. The Eoct that he was a strong 
ruler implied the imptMition of heavier burdens ou 
his unhappy aubjecta. Moreover, during tin* period 
□f his rule, trade with China eutirely ceased, to the 
great toss ol lihe merehnnta, who luuJ lint little com¬ 
mercial intcrcourec with Kuseia or India, 

The rolntiuoa of Vakub Beg wit h Iluasia w'ere of 
prininiy importance to him until the f’olestiial army 
re-entcrud Chinese Turkestan, and it ia conaeijuentty 
desirable to BummaTtee them brxelly. Iho Aialik*s 
defence of Ak Masjid otul his action before Tashkent 
have already Iwen nicntiuni«tl and wore not forgntton 
by the Rnosinna, who in ISttU disiuombercd Ehokaiid 
and defeated Bokhara. The establishmont of his 
power At Kashgar caused the Ruasiana much anxiety, 
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anit tlieir frontier ofiiriiLU wore at fiTst uuttructed not 
to recogm^e Yabi)!) Beg, but, at tlii? come titne, to be 
eotieiiiatOTj, in the iUiisive Lope that tills line of action 
woukl induce the Aff/tik to make overtaitPS, 

Id puimiAuce of this fatitoiis policj the Ttussiarui 
reqiif^^tod Ranctlnri to bridge the rivisr Narin and to 
roDStniet a road to Ksshgnr; but, meedleitf to say, 
these conceaslQUii were uategorieally refused. By way 
of tuiirkhig their dhtpleasure tiie Muscovites liegan to 
construct a strong fort, at Nariii: but thdr hands vrete 
tied by attempts nu the part uf the Oentml ^Vsuin 
Kfmmtifit to tJjTow off their hated doaiination. Takuh 
Beg, openly at any mte, preserved neutmlity, end for 
five yeare I.Jiq atruggle eontinucHl, with the resnit tJiat 
the Tfttiwiiui yoke was rivolod more fitinly than 
before on Khokand mid Bokhara. To ihere pre- 
DccupationB the .4talik probably owed his safety for 
the time taiing, as the cuustruciion of Fort NorJn was 
avowedly intended as a preliniinaiy to an attack on 
Kashgar, and it appeara that an expedition desrtinfld 
lor that tJiflk in ISTO waa at the fast hour diverted 
against Khokand, wliich tmcjcpectedly revolted. 

Ijater on the Itussmn authorities exchanged their 
Botnowhat. metiaiing policy for one of peaceful fione- 
tration and attorttptod to gain tm entry into Cldnese 
Turkestan tJirough tlieir meidiante, 'Flicy also sent 
a young officer to distjuss various questions with 
Vaktib Beg, who in turn despatch^ one of his 
nephews to Ruiaia. jks, however, bis envoy was ac¬ 
corded no official recognition, little progress woa made 
in ileveloping relations, and the AttAik nuirntained 
towardii his funnidahle rival un uncomprotaking 
attitude, whicb convinced the Rnsfliaits tltat his 
pow'ci was much greater than was uctoalty the cote.. 
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Accordingly, in ] 872^ jLltliDUgh military pn^parations 
coatimiedr an ac’cnditetl cmvoy, Biiron Knullmm, 
was ontmotcd with the dlOicult tAnk of opening up 
official TsIiitioRa with the Ataiik. lie was receiroij 
by the grarifled ruler witlj the osElmvagant r'xpieeBion 
of Oriental hyperbole: “ Sit on my kneea, on my 
boflom, or where you like, for you are gueat» sent 
to me from heaven.'" For the fust tune complete 
freedom was accorded to the envoy, and two Kiunttan 
merchant who uceompanied the minion were granted 
every' facility lor visiting Yarkand and KJioran. 
Baron Kaulhaia was so fully impressed wilb a sense 
of the {lower of his host that he regarded him ac> a 
potentate moking with the Arnir of Af glian istun; 
and, owing in these impressions, a freaiy of commerce,. 
»ati«fnet<jry to boih parties, tvas drawn up, Russian 
goods being objected to a maximuiii dioigc of 
per cent aj w/oreiw. The envoy, wlio had learnt a 
got)d deal about' the count.ry and hud certoiidy ecororl 
a great persooul success, rotunied to '].’ashkent with 
glowing occoimts of ths Atalik and lib clomiDions. 

^Vn other ni’jihcw of Yahub Be^"s, Haji Tout by 
luune, who had travelled widely, was nest des¬ 
patched to Kuosia, where ho was ivtjeivcd wilJi much 
honour and eiiusrtAined by the Tsar. From the 
oniirt of the Korihcm Power he went on t<o visit. 
Constantinople, when: he conducted negotiations by 
w'hich Yukuh Beg, in return for an ncl^wlcdgnient 
of his mde^ieiidence, accepted tho mUierainty of the 
Sultan and issued coins bearing his effigy. Further¬ 
more, as u uuirk of high favour, the Afiiiik was 
gaaeitad an dniir, with the title of Jram.id-.f/t/fninm 
or “ Tho Tmated One of the Befieveiw.*^ 

The Bussinn nuthoritiBii in Control Aaia naturally 
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twk- uijibrag«! lit UH oUiimce wliidi wiilwi a leiiilmg 
Moilani [itivcr witL their hert'ditan- foe. Moreover, 
rcEtiliiinii intJi Vaktib Beg were not developing 
emoothly'; for, rcalmng that Lie Htate would Iw 
overrun by liiuuian merekantft, tlie Aiuir decided to 
go back on the fipiril of the treiity* of commeice and to 
(liaeotimge all Hnsdau intnidera. In the case of tiie 
drat impottajii. curavan to reach Kasligar, he kept 
iiie ownera under surveillance uJ thnu^ he purcluuscd 
tfieir goorda at a fair rate through one of his agents. 
But> jia the payment was made in debased coiiijige llie 
merchant storKl to lose, and Hu ally did J use, it» spite 
of siren iiQus olhcial Kusuiti support. A y'car later 
Yakub jigain changed bis mind and invited unother 
Iluiskn mereltunb to visit ICoaligar. He received 
better trealment, with the result tJtat tinde gradu¬ 
ally increased. The chief aim of Hossin was to be 
permitted to appoint an Agent at Kashgar, whereas 
^'akub Beg would only id low h Curamtibaiihi or 
Su{>ertntcitdcnc of camvaiia (a nuiii of little standing 
or c^ducationjl to reside at. the ^oipitHl. lu iy74 a 
liuashui official was scut to umugo this question, 
but Yakub Beg, relying on the support: of Great 
Britain, was entirely unyielding on the subject; 
indiH^I, his attitude tou'aids Uiissia became almost 
nienadiig. So inucli was this the case lliai in the 
auttttiin of the same year the Kufiiiau Hulhoriliea dc* 
dded to break his power. They had massed twenty 
thousand irmipe ou the frontiers, when a revolt iu 
Khokand forced General Katifmann to divert his 
loreee. Had Yakub Beg been a great utau he would 
itavc seised the opportituity to aid Khokand. and 
would thereby, in all prolMibility, have given a 
tierioufl set^baik- to the Power wfiich bud reaoivtjd ou 
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im deslruotiou, HtK inucUtin uii tltk si;ain]» 

htni iia uti Orie^itui udvRuturtif who ktipi Hit? kiiigduiu 
bo had won mtbor by good foituno tliitii by ugnAl 
capacity. 

Tim lebtionit of VaJ(:u)> with tlio Imlian 
Kmpitv v«x« of llttlo pocniiuieni iniporUuic« fruiii the 
political point of view, but am of oonaicltifablc interest 
to Uiv gougnipher ami to the etuiieut of politii^ und 
coinmurce. In the middle of the ninetctmth ountuiy 
the British representaUve b Ladok hcuid vogno 
acooiiuia of &lMra m Chinese 'i'artary, as it wjui then 
temtotl, from mertibanie, hut gamt!«{ Utib or no 
accurate infonnntion, although the t*d] was lifted 
sornewhst in ItiST by Adolpli SchlBgintweii, iJie first 
Euiupoan to travel from India to Yarhatid unil 
Kashgar. Dufortunnlely for him, Wall KJmn wan 
boangmg the Chinoiie cantonment of Kaahgnr at that 
time, and by hU orders the German explorer wjut 
murdBred, Eight ycais Liter, in 1803, .lohnaon,^ an 
Kngibh Hurveyor. crossed the Kuen Lun to Khotiui. 
whoro ho was m.'eived with much huspitafity by its 
ctuol; hut to Kohert Shaw beJonga the credit of lieing 
the (irat Englishuimt to explore this unknown land 
and open up idAtiona with its mlof and people. 

WhiJo he was living at lauJab uti agent of Vakuh 
Bog passed through, bound hir the Punjab, under 
orders from his master to leport uo tb* fii>jglihntiring 
land. Bhaw mentioned to this agent his intense dosin’ 
to visit Yarkand und Kushgar for tlu; purpose of 
paying his respecta fo ite celehrated rtiJor. This 
proposal was almost immediately agreed to, and Into 
in lSfl8 SJmw crciOiied the Kara Korom and reached 
Yarkand safely. His courugo and riisolution were 

■ ‘’juurmtr lo KJiiiUi, (isanj,>' vaL 17 (IdStl. 
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eviiltuiCiy c^imljjnod witii oonsidcmbit! tm-t, jui through- 
oat his juumey lie created nn oxccUent impivisBiou 
both on Yakub Heg uttd on \m oAicioId. TJic in¬ 
opportune imtval of Btiotber En^lmiao^ nayveard, 
who wan an ejrplorcr aiid ako a trader, oroiuKd aua- 
ptcion^ in the mind of the Oriental, and both men vere 
treated for a a'liile dH Lunuurod- etate piiscinerap but 
iii the end iiiey ^v'cne sent, hack to U*idiik, thoroughly 
pIcBaed with thdr reception. 

8haw*s reports excited intense intereBt. und created 
exaggerated klcaa both a# to the power of Yakub Beg 
and aa to tJte ridincss of the pri>^;)«;tive markeU ^ 
He bud snggesied to the At<Uik the appointment of 
on agent for Chinese Turkestan at Lahore. This 
sn gg fatkm was aceepted^ and the ageut was tlie 
bei^T of a cordial inviUitiiH] to the Guveraniant of 
India Co despatch an ofEcial for the pur[>ofie of 
oKiabliiduhg Iriciully relationa and opening up trade. 

Eumytii, a capable Indian dvilian, was nppointei] 
to carry ouj. tJjis rai&rion, and, accompanied by Shaw, 
ho reached yatkand in IS70 ; bat unfortiiBatcly the 
Alalik liad just ataried gU to his distant eastern 
frontier, and l‘‘orAytJj returned to tndiw without. 
accoinpliBhing his object. 

^'ilktib Beg was tis much disappointed as iho 
British envoy at this fiasco, and thzmtgb the in* 
aiatonce of his agent Fonyth wne again appointed in 
1673 to liead a niissicn, which was of greater atse 
than its predecessor. Under him were Ljeuh-Cohmel 
Gordon. Captain Oliupman and Captain Trotter, 
who have ait liad distinguished caraora. The cara¬ 
van, of 400 aritinafp, required ebborato 

supply pinporationfl, and great diffictilty was experi¬ 
ence in croaaing one of the pa^es, the Joat hundred 
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|««t nf which wiiu u. wati iif toe. But in due <»urH! 
Kargalik was njuehed, oiiiJ thcnccforwaid the nuNBiqn 
wss treated with frumdline^H md auiiipiuqii!i hospi¬ 
tality. In Ih-eeniber IS?.*! iJip jxirty rPiii.'hnJ Kiuhgar, 
iuid Kojyyth describes his reception as follows: 

'* AoiMi nitng to obiqtietie W'O disniounted at shoiib 
forty paces from the gateway, And wnlketl nhiivjy nJorig 
with tlie Ffeiid CJiantbnrliiiii going nhnad. In the 
outer gateway sofdicjs were aeatFHl on a tlnla with 
thoir firearms laid on the grrnind before them, their 
arrua fnldml and their eyi^ on tJie ground. 
then {HJSKud tbrongh a second gateway tilled with 
eoldiets, 00(1 crosHkl another court, on alt ajdai of 
w'Jiieh floldiere in gay I'ost urntis were ranged oeaU^d. 
From this court we passed into the penetmlin, a Ktnall 
court ill wliieh not a snul was viRible, am| every where 
M death I the tiilencu prevailed. At Uie further end of 
tltis otnirl WHS a long hall, with several window-doom. 
The Chamlierhtin thou lad ixa in single file, with tiicuS' 
lined tread, to some step at the aide of thn hall, olid 
cnlerijig iilmust on cipTiw luokccl in, and tutuming, 
beckoned with his hand to me to lulvniiiie jihnicc As 
I approHuhed the door he mmlea sign forme to enter, 
und inunediately withdiow. I found niyroif standing 
ut the tfireshold of a very cxtmmoii ■ lookiug ixjoni: 
looking aImut I auw enter ataiUuirvray on ilic oppooile 
side a tall stout man, plainly draped. He lieckcuicd 
n'itli Ids fuuid, and 1 advanced, thinking it must lie 
a chamberkin who wiu to conduct me to 'The 
Presience,' Instiricrtively. however, I tiuule a l»w aft 
I udvAll<^ed, and soon fonnd myself taken by both 
hands and saluted with the usual fcuin of pofit en cas, 
ami I knew that I was standing before t.be far-famed 
ruler of hhudera Turkeatan/* 
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Tlite destription that Poravth 

took luknh Bifg very much at im own vuluatioo. 
»nd tho faeb that the BritM envoy jigretid to difl- 
mount At a distance From tfio gateway imist. at 

Hoy nil*, have miaed the AUdik in the ™ of Mi 
Bubjectft, 

At tJtfe format interview a few dajn later the 
pfte. con-uatmg untinJy of munitions, were presented 
bat 1 alnib Beg waa ciiiefly pkamd with the imtogmpli 
tetter from Her aiojesty, which waa onolosed in a 
nmgTufic^rit casket. AXler eJtcliiimjng ** Piuijo to 
.\JJah r* aevemi time* Lo pmceeded to declare Ma 
fnendaMp f^ the British, referring to the Queen 
nsj the sun “ in whose genial ntys such poor propte 
AS I flaiirisM'' 


The m^oa renmined four months at Kaahgar, im 
Inboiini culniimititig in a treaty of commeree wMi h 
WAS concluded in i'etruaiy is74. By it* term* 
ft aj per cent ud valorvtu tax ivna to ho leviwl on 
good* imported from Incib, British trade thus being 
pluiied un tlio Aumc favoumble footing u* Itussinn.’ 

In iuldition to important surveys made along the 
main roufi, CotiJon led ft party to the Pomiia, which 
were oipJoned to some extent. Imieed the Forsyth 
mission was u diatinot success, if oniy hecniise these 
survey* proved heyoml doubt that India could not 
be aerioualy invadiil from the Famira or from Chinese 
Turkestan. Moreover, it eahiiged the horizon of tho 
Authorities in fndia, mid by the estaljlijdiment of 
friendly ralarions irith Cliinesc Turkestan iimugurated 
a umolt hut. prolitable trade. 

Yahub 1^, ho^vever, regnnltxl the mi ni o n far 


. * Till lest ilf Lift U jiirifu kit TH hj 

lit, tX IkniiflTr, 
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otharwiiie. aa to him it ngutfitrd ni) iilUaiicCt f^nLitig 
Ttrftinh protection n^ttist Eiiii^siart hostiJitj, And, had 
he reUinefi hia pjwer, cjMwtnut oppcala for tJd wouid 
have Iteoti received at Calrtitta. Aa tnunem tumiid 
out, both YAbub Eeg and his imnily were dfsnint^ 
to disappear from the stage of Ceatnil Asia, iinJ tluit 
speedily. 

While the Atalil'. vm orjtertaining tJje Foreytli 
iniasioQ the Chinese Government, having restored 
order at home, was preparing a formidable forv^ fur 
the reconquesi of its lost [Kwuisfliona beyond i.hc Gobi. 
The task was very diffiorilT., owing to the width of the 
desert, estimatijd at about 1;^ mifea, hut the Chinese 
army was well disrijitinefi, well eqnippeil. and well 
led, the diificultr os to supplies being succeasfttUy 
ovarroDie in a vec}' simple manuer. I'he advanced 
guard sowed crops in one of the rare omxts, and an 
ubundant hjir^'est was tltiia ]>rovidevl in the foltowing 
autumn. 

As aeon, os this afn* gatheml in, tm omy 
50,000 strong advaiicred without encountering atiy 
serimis opposition, until in the spring of 1H70 It 
reached the neighbourhiAxl of Unuiichi. The irapture 
of Uda town in August, MIowtxl by tiiat of Manns, 
fully re-established CJtmese authority t^ the north 
of the 'nan Shan. 

The Celeedab were now free to deal with Yakub 
Beg. whose prejition had l^ecume tmcjiviable. His 
refusal to aid Khokand in her lost dc^pcnite struggle 
with liussju must have lo vrezeil Ida prestige, while bin 
hostility to that power must have wcakimeii his 
position; it wua clear, too, that Great liritain ltu<l 
no intoucioii of eupperting him with troops or money. 
Apart from ibis, his heterogeneous force was no match 
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for tho yetcraii Ctiopae Hrroy, which, tnoreovor, it 
vfm for inferior in niimbett out) <>qutpnient. 

in the spring of t9T7 the Chinese omm for^^ 
munchfid on Turfan, crossing the Tinn Sltau liy the 
Devsnchi I'aas; whiic u second force, ]0,04Ki iitroti|!', 
moved wost from Hand in oo-opetation. Vakub Beg 
had pliiocd his main body for the defence of ijie 
Dovonchi Posa. but while it was holding this prwi- 
ijon news wus fcocjved nf the capture of Turhwi by 
tijn nnmi L'oluiiin. A panic ensued, and, ulthough 
tbn Alatik fought a rearguard action to the west of 
I'urfan, tie was ohUgta] to retreat to K'ltroshahr, and 
later to Koda. IMore this defeat Yakub Be^f had 
sought aid from Hiisaia, bat. in vain, purttr Ijeemute 
Kurojnitkin {then a captnin) had visited his uamp 
and reported most unfavourably on Jiia pokuitioii. 

l-'or stimo tme^pJnined reuaon, probably from lack 
of supplies, the Chinese army remained immobile 
for aeverfd months, while events were moving fast 
in rite mifimy camp, where the star of Yakub Beg 
wtu Mttlitg in gloom. After losing the eastern 
part of li!9 territory’ the Atalik liccjinte muroao ami a 
dungar to his courtiore. Aconnling to tniatworlfiy 
infonmition gained by me in Kushgur, the actual 
canso that, led up to his death was a savage flogging. 
iuflieiaiJ without any adequate noasun, on one of hk 
oinctaU. This alarmed Nioi Hakim Beg, one of hk 
principal foliowers, who poisoned him. 

Thus died Yakub Beg, who for a period uf tweivo 
years had played a leading role on the sta^ of Centml 
Aaia. He wiu fortunate, as one of his titles of Beilolai 
Hfgnitied, inasmuch as he quitted Khokand just before 
its fall (inJ aaccGssfully founded a state only a few 
niareJtes off. He was fortunate in his dealings with 
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Russia, which would havi-cPUMh^ him. but for more 
senuus ual«i which stayed her hand, aud 
was fortunate in bcinfi tilled i«at no hm kingdom ^ 
falling from hb grasp. Among the chtcb of Untad 
,Wa he was a man of capacity, ami ho was undoubt^Uy 
brave and tesolmo: but hb outlook was narrow, m 
was boviteble from hb environment. Ho romnuied 
uiert and virile to the eml. arid was not addicted to 
the vice or sclf-mdulpmce that ruins many meml^ 
of ihe upper classes in Central Asm. Although the 
stage he trod was ciroumsetibed, Yakub is the 
only Tiloslem of the nmeteentii centurj' in Central 

Asia whoso name will live. 

The death of the Afalik was followed by a i»en<» 
of confusion. One of lib sons eacorted hb fatheVa 
corpse to Kasligar, There he wart tnurdewd by 
Elder brother Beg Kud Beg. who succecfk-d te the 
throne, but not nnchjillengtMl. as a certain Hakim 
Khan Torah wus able to sebo Karuahahr amt Korin, 
and there wore obo outbreaks at Kholan. Ihc now 
niUtr in the end overcame hb rivab, Init in tho effort 
exlirtiisteil hb nwouroctt to a dmigurouit wttont and 


made tho way still easier for the Chiueflc. 

The 6rud operaUciUs for the recovery of Koehgar 
and Yarkand were conducted on souiowliiit tlie 
flame Hues m the fimt. The main forco aasemUlod 
to tile north of th® TUn Slum and, using a little- 
known prtw, doBcendcii in overwhdming strength on 
Akau, while » aecond column drove the M<«lem8 
licfore it to Karashnlir and on to Kucha, where a 
hard-fought battle was won by the Chinese; and 
b DflH;^mber 1877 the lainpaign was brought 1o a 
fluccessful cmtclusion by the capture of Kashgar, 

The Cdestittb showed njodemiioB in the hour td 
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x'ict'OET* TLev deprived the popuUition of their 
hora^, to pit*vent a freah rifliig. hut they uppoiiitod 
M(i»leii) beuUtiien and aljto m.'ognizfift tJio reiigtoua 
Jttw of Ifbni. Their utrong poairion wm aolaiow- 
ledgtd by Tt uaaia m tSSI, ivhen. by llu* Treaty of 
St. Pelerabmgj that Power restored Kmlja to the 
Uhineso, receiving m return the post of Irkesht^uii, two 
stag^a on the eoatom side of the Tiun Shun. By 
the eaiiic treaty freedom of trade waa secumL and 
tliia agreement is atiU in force. 

In the last two decades of the ninotoenth centun* 
great forward stiiih>e wore made In the direction of 
Chinese Turkestan both by Oreat Brilain and by 
Knseda. The fonnflr Power, thunkii the energy 
ftpfl activity of Younghushand (a nephew of Robert 
Shawl and other travcUots, realiicd the importanco 
of exploring the puaaea tJiroiigh whidi Indii could bo 
Ihrtsatoned, if not invaded, from Russian Tiirkeatati, 
A Jjocond aim wus f.iio control of the So Man’s Land 
which lay between tlie fertile valley of Kashmir and 
Llio plain of CJiincee Turkcatan. To this cud Bciriah 
political olfita^ra were stationed at tJilgit an<l Cliitrsl, 
supportietd by the tmiieria! Serviw troop* of thu 
Mahttrajrt of Kuahmir. 

During this period Btissia also displayod consider* 
able activity in the exploration and oocupat ton of die 
No Man’s Lund Ixitdcring on Uuseian Tiirl«wtaa. 
One of her moet active ttgmits. Captain (Sfomb- 
chevakv, viaited the lull ataU of Buna* in tm 
mectinu Youngiitifll)and in the foUtaring year on the 
reache. Of the Yarkand River. In mi 
Votinghuflliatid travuilod in Wukban. and at the 
etoge^of Rozai Oumhaz met Colonel Yonoff, who 
had isDQod a proclamation that the Pamus Iwitb the 
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fiole exception of tlie TiigfututubBsU f’rtmir) weio 
Riiflflian territory. That offioeraabsequflrrtly recoivwJ 
iustTQtTtiious to OHCori Yoiiiigliiiiibiiiitl buck to fjhio&se 
territory* lie allowed gix»<l feeling nlKutt liia ilifi* 
ogiieeotile task, wnd as ^ oanghiiulwitnl agit'ed, undor 
proiiHit, to proceed to t.'Mtiwic Torkosttm, ho w^ved 
the mstrttotiotiA relating to escort, tlpon tWa [ncidoot 
being refxjrtcd, tie Rtisstitn IjovemiocTit apulogiJMrtl 
for Vonofl'a act. and the two Powoib finally derided 
to deapatoh a fsonimiflaron to settle their rospeotivo 
daiins in a eoimtry viwtoil lutherto merely by a 
few traveUerB. in iSttS tbe oominissjoii meti and liy 
its findings thenaEPOw eirip of Wuklian woe awarded 
to the Amir of Afghaniataii, with the result that the 
lioniidaiy of the Britiiii Empire was drawn in thU 
section some thirty miles to the north of the orest 
line of the Hindu Kuah. 

The great revolution which had broken out in 
China in toll l>C 4 ;an to make itself felt in its remote 
western provinces tn the following spring. The first 
outlireak oocuned in the district of Hi, where a 
young oflicnr entered into » conspiracy agatnjft the 
Tartar general, with whom he had a private quarrvlt 
The conspiracy was entirely BncceBflftd, ami resulted 
not only in the murder of the general, but in the 
capture of the machinery of government. As the 
revolutioQ progressed in China, the repulilie was 
proclaimed in Hi, and after the defeat of u force 
despatched from Urumchi tlm Hi rehels lienanie 
undisputed rulere of the siirroiuiiling country* 

The unrest soon aflected Unimchj itsellt w'horo 
Chinese rowdies, raeroherB of a secret, socio^ which 
existed for the sake of loot and hlnckmuil, Iwgan 
to demonstrate in favour of the republican cause 
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atiil Ut aJiiiw their itjmpatliY Ity ucb$ of roblicry 
and loctiDdiarisiii. 1’he goveruor, however, was no 
woaklia^, and rouUisiiig that the loyal^* of the regtdar 
LrootMi woa ver^* doubt<ftiJ, Iil- eultfltod 'IHingniiia in 
(lonaidarable nuinbeis, thmogh whoae raatnmientality 
Lo was able to vODtroi the situation for a time. 
Su]>aetjiientiy he dealt sc* mercilsissly witJi evety one 
aiustierted of being a roemhor of the eociet society, 
slowly slicing to death innocent and gailty aUho, 
that the Cfuitcse popiiLtlion rose and drove him out 
of Uninichi. 

In April of this year the outward calm hitherto 
tnainUiimKl in Kashgar was rudely di^turlked by the 
niurderuf the Ttu^ai and the Prefect of .^ksu. L'pon 
the anivnl of the telegram announcing thU deed, the 
Kashg iir Ttit^ai ImnicdLitely cut of! his qtieuc and 
i-HMicr] a proclamaliou mi vising the Chinfsae to follow 
his example. Moreover, he hml a scfoU prepared with 
the inscription. “ Long live the Chinese Republic I ” 
wliich be hung up in liis yamon. After some heBi* 
bttioii the leiufing Chinese officials followral ihe 
example of the gpvernot, the commander-in-chief 
*jf the province, not only cutting off his queue and 
Oyiug the flag of the Republic, but domiing w (ion* 
doscript Kurnpean cap. The united offiebis them 
aolemidy changed their ohronqJugica! aystem from 
the fourth y^uir of Hsuang-tong, the boy-«mji>eror, 
to the linft year of the Chincae Republic, an act which 
possessed treineudous slgnliicouce in their eyes. The 
aoldtont were by no meoiw ready to follow the lead of 
their superior cifHcete, but niaintaliied a huHou and 
resentful attitude, which boded ill for tlie uafety of 
tlie liigher ofEciidti, military and civil alike. 

.Memiwhih* Viuta-Shih-Kai bvl been mformed by 
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tclcgmuj wf tiiuj ftdlifjrelii'e of tbr New nominion 
to the Ilepublii! ami litwi ap|>oiiited the govemor of 
Kft:ihgar to Umturiii, liopuig by thin meaiia lo end 
the etAte of hoatility wIiLidi still eafisted between Hi 
anit Utunich). Hie govxijinir of KaidigAr at fiitft 
refused the appointnicut. pleiidiiig his age and WEak 
health, but in iJie end accepted it. The actind 
fKieitba, therefore, wm that the Republic had been 
acknowledged throughout the province, and that the 
ChincaA oiliciaht were all obeviug the instructiona of 
Vuan-Shiii'Kai. ft might have l«en eupposed that 
the crisui had passed without bloodehed, but this was 
not so. At night a biunl of fifty Chinese, member* 
of II secret flociety^ breed LlicLr way into the yamun* 
of the gOToraor and of the city niagisf:rate. The 
governor, who was atvako, was greeted with the 
iromeal exclamation, '* Greetings lo Your Excellency/^ 
ttjul both lie and hk wife wore cut to pieces, Hie 
auigistiato was also killed and the repubUeAti flags in 
the two yamena were out down anil destroyed. 

In the morning the ganiblere, aa th^* wore teiraotL, 
were hatangued by the rommander of the gArrbon at 
the head of a few soldiar*. They insisted on being 
armed and formed mto a [lew regiment imder tJie eom- 
(ujutd of a rulhau. a pork'butcher by trade i and 
when this was done they appomted new ofiicials to 
succeed the murdered men. The sokliers in the New 
City kiUeii two of their offieci* and a poxuo ensued in 
Kashgar, but the disturbances and looting were ooO' 
fined to the New City. The udminisiTAtion 'wo* 
now coutrolled by the gang of gntublere, who 
appointed idl oSictab and took advantage of their 
power to leyj' bleckmail, mainly on Chmese officials. 
In tlie other centres tliere were iniirdetH. The gover* 
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uor of YArkaaci, ftTit^ipig others, was j^inglod out for 
Assasaiimlioii 1 bill, an exroptioaiUiy violent afortn, 
which ttimiKl day into night, suggested to tliti Chinese 
gamliloiB that] iieavou forbade the doe<I—and the 
offioiid still lives to tell the tn)e, 

In conscf|uenvc of the imresi and lack of 9ct;urity 
caused by those deeds of violence] the Kofisinn 
(Jovermueiit despatched a force 800 strong ti> protect 
Kuasion subjocla. Eor some weeks after its arrival 
tlicrc wus no friction or cause of alaTnx. but tlie 
celebration of u (!.'hineBo rite nearly gave rise to most 
serious oansequences. On the day of the Festival of 
the Departed Spirits it is the custom of the diincse 
1.0 bum paper-money before the temples* in order to 
ensure fiuiiucial ease for their deceased relatives. 
One of the temples in Kashgar waa the scene of thbi 
ceremonial, and a nuuour reached the Itirseian con- 
sulato that tho bazar was on fire. Help was inii* 
uicdiatoly despatched in I ha shape of hitoen Cossacks, 
who. misundeTutnuding the nituarion, forcibly put 
out the firca in which the paper-nioiiey was being 
burnt. VMulc this was lieiug ihiue wme of the 
C!o,<fSfli*k hotses broke loose and galloped back to tho 
consulate, whore Roosidciable audety wi« felt. The 
city gate was shut at tho usual hour of S n,M.. and. 
upon ita arrival, tlie Russian main body, under the 
improssien that; their detach incut bad been cut off. 
blow it up wilh druaiuite. and mojchlng through the 
opening found the Coissai’ka perfectly safe. 

Not long after this the Gambler ” regiment was 
ordered to Urumclti, and tho officer command tng 
the Qjsaacbs, who was disappointed at the cnLtrely 
peaceful attitude of the Chinese, decided to attack 
it. Ills plan being to carry out night nuuKeuvres to 


20S THUOnOn ANI> OAftE!^ « 

i:(u} east of the city aems line uf march—atui 
to crtule u ■' jregrei.table ijicident/* Blit \w Twtvaijt'ci 
without Sir George Ibictui-uey. who, gutting wind of 
thU typtcaUj Kussiiin sclicmc, wliii-lt rt'cuiveil con- 
fun^uation from the sudden departure n| the (.\iesack9Hi 
induced the Cfiinese authocitit'a at the very taat 
tniriute to chnuge the line of march from dm? cast 
to north *wc 3 t, with a wide detour ftftnnvards to 
the nortiL 'I’liutika to this nutiori hy our able 
reprefientative tJm trap tvas ect in vajjj, The 
regiment, which bml olkjj'ofl ita ordwns witfi deep 
peluctauce, dually readied Uxttmfdii with ita iitmilieri 
much dimiuiahod by deserLion, and tho ruffianly 
pork-butcher was nubfletjuctiHy put to death. The 
Kue^ian troops wore ahortly afterwards withdrawn 
from Kashgar, and that city once again settled down 
to ita lialutual drowsiness. 

In conduaion, the old-world policy of Cliina woe 
to surround her fertile empire with htilkr states. 
At the end of the eighteenth century f hcac included 
Annani, SiutUi Biimut, Aaaatn, Bhuiun, Stkkim, 
Kepat, Ladak, Kaflhnjir and Khokand, together with 
the maritime provinces of Siberia. But the nine¬ 
teenth ccuturv, which saw the advance of nossia, 
the rise of Japan, and also powerful atrangera from 
the west thundering at the watergates of the Middle 
Kingdom, brought heavy territorial loaws to China, 
and to-day her eyateni uf btiffer states liaa been swept 
away by the now powere. Great Britain ban shown 
considerable activity aud has occupied or garner 1 
politiml oat'endeucy over many of these states, and 
at the present time marches with tiie Chinese Empire 
nob only on the iHinhncs of Burma to the f<onth, 
but also on the borders of Lnilak uiid Kashmir. 
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Kuasitt. ou tier side, has made a griwt advance, and 
now wMJUpic* Khokand, Andijan and the KJjanates 
generally^ togpthet with the Pamirs to the west »d 
Chinese Turkestan.; to the north the R'ttflsian proviniw 
of Seniirecliia, through which is bcu^ eonstnictod 
A rail war that will attract much of tta commerce, 
Dvemhadows the province of Chinese Turkestan, 

Tliua the old order of isolation, on which China 
folied, is passing, and the new order, which meludes 
modern methods of comraimicalion, is coming into 
force, hastened by the desire for progress which is 
affecting large secdona of mankimi in Asia. 

The future of Chinese Turkestan is not fuiaUy 
settled* but the World War which has temporarily 
broken up the Kuasion Empire isnll undoabtedly 
stimulate China to move along the path uf progr^. 
If flo, there is hope that the c-ondition of this outlying 
province of her empire may benefit., more espcei^y 
by improved conmiiinicatioiis. At the same time 
there are many porta of Aflia which hove reason to 
envy the peace and plenty enjoyed by the inhabiUnits 
of Chinese Turkestan. 
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JCA^QAB FAliJltSK 

Ia liilltiBla uHm iMiiilj lid T urttiw tiin fiituaoti Dambin^ ftmO uma 
^todd ooiiiiicl6mt)Wt Iih dn mm itmcMplu^xn irt w imIimnia 

HiitMmictit tnnirytf nriilimik fiftjrB ftfttico 4 ik* (rultum Iri* 

4 *!"IW 4|ui K) i^uuiliniteut li'tm dinipL iviiij^Mi i wllci 

oxiiBonl iieA foruA «% ; miiii k* (4ant9* 

^ivd m^gmni k9 Mili himtvAtiK oa i^bniedi un? imuk btimldiM,— 
flugwAiHi Iji Hatilf i4«^ IL 173. 

Tific cultivator^ wku w tiic backt>oiin of Cluuese 
TurkcBtan. Uepends entimlj on irrigated cropn, ua 
thfiTG ifi no iicgular TfunfiLli in the countTy. Baint 
termed the '’ mercy of Allah *' iu Persiaj i» conaidered 
to be the opposite iu Kashgar, partly lieeaiise of tlio 
utter irregularity of tta iucidence. If there he a 
heavy hill io the spring, the soil cakes and the young 
plants cannot force their way through, and this 
necessitates a Eresit sowing. Rain at harveet' time, 
or when the melons npen, is equally unwelt'Cino, and 
when there b a heavy rainfall the faimer exolahus, 
" What great crime has been committed that we 
su&r such ft cftlamity f " Snow is regarded with less 
disfavour. As a mis there is plenty of vrator for 
everj' one in the Kashgar oasis, atul fights for it occur 
only in the spring, when ea^ cultivator wishes to 
water his laud first, in order to scenro an early crop 
for the market. 
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Owing to the AbuodiMiCG of viutor an<l the abeencc 
ol hnil-stonufl or other fletitnia climatic dfflwbacK 
jigririiltiuB^ except for mat mitf blight^ which lire 
wldom experiEiiccti, iaa certainty, b complote contmt 
to the reputation it hears b countries that depend on 
the rainfall for their crops. The life of the oasis, 
where every acre is cultivated and where the agri¬ 
cultural population is cojiiparativety dense,.is ejnito 
unlike that of Peiaia, whore eaoh 'dllage ia sturoundod 
bv square miles of raicultivatcd land, which fi^bhos 
grazing, fodder and fuel. There are il few isolated 
villages, or groups of villages, m Chinese TuTkeston. 
but the country generally consists of extensive oases 
eel in a lifebaa desert. 

The chief crops are millet, rice, maize, wheat, 
barley. Cotton, lucerne clover, hcuip, liusecd, turnips, 
larrois and tobacco. Millet and rice are regM^d 
as the best-paybg cropa, the former oeenpying one- 
half of tl«! total area cultivated. 

Of fruits and vegetables, apricete, grapes, pcaehoa, 
uectarbes, quincM, cherries, figs, nppleti, poars, 
miilherries, potuegraimteH and melons grow in great 
profwsbii, and pumpkiiw, which are tlie staple vego- 
bilik, am Bupplomcnted hy carrots, turnips, onions, 
cucuiuIkts, garlic and fennel. 

The upijer clasaeJ are less niviUzed. than in I’eiais, 
partly iMJcaiise they do not mix socially with the 
Europciui cobniea ; good fruit treas and seeds ha ve 
themfore not l»oen btroducecL Thia state of 
refiecie little credit on the merchants from Andijan, 
who fould easily mtrodnoe the magnifiwnt fniit 
tives which are now' grown at Tashkent. 

The Chinese of the New City term much Ijei.ter 
than the native Mosleme, and have mlrtKluced die 
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ctutou^ plotit-fliCTTy. W'itli itfl' blue, white Jind red 
vacietica of fruit, l>(NUia of vurioiis kind*, boetroot, 
cabbugos, Lncludiug kohl mbi, Ictturau, potJitocs, 
toniflitofifl Kiuf spiofurli t but there is Uttlo contact 
l>etw(s?ij the Chinese nnd Mtwkni famew, so that 
the latter do not leom mudi fiv«ii the efficient 
Oelestiab. 

The tnsca in tJie Kiishgar O^is, other than fruit 
trees, inchide the Lonilmidy and ihe uploading 
the Utter growing t-o a great size, and the 
Turkestan dm. of whit-li a graJtoJ apecics grows 
in tt pjnimidftt shape. Tlie common willow* and 
the Babylonian willow of two species—one with nii 
odibU fruit reaembliiig the Bohemian olive — are 
planted alodg every irrigation diannd and servo 
as fuel. 

Next to agriculture the most important industry 
w (lie raising of Uve-fitock — ^horses, donkeys, camela, 
cattle, dieep atul goats. The horses bnwl by lire Kal- 
mucks aroiuid Karushahr are the best, being stronger 
than the Kirghiz ponies, because the Kalmucks do 
not drink nureU milk. They are usually giddiugs, 
standing about fourteen hands, and are ideal for 
transport, purposes. The Kirghiz pony is hardy and 
endimng, but not strong or up io much weight. The 
Varkandi, especially a toun. was a favourite rnounl 
in Jjidia in the last century, and is mentioned m 
Anglo-Indian novels of the period : it ia still exported 
in amatl numbens. 

Ponkeya are found m Uionsonds and take tJio 
place of the wheelbarrow and the cart in England, 
besides carrying tlie Imtk of ilie Lnteriidi trade. 
Camels, of the two-hurnpod or Bactrian specie*, are 
highly esteemed, especially by the Kirghiz, aa they 
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lift* not iiJTrfCleJ l\V coM or de«*p snow, and con (rross 
rivers tiint innues Iu^vd u* swim. Cattlu-breeding 
ii» luirried on iiuiinly in tile tuotintiiiins anti tn tlio 
Vr'oodotl tracts idoug t-fie conises of tbc rivem, Tlie 
animals urn small, atuI aw bred for oiilli uiid for 
ploiigliiiigi utv mtiially of t'be fat-lailftl 

a[K«ies, but in the soiitJiom dwtrirte there » al»o 
a short*baireil breed, jlil animab. m a rule, aw 
xniacmhly thin owing tn the idmoat entire absenco 
of grajring. 

r think it may Im useful to sek'ct » typical farmer 
niui study bis life closely' for by this weana we 
sliaU get. down to the bed*rfH:k of ddinilc fft4;l, wHch 
is preferable wi vogue genendixatitm* about Hgricul- 
titre. Taa Ihtjt, tlie subject of tliis skoteb, w'as n 
fnriner, ogud 75^ wbo Itvwi not far from tbe city' wall. 
Hclpwl Ih' two of hifl five sons, aged IS and 16 re* 
apectivtfly, be farmed 46 moirs, or about six acres of 
land, wbieli » the avemge aiw of a farm close to 
Iviishgar, Here the nmnurc obtained from Ibe city 
enables tho whole of the land to Ite isultivaled at 
once, whereas farther off, where little manure is avail* 
able, the farms are larger beeause a part oi lie land 
must always bo allowed to lie fallow. One half of 
tho i/(!yi‘j''land wan devoted Ui lucerne clover, the 
Temainder being (town with millet, wheet, rice, L-otton. 
mfllojiM and iinseeti. As a rule only mu* crop a year 
was lakcit off the land: bnt millet, carrot* turnips 
■wore sown jiftor the wheat crop j in this caGo tin* 
millet did not ripen, but was valuable as green forage; 
tic clover was cut four times b the ywr. In on® 
comer of the farm wore willow trees, which were pol¬ 
larded every four years to serve as fuel for lie owners. 
Isa Haji, being an old mnn, nitrely assisted b watering 
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tlie fielda. whSe LiaaoaB diJ uU the itlougliing, harvcat- 
ing and tlireahing. His twH eltlesi. kept a gi^- 
shop ill Rujssiaii Turkestan, Tlie third wna a bricklayer, 
and the others, when not at. work on the farm, earned 
aixpcuco a day iw labonrcw. The llaji owned a yoke 
of plough-oxen and four d<inkeyn, tlte former lieing 
fed on eottoii-aced and the latter on millet* His 
ngiieiiltuml iniplemente included a primitive plough, 
A barrow, mutiocks of two sixes, BichJeit, or 

liurdles for carrying earth, a atone roHer for threshing 
rii'^e and a shovel for winnowing. Alauuro, consiatiitg 
Ilf hoow and row droppings, night soil and aahe$, vras 
bought in the city at the rato of threepence per 
donkey load, and used freely on the land, which waa 
a rich ulltivial luam; the frequent atoraifi also de¬ 
posited hiyera of dust wliicb were regarded lis good 
for the CTOps^ 

The house, which laa Haji owued and Lad built 
room by mom an hr could afford it, at a total cost 
(including the laud) of J!w, covered a square of sixty 
feet. 'L'he guest-room, in which he lived during the 
Kiuunicr juid in which the inealB were cooked and 
lidrveii, WfiB about twenty feet s«|UurQ and wmi lighter! 
by a hole in tho roof. A mud platform covered with 
felts, on which the family slept, occupied u prominent 
position, and the chief pinoe of fumituro was a carved 
box, which held clothe anil served as a bedstead. 
Above it was a shelf full of Kuasian teapots. Off 
this room opened the store-room, in which grain was 
kept for winter consumption and which served ita 
the living-room in winter. There waa also a court¬ 
yard partly roofed m with nmtling during tho summer, 
ill which grew a shady tree, and tliis was the duef 
working room of the and daughtem-in-law at 
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t twusoi). Hero we iiodcOfT a cmdie, u spiimiug* 
wheel aiui variow pans. Two jy^jall ftwtnji IwlongCiJ 
to l^'o nnmurrled tiaiis, and the lesit of the square 
eontnrtiiod ^tabling, iui oven nne! a store for dxv 
fodder. 

Tile home was maiuigeii [*y the wife and Jier throe 
diitighteni'iMdaur, whii cooked the food, looked after 
the children and made Uio clo^iies. They dxd not 
work in the holds, Imt Hpiui the cotton into yarn, 
whinh they wove into tJje niiugh whif-o eidieo of 
which mo^t of the clothing of tiie poorer fdasses ta 
faeldonod, 

'Hie staple food of die family was bread made from 
iniiJet, a gmin that id held to be moru sustaining 
than 'wheat or rice. Isa largo family comuraed 

all Ids share of the crops, e.x<'«pi the Inceme and aome 
of rile titclona, turnips, carrote and linseed, irldch 
o'ora N>|d. The oil of the tinseed wns used for conking 
and llgtiLiug. 

The chief meal of these peasant-fiirmem was eaten 
at sunset and consisted of ^ii/uitash, a soup prepared 
from piet^ea of paste-like macaroni and vegetabtus 
boiled ill w'ater. In die iiiortiing they took tea with 
cream and eiilt, and fruit and bread vmtt eaten at 
odd hours. Meat, generally beef, fippcarcd on their 
tulile only oiico a week. There was plenty of this 
rude fare, BUppicincnted hy sliceH of pumpkin eaten 
hot and by other delicacies; and fsa liaji'g sona 
appeared hcallliy, tlieu; teeth being untireably line 
and sound. 'Hicy said cliut they suSeted a goad deal 
from lack of warmth in tlm irinter, as dioicod was 
dear and hod to be used sparingly, 'i'hey placed a 
bowl of tightod charcoal under a wooden Jennie, over 
which a quilt was tlirown, and the family sat by day 

i 
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ana slept b>’ night ituaer thi» covering, with their feet 
towards the centre- 

Tfia IJaji had been the tenant, of the farm for 
more than ten yeaw- U indvidcd three emaU pro¬ 
perties belonging te three Kashgar aierchante. Two- 
lliirdfl of the lucemo. amounting in value te about 
five pounds, and one half of tho other crope, were 
paid over as rent. He had no security of tenure, 
and could be turned ont at will, hut the prospect of 
this appeared to Idni unlikely, an{l he espressod aatifl- 
faction with Ids lot- 

The farm paid revenue to the eirteiit of I0r» tlJS. of 
wheat, a aimilar quantity of rniilet and SUM) Iba. of 
chopped ntJBW. fsii //oji and Ids iandlorda each paying 
one half of the whole. There had idso to be mot the 
demand of the Chinese nuthorities for forced labour 
on public works and tranaport, but this was com¬ 
pounded for in money and might eorae to the equiva¬ 
lent of two ahilJingis per annum. NolJiing wn* pid 
for the use of irrigation water, and the taxation repre¬ 
sented leaa than G per tent of the two main crops. 
In the oaiN$ of villages situated at sonre diatruico from 
the city double this amount may be taken by tlic tax 
coUectors, who ore more exacting in proportion to their 
distance front headquarteta. 

To sum up, we have on oaais in which agriculture 
is not affected bj* the rainfall, but depends entirely 
on the rivers. Hie peasants have enough to eat, 
a good elimate and neighliours .in abundance. 
There are few parte of the world where the people 
are bo contonted, and, although discontenr nugbt 
perhaps bring an improvement of their lol, it is 
pleasant to see such cheerful, friendly tiltera of 
the soU leading a healthy agricultural life, and 
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to meot titjem rettiming tinmA at tught ■inging 
tuneful Bun^; 

Haw luippX Iw who eiumu in slnifM tiko thoso 
A youth ^ lahotir with an m (0 of eon; 

Who qiutn 4 world whom alroti^ hudptstaint icy. 
And, aitico 'tia hud to combat, Icuiu to 
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mad *l«Ki*T-wiwfM mn iiifr m*iii* 
iJlMirt. Trith iw^3t Iklv Agum, mk U*b rniW* 

A ■Ihjk im mnd fit beLorv ifw tlw VarttflflHJ. 

^Unuttmg »uplm mi Himri ^ nniiU oi 

WiMing f*li mp#, witlt fa«li»ito W|^i. *» U* "widi of b«»fcuL 

TJU J/uJi* y <F«t)iili «i oU 

Tub inhabitant* of dunese Tuikestan Afc divided by 
the anthiopcdogisi into four distiiu!* groups- The titst 
ctmskts of tJte Snrikoli ami Paklipo inountainecia, who 
are pure Ajyans. The second i* * desert group io* 
ctuding Uic nia** of the inliabitant* of the country, 
the basis of tbiii population beUig Aryan, with some 
Uighur admixt-ure, more especiolly at Akau in the 
uortL The third group is fomi^ of the Kirghi*i 
the Diilatkis atul the inhabitant* of Aksii; the 
fourth w inaia ta of tiie Chiueso and Mongols, whoee 
diflerentiation from the Kirghiz is to be noted. The 
Aryan type ha" been beat presen'ctl in the southern 
and south-western parts of the province, with their 
rugged mountain area* which are difficult of accew, 
III the u'estem district* Turkish influence is evident, 
in the northern the Mongol Jtone begins* and this, 
aa our survey moves eastwards, pves place to the 
Ciuneso. 
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Throughoui^ this w'nric rn/crencc Is constantly made 
to tlie people of Qimesc Turlcestaiu nnd liere an 
iiitonipt will !ie iruuie to sntnmanKe tlteit character. 
They are distinct,Jy to be classified ss “ tamp,” in the 
frontier ofEcnr^s sense of the wortl, being submissive, 
biddng in spirit and rearly to serve any inaater, 
provided that they nan enjoy life in their own way, 
w'ith Feasting, women and ixiusic. In their liaUods 
tjicy complain of forced labour, with its eeparation 
from wife and family, and they sing tJie praises 
of the home. But they are not faithful to their 
ivives: '* lyji every one follow Jiis mdiimtbu and 
enjoy hiti^lf with the wotitun lie prefers. If tlic 
kings were just, evciy one would have his beloved 
tiiifltresa at his side.” of physienl and mom) 

energy and dislike of hard, continuous work and, 
abo^ie all. of dbcipliim, ate notjdile uluitacteristk^ of 
these apathetic oasis-dwellers : l>ut against these im- 
perfectiona, which liiey aha re, more or less, with tlie 
neighbouring puoplea of Russian Turkestan, must lh~ 
set many good qimlitiea. HoBpiratity is found ovety- 
whcic. Btnmgera are welconied and the people are 
pleasant to deal with, tlidr iKilitenemlwiiig especially 
marked. The Chinese nite, though support^Hl by few 
iroops, is a living force, and this proves that, the 
t>oop]e are law-abi^g. Moreover, there is very little 
fanaticism, and tlie inliabitanta of Chinese Turk^ostan, 
although obedient to their spiritual leaders, ane not 
o- g fl it y excited to cebeiUjou. One mconslatent trait in 
lihis home-loving race is the reoilmesa they sliow Ui 
undertake a journey, though travelling is generally 
hard and w'earhjoiuc; but perhaps the chief camw of 
this ill curimtjty, and, after all, rieJativ(!l.v few travdlers 
leave, their beloved province. ” We love our festivals” 
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is iJit general refndn of tbia liappy, but nonchalanti 
rsce of loiCKa-eateT^. 

Dimng tbe moDthB we spent in this UttliJ-known 
eouiitcy, [ cmpbyod my spani time b collecting in- 
fonnation regarding its luatinerfi and L-ustoms* which, 
as is natural, bore strong traces of (.‘hitiese origin. 
Tliey were also influenced by the fact tliat the people 
were Biiddhiats for many hundreds of ycara Iwfore 
their forcible conversion bo Islam in the tenfJi 
ncjjtur)', when tliej became Sunnis, looking up 
to tlie A’Ann of Bokhara and, above him, to the 
Sultan of Tiirkey. Tlieir holy places remained un¬ 
changed (SO far as tho sites wore concerned, uiul 
on them slirinea m honour of Moalem saints have 
been erected- Anccatur-womlup, too, is mhorited 
from the Clitncse, with the result that tlio toinlM 
are visited with a Eretjiiency imknown cteewhore in 
Central Asia. 

CJirlfl, when they reach a mattiagi'oble ago, visit 
one of the shrines and pray as follows: “ 0 Allah. 
0 Lord of the Shrine, grant me a house with a 
kettle ready placed on tbs stove, and a spoon in 
the kettle, liny it be a house with ila four asdes 
decorated with cloth, with carpets aud druggets ready 
spread, and witli towels hanging from the pegs. Qrani 
mo a husband whose father and mother are dead; 
Aud may he have no other wife 1 ” Whim the Asiiit 
vour.lisafes to bear this delightfully uaive petition and 
a suiUur appears on the scene, them is no lormai 
botrothsl. althongb in the case of ibe wealthy large 
sums am paid by tho bridegroom and the bride is 
richty tlowered. Costly gifts, too, arc given to the 
bride by the bridt^troom nud by relalivcs arid friends. 
In tbe case of a poor man, a payuiont of niemly one 
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eir two pouittb stcfliug is raailo to tJic parents, who 
dcfiuy thu bride’s outfit from tJifr tiiotiey. The next 
step token Is to obuiii a certificate front the Imam 
of the qiuirter. thot the woman is free to marry, and 
after tie payment of a small fee a wtitton permhaion 
for lie niomaf^ is given by the iocnl 

.Vowftdoys tlicre ia no apeckl wed(ling-tlreB&. and 
OTiTn tlie globular wedding^cap of cloth of gold or 
ailvOT has ceased to be worn. The niarringe ceroinony 
is generally celebtatod at the teemmstion of a feast 
vvhioh tiiflta finlil the evening. A vmdla reads xh&fatika 
or opening chapter of the Koran, after which tlia 
agent of the bride goes to the women’s apartment 
and aakfl her thrice whetlicr sho accepts the bride¬ 
groom, and upon receiving her bashfully givtm con- 
Bent> he refetuus to the tnen to announce the succgsb 
of his inisaon, tltereby tsonipleting the nikak or legal 
ceremony. Two piecea of bread soaked in salt water 
are then given to the bridegroom and bride respect¬ 
ively, and this, in popular opinion, is the most ini* 
porUnt act of the uiarrUge. Infhwd many marriages 
are contTOctcfl by the observance of this custom alone, 
bread ami salt piobablysymbolkiiigthe iflflugiimtion 
of ft new htiUBohold, although the nicaniug has now 
l)een forgotten. 

As the bride leaves her old home, the mother 
lameuts: ” 0 my black-eyed darling! Ai ns, my child, 
my child! My sweet-voiced, soft-eyed darling I 
Mv daughtOT leaves me, and 1 remain in an empty 
house, Alas, my child, niy child !" 

When conducted to her new home, the twople of 
the quarter bar her path by means of ft fire* and 
Jenmnd gifts in tlic shape of handketchiefa. The 
graoni, too, will not allow her to dismount from 
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Jior lioise until lie is fiajii3w)nidy /ee’cl, untJ finally, 
wlien tile bride enters bee buBbaiuru house, (tour and 
Rotton are set before her and given away t<t the poor. 

This CGneinony la termed Ak-yvl'hfl‘ or “ Wiite 
Koati,” and aymbolwes a happy jonruoy through life, 

During the lifetime of the older generatioii the bride¬ 
groom is ealled kitm cgfiU or '* i*oii-jii"Jaw * by the 
parents, and tlia bride keliu or “ daughter-iri*liivf',” 
hut she is spoken of ivs a cfiaakaii or ujurried wo man 
hy her neighbours. 

There is an immenso difieranee lietwoen the villagers 
and the lownspcoplo in Kashgar, both in tJie piMil ion 
of women and in their ni orality. Th <? rillage m an a rule 
marry only one wife and rarely ptnettse divoroe, mid 
i liGir wives Luko a high, position inherited from pre- 
lalimnc days. For example, it is citstoiuoiy to Jignv, 

Wore the reading of the niknhi tliat the wife shall Iw 
taken to tlic ahrino of Ilasrai Apak for tamwj or 
"circiUng” of the tomb when the aprieota are ripe, 
other stipulations lieing that the \vi>mH]i eannot be 
taken to another town without her consent, and some¬ 
times that the husband shuU not take another wife. 

The women may fre(£Uieiitly lie seen riding to market 
on good homes and attending to business almost on 
an oqualitr with the men. In the city' ad^'cs are 
constantly divorood, so much so that the majority of 
tlieiii rcmany many times. Temporary marrkgetf, 
resembling in effect si^hefi marriages in Rcraia, are 
also very common, and some acumen Rystciiiittioally 
indulge in divorces in order to gain rnuriuy. They t 

cannot remarry until after the expiration of the iddat 
of three months ami ten days, hul upon retjoiving 
two letters of diveuve—gejierally obtained in dif¬ 
ferent towns—they can remarry at once by using the 
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oldet' IstUsr. It ifl lui inilii'^tiou of tho tow jx^i^ition 
held bv women in ihc towns that- a merchant, on 
Btiuting ofT to buat£i£9S, will return borne 

if be ilrst lueeta one of tbe fair tJiis Ltclug looked 
upon ns « bad omen. 

(ViruitaDt mtennarriju^, as in moat Mofileni eoun- 
Ixie^ pmdncea sad results in the form of idiocy, 
deafnoaa and dumbness in tiie ofbpring, sucli visita¬ 
tions being especially noticeable among the rich., 
lauded claases, w'bo Inlcnuam* genera tiou after genera¬ 
tion, In onler to keep tba family property intnet- So 
far is this policy pursued that in the richest family 
of fvashgar many of the girla ha ve perforce reruatned 
single bceaitsc thcro were not euottgJ) i^ouainfl to go 
roimd. Tt is mtetDsting to note that in this matter 
the Chinese go to the opposite extreme, the whole 
iiiittOR l>eing divided up into almut one Tnindred 
divisioLuti and no nuuj: being jjermitted to many a 
woman of his own diviaian. although she bu in no 
way related to him. 

In Kashgar, marriage b not the eliief event in a 
w'oman'a life, the ceremony of rhachbagf* or “ hmiding 
of the hair '* being far more important, although held 
at no dxtvl time after marnage, anil not depending on 
the birth of & child. It is cetebrated by a great feast, 
with daucing, which sometimes laste for three days. 
Gifts, far richer than those given at luarriago, are 
beatowed 0(1 the wife, the jiareats Li many rases 
handing over landed property. The calminaiing 
point i« the appearance of the woman, who, artired 
in her richest clothes, takes the seat of honour in 
the room: and then, m the presence of all, her fuiir, 
hitherto worn in four or five phuta, k formally and 
for the fimt time Utaidc*i in two plaita. and she becomeji 
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thereby a- jaimn. Sho is now entitled Ui weai tiTO 
Tcd semieirculor atrip of ombrnidery on the right 
ftiria of the neeb of her j^wn, one \ttilow the other, and 
increnaing sujceeaEively in length. In the caw of the 
lich, Indian elotl* of gold ia genBmlly used. 

Oijo day n woman wtw wen weeping at a jdmno, 
juid her prayer was os follows * “ 0 Holy One ! 
Wlmt (ihall I do? How ahall I live f 1 have heon 
left an orphan. 1 ani liecome a atranger, What 
shall I do ? Am I to snffer the hardshipfi of an 
orphan ? Ain 1 to remain lonely f i have no father, 
no mother. Every one in oppressing me, ft ^Vllah, 
I nm lost among (rietidfl and foes. Alan, my Mtrunger’fi 
fate! Alafli mj o rphon's fate T 0 Holy One, 
put love into the heart of my husbimd and make liia 
mind jiist towaids tiie. 0 AtSah. grant me the wish 
of my lieart. give me a son, a son with a !ong life- 
I imve become o stranger. Tliou hast left roe an 
orphan. 0 Allah, help me and make tny enemies 
like duet." 

After this fer^'ent prayer the suppliant, with her 
eyes nlmt, put her hand intfra hole in the tomb and 
drew forth a mome] of earth, which she swell owed. 
Her faith was jusd^cd, and in due course of time she 
tfogun to mutco artangementa for an easy delivery, to 
eneui* which a visit was paid to a hfikh^hi or rsiagiciaft. 
Me played upon a drum and chanted some incoherent 
gibherhih, the woman ineanwhiTe holding a rope that 
hung from the roof, and dancing round it uatilgiddinesa 
ensned. After this ceremony she paid a fee* gave 
alms to the poor, and retumc<l home with her heart 
at case. IjSter on she visited the toinl>s of her 
ancestors, taking with her mi offering oi food, and 
begged timm to mtercodo for an easy delivery and. 
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iihove all, f«r the birtii of n son. Sbo lultl the offering 
lUijiT till* gtBve, pnuisecl her aiK^stors, Ittmantpd 
litr tuvu fnilings, wnlkcd round the tomb sevm tunoa 
And finaHy diatrihuted tlia food to tin? beggiira. 
Alfom: a month before the event, slie went on foot to 
a phwio whore there wore iieven water iniUe, aud after 
etowly erosiiig liie eevcn diiota tiiat fed them, 
letorne*! hoine with happy eontidenee in the B|H!ciAl 
efficacy of the oenimoDy. 

tVlieij her hour wrt» come, no one wjw iitlowed to 
leave the hoOBO iwlo^'s upon biisfuosti timt wee tugent, 
in w KjiA cost* no liarni w<i» juiticipated, provided that 
some articlo of dress waa left hehiiul, The women of 
iho iiei^boujJiood assembled to help, end during the 
dolivferj' cried out with the idea of keeping the birtli 
a <«ecrel , a cuistom sJoptod from tiie Chinese. The 
newly hom infant, too, was carefully concealed from 
vtsitora. 

If fonmer children belonging to tho parentB have 
all died. wbii'U ui, alsis. li frequmt oticarrence, tho 
father, drewed os o beggar, takes the baby to the 
bazar and l>egia from the Bhopkeepore small pieces 
•:if eallco, w'hicli are mode into a uhirt. The idea 
h«ii)g to ovoid misfortune by thus humbling him- 
mU. Special Domea signifying »oU<i or stay " 
or *■ mtty he stay 1" ore in such coses given to the 
child when Im is named, between ^e third and 
seventh day, by a rnwWft, who first whispi^ri the fttttH 
or coll to prayer into his ear. On the fortietli day 
tJie heml of the infant ia ahave^l and the hair buried. 

A ahoep is sacrificed mid eaten on tliis occaision, 
while its l>ODee, which must not be broken, are 
buried. 

The rite of oireumciwoi), one of the most important 
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cf th& “ fiTu founiititruiu ” of Irtlani, in pprfonnod 
Ijctwflpii the thirrl wnd eighth yearfl. The harher 
operates, anil m the case of the rich the event is 
celahrated by a feast luHtiiig two or three ilaya, at 
which the hoy receives presenta iin^luditig hard-boiled 
eggit, with which he plays a game by kntxikizig Lfjoni 
together. 

Clhildnm of both eo;«!a are aeiii U> tsolmol very 
young, the idea lajing that they ’btU gruduolly pick 
up their lettora. Education in Kashgar merely 
consiapj of [eaniing by heart a chapter of the Koran 
and ita Turki equivalent, 'I'lio lottcre are taught, 
petunatuthip is encouraged, and Icaaoiis are given in 
the fomu of prayer and of uljlution, fieography, 
history {as distinct Irorn iei^end), nratJromatica nmi 
foreign languagefl are ntUsrly neglected, and the girls 
leave acliool at. aljout ten and moft of the fioys a 
year or two later. The teachers arc narrow-ntindod 
higots, and the parents are content to have it flo, 
with the result that there is not much progress m 
Kashgar, 

Wo visited the chief Ikivs’ schnrd in Kashgar, 
wliere Uic numter baric his favourite pupils leoito 
passages from the Koran. This they did in a 
lugubrious sing-song, awaying Imckwards and for* 
wards as if in pain. The pothvgpgue and his echolare 
were then photographed, bol<^g impeding leather- 
bound and eifver-caibossed books, which on enquiry 
proved to bo cumuiontiirieH on the Koran, 

The death cerenniaieg are in genentl those 
common to tsJam throughout jVjfia, but tlietw are aJsd 
some cUEtoius peculiar to Kashgar. Thw body, after 
being washed and ahroiidet), is bid our with the 
thumbs of the hands and the big toes lied togetluir, 



HMrinK mvdhkvn v 



! 



*h| 






tA ira 


MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 


:il7 


whiW tlie chin in jJfSi* up. It is tb^m earned <»ut 
of the house and, at seven poees (rcitn the door, 
apoonful 6f rice water is poured on the ground. At 
I'VBiy seven steps this is ropcated. and the following 
verrto redttsi: 

Zir ^ ita» «<nDv. Z^hat hu 

Froiii tfatt crnt(« <d thn caith liju eene. 

O jnHIt 6opi uf iha doof *A lniAX'i^tip 

Conac?. &pcn the ffiteB of |i«wl4M> lor thii nmn. 

This mention of doga is due to C-hincaB influence; 
in Islam they oeeujiy a degraded poaituux and are 
oonsiiiered itncloiiii. Contrary to the general 
of laiaiu, while is the nioiimmg colour, as in (?Iuna* 
The fuiieral procession to the grave is hend<Mi by pio- 
fesdoniil niounners. and iicconipanied by a mul/u, 
who reads sentences from the Kortua on iJie way, 
and condticte the service at the grave, ^ 

Womeu do not- attend at the gravedde, hut uiouni 
lit a iieighbonriiig mooiiue: “0 my fatlierl My 
brave father t My good father!” or f) tiij' 
mother! ily boautiful inother with black eyebrows I 
Thou leaverst tw and we are alone." Qiie curious 
custom IB that of driving a ariuk into Uie grave near 
the head of the corpse, whieli Grenan! coiiaiders to 
be tt survival of the ancient practice of offering food 
to 1 ho deed. On the third day a Bolenm feast is held 
in the house of the deceased. The Tnotunmg lusta 
for forty dap, and op^n the tennination of ibis 
period a second feast is giveu. and the no nival life 
18 then resumed by the iiioumers. 

The systetu of incdulne at Kashgar is based on 
the ancient Greek theory as taught by Hippocrates, 

1 Zi> k thf to- ibo »WHJ -J,"* t#r It* ■»mhJ 

thair !■ ■rrMl»llr ^ nniwn i llg . 
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Galen niirl Plato, wlitwe works wmo transla^ into 
Arabic antt Peisiaiv^ capcciaiJv by Abii Ali bin Sltia, 
knowi in Europe os Avieejino- Discfl-'^ea lire dividetJ 
into tlio categories ol " tot ” and ” cold,” to be cured 
by medlimiei! and food of Uic oppoflitc eatcgo^. 
For iDBiance, in the Cftse of fever, cock’s Heab, wbiet 
is ''cold,” i? eaten, or fieb. Hen's fleab (ft coiisidored 
"bot” in Persia, but in Kanligai U»i?e ia some 
difference of opbiion among the faculty. 

The Kashgar doc tore believe impUciUy in giving 
pigeon's or duck's blood in cnaeB of |>oieonirig, and, 
moreovier, prescrilie tiie fleflli of a nciilling sparrow 
tom in two to case sweliings in ite groin; tliey atop 
bleeding by means of a pad composed of burnt felt, 
or it bit trf leather covered with mud or filth. 
Rheumatism and dropsy are treated by luiryiiig the 
patient in hot sand or by wrapping him in tbe skin 
of a recently killcfi sheep, and abdominal complaints 
by sticking severel lighted candles into n loaf and 
placing it on the patient's stomach. 

St* tnucb for the doctore of Kashgar; but, us their 
reputation is very low, recouria; b had to other mcamt 
of curing sickness. Among the most common ia the 
female diviner, who, whoa colled in, knwulfl flour into 
a bidl, recites sonte gibberish in whioli tlio namon of 
the arehangels and of Solomon ore mentioned, tuid 
soLiumly buries the ball under the fire, rcoii.uig the 
names of all the holy men who are buticii »t» the 
neighbourhood. WhicKcvier of these saints is being 
mentioned when the ball bursts has to be propitiated. 
Oil lit taken to his shnne, where it is boiled am! the 
steam is inhaled by the patient, after which it is 
mixed with food, part of which is distributed to the 
poor and part eaten for seven days by the sufioter. 


CM. vm 


MANNERS AND CDSTOMS 




This eeivmon}' is texmed cfutchTolhi or *' banrtbg of 
n baJ] of kcGfided flour'' and is regarded as most 
eflicfwiouii. 

Tlio power of the evil eye is firmly UelieTed in hy 
all classes, and chitdrGn usually wear round tbcir necln 
a Little leather cose ccntaming a verse of the Koran 
as a protectipii against it. If a ohild is Iteljeved to 
be pofiseased, m old woman recites the follow'mg : 

*' Allah ui euliUrrie. rmbse be to Allah 1 There 
is no god bat Allali. If thou art an evil eye depart^ 
as this place k not for thee. Qo to » deserted water' 
mill ; go to a deserted house ; go to a grave ; go to 
the honse of the Ktai, Tlieae are the commands of 
Allah, of Solomon and of the Sainl/' The evil eye 
cannot withstand tills invocation and leaves the 
suflerer forthwitL 

In coses of ^losseasiou by the devil, a magician is 
called in. and chants os follows : “ Another head 
has come to tiie head; another body has come to 
the body- Your master has come ; a jade lamp a m t 
blood slierhet are here. Yon will soon W like ashes, 
for 1 have ati iron knife to cut you with and epat 
buUote to shoot you with.” The ilovil, hearing theite 
throats from the magician, quits the patient wiihout 
more ado. 

Among genenii remedies arc the following; The 
eyes of sheep sacrificed at the Id'i-Oui^n at Mecca 
are dried and kept as powerful charms for sirIcn^. 
When need they ate moistened and applied to the 
forehead. Anotlicf remedy consists of bread and 
meat, collected from seven Imkers and hutchora. 
The food, when prepared, is taken, togeiber with a 
doll, to tJje grave of a saint, after which some of it 
is eaten and the remainder distributed to the poor. 
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ThU effects tbcr cure. Yet another curioiiB trculiuftrit 
is CO cAver up the parient’a head wJiife a, niuu v^ralka 
roiiiul him with lighted straw, utt«*riiig certain speefa! 
prayera during (ilie fumigarion.. 

As to children's aiUncata t if a child ctiea Ino 
much, straw fe swept np from tlireo roiids. tiuai. 
ifl taken from the footpriutB of poisaers-by imd 
Syrian me Is oollectcd from tJic desert; the imxt.ure 
IS then lighted and the child ia cnml by being held 
over the emoke. if a cIiiJ<l siifTors from deafness, 
one methofl ii to call in flic .services of a trumf»etcr, 
who spits into the car, while another plan b To cut 
seven small twigs, wrap them up in cotton itnd. »u 
market day, to tic the tittle buniile to the ear of a 
donkey loaded with salt. For other ailmcnta, seven 
coral betuJs nre thro^^D into A spring , or. again, 
copper pieces are begged from seven men fimtn ed 
Mohamed, odicrs are added by the parents, iind a 
cliami is [mul^to hang round the child's tieck. 

Finally, iherc are cottoin shrines fatuous fur the 
cure of S|iecitic diseases. For skin diseiua' n shrino 
known a» the S^m is much frequented. There mud 
hi taken front a well outside and throwji at tbo wull 
with a prayer to the ^aint, after which the suppliant 
walks away without looking lutck. 

[ com'lude this hriof ivnitoant of the treatment of 
disoascs iu Ko&hgur by a isUity entiUetl “ The Glever 
physician ”: ’ 

'* Once upon a time them wns a physician. iMien 
ill IB physician entered the room where the sick pomou 
was, he looked all about it, and whatever met his 
eyes in the shape of an eatable, he looked at. the 
patient and said, ' You have eaten such and such a 

^ Vkbi fmrk*Mm hj O. 



A WOSiAX THROWrNG XJL-L> Tt) KfTECT 











on txn 


aUXNEns iiSTD 




tbiuj; Amt i» u'liat lias done you Tho 

pUyBioian liad a pupil, and wlierever tho pliyajiciao 
wTEiil,, tlwre went bis pupil witJi Juin. A rich man hiid 
heeonie paralysed, that is to nay, unable ta walif. 
Many physicians liml treated him, but hie duease did 
uut abate. At last, having lietitid that, the aforesaid 
pbjr'sioion 0 pupil was a womlerfut mcdicat adept, he 
Aiimmoned him u> hjs huuite. 

" Wlieu the phyniciaiL's pupil had entered the heusc 
and had camfiiJIy looked round, he perceived that 
there was nolliing at all in tho shape of itu eatahiu 
in it, hut tn one corucr of the room ua old dutihny- 
Amldle had been thrown down. When he saw this 
ho exclaimed,' Oh. rich man I you have eaten an old 
donkcy-saddle. through which four diiiease has in* 
creascr] and you‘have lieeonue paralysed.' WTjen he 
said this, the rich man was very angry, and exelaim- 
tng, * lloes one who is called a human being eat 
dunhey-aaddles ? ’ sprang up in his rage in order to 
bent liim and—walked ! 

'‘The physician, poor fellow, was temJied and 
had fled away. Tlio jdeh man was sf>nick with 
wonder and exclaimed, * This b a groat man; for 
my leg, which grew no better fox any phynicion's 
mediaiue, has now become i]ulte well through this 
pereon.' He caused the pliyidciau's pupil to tie 
summoned, npologuserl to him, and sent him away 
w’Lth many valuable gifts." 

At tJie find, fall of snow' a iiiuii frequently caHa on 
a frktid with some anew wrapped in an envelope, 
while in another are enclosed verses : 

My dear witli ibti dwunjiiui I tiirow vou niuo^ - 
Fiom joy mf thb j|»ine mm ' 

Cupi HRii jup we h*^ coUiKiioct And ; 

T 
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And wfl \ixvt prwjmrrtd iiwAotnijusli^ j j 

Th& nuindftliBii, violia, aitliw And tambouriiie wc hAve itiMfl ™dy_ 
WhimsuiwluiAlAllM b» winter, do not people givooijt^rUnnnimt* ? 
If Uinm in friemb filing uraiicid do ncit peoplr iiivil* them I 
if jt}ij iJe devur (EQOTigil to mik thf iriAd irho bstniglil the 

(ra<^Wj 

Powder bie peint tim lilte i giiL sad b*iil mm MvertlyH 

Tlie visitor tilacen his versts gflcretly Id i;lie house 
and then decamps. If the owner of the house rAtohee 
him he beats him. points bis face take a (prl and leads 
him tiiFOiigh the atreeta catling out, Ihia ia the 
pnrushmcnl for the mam w!io Uafows snow": and 
the visitor ie then bound to give an entertainment. 
But if the owner of the bouse docs not catch tlie 
visitor, he himself must prepare a honqiint. If he 
foils to do so within a week, bukushess are tied on 
the top of his door, and if this hint is not sufficient, 
the bier from the cemetery is placed outside hb houso. 

Owing to Ohincaw influence, there Is no iSlosIcm 
country where respect for parents and for snperiorB 
is BO stroni; as in fCaahgar. During the lives, of vJiq 
patents they are never referred to by tinmc by thoir 
obildren, but are always addressed as ** My Lord." A 
non will nevermt in the presence of hia fathcJE without 
special permieaioti, but will staiid with the licad 
bowed and hands folded in token of hnmility. Ho 
would never dream of retmng tu sleep Wfore ilia 
father, nor of smoking in Ida presence. 'I'o superiors 
deference ta shown by dismounting from horseback, 
and by always prefacing jin answer with taksir or 
“ fault," which ha.s i»me to be Hie equivalent of 
our **8ir." Upon rtceipt of a robe of honour, the 
recipient bows tow, sweeping Hic anus in a circle to 
stroke the t»eatd. Women courtesy by Ijowlng tow 
with folded hands. 
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The Kiuihi^na have few gained, hut Icrto-Qymg, an 
elementary form of roundGiB, pitch-aDd-r.oss into a 
hole ndth wolnuta or coiha, and a kind of hip-cat ar» 
favourite aniuiieiueiita. Grown-up men indulge in 
tam-fightfng tuid partridge-lighting, heav^' bets being 
mode on the contests, 

JUnaic is extremely popular, tlic Kashgar jiciisautd 
being distmetJy musical, and their refrsms, sung in 
unison on retnming from work, are pleasing to 
the European ear. The usual instruraents arc the 
toinbourinei the mandoline ami tlie four-stringed 
ndxib. In Kasb^ dancing is regarded as improper* 
and U indulged in only by professional women or 
boys; but in the Khotoii oasis, among tlie Dulanhi 
of jVlerhet, the Sazikolis and the Kirghiz, men and 
women dance together at weddings. At entenuin- 
metita the men and women dt on opposite aides and, 
when the music commences, a woman rises and places 
a hundkerebief in front of a man, who thereupon 
rises also, singa a song lunl returns the handkerchief, 
Thjjr is done by all present, and men and women then 
dance together. 

During my stay In Uhineoe Turkestan 1 sought for 
any etutom which might be a sundval from the days 
of the Ncstonitt} ChriattaiUi, One such is that horse- 
dealers, when a bar:^ij3 is not concluded, make the 
sign of the cross on ilie horse to avert the evil eye. 
It is intemting to note that, owing to Chinese influ¬ 
ence, black and dark grey are tlie favourite colours 
for hoises, whereas few people core: to buy a roan, 
whose colour is deemed unlucky. 
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th j«ro kdw iu< •wi- toot-%T^^ k«<^ 
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W)vi« Unf buttliug iw:ftttti4iin-«Wlw digfi luai rlmn^ 1 
Itojml tilS^ pHi'**** b^UjHtewn wi fcffirt. drift. 

WWIfl thfr bciJ I>1 i»Mi* feP5*wig ^ ^ .. 

li jf Uiai^ [>»» I >A UMltlrn .lul ll» Wfiw f». 

W*ib ft truntr. ttiiaUb' tfMkrr Uiat T fcanw, 

I Iwv. *mni -a ootli. to k«P *t “O thr, U«™ rtf 0*i» Hi. 

Ami il» Ked Ood. mII hw *'«» •t'J ^ «„ 

KiFLi»aft TS* Ttd <if tM J 


Lire m the Ejwt, more espcciitlly away frcm inipart^»t 
oentiea, lacka moat of the amenitic# whieh arc taKen 
os a matter of uoutte in the civilUcd West, Family 
life js broken upt society ia reirtricted, cgranvimicatttiiw 
jiie bad, involving few iimi itreguhir posts, md heaJtli 
fiequoatly Buffers from the dimate and from mdif- 
ferent food. So much for the debit side. Cut 
forttmatety there is a credit side, and for the Etigliah- 
mou sport is a large item on this aide and does much 
to brjghten the otherwise trying monotoD}* of Im* 
in Asia. It also helps him to maintaiii his energy 
and health, and with it thataiuie outlook which is one 
of the main eecrets of our succea as a world-power. 

When appointed to Kashgar I had hopes of ftd-^ 
filling the ambition of a tife-time by sUilking one of 
Mnreo Polo's groat sheep, the Otas poft. As a youth 
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I iuui |>een f]fca{:iiiok!<l bj the n:<;ont of ilm <>«]ebmteH 
Venfitiun triiTeller, iind after jmeiug aftnv hafl 
made ooasiderable efforts to travel in tlio Paniiis in 
ISOl and IS02. But tJie arc^t of VoiuigbnaLand, 
mentioned in Ctiapter XV., olosed the " Rwf of the 
World " to the private tmvdler, and it seemed as if 
T ivem not destined to tread these mysterious upJand 
valleya. But the fates were kind. On the way to 
Kashgar J stopped at Petmgrad, where a high Huseion 
official, whose coUengue 1 had been nt Ifleshcd, said 
that he felt sure I should wish to ahoot, au Oei» poti in 
the Pamirs. 1 replied emphatically in the ^Lffinnative, 
.<uid it was speedily arranged that 1 should receive 
an invitation to tnivel in tlie regions which for so 
many years 1 had longed to visit. 

Before desenbing the fJvU poft, whioh confers the 
blue riband upon the hunter of big game, both from 
the magnificence of the trophy and tho inaccessibility 
of its habitat, 1 will quote Maivo Polo, who wrote: 

*' There are great numbers of all kinds of wild beasts 
[in the P iLtnir a) ; amotkg Others, wild sheep of great 
size, whose horns are good six palms in length. From 
these horrut the shepherds make great howls to eat 
frem, and they uw the boms also to enclose folds 
for their cattle at night.” 

The credit of Marco suffered through the igDoroni'e 
of mauJkind, and it woe not until the nineteenth 
uenburv that his character for accuracy was vindi-' 
cated by Lieutenant Wood, who, when he reached 
England in t&3B after his famous journey to a chief 
source of the Oxoa. exhibited some skulls with home 
4 feet fi inches long, and on the atrength of these 
specimens the speciea wiks appropriately named 
Ovit poti or •' The sheep of (Mnreo) Folo.” 
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11 IS tiio moat, spbtuiid msmbof of a «plTOcJid group, 
to which belong also the Oi* <iwino» of Tibet^ 
more nmsaivc but ahortcr boms, and the Chrw karehn: 
nf the Turn Shan, which b n amalJer Hab^spceies of 
the foli, the “record” head, ahot by K VV. Dixon, 
meaauriiig only 68l inches. In the (hut poii. the 
cnonnous horns aw longer and relaU^oly mirrower 
thaa in any of the othor wild sheep, formii^ a 
open spiral and much mow Gum one complete ciwk. 
with the flat mirface markedly angulated.* The 
giumnar coat is lightly speckled and t.Lo legs are 
white, but in the winter the ruff becomes pure white* 
The height at the ahouiders oxceeda 12 hands, 
and the weight may be about 22 stone. The length 
of horns is enonnou*, one spetimen, lidieved to be 
the longest on record, measuring 0 fe«t 3 inchiis I 
Marco'a "six palms'' may perhnps bo the etpiiTalent 
of a feet; so that his t^atiniato was in no way exag¬ 
gerated. 

The great distinction of being the first European to 
shoot an Oris ptili was won by Captain (the late Sir 
Henry) Trotter, who describes Gie event ua follows; 
** It WAS during a very tedious and long march of 
thiriy-seven miles, mostly through snow*, that my 
attention was suddenly called to Gie preacnci} of some 
wild Gieep about two hundred yards up the hilbiide. 
My rifle was handy, and in a few eecouds one of them 
rolling down- It was the first Oeit c’'®*' 
shot by a European sportsman, but it was unfor¬ 
tunately a very poor specimen.” ’ Since that date 

I VfiU Tkt SW (tr Omuiu. bj- U>- i*u, K. (-jarfcl^. *ll<i 
ImKl Uj* Owi4 Mmmom po^i, iiit) thw kmHnw Ovi* 

■ ■+TJi» Amit Ifaliab Kbu i.i^ Eimni T\ifi*Pi*n in Mirl‘Nkne*Mml« 
hf Oskinid Sir ILwarj Trtitto/, ILCLMHa.C». {/olinHiJ 
Ctmtrai td^ it,„ IV\). 
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Britinh big-game a hots, inoliiding tlie most ffiinniiB of 
tiioir generation, Lave viflifect tJic«o ramots uplsuid 
vallcye in pursuit bf this long of sheep. 

I artuolly vimte^I the Pamirs I (oimd that 
some of Ihc descriptioiw I hod read did not convey 
a clear iinprcssion on id] points. F'erhaps m.T chief 
dioappuintnient was tin? arid]tv of the country, for, 
travelling in June and July, I bad espccied to find 
rich meadows decked with Alpine flowers. On the 
couintry, nowhere did I S43e anything but the sctantiest 
[uiKtuntge, uni] It rcmaina n ai]1j|eet of wonder that 
the huge Om pali can find nourishment in such a 
barren land. A second point which struck me was 
that iJte Pamirs were for the jilobL part' open and 
eitsy to tjsverae, and the mountains, although iictnally 
rising very high above sea-level, appeared id most 
mpj gniHt’jint when viewed from the altitude at 
whicfi we were travelling. The one point on which 
there was no mistake was the severity of the weather. 

Starting from Kaahgar in considerable heat on 
.Tune 7, we crosised the Eintta Da won twelve days 
later in equally considerable cold, and from its creat. 
at an elevation of 16,350 feet, the Paniiw lay befew 
us. To the north the TniiiH-Alai range rose up in 
snow-covered peaks, while almost at our feet a comer 
of the Great Karakul, the largest lake of tlie Pam«», 
was visible. BaHcending into the valley from the 
storm-swept paaa, I felt varj' happy that I had at 
test niached the haunt of tlie Oft# 'paJi, and my 
eiaticiu was increnaed hy seeing three sjnall herds of 
females grazing on the mounULin side os we passed 
down the valley to our cramp near the lake. 

The fellowing morning f st-arted off to try for 
game, feeling as keen and excited as 1 had done 
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during my Rret ahooting cjpwiilion more Lhn.n 
twcnty'fivft y»ai 3 ago, when eveiythuig waa fair 
and new.*' T had fortunately swured the serricos 
of ft good aAiJton, by nanio Kadir, who haa alwrmly 
been mentioned. He had travelI«1 witli other 
Kiigtifiltmen and quite grasped oiir methotb of atalk- 
iiig, which uLterJy pii7j:le an untutored Kirghiz. He 
waa indeal a irensure; for, ijeaidefl being a gowJ 
stalker, he underatood how to manage the Kirghiz, 
wlio worked willingly untler him. 

Followed l^y some pjoies t-anying bedding and 
food, we code acruse the level ateppe to tire foot'hllla. 
By good tuck we sighted a herd of ai.\ or eight four- 
Vttir old ramfi, which were gmsdng about a mile off 
to our c^bt, and before very long we saw their hnetui 
moving over a low ridge about 400 yards away, 

I jum^ off and, running up to the ridge, had an 
easy shot and lagged my first OtftJi poli. Though 
the head was a small one, such a start was of good 
omiea for the future. 

We afterwarde examined the groumJ for ruiles, 
but MW no tranka of big mma; so we bivouat'ked In 
the hills and cemmetl to vamp the following day, 
satisfied Lhai the local fhHem was speaking the truth 
when be mephunod that the vebetuna visited the range 
only in winter. There was, indeed, no chimee irf a 
big head anywhere near the Eamkul, and as sport 
was merely a pleasant incident of the journey, not 
its object, we marched on to Famiraky Post. 

From this centre we were making for Sarikol, 
and, owing to it being midsummer, when the Kirgbia 
were grazing their flocka all over the country, the 
prospects of baggtiig a good head appeared to be 
omall. Xadir, however, knew of a nuZI^ to the aonilu 
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and ive detemuiiad giv« it a triid. and ther^ow 
made for tfia Cfihik Valley, where “ 

etevnrioo of I3.S0O feet, some inilea fnjm 
prouod, for tho sake of oUUu^ anpplu» 

It wftft liltterlv cold at night, but wo atarted off 
W Lrdav’fi rttalkiog by 4 A.M,. warmly wrapped 
up mil Tiding the iiivaluablo yak, 
high allitudea ia trying the heart, esg^i . 
mifWle-ufietl and I decided, wuwly I ttimk. to nave 
f ^Thir aa powiblo. Wo gradiiaUy made our 

"r«p^ OF" '“T^‘ ts 

of fheLim timge. riding up the aide of the moimtam 

5« i n"«. «>«nir S 

Tiip hiiro oDcn hiiyde wa« btteted with taig« ana 
^11 bouMo«: th.™ Uttl. p«. «<* "o™ 

* a™«.t nf ’ io t did not feel hopeful- 
^Ino. however, waa kind, and before 

*, it. w”y upbill. For . loog oWlo - 

L“y «w”lK too 1»7 -tout a 

„ «o.. u. Mine- a. La 

rM' 'r 

vrithm the lUioiJ to»go for » dwt. oo .M moo 

mg ^Ot , uaiuff hill shoulder as a rest. 

Nadu* to bend down a id, ua g 

waa able to dm deadily at the big ram, womn. 
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flopping for « jncmnont to at. oa, was moving oil 
at a alow pikoa. Hy sAiiaW was as stoutly as a rorkj 
and, thiuiks to tliia, I was able Ijo liit tlio ram tJxroogb 
thu haott. It wad a moat fortuimta slot; for the 
distance was paced out at 3(t0 jrarda. 

Nadir and the Kirghiz, wild with excritenienlj raced 
off to the fallen ram, while I, cquaily elated, bat fax 
less active, slowly followed them, panting for breath 
when f attempt^ to mu. it was indeed a luolty 
day, as the ram was a fine ai:t*year-old specimen, 
standing as high as a amtiTI rniilo, and with a perfect 
pair of boros measuring 51 inclica. 

On the following day I wounded u second ram in 
the shoiitder by another long shot, and tracked it 
until nightfall, leaving it when wc were about, five 
miles from comp, Eurly the next, morning we sighted 
it again near the foot of a precipitous hill on n idcle 
open plain where it had joined jicme ew'cs, Stalking 
was out of the question, as coaoenlment was imposs- 
iblcj, and we felt depressed until tlie Kirglii/ told mi 
that a few miles off there was u man, the owner of 
two hnntizig dogs who would run down the woimcled 
quarry. In time he appeared on the scene cind 
hond^ over bis dogs to the Kirghiz rAttoW, win to 1 
sat down to watch. The Kirghiz showed great skill 
in separating the ram from the ewes, iind when the 
dogs were let loose he ran at their heels at a remark¬ 
able pace. The ram went very fast at, first., hut then 
circled and doubled, ttireatetiing the dogs at times. 
But its efforts to escape were vain, and after a five 
minutes’ run the noble quany was pulled down and 
the »hikari cut its tbro&t. The scruinhle down to tlie 
valley was very steep nml long, but my yak was 
equal to it, and I was interested in watching sonie 
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snawcock. nrUcb kept Byiiig past us m alsnn, dia- 
plAvin^ tlieir srjriking phininge to great advantage. 
WhoQ rctif^lied the bottom of tJie hill wc found 
t ha ram to be a fine bead, but smaller than the one 
shot tm (iie first day, which, aoetmling to our in* 
fonntition, was (he biggeat in that area, although ntA 
a finsi-olaas head, 

Tlie dogs were not fed until they wete rested, and 
to mr surpruie they refused a piece of breatl; but it 
wan ejtplained to me tliat bread was such a delicacy 
among the Kirghiz ttmt a dog never bad a ohiwee of 
tast ing It and eo did not know what it- was I 

'rheir owner, like all the Kirghia I met, was 
friendly and gave me his views on life. He laid down 
enipliatically that no mnn of substance could be 
comfortable without four wives, and on my challenge 
ing this statement he was quite contemptuous end 
said that the Prophet, on Ilijn be Peace* gave his 
comnumduients wisely when he pemutted Moalema 
Co marr}' four helpmetcs, iu5 two wene needed lo milk 
the yaks and the ehcep, a third to do the cooking and a 
fourth to sew and weave carpets. Ho cnd«l up by ^y- 
ing. " Pmiee be to Allah I 1 have four obedient wives* 
who epood ft!l their days in tTyiug to please me I " 

On the way home we passed a number of fine olmlls 
lying about below a bluff whiuh the refccrwl 

to as a “cemetery/* They said that the Orda pol* 
ore hunted in the heow' by pucka of wolves and take 
refuge on such steep pluf:cs, where they aie surrounded. 
In spite of tlioir huge hotna the nuns apparently 
never attempt to defend thomaelvee, and as their 
joints, heated by the pursuit, stifien from the cold* 
they fall en easy prey to their euemitiB. 
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An 1 ^ «t tome eurfoujjdfit! by traphiea gained 
in the plains of India, in Kashmir, in Laduh, in 
PeMift And fin^y in the Pamire, imcli head evokes 
pleasing memoriee of the stalk and ttscalls some of 
the happiest days of my life. On no expedition does 
the golden haae Ue deeper than on the sucoeasfol 
atalkmg of the great aheep of Manco Polo, in the 
remote upland ndleya of the '* Roof of the W orld. 
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